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MISSISSIPPI 
RETIREE SHOWS 
TRUE PATRIOTISM
Eva Finley, UMPA Ret Editor

Kathy Keene-Williams made 
a blanket (pictured) for the 
Veteran Lap-Blanket Project 
that Veterans will transport 
to a local Veteran’s Home 
in Uncasville, Connecticut.  
She has a unique story that 
should inspire all of us.
I met Kathy in Vicksburg, 
Mississippi, at their State 
convention.  She has written a thank you to retirees, lo-
cated on page 11 of this issue.  Kathy was diagnosed with 
leukemia (cancer) and has been undergoing cancer treat-
ments at M.D. Anderson in Houston. She read about the re-
tirees’ efforts to make blankets for our treasured veterans.  
Although the treatments have zapped most of her energy 
and made her sick, she felt that she had to, wanted to, and 
WOULD make a blanket for the Mississippi Retirees to do-
nate.  Not only did she make one, but she embroidered 
“MISSISSIPPI” on the front, so that the lucky Veteran who 
received that blanket would know the pride and love that 
her state has for our military heroes. 
I think Kathy showed so much love and compassion, even 
when she was sick and feeling rather “down and out.”  She 
chose to help someone else.  If Kathy can do it, why can’t 
you and me?  We are strong, have good health and live a 
wonderful life.  We should want to put a smile on the faces 
of those men who have given so much to our Country.   
Kathy raised the bar.  Can you?

BLANKETS FOR VETERANS PROJECT IS A HIT

MEMORIAL DAY IS MAY 27th  
Remember our Veterans who 

served our Country

Above:   
Tennessee 
Retirees show 
off the blanket 
they made for 
one very lucky 
Veteran

At left: Arlene 
Bush, with Sam 
and Clara McCullar 
from Tennessee 
Chapter
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“THE SECRET OF STAYING YOUNG IS TO LIVE HONESTLY, EAT SLOWLY AND LIE ABOUT YOUR AGE.”  -- LUCILLE BALL

OUR NEW 
BEGINNING

Shirley T. Johnson
UPMA Ret Chaplain

Eccesiastes 4:9-10 “Two are better 
than one, because if they have a 

good return for their work:  If one falls down, his 
friend can help him up.  But pity the man who falls 
and has no one to help him up.”
Often when someone begins a new or different 
direction, it usually denotes that an adjustment is 
needed. Change is not readily accepted due to the 
unknown. Our past organization is experiencing 
some difficulty. However, this too will pass.   Our 
leaders are working diligently to assist as we over-
come the hurdles we are facing.  These changes 
have been discussed for a period of time with mem-
bers and leaders.  I am reminded of this quote…
“Old habits are hard to break”.  We all must work 
together diligently to replace the old with the new….
and we will!
Getting adjusted to the unknown will take time.  How-
ever, we all must play a part in the movement.  We 
must never let go of our past and ready ourselves 
for the present/future.  Out UPMA organization has 
a wealth of knowledge and talent, and I’m confident 
UPMA will move forward with strength and resolve.  
Each of us MUST play a part in the movement.  Our 
UPMA will be stronger as the adjustment decreas-
es.  We must never forget that we’re a family, and 
families stick together. I envision our merge as all 
our brothers/sisters under the same umbrella. I’m 
excited about the merge and ask you to join in the 
excitement. We’ll get to meet and know our sisters 
and brothers that we’ve not known before. Let’s all 
move forward with an attitude of much love.

SGT BEN JOHNSON
USAF, 1976-1980

Veteran Retired UPMA
Stationed at Clark Air Force Base,  
Phillipines and Wright Patterson Air 
Force Base, Fairborn Ohio
Served as a Law Enforcement   
Specialist, Narcotic Detective Dog  
Handler and US Military Customs  
Inspector
Past NY State UPMA Editor

BRENDA WARD
Postmaster Retired, Kill Devil Hill NC

Please accept my sincere 
thanks for the many prayers, 
positive thoughts, cards and 
messages I have received 
during this time of illness, hos-
pitalization, surgery and the 
healing process. It has been 
very uplifting and meant a 
great deal to me. I have had a 
long road ahead, but it helps to 
know my UPMA family is in my 
corner. (Brenda had heart sur-
gery in January. Her address is: 
400 West Eden Street, Kill Devil 
Hills, NC 27948.)

