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I AM 
AMERICA 

AUTHOR UNKNOWN
SUBMITTED BY

Mavis Connolly 
UPMA Area 11 Rep

I was born on July 4, 1776; my birth 
certificate is the Declaration of Inde-
pendence.  The blood lines of the world 
surge in my veins because I offered 
freedom to the persecuted.

I am a multitude of people. I am a United 
States citizen. To me, America is three 
hundred twenty five million individuals—
and the spirit of millions who have lived 
and died for me.

I am Patrick Henry and Benjamin Frank-
lin.  As an American citizen, I stood at 
Lexington and fired the shot heard 
round the world.

I am Washington and Truman.  

I am Lewis and Clark, the Minutemen 
and Daniel Boone.  

I am Abe Lincoln and Ulysses S Grant 
and Robert E Lee. 

I am the Alamo and Pearl Harbor.  When 
freedom cried, I responded … I left my 
heroic dead in Flanders Field, on the 
slopes of Korea, and in the jungles of 
Vietnam.

I am the St. Louis Gateway Arch, the 
wheat fields of Kansas and Mt. Rush-
more in the Black Hills.  

I am a field of tall Iowa corn, a sunset 
on the Nebraska prairie, and the bay-
ous of South Louisiana.  

I am the coal mines of Pennsylvania, 
the Civil War Battlefields of Virginia, the 
Statue of Lliberty, and the Royal Gorge.

I am enormous; I sprawl from the Atlan-
tic to the Pacific, three million square 
miles pulsating with industry.  

I am a free enterprise system; I am free 
to pursue whatever career appeals to 
me, and I have fifty states in which to 
do it.

I am several million farms; I am a field, 
forest, desert and mountain.  

I am serene villages and cities that nev-
er slumber. You can look at me and see 
Paul Revere riding through the streets 
of Lexington warning of the forthcom-
ing British.  You can see the glittering 
lights of Christmas or hear the strains 
of “Auld Lang Syne.”

I am the World Series.  

I am more than 170,000 schools and 
colleges and all the world’s religions 
gathered under America’s skies to live 
and work in harmony.

I have the biggest and best weapon of 
them all --- the right to vote.  

I am a ballot dropped in a box, the roar 
of a crowd in a stadium, the voice in a 
cathedral, an editorial in a newspaper, 
and a letter to a Congressman.

I am Thomas Edison, Albert Einstein 
and Billy Graham---the Wright brothers, 
John Wayne and Jonas Salk.  

I am Irving Berlin and Susan B Anthony.

Yes---these are the things I am. 

I was conceived in freedom, and God 
willing, I will spend the rest of my days 
building bridges.

May I possess always the honor, the 
courage and the stamina to keep my-
self unshackled-- a stronghold of free-
dom and a beacon of hope to the world.
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NATIONAL 
RETIREE 

SCHOLARSHIP 
DONATIONS 

NOW TAX 
DEDUCTABLE

Jack Wilkins
UPMA Ret President

We have Great News!  We have re-
ceived the approval for the 501 (c)(3) 
Non-Profit status for the UPMA Schol-
arship Program.  Any donations to the 
Scholarship Program will now be a tax 
deductible donation!
Many thanks to Deena Frakes, Scholar-
ship Chair, for her undying efforts to get 
the approval.  There is a lot involved in 
getting the status and Deena met each 
challenge head-on.  
Remember, the National Scholarship 
Fund is for both active and retired mem-
bers.  Deena, as a UPMA Retired mem-
ber, manages the fund along with a com-
mittee that reviews all applications and 
determines through criteria as to who 
the recipients will be.  The number of 
Scholarships given is determined by the 
amount of donations received.
This is EXCITING news for our member-
ship! 

LIFE IS SHORT....SMILE WHILE YOU STILL HAVE TEETH

SEMINAR 
ANNOUNCEMENT

At the National Convention we will 
have a one hour seminar on Wednes-
day, July 31 conducted by one of our 
own, Patrick Harkin, Postmaster Re-
tired, and a Chartered Federal Em-
ployee Benefit Consultant.
The subject of the seminar is “What 
Should You Be Doing Now To 
Prepare For Later - For You, Your 
Spouse, and Your Family”. The time 
will be 3:30 - 4:30pm and the room 
will be announced later.  Hopefully 
you can attend the seminar as the 
information will be most valuable.

PAUL A. MADER

VIETNAM 1970 - US Army Depot, 
Long Binh VN
Specialist 4 - Military Police  
(Depot Security)

Retired Army 
Retired Postal Police Captain -   
NY Division

The views expressed in the Retiree 
IN THE MAILBOX newsletter are those 
of the writer, and are not necessarily 

those of the USPS or of UPMA.

