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VOLUME 89                         SEPTEMBER-OCTOBER 2019                            Eva Finley, National Retiree Editor

This issue if dedicated to those brave men and women who served our country 
in wars and times of strife. God bless each one of you for making saving our 
freedoms the world is a better place for your sacrificies.  Thank you, heroes.  

POSSUM KINGDOM LAKE 
TEXAS

Photo by Eva Finle
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SEEING A SPIDER IN THE ROOM ISN’T AS SCARY AS WHEN THE SPIDER DISAPPEARS.

The Story Behind Origin of 
“TAPS” 

We have all heard the haunting melody of “Taps.”  It is the song that 
gives us that lump in our throats and usually tears in our eyes.  But do 
you know the story behind the song?  If not, I think you will be pleased 
to find out about its humble beginnings.  Reportedly it all began in 1862 
during the War Between the States when Union Army Captain Robert 
Ellicombe was with his men near Harrison’s Landing, Virginia.  The 
Confederate Army was on the other side of the narrow strip of land. 
During the night, Captain Ellicombe heard the moans of a soldier who 
was severely wounded on the field.  Not knowing if it was a Union 
or Confederate soldier, the Captain decided to risk his life and bring 
the stricken man back for medical attention.  Crawling on his stomach 
through the gunfire, the Captain finally reached the stricken soldier and 
began pulling him toward the encampment.  When the Captain finally 
reached his own lines, he discovered it was actually a Confederate sol-
dier, but the soldier was dead. The Captain lit a lantern and suddenly 
caught his breath with shock.  In the dim light he saw the face of the 
soldier.  It was his own son.  The boy had been studying music in the 
south when the war broke out.  Without telling his father, the boy enlist-
ed in the Confederate Army. 
The following morning, heartbroken, the father asked permission to 
give his son a full military burial despite his enemy status.  His request 
was only partially granted.  The Captain had asked if he could have a 
group  of Army band members play a funeral dirge for his son at the 
funeral.  The request was denied since the soldier was a Confederate.  
But, out of respect for the father, they did say they could give him one 
musician. The Captain chose a bugler. He asked the bugler to play a 
series of musical notes he had found on a piece of paper in the pocket 
of the dead youth’s uniform.  This wish was granted.  
The haunting melody, which we now know as “Taps” used at military 
funerals, was born.
 

-- Author Unknown

“The soldier above all others 
prays for peace, for it is 
the soldier who must 

suffer and bear the deepest 
wounds and scars of war.”  

-General Douglas MacArthur
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FROM NOW ON, WHENEVER L IFE THROWS SOMETHING AT ME, I’M DUCKING SO IT HITS SOMEONE ELSE!

UPMA Retiree President Rodney Boland has 
appointed his legislative committee for the 
2020 year:  Steve Vanderhoof, Mike Silvestri, 
Ron Karrels, and Bob Frakes.  Thanks to Pres-
ident Rodney for the opportunity to serve.  If 
you have any legislative questions call any of 
us for answers or advice.  Some of us have 
been doing legislative work for years and enjoy 
the challenges. Some of us, like me, are older 
than dirt.  In spite of that, we remember how 
this legislative stuff works.
Consider attending the UPMA 2020 Legislative 
Summit February 23-26, 2020.  Our organiza-
tion and the USPS have some issues that can 
only be solved by the Congress.  This event is 
a great opportunity to learn how the legislative 
branch of government works.  UPMA gives 
great training before releasing you to tell our 
story to the members of Congress.  So don’t be 
intimidated if you are not knowledgeable about 
current legislative issues that affect UPMA 
members and the Postal Service.  You will be 
given talking points and handouts for the unin-
formed (Congress members).  It is kind of like 
on-the-job training.  You get excellent training 
and then someone goes with you as a mentor 
as you visit the members of Congress.  