KATHY KEENE-WILLIAMS
Postmaster Retired, Fulton MS

I want to extend my gratitude 
to all who called, sent texts and 
offered prayers on my behalf as 
I go through my leukemia treat-
ments.  It’s really been tough at 
times but all of you have kept me 
going!  I’ve got several cycles to 
go, but I hope to be well enough 
to make it to the National con-
vention. Cards may be sent to 
Kathy at: 234 Brentwood Drive, 
Pontotoc, MS 38863.
(Editor’s note:  Please notice Kathy’s 
photo on the front page of this issue 
and read under her picture.)

  
GERRY OSBORNE

I appreciated and enjoyed all the recent contacts 
from so many Postal friends as I enter the 10th 
decade of my life. The wide assortment of your 
remembrances was a true delight for me to share 
and enjoy.  This truly has been a memorable occa-
sion and I extend a big thanks for your part.  

STEVE VANDERHOOF
Thanks for the overwhelming response from 
UPMA members about the passing of my father, 
Jim Vanderhoof. Reminds me of what caring, 
committed, and professional people that make up 
this great organization. Your support and concern 
are helping me deal with this loss.  I am so lucky 
to have so many friends.  Now I am suffering from 
writer’s cramp responding to all the cards and let-
ters, but I don’t mind at all.  THank you so much. 
(Note: Steve’s address is 3261 Fox Grape Street, 
Springfield MO 65804).
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JUST CRUISIN’
Eva Finley, UPMA Retired Editor

The NC/SC Chapters of UPMA cruised 
the high seas to the Bahamas with ap-
proximately 80 plus members, family and 
guests in attendance.  Included in the 
guest list was National President Dan 
Heins and wife Karen, and National Re-
tiree President Jack Wilkins , National Ad-
verse Actions Members, David Disharoon 
and George Finley. After the NC/SC Re-
tirees concluded their respect state chap-
ter business, they visited while making 4 
blanket/throws for Veterans.  Assisting 
were:  NC – Dinah Marshall, Lois Barbo-
ur and Linda Carter, SC – Beverly LeNoir, 
Barbara Partain, John Powell, TX – Eva 
Finley, MS – Cindy Addy, and NV – Jack 
Wilkins. 
Several events ocurred which made the 
trip a delight.  We attended one of the 
comedy routines in the auditorium one 
night where “volunteers” were “recruited” 
to assist with the entertainment.  President 
Jack was one of the three “participants” se-
lected.  Each one had to wear a “Beatles” 
wig – but that was not the funny part.  They 
had to dance and prance around the stage 
to accommodate the music.  Where’s my 

camera when I need 
it?  Lois Barbour, 
NC, had hers handy, 
so she snapped 
some shots from 
were we were seat-
ed.  We knew all of 
you wouldn’t believe 
that this was our 
own refined gentle-
men President!  Hi-
larious!!  Score one point for Cindy for 
encouraging him to do it!
Another event was a meeting of all vet-
erans aboard the ship.  Representing 
UPMA was Dominick Spadaro, NC, 
Calvin Bagley, NC and President Jack 
Wilkins.  Honoring Americans heroes al-
ways holds a special place in our hearts.  
Thanks, guys, for representing us well.  
Cindy, Jack, George and I enjoyed the 
mini-golf course on the top deck.  Jack 
started out with a hole-in-one on the first 
hole. As the game progressed I wanted 
to crawl in the other holes since my balls 
wouldn’t go in. I claimed it was because 
the ship was rocking but Cindy pointed 
out that we were docked. SHUCKS!  We 
had a lot of fun and too many laughs.