RETIREMENT
John DeWitt

UPMA Ret Area 8 Rep
I retired almost 5 years to the day of 
this writing. I looked forward to my 
retirement with all kinds of dreams 
and thoughts about what it would 
be like and the adventures I could 
have. Well, it did not unfold as ex-
pected but challenges of life serve 
to make you stronger.
Seven months into retirement I 
lost my mom followed by my sweet 
mother-in-law, and then my dad. In 
the midst of all that, I was diagnosed 
with cancer and had a near death 
experience. Sounds really bad I 
know, but these challenges are not 
unique to anyone and only serve to 
make us stronger.
I love retirement because, aside 
from the life stuff, it affords me the 
freedom and opportunity that no 
other situation could. I get paid to 
do what I want to do. We travelled 
extensively since Beverly and I are 
both retired. We love visiting with 
our grandkids as they are our joy. 
We have 5 boys and 3 girls, all very 
different from each other. It is great 
to see the world from their perspec-
tive which, depending on age, can 
change vary rapidly! They are all 
over the country and range from 
weeks old to 15. 

Our fellow retirees, Larry and Pam Hall 
inspired us with an idea of how to con-
nect with our grands, and thus “Mimi 
and Pops Camp” was born. We take 
the kids for a week during the summer. 
They get to eat when they want, stay up 
as late as they want and decide which 
activities we will do each day. It is so 
much fun and we have quite the catalog 
of memories to share as a result.
In the meantime, we ventured into Real 
Estate which developed into a success-
ful firm of our own, Selling726 Realty. 
We love helping our clients realize their 
dreams. Retirement for us has crafted a 
situation where there is no pressure to 
sell and therefore we only focus on our 
customers’ needs. It is very rewarding.
We stay busy, engaged and tuned in. 
For fun, we go to lots of concerts and 
relive our younger days with all the oth-
er cool kids. Who knew all the cool kids 
have gray hair? We are having fun and 
you should too!
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FACING 
CHALLENGES
Shirley T. Johnson

UPMA Ret Chaplain

Webster describes several definitions 
as doubt, demand proof before one 
will accept, or questioning the truth of 
a statement.  We’re sure to face chal-
lenges, along our journey as we grow 
in patience, love, and understanding.  
We are “UPMA” and the first alphabet 
of our new organization is “U” which 
represents UNITED.  Our movement 
forward will require each of us to be 
fully involved.  We must leave the old 

I ’M NOT LAZY.... I ’M JUST IN MY “ENERGY SAVING” MODE

Mohegan Sun is just around the corner, and 
we are excited as we finalize our plans for 
the Retirees’ Hospitality Room. We plan 
to have breakfast Sunday, Monday, and 
Wednesday; and our hours will be similar 
to last year in Reno. The hospitality room is 
for UPMA Retired members and their regis-
tered guest. Badges will be required for ev-
eryone. If you are a registered active post-
master or manager, you and your registered 
guest may come by to visit and have drinks 
and snacks - as in past years, there will be 
a $10 per day pp fee. For those of you who 
are driving, we are in need of crock pots, an 
electric skillet, and an instapot. If you can 
provide any of these, please contact either 
of us at the following email addresses: 

RETIREES HOSPITALITY 
ROOM AT MOHGAN SUN

The Prime Timers

Betty Lawson
bettylawson@me.com                         

or (615) 587-8178 
Sam McCullar                              

snm38008@charter.net                        
or (731) 645-1740
Clara McCullar

camccullar@charter.net 
or (731) 645-0336

Having last year’s experience behind 
us, we hope to have a better hospi-
tality room in CT.....but last year was 
pretty darn good, thanks to all of you! 
We’re looking forward to a great & fun 
convention! 
Betty, Clara, & Sam 
The Prime Timers

in the past and concentrate fully on 
our new beginning.
We must be a united organization, 
where each member is a vital player.  
Our strength/success will require all 
members to play a vital part in the 
organization.  Perhaps many of us 
have faced changes in our personal 
life and a decision was warranted.  
Did we give up or review our course 
or action, be it negative or positive?  
When all the dust settles and is 
wiped away, we will be stronger and 
more resilient than before.  Let’s do 
together what we cannot do alone.
We are one “UPMA” family, and we 

should never give in or give up.  It 
might seem a bit dark now, but the 
sun will shine brighter with each of 
us giving our best to make the best 
better.  Our Postmasters/Manag-
ers are a diverse group, with many 
different skills and talents, and I 
honored to be a member of this 
team.  I am simply delighted that 
the “US” and “THEM” have been 
replaced with “WE.”  Our retirees 
are special, and I am proud to be a 
part of this group.
“Be on your guard; stand firm in 
the faith; be men of courage; be 
strong.  Do everything in Love.” -- 
1 Corinthians 16:13
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ALL MY L IFE I  THOUGHT AIR WAS FREE .... AND THEN I BOUGHT A BAG OF CHIPS