I am also a member of the “National As-
sociation of Retired Federal Employees” 
(NARFE) and hence I get their monthly 
magazine “NARFE”.   I noticed a cou-
ple of bills that affect us postal retirees 
with emphasis on Government Pension 
Offset (GPO) and Windfall Elimination 
Program (WEP) in the Oct 2019 issue: 
• H.R. 141/S. 521 Social Security 

Fairness Act of 2019 which repeals 
both the Government Pension Offset 
(GOP) and the Windfall Elimination 
Provision (WEP) Rep. Rodney Davis, 
R-IL/Sen. Sherrod Brown D-OH Co-
sponsors:  H.R. 141 148 (D) 48 (R)  S. 
521 26 (D) 4 (R) 2 (I)

• H.R. 3934 The Equal Treatment of 
Public Servants Act of 2019 Reforms 
the WEP increase of $100/month 
and others at $50/month / Rep Kevin 
Brady, R-TX Cosponsors: 2 (D) 26 (R)

Another bill H.R. 2382: USPS Fairness 
Act/Rep. Peter DeFazio, D-OR Cospon-
sors 215 (D) 41 (R).  Obviously this 
would do away with the USPS require-
ment for prefunding.  
During the holiday season Congress 
is out of session more than it is in ses-
sion.  Just kidding - about 50/50.  That 
is an excellent time to visit the members 
in their home district.  I plan to visit with 
the Representatives and Senators for 
the state of Missouri.  You should coordi-
nate this activity with your UPMA active 
postmaster legislative chairs to augment 
their efforts or ask for assistance to cov-
er as many of these offices as possible. 
Congress is in the home districts 1-8 and 
24-29 Nov, and 13-31 Dec 2019. 
That is all I have to cure your insomnia 
for now.  Hope to see you in DC in Feb-
ruary.
Steve Vanderhoof
Chairman, Legislative Committee, 
UPMA Retirees

UPMA LEGISLATIVE 
SUMMIT AGENDA

SUNDAY 2/23 - Travel Day
MONDAY 2/24  
8:00 a.m. to noon 
Training at Capital View Renaissance Hotel
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Speakers’ Seminar at Capital Visitor’s Center, 
Capitol Hill
TUESDAY  2/25  
7:30 a.m. to 4:00 pm
UPMA Chapter’s Capitol Hill Visits
4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Reception at Montpellier Room,  Library of 
Congress
WEDNESDAY 2/26 - Travel Day

2020 UPMA LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

   Steve Vanderhoof
Chairman

Mike Silvestri Ron Karrels               Bob Frakes

DEAR EVA:

I want to thank you 
for the blanket that 
you sent me.  My 
wife and I will trea-
sure it forever.  We 
hated to miss the 
National Conven-
tion this year but 
were unable to on 
account of my wife 
(Helen) wasn’t able 
to go.  Again, thank 
you for remember-
ing me. 

I would also like to 
thank the person 
who made it. We 
have the blanket 
hanging on the wall 
in the living room. 
Hope you get the 
picture that I,m 
sending. We love it. 
Thanks again.  

VERN 
SHOEMAKER,

US NAVY 
VETERAN
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JIMMY 
FUSCO
U S ARMY

James “Jim-
my” Fusco 
enlisted in the 
army in June, 

1967 and com-
pleted basic 
training in Ft. 
Bragg, NC.  
Following dis-
charge, he 
spent 5 years 
in the New 
Jersey Nation-
al Guard as 
a Mess Ser-
geant, but could not continue af-
ter he was hired by the US Postal 
Service.  His office did not have 
any extra coverage to assist with 
the routes, so if he continued to 
go to drills, his route would not 
be covered which meant on Mon-
days, he would have to deliver 
both Saturday and Monday’s mail. 
He worked as a carrier and was 
promoted to supervisor a year af-
ter leaving the Guard.  
(Jimmy admitted to that he was a 
excellent cook!!! His specialties are 
Lasagna, 
spaghetti and 
any Italian 
Dish you 
want. Sounds 
like we all 
need to visit 
him in NJ for 
dinner.) 

I  NEVER RUN WITH SCISSORS....THOSE LAST TWO WORDS WERE UNNECESSARY

TENNESSEE MAKES BLANKETS FOR VETERANS
At our Retirees Outing in September, we made 3 lap blankets which were pre-
sented to the Mountain Home VA in Johnson City, TN.   We have decided to make 
blankets every meeting for TN veterans.   We had 25 retirees, but only 5 of us 
remembered to show up for the “construction “.......old timers have CRS!   LOL!