We always counted on Harry Car-
ter and George to eat the “special” 
of the night, like oxtail tongue and 
other funky foods. Linda Carter 
and I looked the other way while 
they relished their selections.
The cruise was so special – I got to 
meet friends, like Frank from NY, 
who I did not know and bonded 
well with all those who attended.  
Also, I think I forgot to add – there 
were several training classes that 
the active members attended.  
Maybe next time I’ll see Captain 
Jack.   – Sparrow that is.  Arr-rr, 
Life was Good.  Thanks, UPMA 
Chapters North and South Caroli-
na for making it a special trip.

“I’M 59 AND PEOPLE CALL ME MIDDLE AGED. HOW MANY 118 YEAR OLD MEN DO YOU KNOW?” -- BARRY CRYER

Dan and 
Karen 
Heins 
display 
their 
patriotism 
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“AS YOU GET OLDER, THE PICKINGS GET SLIMMER, BUT THE PEOPLE DON’T.” -- CARRIE FISHER

PRESIDENT 
JACK WILKINS
1) In 2014, John Jaco-
bo, Retired Postmaster, 
and I took 30 days and 

went 6,001 miles on a motorcycle 
trip traveling Interstate 10, southern 
route to the edge of Florida.  We re-
turned via Interstate 70 and 80. We 
encountered major snowstorms and 
icy roads near Cheyenne WY.  Both 
of us went down, but fortunately we 
suffered no injuries or damage.

2) In 2016, John and I took 31 days and 
went 8,020 miles on the same mo-
torcycles. We could not travel the 
same route, so we left Reno for Bis-
marck, ND, then south and east of 
our southernmost destination of Key 
West, FL.  Along the way we visited 
family and some friends made due to 
our involvement in our Postmaster 
organization.

3)  In 1998 I was the new Postmaster 
of Lexington KY.  Having been there 
only four days, I served as the Mas-
ter of Ceremonies for the First Day 
issue of the Secretariat Stamp.  Pen-
ny Chenery, owner of Secretariat, 
and I unveiled the new commemo-
rative stamp in the Winners Circle of 
Keenland Racetrack.

LINDA CARTER,
EMAIL 
COORDINATOR
1)  I was an avid water 
skier with combo, slolum 

and trick skis……but I cannot swim.  
In spite of several swimming les-
sons, I just don’t get it!

2) I drove my own motorcycle along-
side husband Harry with a “gang” of 
friends.

3) I got married while I was in the tenth 
grade in High School.

VICE-PRESIDENT 
RODNEY BOLAND
1) I have been bitten by a 
snake.

2) I have been bitten by a raccoon and 
took a round of rabies shots.

3) I know how to “throw a diamond.”

 
 WHITTEN

1) I play duplicate bridge.
2) I am a substitute teach-

er at a Presbyterian Day School.
3) I am a greeter at a local funeral home 

to lift the bereaved.

TREASURER
CHARLEY 
PETERS
1) In high school, I 
played football start-

ing all 4 years as guard on Of-
fense and Linebacker on De-
fense...all 155 pounds of me.

2) I snorkeled at the Great Barri-
er Reef off the coast of Cairns, 
Australia.  9,069 miles from my 
Monticello, KY home.

3) I was blessed seeing the Pas-
sion Play in Oberammergau 
Germany in 1970, during my 
Army Tour of duty.  The Bubon-
ic Plague raged Europe and 
in 1633 the Oberammergau 
Villagers promised God to per-
form the suffering, death and 
Resurrection of Christ every 
tenth year if the death toll from 
the Plague would stop.  God 
answered their prayer, and 
in 1634 the first Passion Play 
took place.  The 7 hours play 
with over 2000 performers is 
performed every ten years on 
the years ending with 0.

PAST PRESIDENT
JOHN OLSON
1) I grew up in Chicago 
but spent many years 
working on my uncle’s 

farm in Nebraska, where I learned 
how to drive trucks and farm equip-
ment.  And, by the way, I also learned 
about electric fences.

2) I have lived in 5 different countries, 4 
island groups, 13 different states and 
one trust Territory. 

3) I fished in the 1983 Governor’s Cup 
Walleye Tour in North Dakota, when, 
during a violent storm, my boat was 
sunk by a larger boat. (We didn’t win 
the tournament).