ILLINOIS RETIREES 
CONVENTION

Kathy Yager   
Area 7 Representative of UPMA Retirees

llinois had our state convention in our 
capital of Springfield at the Crowne 
Plaza. We had 80 attending, 40 actives 
40 Retirees, and one first timer, whom 
we happily welcomed.  
We had a great opening ceremony with 
presentation of colors by VFW Post 
755, and the national anthem sung by 
the Titan Fever Show Choir. The young 
ladies were in Red Spangly dresses, 
Silver shoes and the gents wore black 
formal wear.  They set the tone for the 
whole convention with their wonderful 
songs and great attitudes. Thanks so 
much to them for a great start. 
Following business and lunch, we were 
treated to a wonderful afternoon tour.  
First was the Old State House where 
President Lincoln practiced as a young 
lawyer and Representative. President 
Obama announced his run for the 
White House on the front steps. Our old 
state house is in grand shape and has 
so many great details and furniture. We 
saw the Supreme Court room, Library 
and the new State Capital building.  It 
was a good tour, but much more con-
gested, due to school children and his-
tory clubs touring. 
We stopped at the Rail Way station, 
which brought Lincoln home after his 
assassination at Ford’s Theater. It took 
grieving First Lady Mary Todd Lincoln 
22 days to bring him home at the train 

stopped at every town he had stopped 
on his way to become the President.  
Next we all stopped at the Route 66  
eatery and enjoyed a great time eating, 
drinking and visiting. First Lady Karen 
accompanied and enjoyed the tour. 
That night we played Abe-L-ymics. 
Much fun had by all as we ran the Pony 
Express delivering packages, and 
many other events. The highlight was 
a Jeopardy type contest on Illinois and 
our contribution of great people over 
the last 200 years.  
On Friday, we made Veterans throws 
and Pastor Bob brought  5 finished ones 
to be taken to National.  Barb Anderson 
demonstrated the ease in making them 
and all were beautiful.   Elections were 
held:  Morrie Smith - President,  Liz 
Upoff  - Executive VP, Mary Yater - VP,  
and Mary Ford - Sec./Treas. They will 
take office November 1. 
I spoke, as requested by Pres. Jack 
and Pres. Dan Heins conducted the 
voting. John Sertich gave all a training 
on CMR training for UPMA Adverse Ac-
tion. During the banquet 7 scholarships 
were awarded to some very amazing 
young folks, followed by a dance.  
On Saturday there was a very touching 
and wonderfully conducted Memorial 
Service, where we honored so many 
who have paved the way for those 
still working.  New officers were sworn 
in and brunch served then their final 
board meeting. 
Hopefully, next year we will have many 
more be able to attend.  

WHAT WILL 
WE DO?  

WHAT WILL 
WE WEAR?  
WHAT WILL 

WE EAT?
Important Convention 

Information by Eva Finley
UPMA Ret Editor

Here is a list of things you might want 
to remember while attending the Na-
tional Convention in Unacastle CT.  I 
hope this will help you navigate your 
way.  
Shuttle service is available from the 
Hartford Airport at a discounted rate 
of $35 one-way. You MUST register 
in advance by calling 888-320-4577, 
ext. 21 for the discounted rate.  
Car rentals are also available if you 
stay at the Mohegan Sun.  Contact 
Jim Pommer at 860-886-5603 or 
888-320-4577.  
If you did not choose one of the con-
vention tours, there are many other 
options for seeing the CT country-
side.  Many State Parks and memo-
rials are within a day’s drive.  Look in 
the June issue of The Leader for a list 
of popular sites. It’s best to DRESS 
CASUAL for traveling.

RETIREE HOSPITALITY ROOM
FRIDAY- Light refreshments 4:00-
10:00 PM.  
The retireee hospitaility room is open 
for UPMA retirees members. If you 
are a registered active PM or manag-
er, you and your guest may come by 
to visit and have drinks and snacks, 
for a $10 per day per person fee.

Monday-Thursday:  Daily Devotions 
– Stockbridge Meeting Room

PLEASE NOTE:
TIMES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

SPECIAL DEALS AT CONVENTION 
FOR VETERANS

From: Charley Peters National Treasurer, PM Retired
The Mohegan Sun Restaurants and retail stores will offer Military discounts 
to all Veterans.  These discounts will be available from June 14 through De-
cember 31, 2019 to anyone with a non-expired military I.D. which includes 
active duty, veterans and military dependents. Check the dining establish-
ments and retail stores before you order of purchase these.  
Another bit of information for those of you who use Allegiant Airlines, they 
do not charge Veterans for the first 3 checked bags and 1 carry-on.  When 
you book a flight, don’t declare baggage until you arrive at the ticket counter, 
Show them your Veteran ID and they will not charge you for your checked 
baggage within their weight limit.  Active Military have a more relaxed weight 
limit.  Other benefits such as free seat assignments when available can be 
found on Allegiant’s Web Site. 
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THE TROUBLE WITH REAL IS THERE’S NO IMPENDING DANGER MUSIC

SATURDAY
If you have Veterans’ blankets, 
please bring to the UNCAS Ball-
room, Salon A on Saturday or to the 
Retiree Business Meeting at 10:30 
am on Sunday. 
Registration begins at 10 am, but will 
open Sunday-Wednesday at 7:30 am.  
DRESS IS CASUAL, since mem-
bers will be arriving during the day.  
The Retiree Board Meeting will be 
held in the DELAWARE Board Room 
from 4-6 p.m. if you care to observe 
the Board in Action.  
If you enjoy singing, the Choir for 
the Church Service will meet in the 
UNCAS Ball Room from 6:00 to 7:00, 
just to go over a few songs.  
Retiree Hospitality Room open 
from 4:00 –10:00 for Light Refresh-
ments.  Pizza at 6:00 pm.