FROM OUR 
NEW VICE 

PRESIDENT
James Dillard

UPMA Ret 
VicePresident

I attended my first 
National Conven-

tion in New Orleans, LA over twenty 
years ago. After leaving New Orleans, 
I immediately begin making plans to 
attend the next National Convention 
and have not missed a National Con-
vention to this date. I am grateful for 
the opportunity to serve as your Na-
tional Retirees Vice President. I am 
looking forward to supporting Pres-
ident Rodney in the next two years. 
My wife of 21 years, Elaine, shares 
my passion for UPMA and IS looking 
forward to joining us once she retires. 
We are both avid bowlers and enjoy 
being team mates and sponsors of 
our team. My greatest passion is golf-
ing. John Ball ,John Newbold, Woodie 
Saylor and I won the 2019 UPMA golf 
tournament in Connecticut. I am also 
in the process of an off the frame re-
storing of a 1968 Roadrunner with a 
440-cu-inch motor. Maybe I will drive 
it to the SOC in Atlanta. I am a faithful 
member at my church where I serve 
on the Board of Trustees and always 
encouraging the youth to get involve 
in social activities at school. I served 
in the Marine Corps and a Vietnam 
veteran. 
Thanks again to my UPMA Family

THANK YOU
Jack Wilkins

UPMA Ret 
Immediate 

Past President
I sincerely appreci-
ate all the Area Reps, 
Committee Chairs,  
Committee Members, 

and Appointees for specific positions 
who have served during my term of of-
fice as President.  Each of you accepted 
the positions with a willingness to serve 
and continually  improve our great orga-
nization.  
We have had challenges and will con-
tinue to have and that encourages new 
ideas and better ways of getting our 
business done.  Please continue to pro-
vide input.
I have thoroughly enjoyed serving as 
your President.  I am very proud of our 
accomplishments and of the opportuni-
ty to make new friendships all over the 
country.  I am so very thankful that our 
organization has allowed us to make 
lasting memories in seeing places we 
may not have seen, to make friends we 
may have not known, the change things 
that may have needed improved.  I will 
never forget remembering the Lap Blan-
ket Project that was done to honor our 
Veterans and the bind that tied us all 
together in making an unbelievable 519 
Blankets.  I am forever grateful.
As I have previously stated, “Bless His 
Heart, He Did His Best.”

Veterans Corner

Thanks to Betty Lawson for Pictures



September - October 2019 Page 5

LIFE IS TOO SHORT TO WEAR BORING CLOTHES
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Ralph Viegelman Jack D. Wilkins

Doug Kleplas

Richard Webberson

Robert J. LeBlanc

Michael SilvestriCeleste Rubinik

A 
R 
M 
Y

Butch Belanger John DeWitt

Rodney BolandHelen Bauer Walt BorlaBob Arsenault Roy Brown

James Joseph

Jessie Shanks

Steve GonzalesJames Dilard

MARINES

Paul Mader

Bill Simpson Stan Skamaryez

Deane Young

Sam McCullar

Michael Winters

No 
Photo

Ted Carrico
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Jim Fusco

Steve Steinbaum Ted Stirling

Clarence Gagner

Jim Price

Bob Frakes

David McKee

Dee Strum

Keith Miner Charley Peters

FOR YOUR SERVICE

Jo Dyke

Tony L. WilliamsRoy Shaffer Dominick Spadero Larry TomlinsonDoug Gray

James Gillespie

Demo Sofronas

COAST 
GUARD

Richard SkaggsSteven Craig

Larry Jones

Sammie Reese John Roark

Steve VanderhoofLou Urso

If you are a veteran and would like to be 
recognized in In The Mailbox, please 

send a photo along with your name and 
branch of service to 

Eva Finley, National Retiree Editor 
inthemailboxeditor@usa.net or 

P O Box 500, Graford TX 76449-0500.
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LIFE IS SHORT....SMILE WHILE YOU STILL HAVE TEETH