SHIRLEY T. 
JOHNSON, 
CHAPLAIN
1) I outran a bull 
that was chasing 

me in a pasture when I was 12 
years old. (Wouldn’t want to 
do that again!) Also I’m afraid 
of dogs, regardless of size.

2) I once baked a chocolate cake 
and put in all the ingredients 
EXCEPT the sugar. (Not good!)

3) Some of my greatest joys 
in life is assisting the elderly 
in variously capacities, i.e.: 
housekeeping, shopping and 
just visiting as well as men-
toring young adults in their 
spiritual growth, while sharing 
ideas of a better tomorrow.

SALLY ROBINSON, 
HISTORIAN
1) I rode the White River 
Rapids in Aspen, Colora-
do.  I hate water but did 
this on a dare.  I hit Cem-

etery Rapids and got soaked.
2) I am a frustrated poet and have writ-

ten a small book of poems – never 
published.

3) I am a proud great-grandmother of 
Mike who just graduated from col-
lege – He did it the hard way.  He 
drove back and forth every day and 
worked part time.  MY HERO!

THREE THINGS YOU DIDN’T KNOW ABOUT YOUR OFFICERS          
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“PEOPLE SAY THAT AGE IS JUST A STATE OF MIND. I SAY IT’S MORE ABOUT THE STATE OF YOUR BODY.” -- GEOFFREY PARFITT

JOHN BALL, 
PARLIAMENTARIAN
1) I have been playing golf for 
over 40 years, and I made my first 
Hole-in-One on 9/21/06 at Coyote 

Run Golf Course in Flossmoor, Illinois.  It 
was a Par 3, 165 yards, with a 7 Iron.

2) While in the service, I ran the 880 Relay 
race during track and field day in Duluth, 
Minnesota.  I started out with a big lead and 
ran out of gas during the final lap.  I came in 
second place and almost passed out due to 
exhaustion.

3) Once, while playing basketball at James A. 
Bowen High School in Chicago, we were 
one point behind with 3 seconds to go on the 
scoreboard. I ran down the other end of the 
court, caught a pass and made the winning 
basket. My team carried me off the court!

EVA FINLEY, 
EDITOR
1)  I played shortstop on my 
church (First Baptist Church) 
league’s softball team for sev-
eral years in McCormick SC. 

We held the winning title 4 years in a row.    
2) I got my driver’s license when I was 14 

years old in a 1951 Packard (aka the 
“Sherman Tank”). I could barely see over 
the dashboard or reach the pedals. My 
Daddy had to put a Sears catalog and 
telephone directory in the seat so I could 
see out the windshield.  (I still have night-
mares about clutches, pedals and gears!)

3) I was robbed at gunpoint in the Gifford 
SC Post Office where I was Postmaster 
in 2001. The perpetrators were appre-
hended 6 months later, after robbing 3 
more offices in the Charleston SC area 
(Their feeble excuse for their actions was 
they needed the money for illegal drugs.)

THREE THINGS YOU DIDN’T KNOW ABOUT YOUR OFFICERS          2019 GOLF TOURNAMENT 
AT NATIONAL CONVENTION

 

   JULY 30, 2019
  NORWICH GOLF CLUB

The Golf Tournament will be played in Norwich, CT, at the Norwich Golf 
Club on July 30th.  The tournament will have a shotgun start at 10 a.m.  
The $155 fee includes 18 holes of golf, a cart, snacks, barbecue lunch, 
giveaways and a 50/50 putting contest.  Club rentals are $45.  The golf 
registration was printed in The Leader twice....January/February 2019 
issue on page 54 and the March 2019 issue.  Contact Head Oro Mike 
Svab at 860-889-797 or mxvab@norwichgolf.com. Questions to this 
event can be directed to the Chairman, Ira Flannery at 860-465-9725 or 
email him: a4him@hotmail.com. 

