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RETIREES PROJECT 
FOR OUR VETERANS

FROM JACK WILKINS, UPMA RETIREE PRESIDENT
Eva Finley, National Retiree Editor, is planning a recognition of Military 
Veterans at Veterans’ Homes in the vicinity of The Mohecan Sun.  I am 
asking each state to be a participant in the “Lap Blankets” for Veterans 
program.  Time and costs involved are minimal, but the rewards will be 
enormous.  The Blankets will be given personally at the Veterans’ Homes.
I am excited about this endeavor and hope you will participate.  See below 
for instructions to making these blankets. 
Keith Miner from New York will coordinate our Military Recognition Cere-
mony at out Convention this year.  Look for something special coming for 
our Veterans in Connecticut.
Bill Tierney says this is “a very gratifying project being proposed” and he 
hopes everyone will get involved.  He and Val urge their fellow retirees of 
the USPS to help as we create “tie blankets” that will be donated to veter-
ans during our National Convention.
Thanks to Bill and Val for the pictures in “living color” showing how they 
might look finished.



Page 2 In The Mailbox

“YOU DON’T STOP LAUGHING WHEN YOU GROW OLD,...

The views expressed in the Retiree IN THE 
MAILBOX newsletter are those of the writer, and 

are not necessarily those of the USPS or of UPMA.

PHILLIP 
“PHILL” 

KONECHNE
MY KOREAN STORY

UPMA Postmaster Ret Kim-
ball, SD 

and retired US Army

Phillip E. “Phill” Konechne 
married Maxine and had 
three children, two boys and one girl, six 

grandchildren, and 11 grandchildren.  I was drafted in December or 
1952 and was sent to basic training in Camp Atterberry, Indiana.  In 
May of 1953, I was sent to Korea and was assigned to the motor pool 
with 555 FAB, better known as the Triple Nickel for their ripple.  In 
the first part of July 1953, we were put in the Kumsong River Saleint, 
right next to the front lines, to support a South Korean division.  
On the night of July 13th, the CCF forces 
started lots of fireworks, and the Chinese 
and North Koreans forces came in wave af-
ter wave leaving us on the front line.  This 
was after the South Korean Division was 
over run and then it happened to us.  A 
round came in and I had a concussion, bro-
ken ear drum and had a bunch of shrapnel in 
my knee.  We were captured in the morning 
of July 14th and it took about three weeks 
of walking mostly at night, to get to prison 
camp.  We were kept in shacks during the 
day.  The shrapnel was in my knee for 30 
days before it worked out.  It was hard for me to walk but I got a lot 
of help from my buddies.  To my surprise, I met my second cousin, 
Walter Geppart, who was there a month longer that I was.  I also 
discovered, Ralph Meier, from the neighboring town of White Lake, 
who had been there close to three years.  After the truce was signed 
on July 27th, we were involved in the big switch prisoner exchange 
the first part of September.  On that fateful night of July 13-14, there 
were twenty-two to twenty-five KIA, nineteen WIA and forty-six cap-
tured. There was not much food until the last night in camp before 
the prisoner exchange.  They did get us some wine, sugar-coated 
redskin peanuts and canned duck, which was pretty good, after we 
took the feathers off.  One of the greatest sites during our exchange 
was seeing that great flag of ours!  THIS MEANT FREEDOM! 
If anyone from the Triple 
Nickle or any other unit 
in Korea reads this and 
cares to contact me, they 
are welcome to do so.

Phillip E. “Phill” Koneche
P O Box 76
Kinball SD 57355
(605)778-6594 (Home) 
(605) 680-6594 (Cell)

SUPPORT OF 
H.R. 141, 

THE SOCIAL 
SECURITY 

FAIRNESS ACT
Jack Wilkins

UPMA Ret President

United Postmasters and Managers of 
America supports H.R. 141, the Social 
Security Fairness Act for the 116th Con-
gress. Many UPMA current and future re-
tired members are impacted by the GPO 
and WEP provision in the current Social 
Security Act. This Legislation would elimi-
nate 2 titles of the Social Security Act, the 
Government Pension Offset (GPO) and 
the Windfall Elimination Provision (WEP) 
which unfairly reduce or eliminate Social 
Security Benefits for millions of Americans 
that dedicated much of their careers to 
public service. Contact your congressional 
representative asking that they cosponsor 
H.R. 141. The link attached is the invita-
tion from Congressman Rodney Davis to 
his colleagues asking their support of H. 
R. 141. It provides a good explanation 
and strong talking points to help educat-
ed newly elected lawmakers. Support H. 
R. 141.
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AREA 1
Barbara Swiderski
UPMA Ret Area 1 Rep