SUNDAY
6:00 - 7:30 am Breakfast in Retiree 
Hospitality Room.
9:00 – 10:00 am Church/Memori-
al Service held in UNCAS BALL-
ROOM, Salon A.
10:30 am   The first session of the 
Retiree Business Meeting will be-
gin promptly at 10:30 in the UNCAS 
Ballroom, Salon A.  Some will wear 
their Sunday attire, but BUSINESS 
CASUAL will suffice as well.
Lunch/Cold Cuts will be provided in 
the Retiree Hospitality Room.
3:00 – 4:00 pm  Meet the Candidates 
in the Retiree Hospitality Room.
6:30 – 8:30 pm – A welcome dinner 
will be held in the UNCAS Ballroom 
ABC.  The CT Chapter encourages 
you to wear patriotic colors of red, 
white, or blue to promote the nautical 
theme.  THIS IS NOT MANDATORY.  
8:30 – 11:30 pm  - A dance will be 
held in the UNCAS Ballroom, Salons 
ABC, for your enjoyment.  Greet old 
and new friends and visit a while.

MONDAY
6:00 - 7:30 am Breakfast in 
Retiree Hospitality Room.
8:00 am – General Business 
Session will convene with the 
opening ceremonies. Please 
consult your program for ac-
tivities and speakers.
Attire is BUSINESS CASU-
AL.  A new President and 
Vice-President will be elected 
for the 2020-2021 year.  The 
retirees also vote on Time and 
Place for the 2021 conven-
tion.  Pay attention to all the 
info provided and weigh the 
pros and cons of each site.  
Your Vote Counts so please 
be here to voice your opinion!
5:00 – 7:00 pm – Light Re-
freshments in Retiree Hospi-
tality Room.
7:30 – Midnight – There will be 
a Midnight Dance in the AVA-
LON LOUNGE.  

TUESDAY
FREE DAY/GOLF  
TOURNAMENT
If playing golf, meet in the lob-
by around 8 a.m. Check with 
your individual team and the 
CT Chapter for announced 
times. Good luck to Tiger 
Woods and Jordan Speith!  
Just Kidding!  They won’t 
be here, so you’ll all have a 
chance to be on the winning 
team. Kay Vaughn Maxson, 
Retired PM from Texas, will 
be taking a few pictures for 
us.  She is on a team but will 
be snapping photos when not 
otherwise engaged. If you are 
on a tour, please make sure 
you are present at your as-
signed pick-up spots.  Dress 
is CASUAL.  Enjoy the Day!
6:00 – 10:00 pm  Light Re-
freshments  Retiree Hospi-
tality Room.

WEDNESDAY
6:00 - 7:30 am Breakfast in Retiree Hos-
pitality Room.
8:30 – 5:00 pm -  Business Session will 
resume in the UNCAS Ballroom B & C.  
Consult program 
12:30 – 3:30 pm – UPMA RETIREE LUN-
CHEON in the UNCAS Ballroom, Salon 
A.  Tickets are required and may be found 
in your registration package.  BUSINESS 
CASUAL is accepted. You may sit any-
where except the reserved seats.
4:00 – 6:00 pm – Light Refreshments in 
Retiree Hospitality Room.
7:30–10:30 pm – Don’t miss the Dance 
sponsored by the UPMA Retirees in the 
UNCAS Ballroom.  What a great chance 
to catch up on news from our UPMA Retir-
ee Family and enjoy great company!  You 
don’t want to miss it!

THURSDAY
RETIREE HOSPITALITY ROOM 
CLOSED ALL DAY
8:30 am - General Business Session 
UNCAS Ballroom, Salons B & C.  Consult 
your program for events.  Voting results 
will be announced.  Attire: BUSINESS 
CASUAL.
3:30 – 4:30 pm Retiree Seminar
5:30 – 6:30 pm Reception in the UN-
CAS Ballroom Pre-Function Area.  Meet 
your friends prior to the Banquet.  The CT 
has requested that the Banquet be SEMI 
FORMAL/ FORMAL.  Tux and/or Suits 
or dress wear would be recommended.  
Also, any of the red, white or blue colors 
would fit in with the nautical atmosphere. 
6:30 – 8:30 pm - Banquet will be held in 
the UNCAS Ballroom A,B.C,D.  Tables will 
be numbered to help you find your Chap-
ters section. You will find these on your 
Banquet tickets.   
8:30 – 12:00 midnight  - A dance will im-
mediately follow.  