POST OFFICE RENAMINGS
Thomas P. Costin Jr. Post Office

By: Gerri Swarm
The UPMA National Office has been notified 
that the Lynn, Massachusetts Post Office will 
be named in honor of Tom Costin, two-time Na-
tional President of NAPUS, on May 24, 2019 at 
11:00 AM.  Anyone is invited to attend.  Cards 
of congrats may be mailed to Tom at 54 Maolis 
Road, Nahant MA 01474.

Frank Leone Post Office
From:  Melissa Lomax

A special ceremony was held on April 25 to honor Frank Leone, 
an Oakland NJ Favorite Son.  Highlight of the ceremony was an 
unveiling of the plaque to fulfil Public Law 115-374 dedicating the 
Oakland NJ Post Office as the “Frank Leone Post Office”.  The bill 
introduced the bill in the U. S. house of Representatives and fol-
lowing passage by the House and Senate, the bill was signed into 
law on December 21, 2018, by the President.
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“I CAN’T WAIT TO TELL MY GRANDKIDS I WAS BORN BEFORE THE INTERNET.” -- UNKNOWN

MONTANA VETERANS’ MEMORIAL
By:  Michael Winters

In 1999 Michael Winters of Great Falls, Montana, an US Air 
Force and Marine Corp Reserve Veteran, formed a com-
mittee of veterans to build a Veterans Memorial to honor all 
Veterans.  The team embraced the challenge building the 
Montana Veterans Memorial on a historical site overlooking 
the Missouri River, an area where Lewis and Clark one ex-
plored and where Lt. John J. Pershing camped.  The memo-
rial contains over 7,000 black granite tiles with the Veterans 
name and service branch, 200 Blackfeet warrior names and 
three Confederate Veterans’ names. 
The project began with $500 and to date have raised over 
1.6 million dollars.  Through legislative Acton the Montana 
Veterans’ Memorial has been designated and recognized 
as a Montana State Memorial.  Through our accomplish-
ments and success, we have been the catalyst for other 
communities to build and honor veterans.  

Alva and Ruth Lill, of Charter Oak Iowa show the blanket 
they made with Wounded warriors on it and USPS on 
back.  Alva is Postmas-
ter Retired from Lawton 
IA.  Alva says, “My wife, 
Ruth and I put together 
a couple of lap/quilts for 
you to send to your Vet-
erans.  We will probably 
continue to make some 
but send to our Iowa 
Veteran Center in Mar-
shalltown.  They will not 
look like this.  We just 
thought it would be nice 
to mention a couple of 
Post Offices in the area 
and have them signed.  
They enjoyed it and we 
hope you do also.”
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SOUTH CAROLINA & 
GUESTS

MISSISSIPPI 
STATE CONVENTION

SOUTH CAROLINA & NORTH CAROLINA 
GO CRUISIN’ see article on page 3

Above, Bill Tierney and Val Nehls, of Wisconsin show how to make 
lap blankets for Veterans and the finished product. 

OKLAHOMA
STATE CONVENTION

“YOU KNOW YOU’RE GETTING OLD WHEN EVERYTHING HURTS AND WHAT DOESN’T HURTS DOESN’T WORK.” -- HY GARDNER
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AREA 10 NEWS
Cathy Schievelbein
UPMA Ret  Area 10 Rep

I want to thank President 
Jack for appointing me 
as UPMA Retired Area 
10 Rep Kansas, Nebras-

ka and Oklahoma. I started my career in 
1966 as a Temporary Indefinite Clerk, in 
Arapahoe. In 1968 I was promoted to a 
career regular clerk and in 1969, I was ap-
pointed OIC Arapahoe, NE and in 1971 I 
was one of the first employees in Nebras-
ka to be promoted to Postmaster in the U 
S Postal Service.
As OIC I immediately joined both NAPUS 
and League. With that being said, this is 
my 50th year as a Postmaster Organiza-
tion member.
As an active member of these organi-
zations, I made many close friends who 
shared their knowledge. I quickly learned 
that help with any situation was only a 
phone call away. Our Area Meeting and 
Conventions are still as relevant in 2019 
in education and support for any Post-
masters and Managers.
As Retirees, we are still offering our sup-
port and experience to active Postmas-
ters, Managers and employees.
All of the above are the reasons I am in-
volved as a UPMA Retiree!

