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FROM THE 
PRESIDENT'S 

DESK
Rodney Boland
UPMA Ret National    

President

Greetings to all of my 
UPMA friends,

It's November and a new fiscal year has 
begun.  I think that our number one pri-
ority this year needs to be membership.  
We can sign up retiring Postmasters if 
we put enough effort into it.  Some of our 
members are having success by contact-
ing new retirees so we know that it can 
be done, we just need for our members 
to get involved.  There will be more infor-
mation coming out soon about what works 
in membership.  If everyone gets involved 
we can increase membership instead of 
watching it decrease.  Can we count on 
you?
This month we celebrate Veterans Day.  
Isn't it amazing how things change over 
the years.  When I was growing up Veter-
ans Day was a widely observed holiday.  
People showed respect and appreciation 
for the service that veterans had rendered.  
What happened?  Do people no longer ap-
preciate what veterans did for this country 
or do they not know.  The last world war 
ended 75 years ago and wars since then 
haven't required the same national effort of 
support to win so apparently younger peo-
ple don't understand the sacrifice that our 
soldiers made in protecting our country.  I 
hope that all of you will join me in express-
ing our appreciation to all of our veterans, 
both old and young.  It is because of their 
service that we haven't been involved in a 
major conflict for 75 years now.  Remem-
ber, those who forget the lessons of the 
history are bound to repeat them.
In November we also celebrate Thanks-
giving.  Do we really know how much 
we have to be thankful for?  Most of us 
probably have never been out of the Unit-
ed States so we don't have anything to 
compare our country to.  If you have any 
doubts about how good we have it, just 
ask anyone who has been on a mission 
trip to another country.  If we are the most 
blessed nation in the history of the world 
why don't we show a little more gratitude?  
This year let's all stop and give thanks for 
our blessings and maybe lend a helping 
hand to someone that we know who needs 
it.  You too will receive a blessing if you do.

THANK A 
VETERAN       
Charley Peters, 

UPMA Ret 
Treasurer

and candidate for 
UPMA Retired 

National 
Vice President

As the 2020 Calendar pushes for-
ward toward 2021, it feels almost 
unbelievable that this year has flown 
by so quickly.  This being said, we 
are coming up on Veterans Day, No-
vember 11, 2020.  As a member of 
UPMA and a Veteran, I have always 
appreciated how our Postmaster or-
ganization recognizes our Veterans 
at every meeting.  Having just re-
turned from the SOC 2020 meeting 
in Atlanta, GA (kudos to the UPMA 
Georgia Chapter for a great confer-
ence), we witnessed a local Army 
National Guard Unit that was getting 
ready for deployment.  Family Day 
was held for them by the Hotel while 
we were there and it was very touch-
ing to see families say bye to their 
soldier who will not return home until 
next July. This gave us an opportu-
nity to thank them for their service to 
our country.
Veterans Day honors all of those 
who have served the country in war 
or peace, dead or alive, although 
it’s largely intended to thank living 
veterans for their sacrifices.  Me-
morial Day honors those who died 
while serving.  Veterans are special 
because they leave their families to 
fight for our country, and for our free-
dom.  Veterans fight and serve for 
their families, their children, wives, 
husbands, moms and dads, siblings, 
all of us, and the world.  
At 11:00 AM on November 11, 1918, 
a temporary peace, or armistice, was 
signed and the fighting during World 
War I came to an end. A year later 
in 1919, President Woodrow Wil-
son announced that November 11th 
would be called Armistice Day in the 
United States.  Then in 1938 Armi-
stice Day became a national holi-
day dedicated to world peace and in 
honor of veterans of World War I.  In 
1954 Congress decided to change 
the day to Veterans Day to honor the 
veterans of all wars.  In 1968 the day 