I am honored that our 
esteemed President 

Jack Wilkins selected me as the Area 
1 Rep.  In this position I represent 
Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
and Massachusetts.
I began my postal career as a clerk 
in Mattituck, NY. My Postmaster, 
Nancy Nine, encouraged me to think 
about becoming a Postmaster my-
self someday. It was something I had 
not even considered before, but she 
became my first mentor and start-
ed me on the right path.  Five years 
later I transferred to Bath, Maine for 
personal reasons and found several 
mentors there. I was eventually pro-
moted to Supervisor Customer Ser-
vices in a level 20 office besides an 
OIC assignment in Bowdoinham, ME 
and a couple of details at the District. 
In 1999 I was appointed Postmaster 
of Boothbay Harbor, ME, a level 18 
office. In 2004 I took a lateral trans-
fer to Bowdoinham, Maine because 
it was closer to my home, and knew 
I had found the office from which I 
would retire. You just know when you 
have a good thing not to mess with 
it! I retired in October 2016 with 30 
years in the Postal Service.

 YOU GROW OLD WHEN YOU STOP LAUGHING.” – GEORGE BERNARD SHAW

CHANGES!
Shirley T. Johnson

UPMA Ret Chaplain

1 John 2:18 “Dear 
children, let us not 
love with words or 

tongue but with action and in truth.”
Often when changes occur in our 
life, we’re not readily accepting to 
what have transpired.  Our new or-
ganization, UPMA, has given us an 
opportunity to increase our member-
ship, broaden our horizons and set 
goals that’s beneficial for our contin-
ued growth.
We have increased our membership, 
and our future accomplishments 
to reach our goals can and will be 
one body. There are many ideas 
and suggestions that will or can be 
shared by our membership to assist 
with our goals.  
We all must play a part in moving our 
organization forward.  The “they” and 
“them”, must be replaced with “we” 
and “us.”  Each individual past orga-
nization has shared ideas that are fa-
vorable for UPMA growth.  Now we’ll 
place the skills, knowledge, and abil-
ity to work as one body….building a 
sound organization.
Our elected leaders must have full 
cooperation in order to build a strong 
UPMA.  I’m on board, are you?  We 
must bury our past and concentrate 
on our future.  I see many accom-
plishments in our future that will pro-
pel our organization to new heights.  
Let’s all get on board together.  Until 
next time…….be Blessed.
SCATTER SEEDS OF KINDNESS,               

EVERY WHERE YOU GO.
SCATTER BITS OF COURTESY,                              

WATCH THEM GROW AND 
GROW.

GATHER BUDS OF FRIENDSHIP,            
KEEP THEM TILL FULL-BLOWN.

YOU WILL HAVE MORE                       
HAPPINESS THAN YOU                   
HAVE EVER KNOWN.

-- AUTHOR UNKNOWN

I joined the League in 1994 when I 
had my first OIC assignment and then 
joined NAPUS when I was appointed 
Postmaster.  At the state level I served 
as a regional vice president, editor for 
8 years, and state president. I have 
served on the state convention com-
mittee every year since 2004. At the 
national level I served as an associ-
ate editor and as a national vice pres-
ident during the last two years when 
we were two separate organizations. 
I was on the Executive Board as we 
worked to bring the two organizations 
together as one.
Through the years I have met so 
many wonderful people from my own 
state as well as from every chapter 
in the country. What I have learned 
is that both organizations bring very 
dedicated people to the table. These 
people have worked tirelessly for 
many years for their fellow Postmas-
ters and continue to do so.  We built 
proud legacies separately, and now 
we are tasked with building a new 
legacy in UPMA. We are the building 
blocks that will take the organization 
into the future.  I am proud to work 
beside you all to achieve that goal. 
If I can help in any way, please do not 
hesitate to contact me.  My e-mail ad-
dress is barbski72@yahoo.com.  