GERRY OSBORNE celebrated his 
90th birthday on April 12th.  

Cards may be sent to 722 North Ash 
Street, Ainsworth, NE 69210-1208.

FROM OUR NATIONAL 
RETIREE LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE

Bill Tierney

Kelly McCartney

HR141 & S521
Bill Tierney

UPMA Retiree National Legislative Committee Member

For those of us that are CSRS Retirees, we find our-
selves shorted when it comes to Social Security if we 
had a job that required us to pay into Social Security.  
For years we have fought for the repeal/correction of 
both Government Pension Offset and Windfall Elimi-
nation Provision. Again this year legislation has been 
drafter in each House,  H R 141 and S 521.  Both 
have bipartisan support.  
I urge everyone to write, call or email their respective 
member of Congress and thank them if they are a 
co-sponsor or, if not, urge them to be.  Go to www.
congress.gov to see where your representatives 
stand.  It’s well past time for this legislation to pass, 
but it needs our voice to help that happen.Steve Vanderhoof

I am extremely grateful that you 
have chosen me as a recipient for 
the UPMA Scholarship Award.  I 
applied the funds to my sophomore 
tuition at Mount Marty college in 
Yankton, South Dakota.  Here, I am 
enrolled in the Bachelor of Science 
in the Nursing Program.  I participat-
ed in the Pinning Ceremony at Mt 
Marty College. The tradition pinning 
ceremony for nursing graduates has 
its roots in the 12th century, making 
it one of the longest and most storied 
traditions for any of today’s profes-
sions. Through this unique ceremo-
ny began with the 12th-century Cru-
sades, today it serves as a modern 
indicator of academic achievement, 
dedication, and professional excel-
lence.  Nurses who take part in this 
ceremony are connected with many 

previous generations of nurses who 
delivered excellent care, moved the 
position forward, and transformed 
the lives of many.  
After graduation, I will then pursue 
a Certified Registered Nurse of An-
esthesia degree where I will help 
others, as you have for me.  I would 
like to personally thank every indi-
vidual who has contributed to this 
scholarship program. You have 
made it possible for the nine of us 
to help us begin a new and exciting 
chapter in our lives.  Thank you for 
selecting me to generously award 
me the $1,000 scholarship.
Very sincerely yours, 
Meghan R. Nelson 
Daughter of Postmaster Debra Nelson,
South Dakota

The views expressed in the Retiree IN THE MAILBOX newsletter are those of the writer, 
and are not necessarily those of the USPS or of UPMA.

CAN 
YOU 

TAKE A 
PHOTO?

YOU MAY BE A 
WINNER!!!!

Photos are being accepted for the 
2020 UPMA Calendar!  The criteria is 
hi-resolution, horizontal .jpg’s and the 
deadline is JUNE 15th.  Please limit 
your entries to two per person.  

Send photos to kbalentyoung@gmail.
com.  Be sure to include your name, 
contact information, and post office 
from which you retired.  

“I THINK AGE IS A VERY HIGH PRICE TO PAY FOR MATURITY.” -- TOM STOPPARD
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LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR

Eva Finley
UPMA Retired Editor

Dear Ms. Finley, 
This is Yuzo K. Dort, the 

son of Donna A. Dort.  Kathy sent me an 
article that you wrote in In the Mailbox 
about my Mom. I was very impressed 
that you wrote such a wonderful article 
the most wonderful human being I knew 
in the World!  She was indeed a devout 
believer.  I have never, ever heard of her 
critical about other people. She loved 
everybody and everybody loved her!
Well, in a sense, she was a very for-
tunate person, being born as she was 
– with a fantastic music talent, such a 
wonderful personality, and having had 
such a wonderful profession as a Post-
master (as a woman!) for 40 years.  At 
the funeral I spoke, and at the end I said, 
“Let’s Crap our Hands” for her life well 
Done!  And, indeed, everyone crapped 
their hands for her!
Something amazing happened. She 
passed away at 5:00 a.m. on November 
19th.  At that precise moment, I heard a 
loud voice. She called me!  “Yuzo, how 
wonderful it is to experience the Life Af-
ter!!!!” (I could not be present at her side 
at that moment due to my wife’s medical 
condition in a hospital near Boston, MA).
Thank you again for your wonderful arti-
cle. It is indeed a beautiful Tribute to her.
Respectfully,
Yuzo K. Dort
P.S.  Oh, I forgot the most important.  
She is the one who led me to the Lord 
by her example. I owe her my whole be-
ing, spiritually, physically and mentally.  
How fortunate I feel that she was my 
Mom on this earth!  Yes, I am going to 
see her again sometime!!

Dear Supreme Editor Eva,
     Yet ANOTHER outstanding edition 
of In The Mailbox.  I call it outstanding 
because I was out standing in the rain, 
looking for gross errors in the Jan-Feb 
issue, but all I got was wet - no errors 
worth getting soaked over.
     I was especially happy to see your ar-

ticle on Harold McCraw.  He was one of 
my wife’s FAVORITE people.  He and 
Carolyn had their heart attacks around 
the same time, and they bonded over 
their common ailments.  When either of 
them showed up at a National Conven-
tion, the first thing they did was look up 
the other to see how they were doing.  
My wife died before Harold did, and it 
was heartbreaking to have to give him 
the news of her death.  
I retired in 1998 just after she died, so I 
never had the chance to win the Harold 
McCraw Award, and I did NOT have a 
Post Office named for me.  Harold was 
a great man, a great Postmaster, and 
a great NAPUS Editor. I am proud to 
have called him a good friend.  I can’t 
remember WHO got the Harold Mc-
Craw Award in 2005.  Oh, yeah, it was 
some Editor named “Eva Finley...”
Man, so MANY of our good friends and 
Postmasters Retired are dying.  I hope 
to be able to come to the National this 
year, and see those few of us who are 
left of the old gang. I’m staying busy 
working on my house, cutting the grass 
a couple of times a week, and wonder-
ing HOW I am going to pay my electric 
bill, since I have been running my A/C 
almost full-time for the last month.
 Charlie Arnett
 Postmaster Retired, Arizona

Dear Eva:
I received my In the Mailbox today. This 
issue is so good!  You do such a good 
job getting the articles together.  I love 
what all of you are doing for the Veter-
ans.  The articles by the Veterans are 
so interesting plus these stories would 
be lost if these Veterans are not given 
the opportunity to share them with us.  I 
lived the article on Harold McCraw.  He 
was so special and was a favorite of 
Mama’s.  Keep up the good work.
 Lydia Portie 
 (Daughter of Marie Johnson,
  PM Retired, Vidor TX)
Would you please send the enclosed check to 
right place.  It is for the National Retiree Scholar-
ship Fund in Memory of Hugh Bates.  Thank you.

(Lydia, I am sending this check to our Retiree 
Scholarship Chairman, Deena Frakes.  Thank 
you for your kind donation.  I also remember Miss 
Marie and Mr. Harold racing their wheel-chairs 
up and down the halls at one of our conventions!)