was moved to the fourth Monday of 
November, and later changed back 
to November 11th in 1978.
Title 38 of the Code of Federal Reg-
ulations defines a veteran as “a per-
son who served in the active military, 
naval, or air service and who was 
discharged or released under condi-
tions other than dishonorable”.  This 
definition explains that any individu-
al that completed a service for any 
branch of armed forces classifies as 
a veteran.  
“A combat veteran is a former mil-
itary member that served in a war 
zone and meets the requirements 
of being a Veteran.  Anyone serving 
during times of war, but not actually 
in the war, is a veteran.  So anyone 
who has served in an area of conflict 
is a combat veteran.”
All veterans deserve our respect 
and support.  Those disabled vet-
erans who were disabled in combat 
and had their lives changed forev-
er, deserve our thanks and support 
most of all.  Volunteer or drafted, we 
all did our jobs and served our coun-
try, wherever our assignment sent 
us.  I was given a deferment from 
the draft in 1967 to finish college 
and 2 ½ months after graduation in 
1969, I was drafted and on my way 
to basic training at Fort Jackson, 
SC.  I did volunteer for 3 years of 
service in the U.S. Army after being 
drafted (the draft was for 2 years).  
After completing Basic Training and 
Advanced Individual Training in Mil-
itary Intelligence, I was assigned to 
the 66th Military Intelligence Group 
in Munich, Germany.  After arriving 
in Munich, I was then assigned to a 
Military Intelligence Detachment in 
support of a Mechanized Infantry Di-
vision in Augsburg, Germany.
I am proud to say that our son, Aar-
on Lester, is a Command Sergeant 
Major serving full time with the KY 
National Guard.  
Anytime I see a Veteran, I always 
try to go to them and thank them for 
their service and I urge you to do the 
same. 

Thank a Vet 
        today! 
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country today because of who and 
what they believed in and fought 
for.  No, they may have not gotten a 
Purple Heart of Medal of Honor, but 
their dedication and commitment are 
equal to the soldiers that did receive 
recognition and serve our country. 
One soldier is all that makes a dif-
ference.  He guarded my freedoms. 
He let me sleep at night without fear. 
He put his life on the line while fac-
ing the enemy for me and my family.  
He loved our country and our Flag. 
It makes my heart get stronger ev-
ery time I thank a Veteran. Please 
remember to approach a Veteran 
and thank him for his service.  It is 
may not many words, but to them it 
means a lot. I have nearly tripped 
getting in and out of an elevator by 
closing doors on my toes trying to 
speak to a Veteran. I have interrupt-
ed their meals in restaurants, but I 
am determined to let them know 
they are appreciated and how much 
we need to honor them. Please let 
these unforgotten men and wom-
en know they are our heroes, even 
if Veteran’s Day has passed. They 
paid the price with their service.  Let 
us show them we care.   

UNSUNG 
HEROS ARE 

REMEMBERED 
IN OUR 

HEARTS
Eva Finley

UPMA Ret National Editor

Many times, when we read an article or-
watch TV about our soldiers, they have 
usually shone their valor and bravery by 
participating in military exercises, maneu-
vers, cowardly attacks on their units or 
road-side bombings.  We have read articles 
about American heroes like Audie Murphy, 
who received every military combat award 
for valor available including the Medal of 
Honor and Alvin York who became an out-
standing marksman by hunting as a youth.  
His heroic actions showed his leadership in 
the Neuse-Argonne Offensive during WWI.  
What made his achievements spectacular 
was, not only was he a draftee, was a con-
scientious objector due to his strict religious 
beliefs. Not quite as well known as the oth-
ers, Captain Joe Ronnie Hooper served 
three years in the Navy, then enlisted in the 
Army, serving three tours in Vietnam.  He 
was wounded in battle at least eight times 
and showed great courage and leadership 
during the Tet Offensive in 1968.  
But I ask you, what about the hundreds of 
thousands of our military veterans, including 
our Veterans of UPMA and the USPS that 
have never been openly given the praise, 
respect and honor they deserve?  These 
men and women unselfishly sacrificed so 
much of themselves so that we enjoy the 
freedoms we enjoy today. We have a great 

MY 
MILITARY 
SERVICE

James 
Dillard 

UPMA Ret Vice 
President

I enlisted in the United States Ma-
rine Corps to follow in my Father’s 
footsteps and to fight for my Coun-
try. In boot camp I was selected to 
be Platoon Leader, and promoted 
to Private First Class and awarded 
the dress blue uniform upon gradu-
ation. I am still proud of that dress 
blue uniform as it remains hanging 
in my closet. The Marine Corps help 
develop me into the man I am today. 
We carried out missions in Vietnam 
that I never thought I was capable of 
doing or wanted to do. The enemies 
were dressed in civilian clothes and 
we were not able to distinguish them 
from the civilians. We could not en-
gage in combat unless we were fired 
upon first. WW I and WW II veterans 
fought enemies in uniforms. When 
we returned home, many Vietnam 
veterans were disrespected and call 
horrible names that were very hurtful. 
Veterans suicide and homelessness 
rates are too high and they are still 
fighting for benefits they deserve, re-
gardless of which branch of service 
they serve in. I hope every civilian 
appreciate the sacrifices made by 
every United States Veteran. 