THANK YOU FOR UPMA SCHOLARSHIP
the best I could be in everything I do.    
The scholarship helps with my ed-
ucational expenses. I completed 
my first semester at Troy University 
earning all A’s. I did dual enrollment, 
meaning I took college courses at the 
same time as completing my high 
school requirements. In May 2019, 
I will be considered a junior major-
ing in Rehabilitation and will apply 
to graduate school for my masters in 
Occupational Therapy. 
Thank you again for realizing my per-
sonal qualities and academic abilities 
to be awarded the UPMA scholar-
ship. I promise to study and apply 
myself daily as I inch closer to my 
educational goals.
Sincerely,
Hannah Wilson, Clanton, AL

Dear UPMA Scholarship Committee 
and membership, it is with sincere 
gratitude that I thank you for selecting 
me as one of the UPMA Scholarship 
recipients. My great grandfather, Hugh 
Bates, has always expressed his ap-
preciation for the unique bond of NA-
PUS (UPMA) membership. You prove 
year after year with your generous 
donations to the scholarship fund the 
importance of young people furthering 
their educational dreams.  
I was overjoyed at getting the congrat-
ulations letter from Retired Postmas-
ter Mandy Heslep-Whitten. Of course, 
I had to share the good news with my 
great-grandparents (Hugh & Janie 
Bates). They were so happy and hon-
ored that I was selected. They have al-
ways inspired me to study hard and be 



Page 4 In The Mailbox

“RETIREMENT IS NOT THE END OF THE ROAD. IT IS THE BEGINNING OF THE OPEN HIGHWAY.”  – UNKNOWN

RETIRED AND HAPPY
David Cook

UPMA Ret Area 2 Rep

Today is Christmas day and Linda (wife), Da-
vid (son) and I will be celebrating with our 
daughter Stacey’s family in East Northport 

NY (about 20 minutes from our house).  While Linda is cook-
ing the desserts that we are bringing I am reading my E-Mails 
and Facebook Merry Christmas messages from family and 
friends. I realize how lucky I have been to have great family 
and friends.  It also occurred to me that because I have been 
active in the former Postmaster Associations, now active in 
United Postmasters and Mangers of America the number of 
friends has grown and continues to grow each year.  I read 
each message and remember how we met at either a local, 
state or national level function. The memories come back 
of all the time and efforts to improve our organization to get 
us to this point.  We have experienced fun and adventures 
in Washington DC, Nashville, Denver, New Orleans, Mobile, 
Louisville, Reno and the many different locations for State 
Convention, mid- winter and Swings. I remember those who 
are no longer with us in body but still in our hearts. UPMA will 
continue growing and there are changes coming I am sure.  
We need to continue working for the benefit of all members 
to insure that UPMA will be successful in the future.
I wish to thank our National UPMA and New York State 
UPMA for recognizing the efforts and work that our Retirees 
have contributed to our organization and that we will contin-
ue to assist when needed for tasks big or small.
By the way, we had a great family Christmas; I hope yours 
was just as great. Hope to see everyone soon.

AREA 11
Mavis Connolly

UPMA Retired Area 11 Rep

First, I would like to thank President 
Jack for appointing me as the Area 11 
Retiree Rep.  I am looking forward to 

all the 2019 UPMA activities. My plans are to attend 
the Texas & Louisiana State Conventions in June and 
the National UPMA Convention in CT in July.
I became a Postmaster and joined NAPUS in 1986 
and retired in October 1992 with 29 years of service. 
I began my career in 1963 as a clerk, then served 
as Personnel Clerk, MSC Director of E & LR, OIC, 
and Postmaster.  During my career, I also served on 
MSC, District & Regional Teams. While a member of 
NAPUS I served as President, 1st Executive VP, and 
District VP and numerous other committees. 
After retiring I went to Nursing School and earned my 
LPN license, worked as a Nurse on a Med-Surg Unit, 
then Family Medicine Clinic for about 6 yrs.  I then 
received a call from the Community college where I 
had earned my license to return tas an Instructor in 
the Nurse Assistant and Patient Care Tech programs, 
which I worked at for 6 years before retiring in 2010. 
I am currently serving as Retiree President of the LA 
Chapter of UPMA.  As a retiree we are working with 
the Chapter VP for PAC & Membership.
I am looking forward to meeting new friends and shar-
ing information from President Jack, Executive Board 
and the National Office.  You can call me at 337-288-
3724 or email mavisconnolly77@gmail.com.