FRIDAY 
TRAVEL DAY.  We’ll leave our UPMA fam-
ily and friend until next year.  BE SAFE!!!
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WHEN NOTHING GOES RIGHT .... GO LEFT

John Hamm, Charley Peters, and Paul Edd Butler with
 one of the many beautiful items at the KY scholarship 
fundraising auction. In the background you can see the 

colorful quilt donated by the Pieceful Postmasters. This quilt 
was named Calypso Star by Donetta Faulkner-Elmore who 

pieced the quilt and when the winner was drawn, it was our 
own Joann Butler! After all the tickets she and Paul Edd have 
purchased over the years for the many quilts that have been 
raffled, it was exciting to see her finally win one.  Congrats!!

Nick Tunks and Paul Edd 
Butler auctioned items at 

the JDM Scholarship Auction 
Friday night. This is one of 

the fundraisers used to give 
scholarships in Kentucky. This 

year Kentucky gave 12 
scholarships for a total of 

$16,000.00.  

KY Sunday morning 
general sessions. Nick 
Tunks, with Kim and 

Dallas Sharp

KY Convention Attendees working on blankets for our Veterans
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SOME DAYS I AMAZE MYSELF .... OTHER DAYS I  PUT MY KEYS IN THE FRIDGE

MY TRIP TO 
CROATIA

From Sheila Hunter

I was thrilled to be contact-
ed by my dear friend Eva 
Finley asking me to write 
this article. She heard that I 
recently traveled to Germa-
ny and Croatia and wanted 
me to share my travels with 
everyone.  For those that 
may not know me, I was a 
NAPUS Postmaster Repre-
sentative for over 15 years 
and a National Postmaster 
Rep. for many years.   
First, a little update on what 
I know you really want to 
hear about...Jacqueline.  I 
am loving every minute 
of raising Jacqueline and 
spoiling our 16 grandchil-
dren. I retired in 2005 with 
29½ years of service.  As 
many of you know I took the 
“Early Out” because I was 
pregnant. I remember try-
ing to convince friends and 
family that I was not crazy. 
But to put you all at ease, I 
did make it at least this far 
as Jacqueline is going to 
high school this fall.  She is 
in the Junior National Honor 
Society, going for her sec-
ond-degree Black Belt, has 
been playing the piano for 8 
years, is a Cheerleader and 
is on a swim team.  Yes, we 
stay busy.  
I had the opportunity to visit 
Croatia and Germany in Oc-
tober with my son, Edward.  

continued on next page
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LIFE IS SHORT....SMILE WHILE YOU STILL HAVE TEETH

Eddie went to law school in his late 
30s and was studying to take the bar 
in Pennsylvania, but had no problem 
putting that aside for a little while.  He 
always was the adventurous type.
I always wanted to go to Croatia and 
visit the home of my great grandmother, 
Ana Matan.  I was told her home is now 
a Bed and Breakfast, but I did learn that 
is not the case. I was always intrigued 
by the fact of her 7 children, 6 of them 
left Croatia and came to the United 
States, never going back, even for a 
visit.  I thought how sad that must have 
been for her. I became determined to 
go see where she lived and hopefully 
her grave site.  Somehow, I thought she 
would know that her great granddaugh-
ter did come for a visit.    
We started off visiting my niece Kimmy 
who lives in Dresden, Germany with her 
husband and two dogs. I always say 
Kimmy lives the fairy tale life.  We had a 
nice visit with Kimmy who is expecting 
her first baby in May.  I loved Dresden, 
an old city with unique buildings and 
history.  This city was relatively spared 
by the bombings of World War II.  We 
recently traveled to Boston to give Kim-
my a surprise baby shower.  She was 
invited to give a speech at Harvard, and 
we surprised her at “Cheers.”      
After a few days we left Dresden and 
took a train to Zagreb, the capital of 
Croatia.  We traveled through small vil-
lages and stayed away from the tourist 
coastal areas.  We had a driver (Vlatim-
er) who spoke both English and Croa-
tian.  We set out for Ribnik, the small 
village my great-grandmother lived in.  
We first traveled to the church where 
my grandmother was baptized.  There 
was a cemetery beside the church, 
but I could not find the gravesite of my 
great-grandmother.  I was amazed at all 
the fresh flowers on the graves in Octo-
ber.  Apparently is it a custom for fami-
lies to place fresh flowers on the graves 
of their loved ones once a month.  We 
walked around an 800-year-old castle 
behind the church.  
Finding the house of my great grand-
mother did not turn out so easy. The ad-
dress we had was not good, but we did 
have a picture of the house. Ribnik is 