THANK 
YOU 

TO OUR
MILITARY
Jack Wilkins
UPMA Ret Past 

President

We should all be Thankful for the 
freedoms we enjoy each and every 
day due to the sacrifices our Vet-
erans have made that allows us to 
behold God's beauty that surrounds 
us.  I am extremely proud to have 
served in the U.S. Army and as all 
Veterans willing to do what it took to 
ensure a free United States of Amer-
ica.  Thank You.

MANDY HESLEP-WHITTEN
FOR SECRETARY

I would like to thank you all for the notes, texts and calls after 
I announced my candidacy for National UPMA President Re-
tired. I hope you will continue within your states to spread the 
word that I would appreciate your votes in Sandusky, OH at the 
2021 National Convention.

I know how important it is to understand and work within a diverse national orga-
nization. I have been on the national board, as well as planning and scheduling 
around many events that arise. I am flexible enough to be able to make changes 
at last minute as needed to complete the job. By electing me, you will get my many 
years of experience serving in the Secretary/Treasurer position within the Missis-
sippi Chapter and also on the National Level. I will help in other areas as well as 
do my job as National UPMA President Retired. I have worn many hats within the 
organization and am fully capable of carrying out the duties as your leader.
I hope I can count on you for your support and votes leading us to the future of 
our UPMA Retirees.  With Proven Leadership Experience Matters!
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VOTE-BY-MAIL 
QUESTION

Steve Vanderhoof
UPMA Ret Legislative 
Committee Chairman

This article might not get 
published prior to the No-

vember 3rd Presidential Election.  If not, 
we will see how close I come to predicting 
the problems created by the COVID 19 ep-
idemic as it pertains to vote-by-mail in this 
year’s presidential election.
I hate that the USPS this has been dragged 
into the political arena with people trying 
to make political points.  We know the 
USPS can handle any political mailings 
and what an effort they make to insure all 
political mail is delivered on time.  If you 
have worked over one voting season at 
the USPS you know postal employees get 
the job done.  I have no doubt the Postal 
Service will not fail during the upcoming 
election cycle, unlike the opinion of most 
of the talking heads on TV. 
As a retired postmaster there is nothing I 
would like better than the US Postal Ser-
vice to capture the revenue generated by 
large numbers of votes-by-mail.  If the pre-
dictions are anywhere correct, they expect 
over 100 million votes-by-mail.  That is not 
a level of income to sneeze at.  Heaven 
knows the USPS could use it.  Personally 
I do not support vote-by-mail, but I do sup-
port absentee voting.
First of all, I want to distinguish between 
absentee voting and vote-by-mail.  Here 
in Greene County, Missouri, when you re-
quest an absentee ballot, it is sent to the 
address for the registered voter.  Then it 
has to be notarized and mailed in.  That 
would be hard for someone to fraudulently 
vote.  You know the safety in this – one 
person, one vote.  Vote-by-mail the entire 
registered voter rolls are mailed out with-
out a request from the voter.  If the rolls 
are old and not maintained, it corrupts the 
system.
I will try to explain why I think it is a bad idea 
to vote-by-mail for most election districts.  
This is some of the things I heard by the 
media or read in the daily newspaper I get 
here in Springfield, Missouri.  The paper is 
called “The News-Leader” which is owned 
by USA Today.  So the bias is baked in the 
product.  Best you know when reading it.
So here are some of the latest opinions I 
have heard in the news; Some I can agree 

with and some not so much.  I try to 
listen to all opinions because some-
times I stop listening as soon as I 
hear one that matches my own opin-
ion.  That has made a fool of me more 
than once.   I try to dig through all the 
material even when it does not sup-
port my original idea. I’m probably not 
the most open minded person, but I 
know the difference between facts 
and opinions.
Now the problems as I see with just a 
general election is the huge number 
of vote-by-mail.  
It will delay of the election results.  I 
just heard a person in charge of a vot-
ing precinct.  She recently conducted 
an election primary mostly by mail.  
She warns this Presidential election 
will not be concluded the night of 
the election.  She said it would take 
her people at least a week to count 
those votes-by-mail.  Apparently, by 
law, they are not allowed to count 
the votes until after the closing of the 
polls.  
There are states that have been vot-
ing by mail for years.  When the peo-
ple in charge of conducting the voting 
in those states will tell you some of 
them have been working on getting 
this right for ten years.  So if your 
state has not started that process, it 
is not possible to get it right before 
the upcoming election. 
I saw a report from California that 
449,000 summons for jury duty was 
returned because the person sum-
moned “was NOT a US citizen”.   I 
had always heard that the jury pools 
were from the registered voter rolls.  I 
looked it up, and apparently Califor-
nia also uses the vehicle driver’s li-
cense rolls to summon people for jury 
duty.  So the actual number of people 
on the registered voter rolls that were 
not citizens and were summoned for 
jury duty was not obtainable.  But the 
person questioned said they believed 
the percent was around 39%.  That is 
still a huge number of people on the 
voter rolls that are not eligible to vote.  