THANK YOU, STEVE BRIGHTON, 
FOR YOUR DNA ARTICLE 

IN THE LEADER  
by Kathy Carter, Iowa

I really enjoyed reading the November article about Steve 
Brighton and his “re-discovery” of his youngest brother. I 
am SO happy for that family!  I enjoy genealogy and histo-
ry (I truly believe that a person can’t be interested in one 
without being interested in the other) and the increasing 
usage of DNA testing is helping spur many discoveries. 
My experience doesn’t have the same personal punch as 
Steve’s, but doing DNA testing on both my and my hus-
band’s sides has brought forward multiple connections of 
cousins of varying degrees. It’s what brought me together 
with cousins on my maternal grandfather’s side;  people 
I have never met before (and I’m 64 years old!). During a 
weekend in October of this year, I met with “new” cous-
ins in Green Bay, Milwaukee, and Chicago, and we’re en-
thused about forming a larger gathering in 2019.Anyway, 
just wanted to say thanks to you for sharing this story.  
“Heritage is the tie that binds the past to the future.”  Don’t 
know who said it Kathy, but I think it applies.  -Eva
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“YOU HAVE TO PUT OFF BEING YOUNG UNTIL YOU CAN RETIRE.”-AUTHOR UNKNOWN

WALT BORLA 
Walt Borla, Postmaster Retired, Help-
er UT celebrated his 93rd birthday on 
February 13th.  He worked 45 years 
with the U. S. Postal Department and 
the USPS, half of them as Postmaster.  
Walt was an ardent member of NAPUS 
and now UPMA, serving in numerous 
positions at the state and national lev-
el.  He continus to be an integral part 
of the organization.  Cards my be sent 
to him at:  Walt Borla, Sunrise Senior 
Center, 2130 E. 9400 So, #250 Sandy 
UT 84093.

Walt, as usual, has a delightful sense 
on humor and sends much informa-
tion he gets about retiree members.  
He sent this to test our political skills.  
You may have to read it a couple of 
times to grasp the meaning,  I did.
  
The following could certainly apply to 
some politicians we know today:

He who knows not and knows not 
that he knows not is a fool, yet

He who knows not and knows that he 
knows not is wise....

MARY SOMMERVILLE
Birthday wishes to Mary Sommerville, 
Associate member and widow of Re-
tired WV Postmaster Robert Sommer-
ville who was a past National NAPUS 
PAC Chairman National NAPUS Re-
tired Chaplain.  She celebrated her 
90th Birthday on January.  Mary and 
Robert were active in the NAPUS or-
ganization in West Virginia and also 
at the Leadership Conferences and 
National Conventions.  Cards may be 
sent to Mary at:  624 Riverview Drive, 
Belmont WV 26134.

AREA 12
Randy 

Ashworth
UPMA Retired 
Area 12 Rep

First I want to 
thank President Jack D.Wilkins 
for giving me the opportunity to 
serve as Area 12 Representa-
tive, which covers California, Ha-
waii and Nevada.  I retired from 
the US Postal Service after serv-
ing 36 years of which 14 years 
were served as Postmaster.  I 

have held several different 
positions with UMPA at the 
local state level.  I have been 
married to my wife Annette 
for 40 amazing years.  Many 
of you know her as the Post-
master of Crockett California,  
Annette and I had four beauti-
ful children of which three are 
still living. Annette and I were 
blessed with twelve beautiful 
grandchildren and one great 
granddaughter.  Wish all are 
doing well and I will see all in 
Mohegan Sun.  God Bless
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“RETIREMENT: THAT’S WHEN YOU RETURN FROM WORK ONE DAY AND SAY, “HI, HONEY, I’M HOME — FOREVER.” – GENE PERRET

POST OFFICE 
RENAMED FOR 

HAROLD D. McCRAW
from Clarice Golden

The Main Post Office, 1025 Nevin Street 
in Richmond CA, was renamed in honor 
of Harold D. McCraw, Retired Postmas-
ter Richmond CA. The ceremony was 
held on Friday, February 22. Congress-
man Mark DeSaulnier was responsible 
for this becoming a reality. 