very small and I thought we should try 
to find an elderly person who may rec-
ognize the house as most of the young 
people left.  We stopped at a gas station 
and inside was a bar.  There were some 
elderly men drinking (it was only 11 am) 
and we were so excited one of the men 
recognized the house. He explained to 
Vlatimer where the house would be and 
off we go went these winding dirt roads. 
I thought there was no way we’d find 
a Bed and Breakfast at the end of this 
road but sure enough, there it was.  
An elderly man named Nicholai owns 
the house now, and he remembered 
Slavko, my great-grandmother’s only 
child who stayed in Croatia along with 
his wife Barbara. Nicholai actually pur-
chased the house from Barbara after 
Slavko died.  He said the house was a 
Bed and Breakfast when he purchased 
it but that he could not keep up with it.  
It turned out Nicholai was very nice and 
intrigued as to who I was. Sadly, the 
house was really run down.  
We went on a tour of the grounds with 
Nicholai. He showed us the building 
that contained a wine cellar and how 
he was making wine.  We saw the old 
stable and various other buildings on 
the grounds. I asked Vlatimer to ask 
Nicholai if there was another cem-
etery in Ribnik because I wanted to 
find my great-grandmother’s gravesite 
and he said yes. He explained to Vla-
timer where it was and we started off 
again on miles and miles of dirt roads.  
I thought again surely there cannot be 
anything at the end of these roads, but 
on the top of the hill was a cemetery.  
We walked around and then I spotted 
it.  Ana Matan, Slavko and Barbara all 
buried on the same plot.  I was so ex-
cited.  Vlatimer said he was never with 
anyone who became so excited about 
finding a gravesite, but for me it was the 
most amazing part of the trip.
We loved Zagreb.  It is such a nice city.  
Very late at night families walked the 
streets with small children and it felt so 
safe. The food was outstanding.  Many 
of the meals we ate reminded me of my 
grandmother’s cooking.   
From Zagreb we went to Berlin.  We 
spent the weekend taking tours of the 
city and actually stood on the spot 
where Adolf Hitler committed suicide.  It 

was so sad and overwhelming to walk 
through the Jewish communities that 
were left untouched for seventy years.  
On that Saturday three peaceful 
demonstrations took place amounting 
to millions of people.  My son thought 
it was exciting, me not so much.  At 
one point we got stuck walking with 
the demonstrators.  I had no idea what 
they were demonstrating against; 
however, later my husband looked it 
up on the internet and said they were 
demonstrating against Angela Merkle.   
We had a wonderful time.  The meals 
were awesome, the weather was 
amazing and for two whole weeks we 
heard nothing about what was going 
on in American politics. My husband 
made all the travel plans and reser-
vations and did such a wonderful job.  
He was so excited about me going.  I 
would have loved to go with him and 
Jacqueline; but he did not want to take 
her out of school for two weeks.  My 
older daughter, Heather, could not go 
because of work and her four children.  
Like she said before we left. “After you 
are gone Mom, Eddie will always re-
member he went to Europe for the first 
time with his mother and had such a 
nice time.”  Only a mother of an adult 
son would understand this.  At the end 
of the day I knew she was right.

THE VIRTUAL WALL
Memorial Day is a time to honor those 
who served our country, especially 
those who gave their all.  Memorial 
Walls in our Nation’s capital help us 
remember and honor those men and 
women who unselfishly gave their 
lives to ensure our freedom.  
The website www.virtualwall.org is 
an online virtual wall of those who 
died in the Vietnam War.  To learn 
who those honored soldiers are in 
your hometown, go to www.virtual-
wall.org/iStates.htm, then click on 
your state. Scroll down to the city 
where you sent to high school and 
look at the names.  Click on the name 
and see the details of the person’s 
death, a picture, if available and a bio 
and medals. 
(Thanks to Linda Carter at UPMA gold for pro-
viding this information.)

...CROATIA continued....
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PEOPLE SAY NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE .... BUT I DO NOTHING EVERY DAY

“THE HUNT 
FOR 

PABLO 
ESCOBAR”
BY JOE TOFT 

D.E.A. AGENT 
IN CHARGE

hicles and had body guards with Uzi’s 
standing next to his bed.  Informants 
were given polygraphs to make sure 
they were telling the truth.  The car-
tels sent confidents to infiltrate the 
DEA.  There were millions of dollars 
on Escobar, but no one tried to collect 
the reward.  Wiretaps proved to be a 
useful tool and a lot of intelligence 
was collected.  His only fear was the 
DEA and the American Government.  
He thought he was in complete con-
trol.  He tried to get the Columbian 
Government to change the extradi-
tion laws to the US and used bomb 
threats.  In 1988-1989 the DEA tried 
to disrupt his operation as much as 
possible.  They targeted taps and 
thought from 50 to 100 people knew 
here he was hiding.  
The Event of 1989:  The Presidential 
candidate Galand was a shoo-in.  He 
has been strong against narcotics.  
Optimists felt once he got elected, 
the situation there would get better.  
But, he was assassinated. Raids 
were initiated against Escobar. He 
was on the run, but God was with us.  
The response:  he exploited over 200 
bones.  He offered $4300 for every 
cop that was killed.  Over 300 men 
were killed, some during off-duty 
times.  He staged kidnapping family 
members, ordered assassinations 
of people of different parties, and he 
intimidated the government.  In 1989 
his partners in crime were killed with 
a shoot-out with the police.  
In 1991 Escobar was buying votes.  
One guy came to the DEA willing to 
be videoed with one of Escobar’s 
attorneys.  It was taped, and money 
was exchanged.  The evidence that 
was handed over to the president 
included the wiretap that votes were 
being bought.  Escobar surrendered 
to the president.  He had demands: 
he built his own prison, pick-
ing his own guards – we lost, 
we were defeated.  He oper-
ated out of a cathedral.  He 
built a soccer field and played 
with a team, had a disco, and 
his cell was better than a five-
star hotel, with a spa and of-
fice.  Plush.  The Columbian 
police were not allowed near 