Someone said this gets confusing 
since some local school boards 
allow non-citizens to vote in their 
school board elections.  That may 
be how they get on the voter rolls.
I saw that in many states their list 
of registered voters has not been 
maintained in accordance with 
the National Voter’s Registration 
Act of 1993.  Some areas of the 
country have more people on their 
roles than the entire population of 
voter age people.  That means that 
people have moved from the vot-
ing precinct, and some have died.  
The law requires them to remove 
someone if they have not voted in 
a certain number of years (usual-
ly four years).  Some states send 
out postcards to inquire if the vot-
er still lives at the same address.  
I have received one of these in 
the last ten years I have lived at 
my current location.  Tom Fitton, 
President, Judicial Watch, has 
sued many states because of their 
poorly maintained registered voter 
rolls. He has won these cases in 
court and they have been required 
to remove those names in com-
pliance with the law.  Thousands 
of names have been removed 
through this process.  If they mail 
a ballot to everyone on the voter 
rolls, it is ripe for voter fraud.  Any-
one can complete those ballots 
and mail them in.  
Another person responsible for 
conducting elections said their 
area had wide spread vote-by-
mail election and over 200,000 
votes had to be thrown out as in-
valid.  Some were the fact the mail 
vote arrived after the cut off and 
did not have a postmark to vali-
date the mailing date.  That is the 
responsibility of the voter to get it 
into a collection box by the dead-
line, and the USPS to postmark 
to validate the deadline has been 
met. 
A news reporter recently conduct-
ed a test by sending 100 letters to 
a Post Office Box he rented exclu-
sively for this test.  He mailed these 
to various locations in his area.  A 
few days later he mailed another 
100 letters.  After four days he had 
NOT received 21 per cent of the 
mail.  They filmed him going to the 
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2020 UPMA 
SCHOLARSHIP 

REPORT
Deena Frakes

Scholarship Committee              
Chairman

Congratulations are in order! The 2020 
UPMA Scholarship Foundation recipients 
have been notified, and they will each re-
ceive $1000 check to help with the expens-
es to further their educations.  Of the 138 
applications received these twelve scored 
the highest.
Erin Adcock is the daughter of retired 
Postmaster Sharon Adcock of Virginia. She 
will attend James Madison University to be-
come a nurse.
Mackenzie Axford, retired IL Postmas-
ter Carol Sue Carnes granddaughter, will at-
tend St Louis University this fall where she is 
considering majoring in history and minoring 
in education
Kira Bircher, granddaughter of retired 
Postmaster Joan Barkey of West Virginia, 
will study nursing at West Virginia University.
Hayden Bittinger is the son of Jo Bit-
tinger, IL Postmaster. He is a student at the 
University of Wisconsin-Platteville and is 
entering his sophomore year to become a 
social sciences teacher with a history em-
phasis. 
Christine Cherian, daughter of NY 
Postmaster Varghese Cherian, will enter 
Rutgers University this fall.  She will pursue 
a future in pediatric otorhinolaryngology.
Lindsay Ingenito is the granddaugh-
ter of retired IN Postmaster Judy Dishman.  
Lindsay will be entering her junior year at 
Huntington University where she is pursuing 
a nursing degree.
Kyle Lake, grandson of retired CA Post-
master Debra Lake, is completing his de-
gree in Fire Science to begin a career with 
CAL Fire. Kyle is a student at Butte Commu-
nity College and is in the US Coast Guard 
Reserves.
Michael Macdonough, grandson of re-
tired PA Postmaster Anita Cook, is a student 
at University of Pittsburgh.  Michael is earn-
ing a mechanical engineering degree.