HAROLD D. MCCRAW 
DECEASED 2001

Harold McCraw entered the Postal 
Service at age 17 hired as a letter 
carrier in Richmond CA. Moving 
through the ranks, he was a Station 
Manager, Manager of Customer 
Services and became the Rich-
mond Postmaster in 1974.  During 
his time as postmaster he was de-
tailed to several district managers 
position.
As stated by the Bay Area news 
group Karina Loffee, Harold was 
one of the pioneers who had to go 
though a lot, and he led the way for 
the next generation.  McCraw was 
instrumental in creating opportuni-
ties for minorities in the postal ser-
vice.  
Those who came through the Rich-
mond post office during McCraw’s 
leadership were promoted to not 
only higher levels in his district, 
but there were those who reached 
headquarters.  Those who worked 
for Mr. McCraw was left inspired to 
help others as they moved up.
Harold McCraw was active in NA-
PUS and held the California State 
positions as President, Secretary 
and Editor under five presidents. 
He also held national positions as 
Vice President representing CA, 
NV, and HI, National Convention 
Chairperson 1989 in San Francis-
co, and Gazette Editor (known then 
as just The Messager).
Harold was an advisor, mentor 
and politician.  Many postmasters 
benefited from his knowledge and 
wisdom of the organization and the 
postal service.
The California chapter of NAPUS 
gave a $500.00 Award in Harold 
McCraw’s name to be awarded to a 
state editor at the National Conven-
tion each year.
Harold McCraw was an active com-
munity servant, serving on various 
boards and commissions in the City 
of Richmond which he loved as well 
as the people.

Clarice Golden, retired Postmaster of 
Hayward CA, speaks at renaming ceremony
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“RETIREMENT IS WONDERFUL IF YOU HAVE TWO ESSENTIALS – MUCH TO LIVE ON AND MUCH TO LIVE FOR.” – UNKNOWN
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More from

D.C.

OREGON

TENNESSEE

TEXAS

MINNESOTA OREGON

ILLINOIS

INDIANA

GEORGIA
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MINNESOTA

MISSOURI

MISSISSIPPI

INDIANATENNESSEE

MISSOURI

TENNESSEE

NEW YORK

photo courtesy of Don Knoth

photo courtesy 
of Don Knoth

GEORGIA

TEXAS MISSOURI
photo courtesy of Don Knoth

MINNESOTA
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“IT IS BETTER TO LIVE RICH THAN TO DIE RICH.” – SAMUEL JOHNSON
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RETIREMENT MEANS NOW YOU NEVER HAVE TO ASK FOR A DAY OFF AGAIN

LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR

Eva Finley
UPMA Retired Editor

Hi Eva, 
How very thoughtful of 

you to remember Veterans on Veter-
ans’ Day.  It was very much appreci-
ated.  For this 93-year-old World War 
II Navy Veteran, it was a privilege for 
me to serve this great Country of ours.  
You are to be commended for the 
great job you are doing as Editor of In 
the Mailbox.
 Sam Tridente
 PM Retired, NJ

Thank you for all your work on the 
newsletter, Eva. It sure helps us keep 
in touch with our Postal friends. I read 
it from front to back as soon as my 
mail comes. I’m doing well, walking 
some slower, but I don’t feel like 93.  
 Howard Foust
 PM Retired, OH

Eva,
Just got around to reading In the Mail-
box – thank you for such a great arti-
cle of Donna Dort.  I’ve known Don-
na since 1982, but never could figure 
out her family history. She mentioned 
Yuro and Kathy was always with her, 
but I thought Kathy was her niece. The 
world needs more Donna Dort’s!
 Ralph Viegelmann  
 PM Retired 