John Olson

David Ellis

Dallas Sharpe

Randy Ashford

Ben Johnson

Richard Barnett

Charles Stokke

Paul Edd Butler

Don Kelchner

Wes Balken John Ball

John Hamm

Bill Thomas

Calvin Begley

David Seal

FOR YOUR SERVICE

A
I
R

F 
O 
R 
C 
E

Herbert Coggin

Vern Shoemaker

Ronnie DauteriveJamie Chacon

Rufus Wallace Stephen Schneider

Juan Garcia Larry Hall

Sam Tridente

Gary Choice

N 
A 
V 
Y

Ron Hentz David Lovett

Don Rayta

No 
Photo
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FOR YOUR SERVICE COMING               
TOGETHER 
– STAYING                
TOGETHER

Shirley T. Johnson, 
Chaplain, PM Retired

“Blessed is the man who preservers 
under trial, because when he has stood 
the test.  He will receive the crown of 
life that god promised to those who 
love him.”

James, Chapter 1, Verse12

It’s important for each of us to welcome 
our new family members from our pre-
vious “League/NAPUS” organizations.  
It’s important to recognize we’re now 
one body and work diligently to erase 
the old and replace it with the new.  Our 
President, Jack Wilkins, selected vari-
ous appointees to fill various positions 
in several areas.  We were allowed the 
opportunity to blend hidden talents that 
were quite valuable within the new or-
ganization.  Keeping a positive attitude 
was a plus.  Often with age comes ex-
perience, knowledge and wisdom.
It is our desire to give 100% to UPMA’S 
success and watch our organization 
grow.  We will remain strong, visible 
and focused in our growth.  Our com-
mitment will gain strength as we inter-
act with each other.  We must  remain 
strong during challenges while our 
minds and bodies stay the course.
We will move forward with patience, 
focus and readiness; as our efforts are 
placed in achieving our goal.  Welcome 
aboard to our new Postmasters and 
Postmasters Retired who have joined 
the UPMA organization.  We are ex-
cited to serve with you in this blended 
family.  God’s Blessing.  

ALL               
PRESENT

AND                   
ACCOUNTED 

FOR
By Steven J. Craig

PM Retired, WA
Re:  “All Present and Accounted For.”  The true 
story of the grounding and near-sinking of the 
Coast Guard Cutter Jarvis off the coast of Alaska 
in November of 1972.

It was late November, recognized as 
one of the coldest periods to be on a 
ship near Alaska.  The Coast Guard 
Cutter Jarvis had run aground during a 
severe storm and was taking on water.  
Temporarily patching the hole, the ship 
attempted to sail toward safer waters 
when all hell broke loose from an even 
more violent storm.  The patch broke 
free, and the engine room began to fill 
with water, soon disabling the engines. 
Out on the deck, the crew was taking 
a pounding from mother nature.  The 
ship was taking severe rolls from the 
wind and the high seas; at one time, 
struck with a sixty-degree roll.  Com-
municating with each other was ex-
tremely difficult or impossible due to 
the environment; crewmembers had to 
rely on training and instinct to perform 
their jobs.  
The water level in the engine room was 
the same as outside, all engines were 
dead, no fresh water, with very little 
cooking.   Combined with the exhaus-
tive and lengthy working conditions 
in the filthy water, the lack of hot wa-
ter, and heat, crewmember sanitation 
needs were severely ‘lacking.’ 
Captain Wooley surveyed the situation: 
the engine room was flooded, resulting 

in the loss 
of power; 
‘ m o u n -
t a i n o u s 
seas’ and 
gale force 
winds were 
pound ing 
the Jarvis, 
and freez-
ing work-
ing condi-
tions had 
caused several of the crewmen to 
show signs of sickness.  To make 
matters worse, the ship was float-
ing toward a rocky coastline that 
would destroy it and probably kill 
most, if not all, of the men.  
With the ship in peril, Captain 
Wooley ordered an emergency 
message be sent to the Seven-
teenth Coast Guard District Of-
fice in Juneau requesting Coast 
Guard assistance.  Within min-
utes, the District office replied 
there were no Coast Guard as-
sets near enough to provide im-
mediate help.
At 7:04 pm, for one of the few 
times in Coast Guard history, 
a ‘MAYDAY’ call for help would 
come from a Coast Guard vessel.   
-----------------------
“All Present and Accounted For.”  
Hellgate Press. To be released 
around December 1st.  Available at 
all major retail book outlets as well 
as Amazon.com   Website for more 
information and excerpts:  www.ste-
venjcraigbooks.com