the prison.  He could go to parties 
and host parties.  
In July of 1992, a couple of traffick-
ers stole 30 million dollars from him.  
Escobar invited men to a meeting 
and they were tortured until they 
told him where the traffickers were 
hiding.  37 members of two groups 
were killed and their bodies have 
never been found. An emissary 
was sent to his prison and was tak-
en hostage, along with money and 
guns. Escobar walked out of prison.  
When he escaped the “hunt” was 
back on. The military got involved 
as well as the USA to track him 
down.  In 1993, his gang members 
were killed left and right.  A group 
started signing cards where these 
people were killed. They went to 
the counter-cartel because they 
were going to be killed.  They had to 
stay “neutral” so the USA would be 
“charged.”  This cartel did dirty work 
that the cops could not do.  Esco-
bar as desperately trying to get his 
family out of the country. He was 
trying to get them out of the country 
moving them to Germany.  An agent 
was placed on the plane and denied 
him access to Germany, so his fam-
ily was sent back to Columbia.  He 
called the president and threatened 
him, but he then called his son and 
agreed to let them talk to him.  
When Escobar was killed, it was a 
great day in Columbia.  The cops 
got the ten million dollars placed 
on his head.  It was sad to know 
that corruption was already among 
cops.   They had to burn all the drug 
labs because there was no other 
way to get rid of them.  
(Joe also shared a “funny” story 
about his first stop as an agent.  He 
stopped a car for a violation – and 
left his badge and gun in the car!!)

Written by Eva Finley
UPMA Ret Editor

Joe Toft, friend of President Jack Wilkins, 
spoke to the retirees at Monday’s busi-
ness session in Reno Nevada.  He has 
30 years law enforcement experience 
and worked in Bogota, Columbia, from 
January 1988 to September of 1994 as 
Special Agent in Charge.  His search 
and apprehension of Pablo Escobar was 
a long and complex story, an incredible 
experience, and the highlight of his ca-
reer. I wrote his story from notes taken 
from his speech (hopefully they are pret-
ty accurate, as I wrote as fast as possi-
ble.) I hope you find his story intriguing.  
The Columbia, South America office is 
the biggest and most high-profile DEA 
office in the world.  During the years Joe 
served from 1988 to 1993, the office was 
responsible for 449,000 pounds of co-
caine and labs which manufactured co-
caine. Of the DEA, ATF and IRS Agents, 
only one life was lost.  The equivalent of 
the USA FBI, they did not have police 
powers and couldn’t make arrests.
Escobar and his partners handled 90% 
of the drug traffic coming into the US.  
These included communist guerillas, 
right wing military groups and drug car-
tels.  It was a true war zone with cartel 
wars, murders and kidnapping.  Although 
Joe was ready for the chaos, it was ten 
times worse than he expected.  Esco-
bar started his “career” as a small-time 
car thief.  He later progressed to drug 
trafficking.  He was the biggest dealer 
of cocaine coming to the United States.  
In 1989, he was said to be the seventh 
richest man in the world.
The biggest obstacle in Columbia was 
corruption.  The police were heavily pen-
etrated by corruption.  Politics, all the 
way to the President, was comprised.  
Escobar had a $300,000 bounty on his 
head.  There were threats on him and 
agents.  They drove around in army ve-



Page 10 In The Mailbox

LIFE IS SHORT....SMILE WHILE YOU STILL HAVE TEETH
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I HATE WHEN I GAIN 10 POUNDS FOR A ROLE AND THEN REALIZE I’M NOT AN ACTOR

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS AND BY-LAWS CHANGES
  FROM:  BY-LAWS COMMITTEE, MIKE O’BRIEN, CHAIRMAN

CURRENT ARTICLE III - 
ORGANIZATION
Section 1: The members of this Or-
ganization shall organize units corre-
sponding to UPMA Chapters, subject 
to rules, Articles of Incorporation and 
Bylaws of UPMA as mutually provided.
Section 2: Executive Areas
This Organization shall establish fif-
teen (15) separate areas to be known 
as UPMA Retired Executive Areas, 
numbered one (1) through fifteen (15). 
These Executive Areas shall have 
reasonable uniformity in geographical 
size as follows:
Area One: MA, ME, NH, VT
Area Two: CT, NY, RI, PR/VI
Area Three: DE, NJ, PA
Area Four: IN, KY, OH
Area Five: DC, MD, VA, WV
Area Six: FL, GA, NC, SC
Area Seven: IL, MI
Area Eight: AR, IA, MO
Area Nine: MN, ND, SD, WI
Area Ten: KS, NE, OK
Area Eleven: LA, TX
Area Twelve: AZ, CA, HI, NV
Area Thirteen: AL, MS, TN
Area Fourteen: CO, NM, UT, WY
Area Fifteen: AK, ID, MT, OR, WA