I love getting the newsletter and hear-
ing about things that happen with our 
friends.  Keep up the good work, Eva.
 Nancy Trautman
 PM Retired, CO

A belated Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year, Eva. Thank you for 
all the good work you are doing with 
In the Mailbox. I need to get busy and 
send you something worth publishing. 
I have some ideas on some prospec-
tive articles.
 Walt Borla
 PM Retired, UT

What a great In the Mailbox for No-
vember-December. Thanks for the 
article in memory of Donna Dort.  
Donna was an outstanding lady and 
will be missed, but she will not be for-
gotten.
 Dave Cook 
 PM Retired, NY

Dear Eva,
I got my copy of In the Mailbox today, 
sat down, read EVERY word of it, and 
then went back and looked at the pic-
tures a second time. What a great is-
sue! It was well-written, colorful, inter-
esting, informative and brought back 
so many memories of the great times 
we had at our National Conventions. 
I love the extra touches you incorpo-
rated: boxing of some of the articles 
to make your paper more readable, 
the cutesy sayings on the bottom of 
the pages, the great article titles, the 
slick paper, and especially the “Blasts 
from the Past.” To sum it up: you’re 
GREAT, girl. (My computer seems 
to have gotten stuck on great…”)  I’ll 
wrap up this with one final accolade. 
Your poem “Expressively for Santa” 
was a masterpiece. Move over, Jim 
Miller!  By the way, Jim is one of my 
best buds from NAPUS. ANOTHER 
great job, fellow Editor!
 Love, Charlie Arnett 
 PM Retired,  AZ

Eva,
I wanted to thank you for all the hard 
work you do for the UPMA members. 
The article you wrote of Donna Dort 
was really good.  All you do is appre-
ciated.  I look forward to receiving In 
the Mailbox.
 Mike Silvestri 
 Retiree President, NY

Thank you for the lovely article you 
wrote about Donna! It is just won-
derfully written! I will share it with my 
family.
 Kathy Cooper
 Family of Donna Dort 
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WHAT ARE  YOU DOING NOW?
JOAN 

DARLING
Postmaster 

Retired, California

After retirement 
I spent 8 years 
caring for my 
parents (the 
main reason 
I retired). My 
father passed 
away a year 
and a half ago 

at 94 and my mother went last No-
vember at 96. It was a lot of work 
but I wanted to keep them in their 
home and not a nursing home. My 
favorite time of day was cocktail 
hour with them. My mother had a 
bud light with me every night at 
5:00PM (see photo).
Now I am going to split my time 
between the Hanford CA Sal-
vation Army as a volunteer and 
working with Our Heroes Dreams, 
a Veteran organization in Hanford 
that I’ve worked with in the past. 
Now I can give them more time. 

NORM 
PETERS 

Postmaster 
Retired, Vermont
Retired Octo-
ber 31, 2018.  
There is life af-

ter the Postal Service. I work as 
a Supervisor at the Smugglers’ 
Notch Resort doing, what else...
running the mail room. It is nice 
that people come by and tell me 
that they miss seeing me behind 
the window, but it is also very nice 
that all my hard work did not go 
unnoticed.  I am told every day 
that they are so glad that I am now 
in the mail room.  I enjoy meeting 
and associating with people from 
all around the world.  I am glad to 
join the ranks of the Retirees!

JANICE ERFLE
Postmaster Retired, Montana

What retirement? I am busier now 
than ever before! I retired in 2006, over 
30 years and old enough for CSRS. 
Boredom set in quickly,  so a friend 
suggested I work with her doing in-
ventory so I became an Auditor which 
I still do as needed. I took a hiatus as a 
NAPUS PM Rep upon retirement (ap-
pointed in 1992) but got back in the 
game and have been very busy since 
2015. UPMA now calls us a Chapter 
Member Rep. I have been Legisla-
tively active in NAPUS/UPMA  since 
1986, missing only 2 DC trips. 1990-
91 I was a NAPUS National  VP for 
Area 20. I was a NAPUS Retiree Rep 
for Area 15 (2012-14) and the Mon-
tana Federation President for NARFE 
(National Active and Retired Federal 
Employees) from 2010-12 and was 
re-elected in 2018. Meanwhile, I am 
still the Federation Membership Chair 
and Legislative Chair. I have been the 
NARFE Chapter President of the Bill-
ings Midland Empire Chapter since 
2005. I have local NARFE members 
that are shut-ins which I try to visit. 
In 2012, I began doing Pre-retirement 
Seminars and Workshops with Fed-
Hub (Federal Retirement Educators) 
as a Federal Benefits Counselor and 
Educational Director. I help Federal 
employees prepare their Retirement 
Packets, but Postal people (Postmas-
ters, Clerks, Carriers) are my favorites.  
In 2015, I began doing AARP Taxaide 
as a Counselor, preparing tax returns 
for the Elderly at our Senior Citizens 
Center.  We are trained and Certified 
by IRS and Volunteer during tax sea-
son. In 2017, I became District Coor-
dinator.   