ANNUAL FLORIDA UPMA STEAK-OUT by Barbara Widden,
The Florida UPMA Retirees are again sponsoring their annual “Steak Out and Reunion” at the Eustis, FL Community 
Center on the shores of beautiful Lake Eustis.  Our menu includes grilled filet mignon steak/chicken breast, scalloped 
potatoes, marinated veggies, Cole slaw, banana pudding, chocolate delight dessert, rolls, and iced tea or water.  
Mark your calendars for JANUARY 18, 2020.  Dinner will be served at noon, but you may start arriving any time 
after 10:00a.m. for coffee and donuts, sponsored by our Signature Federal Credit Union. You will have a great time 
visiting with old friends and meeting new friends. You don’t have to be a member of FL UPMA to attend!  Everyone 
is welcome – active USPS employees, Retirees, guests, and children.  Many National Officers will be in attendance 
so plan to attend. If you will need hotel accommodations, please let me know as soon as possible and state which 
nights you will need a room. Please contact Barbara Whidden, 19633 Dorr Rd, Altoona FL 32702 for more information. 
Phone number is 352-408-4578.    Price per person is $25.00 and deadline is January 13, 2020.  (Checks payable 
to Barbara Whidden.)

WHAT THIS WORLD NEEDS IS A GROUP HUG
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I  WON’T BE IMPRESSED WITH TECHNOLOGY UNTIL I  CAN DOWNLOAD FOOD

Get Well
JIM MOORE

Jim Moore, husband of Audrey 
Moore, PM Retired, had surgery on 
October 2.  Audrey is among the few 
remaining Presidential Appointed 
Postmasters, appointed in 1959 by 
President Eissenhower to the Mims 
Floriday Post Office. She and Jim 
both are active members of the NC 
Chapter.  Cards may be mailed to 
2994 Rick Holeman Road, Timber-
lake NC 27583. 

NANCY TRAUTMAN
from Mandy Whitten

Nancy Trautman had a pacemaker 
installed and is doing great! I know 
she would like to hear from us with 
get well wishes.  Her address is 887 
S Indian Bend Dr, Pueblo West CO, 
81007.

RALEIGH TALLEY  
From Mike Whitley

Raleigh Talley, PM Retired,Burling-
ton NC, is recovering from several 
broken bones due to a fall. He and 
late wife Carolyn, who was also a NC 
Retired PM, relocated to Florida after 
retirement. Cards may be mailed to 
The Windsor of Coral, Unit 225, 831 
Santa Barbara Blvd., Cape Coral FL 
33991.

Happy Birthday Ola Mae 
From Judy Miller

(It’s a little late but she might appreciate 
a belated birthday card!)

If you would like to mail a card send to 
Ola Mae Ross, c/o Debbie Snider, 6690 
Hwy 360, Tellico Plains TN 37385.  Ola 
Mae will remember you so let’s remem-
ber her with a smile and a card! 

LEADERSHIP 
QUALITIES

Jack Wilkins
UPMA Ret President

Each of us are leaders 
now or have been in 
the past and probably 

still are.  We are leaders in our commu-
nities. We still get a thumbs up when 
mentioned that we are  or were Post-
masters. In the workplace good lead-
ership qualities are required every day. 
In an issue of the Louisiana paper, the 
Bayou Times, newly elected president 
Tracy Johnson spoke of several oppor-
tunities to be a leader.  I recently read 
of some core qualities that can help 
you measure your strength as a leader.
1.  Do you value other people as hu-

mans?  Do you see tam members 
as a resource or as pieces of a ma-
chine?  Do you really listen to your 
employees?  Active listening is one 
of the most effective qualities you 
can have.