MEMORIES
Walt Borla

Postmaster Retired Utah
My Jan-Feb issue of In the Mailbox 
arrived yesterday and it was another 
fine edition. (Congratulations, Eva)  
The message reminiscing on past 
Spring NAPUS conferences rang a 
bell in my memory book.  I look back 
with fondness of past conferences.  
Remember when they were called 
Chapter Officers’ conference and 
held at the Hyatt Regency Hotel on 
Capitol Hill?  Years later at one of 
the conferences held in Arlington VA, 
my roommate, Stan Skamarycz from 
MA, commented, “I miss the Hyatt 
Regency.”  I, too, agreed.  
The comments on the activities of 
that era were right. Three or four days 
in our nation’s capital at such a con-
venient location gave us ample time 
to renew old friendships within walk-
ing distance of the Capitol building, 
the congressional office buildings, 
Union station, the Postal Museum, 
and close relationships with friends in 
the lobby…experiences long remem-
bered.  Catching the Metro for an 
evening trip to Rosslyn VA for a prime 
rib dinner at the Orleans House was 
something to look forward to.
Our national officers scheduled some 
of the conferences to coincide with 
national events taking place in Wash-
ington.  Two presidential inaugura-
tions – Carter’s and then Reagan’s 
first, and we were on hand for Rea-
gan’s, but the weather wiped out all 
public events.  We were there during 
the Bill Clinton impeachment trial, for 
several presidential state of the union 
addresses, cherry blossom time and 
much more.
Still, time marches on and with it 
comes change.  Apparently, our con-
ferences outgrew the Hyatt Regency 
prompting a move across the river to 
Arlington.  In due time our 2 postmas-
ter organizations merged. Import-
ant though, the work of preserving 
our great Postal Service continues 
in view of aggressive attacks being 
made this day and age. In number, 
there is strength.  I think it was Ben-
jamin Franklin who made the state-
ment in colonial days, “We must hang 
together, or we will hang separately.”

“RESPECT OLD PEOPLE. THEY GRADUATED SCHOOL WITHOUT GOOGLE OR WIKIPEDIA.” -- UNKNOWN
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“I’M SO OLD THEY’VE CANCELLED MY BLOOD TYPE.” -- BOB HOPE
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My name is Ron Karrels, and I am a candidate for 
a Board of Directors position with the Signature 

Federal Credit Union. I began my postal career in 1969 as a Letter Carrier in 
Denver, CO.  I was promoted to Postmaster in January of 1976 and retired on 
December 31, 2001, after 33 years with the postal service.  Of the 33 years 
26 were as a Postmaster in a number of different level offices throughout the 
State of Wisconsin.  I took an active role in the WI Chapter of NAPUS serving 
as Membership Chairman, Secretary/Treasurer, Vice President, and State 
President.  I also served as National Vice President Area 12 covering Wiscon-
sin and Michigan, as an active Postmaster.

After retiring, I stayed active in the Organization serving as National Record-
ing Secretary NAPUS Retirees, National Vice President NAPUS Retirees, and 
National President NAPUS Retirees.  I also served on the NAPUS Retiree Na-
tional Legislative Committee for 2 years. In addition to staying active with 
NAPUS after I retired, I was elected as Mayor of New Holstein, WI, serving 
for 6 years and overseeing a yearly budget of $2.5 million; followed by 6 ad-
ditional years on the New Holstein City Council.  I also serve as an Advisory 
Board Member with the Federal Employee Service Association (FESA). I am 
a member of the New Holstein Lions, Knights of Columbus, American Legion 
Post, NARFE, and Holy Rosary Parish.

I ask all UPMA members for the support of my candidacy for the Board of 
Directors, Signature Federal Credit Union.  As always, I will work diligently, 
and with the highest level of integrity on your behalf to maintain a sound 
SFCU.  As in the past you will be able to cast your vote electronically or by 
mail.  When the ballots become available, please take time to cast your vote.  

Once again I ask for and would appreciate your consideration and vote.  

“DON’T LET AGING GET YOU DOWN...IT’S TOO HARD TO GET BACK UP.”  -- JOHN WAGNER
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Please continue to make blankets for our Veterans.  If you are flying to the convention and don’t have 
room for them in your luggage, you can send blankets to any of the UPMA retirees below.  We appre-
ciate your generosity and your compassion for all our veterans.  May God bless you!

Here’s an example of some of WI UPMA Retirees
that tied blankets at our state convention.

Linda Carter 
1976 US Hwy 401 S

Warrenton NC 
27589-9631

Dave Cook
29 Glenwood Rd
Glen Head NY 

11545-1313

Keith Miner
101 Highwoods Rd

Saugerties NY 
12477-3420

 Butch Belanger 
2289 Desisto Drive

Rahway NJ 
07065

Mike Silvestri
7 Queens Street
Huntington NY 

11734-3724   