With all my duties, I still make time for 
doctor appointments, massages, ped-
icures, and watching grandkids play 
volleyball, basketball, soccer games, 
and track meets. I have 4 granddaugh-
ters and 4 grandsons, ages 5-15. In 
2003 I made a Cursillo (Catholic) and 
have weekly group meetings, and at-
tend church regularly.  I keep up with 
the dishes and laundry and one of 
these days I will slow down to vacuum 
and dust. When the kids come, I make 
a path through the living room, aka my 
office.
My advice to retirees:  volunteer or get 
a fun part-time job.  You don’t want to 
go back to WORK.

CINDY 
ADDY
Postmaster 

Retired, 
Mississippi

On May 31, 
2014 I re-

tired as Postmaster from DeKalb, MS. 
Shortly after, I was hired by PGA Tour 
Live. This is an internet based sub-
scription service to watch golf. I work 
for as assistant to a Production Man-
ager. Our job is to travel to various 
Golf tournaments around the country 
to set up a remote production office 
and catering venue. My job is to feed 
and care for sometimes as many as 
170 cameramen, audio guys, support 
people and on-course commentators 
for the week of the tournament. I do all 
the shopping for catering supplies and 
locate places for breakfasts and lunch-
es. I am usually at each tournament 
about 9 to 10 days for about 1 a month 
during the season (from January to Au-
gust). That which gives me the holiday 
season off. But one of the  best parts 
of  my job is that I get to do a lot of trav-
eling and see a lot of beautiful places 
that I otherwise would probably never 
visit (and I get paid to do it)!  As far as 
I’m concerned it a great retirement for 
me!

“RETIREMENT IS LIKE A LONG VACATION IN LAS VEGAS. THE GOAL IS TO ENJOY IT THE FULLEST...
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CINDY 
KAIN

Postmaster Retired, 
New York

They were right 
when they said af-
ter you retire, you 
don’t know how 
you worked!!!

After I retired in 2004, I started sub-
bing at our local school district and 
after a year I became full time and 
I am still there, loving every minute. 
What I like best is when it snows, 
they call and tell NOT to come in to 
work!!!
I also became very active in my Ro-
tary Club and am now the District 
newsletter editor and website ad-
ministrator along with my secretarial 
duties of my home club and website 
administrator. I am also on the facili-
ty of the Rotary Leadership Institute 
and go to various areas and help 
members to understand the work-
ings of Rotary.
I’m active in my church serving as 
a greeter and filming the Sunday 
Mass. I serve on the Parish Coun-
cil, as secretary, and the Community 
Table every Tuesday helping serve 
meals. In my “spare” time I enjoy just 
being home.
Yes, retirement is wonderful, and I 
enjoy it even though I don’t have too 
many spare minutes in the day.

KIMBERLY 
SHARPE

Postmaster Retired,
Indiana

 I am a college pro-
fessor at out local 
college teaching 
business classes.  I 

teach face-to-face classes in Indiana 
and I teach via the internet class-
es from Florida.  My students enjoy 
hearing my experiences as a postal 
manager and I love mentoring the 
students.