2. Do you understand other’s emo-
tions, as well as your own?  Being 
open about your feelings in the 
workplace (work appropriate ones 
that is) and acknowledging others 
right to have them is a skill highly 
valued.

3. Do you encourage diversity? A 
good leader should recognize that 
people bring different skills, and 
each can add value to your team.

4. Do you look toward the future?  
Realizing what has worked and 
not worked in the past is extremely 
valuable to what can be coming in 
the future. Keep everyone informed 
and on board is a cornerstone of 
good leadership.

5. Do you encourage others to grow?  
A strong leader makes sure that 
others are not only working to their 
potential but also growing in ways 
that allow them to improve.  

These five qualities of leadership are 
from Kate Lopaze, a Career Advice  
Journalist for the job network and my 
input from experience. Some of the 
demonstrated leadership qualities of 
the late Herb Kelleher, Founder, CEO, 

Chairman and President of South-
west Airlines are as follows:
1. He believed if you treat employ-

ees the right way then they in 
turn would treat customers the 
same way.

2. He hired people with great atti-
tudes and taught them the skills 
they need.

3. There is a difference between 
“Micro-Management” which 
deprives others of initiative, 
creativity, and growth, and mi-
cro-knowledge which aids in 
making excellent leadership de-
cisions.

4. He always took time to recog-
nize his employees with a smile 
and a positive attitude.

5. One of his famous sayings is 
“The business of business is 
people.”

I will leave you with six little stories 
with lots of meanings…..
1.  Once all villagers decided to 

pray for rain.  On the days of 
prayer, all the people gathered, 
but only one boy came with an 
umbrella. That is Faith.

2. 2.  When you throw babies in 
the air, they laugh because they 
know you will catch them.  That 
is Trust.

3. Every night we go to bed with-
out any assurance of being 
alive the next morning, but we 
still set the alarms to wake up. 
That is Hope.

4. We plan big things for tomorrow 
in spite of zero knowledge of the 
future.  That is Confidence.

5. We see the world suffering, but 
still, we get married and have 
children.  That is Love.

6. On an old man’s shirt was writ-
ten a sentence,, “I am not 80 
years old; I am sweet 16 with 
64 years of experience.  That is 
attitude.Have a happy day and 
live your life like these six sto-
ries.  Remember – Good friends 
are the rare jewels of life, diffi-
cult to find and impossible to re-
place!!!  

The views expressed in the UPMA Retiree 
IN THE MAILBOX newsletter are those of the 
writer, and are not necessarily those of the

 USPS or of UPMA.
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Dear Friends,
November 19, 2019 will mark the 
one year anniversary of the loss 
of our dear friend, Donna A. Dort. 
Many of you knew Donna from her 
56 years of membership with Active 
and Retired Postmasters, and her 
role as pianist at the State and Na-
tional conventions.
We are writing to ask you to consid-
er making a memorial donation to 
the Kennedy First United Methodist 
Church in honor of Donna.
Donna became a member of the 
Kennedy First United Method-
ist Church, Kennedy, New York in 
1947. She was the organist, pia-
nist, choir director, bell choir direc-
tor, worship leader, Sunday School 
music leader...the list goes on and 
on. Donna shared her gift of music 
with everyone.
At the age of 4, Donna began piano 
lessons with her neighbor, "Grand-
ma Williams" who told Donna’s 
mother that she should learn the 
fundamentals of the piano.  Grand-
ma said, "Donna is going to plan 
and she should learn to read notes.  
Otherwise, she’ll play entirely by 
ear." Through perserverance and 
the love of practice, she learned to 
play the piano. When Donna was 9, 
she was asked to be the church pia-
nist in the Kennedy Baptist Church.  
Music was a big part of Donna’s 
life.  In addition to her many roles 
at church, Donna performed with a 
group called “The Tonettes” and in 
musical productions at the Lucille 
Ball Little Theatre of Jamestown. 
Pastor Jennifer from the Kenne-
dy First United Methodist Church 
asked Donna if she could organize 
a quartet to perform patriotic music 
on Memorial Day during the ser-
vice. With no hesitation, Donna got 
three others together and formed 
the group “Common Ground.”  
Since no records were kept, it is 
hard to estimate how many times 
Donna was asked to be the organ-
ist at a wedding.  Many times she 
sang special music for the wedding, 
as well as playing the wedding 