PROPOSED ARTICLE III - 
ORGANIZATION
Section 1: The members of this Organiza-
tion shall organize units corresponding to 
UPMA Chapters, subject to rules, Articles 
of Incorporation and Bylaws of UPMA as 
mutually provided.
Section 2: Executive Areas
This Organization shall establish fifteen 
(15) separate areas to be known as UPMA 
Retired Executive Areas, numbered one 
(1) through fifteen (15). These Executive 
Areas shall have reasonable uniformity in 
geographical size as follows:
Area One: MA, ME, NH, VT
Area Two: CT, NY, RI, PR/VI
Area Three: DE, NJ, PA
Area Four: IN, KY, OH
Area Five: DC, MD, VA, WV
Area Six: FL, GA, NC, SC
Area Seven: IL, MI
Area Eight: AR, IA, MO
Area Nine: MN, ND, SD, WI
Area Ten: KS, NE, OK
Area Eleven: LA, TX
Area Twelve: AZ, CA, HI, NV
Area Thirteen: AL, MS, TN
Area Fourteen: CO, NM, UT, WY
Area Fifteen: AK, ID, MT, OR, WA
ADD: Section 3: The UPMA Retired 
President will appoint UPMA Retired 
members in good standing to act as 
Area Representatives for a term of 2 
years, those members appointed must 
be domiciled in one of the states includ-
ed in the area they represent. (i.e. the 
Area Representative for Area 1 must 
reside in either MA, ME, NH, or VT, etc.)

Number 1. Article X Committees, 
Section J
CURRENT READING: No member 
will serve more than two (2) con-
secutive years
PROPOSED CHANGE: STRIKE-
OUT SECTION J: No member will 
serve more than two (2) consecu-
tive years on the same committee.
RATIONALE: This section will tie 
the hands of future presidents be-
cause he/she will not be able to 
appoint committee chairs and/or 
members due to this restriction. 
In addition, committee chairs and 
members serve only one term and 
can be removed by the appointing 
authority, unless reappointed by 
the incoming president.
Number 2. Article V Officers, 
Section1.
CURRENT READING: President 
 — their duties shall be to preside 
at all meetings of the organization; 
call all special...The President shall 
be elected to one two-year term in 
the odd-numbered years.
PROPOSED CHANGE: ADD: The 
President shall be elected to one 
two-year in the odd-numbered 
years or until his/her successor 
is elected.
WILL READ IF ADOPTED: Presi-
dent — their duties...The President 
shall be elected to one two-year in 
the odd-numbered years or until 
his/her successor is elected.
RATIONALE: This is the new lan-
guage recommended by RONR 
(Rules of Order Newly Revised 
page 574, (30). Officers may be re-
moved from office at the pleasure 
of the membership as provided 
in the parliamentary authority.” In 
case of any emergency or other 
situations, officers will remain in of-
fice until an election is held.
THIS LANGUAGE SHOULD APPY 
TO ALL OFFICERS.
Add: or until his/her successor is 
elected to: Article V sections 2, 3, 
and 4.

EMAIL SCAM ALERT
FROM:  BETH RIDDLE AND GERRI SWARM

Be on the alert for a SCAM email being received by 
UPMA officers and members asking for money. It ap-
pears that it is coming form the chapter presidents, but 
it is not from the presidents’ email addresses.  It is defi-
nitely a SCAM.  NEVER click on any links that may be 
included in the email.  
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TIE BLANKETS FOR 
OUR VETERANS

Judy Viergutz
Retired Postmaster--Minnesota

When I received the January-Febru-
ary issue of In The Mailbox, I was so 
excited to see the retirees project for 
veterans on the front cover!  I knew 
right away that I was going to be 
making a couple of blankets to do-
nate.  I am a retired postmaster who 
has had many relatives and friends 
in the service through the years.  My 
grandfather was in WW I, my dad 
was in WW 2, my uncle in the Kore-
an War and my nephews served in 

the Air Force and Army.  I have 
made many fleece blankets for 
our local Hospice House. See-
ing someone with a blanket you 
have done is very touching to 
the heart.  
“Thank you” to all of our veter-
ans who will be recognized at 
the National Convention.  What 
a wonderful idea this is-thanks 
to Eva Finely, Keith Miner and 
all those who are working with 
this great project.  I won’t be 
able to attend this year’s Nation-
al Convention, but my thoughts 
will be there every day.

Texas State Convention Attendees at 
work on Veterans’ Blankets

Next issue:  SOC Registration and Info - October 10-13, Orlando FL

Molly 
Garwood  
dispalys 
beautiful 
blanket 

she made 
for Texas 
members 
to give to 
veterans