BUT NOT SO FULLY THAT YOU RUN OUT OF MONEY.” – JONATHAN CLEMENTS

BUTCH 
BELANGER
Postmaster Retired,

New Jersey

The best of both 
worlds. 
All of us that made 
a career out of the 

postal service or other jobs couldn’t 
wait to get to that golden age of re-
tirement. Once we did do it we had 
our bucket list of all the things we 
wanted to do and places we wanted 
go. Well once that wore off we then 
fell into the time of trying to figure out 
what we’re going to do next. Some 
of us are active and some not. For 
me I just happen to love the game 
of golf and I also love being retired. 
Golf is a very expensive game un-
less you get the opportunity to work 
part time at a golf course. Here in 
NJ I am the pro shop attendant and 
I also work with the kids camps. The 
best part of all this. I play golf, hit all 
the balls All I want and I have met so 
many nice people here that this is my 
home away from home. So being re-
tired became even more enjoyable 
because I have all the time to take 
care of family matters and enjoy my 
past time of playing golf and I keep 
very active doing both. So as I said 
I’m a lucky man enjoying life during 
retirement.
 

JAMES GILLISPIE
Postmaster Retired, Oklahoma

Thank you for asking. I am current-
ly on the road with the Jenks Tro-
jan swim team in Edmond, OK. To-
morrow is the final day of the State 
Championship and in prelims today 
all but two of the team set personal 
“best”times. I’ve attached a picture of 
the Trojan activity bus I am transport-
ing them in.

DENNIS WILLIAMS
Postmaster Retired, Michigan

On January 
1, 2013 I was 
officially re-
tired from the 
USPS. It was 
on that day 
that my wife 
Nancy and 
myself left 
on our  “new” 

plan for “retirement with a purpose”. 
We had in the previous year joined 
an organization called NOMADS, 
(Nomads On Mission Active Devine 
Service) the organization of about 
1000 members travel in RV’s around 
the U.S. working for United Method-
ist Church’s, Camps and Facilities. 
We also travel to disaster areas that 
have invited us to help with the re-
build after the clean up is done. The 
sites we go to 
provide elec-
tric, water and a 
method to han-
dle the waste 
for our RV’s. 
Since we have 
retired our trav-
els have taken 
us across the 
U.S., and we have spent 50 percent 
of the weeks on projects. We have 
also been able to travel and camp 
in our RV to all of the 48 continental 
states and last summer our buck-
et list trip to Alaska for the summer 
where we drove the Dalton Highway 
to Prudhoe Bay and were able to 
stand in the Arctic Ocean.  We still 
plan to travel in our RV and be ser-
vants for the Lord across the U.S., 
in December we completed 7 weeks 
working in Texas helping families get 
back in their homes from Hurricane 
Harvey Damage. Now we have been 
in south Florida for 6 weeks help-
ing to recover from Hurricane Irma 
damage there and will be traveling 
to Mississippi to help with tornado 
recovery before going back to Mich-
igan for the summer. You can follow 
our mission work at our blog.
http://dennisandnanccy.blogspot.com  



Page 14 In The Mailbox

“WORKING PEOPLE HAVE A LOT OF BAD HABITS, BUT THE WORST OF THESE IS WORK.” – CLARENCE DARROW
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“DON’T ACT YOUR AGE IN RETIREMENT.  ACT LIKE THE INNER YOUNG PERSON YOU HAVE ALWAYS BEEN.” – J. A. WEST



National Editor—Retirees
Eva Finley
PO Box 500
Graford, TX 76449-0500

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

PLEASE EMAIL YOUR NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS TO

inthemailboxeditor@usa.net
Editor Eva Finley:  

512-365-0066 . 864-333-2840 . 512-569-4680

If you cannot bring your Lap/
Blankets to the Convention 
yourself, you may mail them 

to one of our “receiving” 
members who will transport 
them for you.  Mail them to 

one of the following:   

EVA FINLEY 
P O Box 500

Graford TX 76449 
or

178 Mountain View Drive
Parksville SC 29845

LINDA CARTER
1976 US Hwy 401 South

Warrenton NC 27589-9631
DAVE COOK

29 Glenwood Road
Glen Head NY 11545-1313

KEITH MINER
101 Highwoods Road

Saugerties NY 12477-3420

BUTCH BELANGER
2289 Desisto Drive
Rahway NJ 07065

MIKE SILVESTRI
7 Queens Street

Huntington NY 11734-3724                                                                         