march and other music.  During 
a special service at the Kennedy 
First United Methodist Church, the 
question arose - “Was Donna Dort 
the organist at your wedding?”  Al-
most all the married people in the 
congregation put up their hands in 
confirmation that Donna was a part 
of their special day!
After Donna’s passing, the church 
received funds in memory of Donna 
and we began looking for a project 
that would honor her gift for music. 
The memorial team decided they 
would like a Carillon Bell System. 
The cost of the system of digital re-
cordings of real cast bells, chimes 
and carillions, including a speaker 
system, exceeds the amount of 
memorial money received. 
We are confident that with your 
help, along with her family, com-
munity and church friends, we can 
raise $5,000 to complete this proj-
ect. Please consider helping us to 
honor Donna’s memory with the 
purchase of the Carillon Bell Sys-
tem. Each and every day as the 
sounds of the bells and hymns are 
projected through the speakers in 
the church bell tower, the Kennedy 
community will hear this inspiring 
music and will remember our faith-
ful servant, Donna Dort.
Each Sunday prior to the begin-
ning of our church service, Donna 
was passionate about “ringing the 
church bell”.  She knew the impor-
tance of this act as a way to say, 
“Come, gather here for worship.”
We will truly appreciate whatever 
you can give.  Please mail your 
tax-deductible check payable to 
“Kennedy First United Methodist 
Church” to PO Box 115, Kennedy, 
NY 14747-0115.
- The Kennedy First United Methodist 
Church Memorial Team & Kathy Cooper

Honoring Donna Dort Sympathy to... 
THE FAMILY OF

PHILLIP KONECHE
PM Retired, Kimball SD

from Eva Finley
Phillip Koneche passed away in August in 
Chamberlain, SD. He was drafted in the 
Army in 1952. While serving his country, he 
as captured and held as a Prison of War until 
the armistice was signed.  Following the war, 
he was honorably discharged. He served 
as PM of Kimball SD for 22 years. He was 
a lifetime member of the American Legion, 
VFW DAV, Purple Heart, 40  & 8, the Na-
tional Korean Veterans’ Association and Na-
tional POW.  Cards may be in care of Judy 
Konechne, PO Box 76, Kimball, SD 57355. 

THE FAMILY OF
CLARENCE CURRY 

From Colanne Bunting
Clarence Curry, SP Retired, Williamsburg, 
VA, passed away on October 3rd.  Clarence 
was 100 years old and continued to be a 
member of UPMA Retired. Cards may be 
mailed to his family at 2 Fenwich Road, Fort 
Monroe VA 2351.

THE FAMILY OF
DON CHRYSTAL
PM Retired, Kendrick ID

from Eva Finley
Don Chrystal passed away in July. He was 
the first Postmaster at Bovill ID and retired 
at Kendrick ID after almost 30 years of ser-
vice. He was a NUPUS state President and 
Secretary and loved traveling to national 
conventions and meeting new friends. Cards 
may be mailed to his wife Esther Chrystal, 
1364 29th St., Lewiston ID, 83501. 

BILL PARRY
AND FAMILY
From Janice Efle

Bill Parry, PM Retired, Wolf Point, Montana, 
lost his wife Linda to a stroke in September.  
Cards may be mailed to Bill at 702 2ndStreet 
W, Hardin MT 59034-2009.

CLARICE GOLDEN
AND FAMILY

From Betty Hicks, CA Retiree President
Loarita Gilmore, sister of Clarice Golden, 
Retired PM Haywad CA, passed away re-
cently.  Cards may be sent to Clarice at 2623 
Humboldt Ave., Oakland CA 94602

DID YOU KNOW THAT “DIET” STANDS FOR “DID I EAT THAT?”
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NOTE: A Retiree Meeting will be held on Sunday night in DC at the Renaissance 
Hotel.  Please check for Room and Time when you check in.  Thanks,  President  Rodney.