Ariah Mitchell, daughter of NY 
Postmaster Rebecca Bates, will 
begin her college studies this fall 
at Paul Smith’s College.  She plans 
to double major in communications 
and environmental studies with a 
minor in sustainability followed by a 
graduate degree in public relations.
Kari Lyn Mosier is the grand-
daughter of retired CO Postmaster 
Debra McKibbon. Kari Lyn will be 
in the Presidential Leadership Pro-
gram and the Honors Program at 
CSU-Pueblo.
Katherine Tielking is the 
daughter of IN Postmaster Greg 
Tielking and is a rising junior at the 
University of Evansville. Katherine 
is working toward a bachelor’s de-
gree in global business.
Kaleb Tweite, grandson of re-
tired Postmaster Diane Howland, is 
studying to earn a degree in agricul-
tural engineering with an emphasis 
on land and water resources.  He 
is enrolled at Iowa State University.
All of the students selected have 
worked hard in their schools, jobs 
and communities and demonstrate 
a desire to become exemplary fu-
ture leaders.

Post Office window and with a 
note in his box that he had other 
mail being held; the clerk report-
ed he had it all.  He asked for 
a supervisor and they found ad-
ditional letters.  The clerk said, 
“Well they weren’t where they 
were supposed to be”.  When 
he got done with the test he still 
had three letters that never ar-
rived.  As the reporter stated, 
“97 per cent is a very good re-
cord, but that means that three 
voters would have been disen-
franchised.”  Now that is a Post 
Office problem!   
One of the reporters on TV re-
ported that in her district on the 
east coast reported they have 
waited for over two months for 
the votes to be certified from a 
recent primary election.  The 
court required them to con-
duct another election.  Can you 
imagine the cost of that?
I did not provide all the sources 
for the statements I made in this 
article.  This is not a research 
paper.  I have done many in 
my life and if I had provided 
any references, I am sure you 
could produce counter material 
to anything subject during this 
political season.  I am just trying 
to explain why I have come to 
the conclusion about voting-by-
mail.  If your area is not current-
ly conducting large scale vote-
by-mail, now is too late to start.  
I think nothing is more sacred 
than voting.  Voting in person is 
best followed by absentee vot-
ing. 
A large number of people say 
there is no voter fraud.  If that 
is the case how come I hear a 
story weekly where the Depart-
ment of Justice is charging peo-
ple with voter fraud for changing 
votes.  A recent story stated a 
letter carrier was caught chang-
ing ballots.  So I think we can 
dispense with the idea there is 
not voter fraud.   
This article was not authorized 
by the UPMA organization.  Nor 
is this the official position of our 
great organization; just a person 
working legislative efforts for the 
organization. 

The views expressed in the UPMA Retiree IN THE 
MAILBOX newsletter are those of the writer, and are 

not necessarily those of the USPS or of UPMA.
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VETERANS LIKE YOU!!!!

James "Jimmy" Stewart
US Army Air Corps  

Bomber pilot who rose to the 
rank of General.

Lee Marvin
US Marines  

Sniper.  Wounded in action on 
Saipan.  Buried in Arlington 

National Cemetery.

Charlton Heston
US Army Air Corps  

Radio operator and aerial 
gunner on a B-25, Aleutians.

Ed McMahon
US Marines

Fighter Pilot.  (Flew OE-1 Bird 
Dogs over Korea as well.)

Paul Newman
US Navy 

Rear Seat Gunner/Radioman, 
torpedo bombers of 

USS Bunker Hill.

Fess Parker
US Navy & US Marines  

Booted from pilot training for 
being too tall, joined Marines 

as a radio operator.

James Arness
US Army 

As an infantryman, he was 
severely wounded at 

Anzio, Italy.

Don Knotts
US Army 

Pacific Theater

Kirk Douglas
US Navy  

Sub-chaser in the Pacific. 
Wounded in action. 

Medically discharged.

Mickey Rooney
US Army  

Served under Patton.  
Bronze Star.

Eddie Albert
US Coast Guard  

Bronze Star with Combat V for 
saving several Marines under 

heavy fire as pilot of a landing craft 
during the invasion of Tarawa.

Brian Keith
US Marines

Radioman/Gunner in 
Dauntless dive-bombers.

Dale Robertson
US Army  

Tank Commander in North 
Africa under Patton. Wounded 
twice.  Battlefield Commission.

Clark Gable
US Army Air Corps  

B-17 gunner over Europe.

Chuck Connors
US Army  

Tank-warfare instructor

Raymond Burr
US Navy

Shot in the stomach on Okinawa 
and medically discharged.

TAKEN FROM RICK DAMA, EDITOR, WISCONSIN ZIP LINE WITH PERMISSION
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WEST 
VIRGINIA 

RETIREES 
LUNCHEON

We had 18 WV UPMA attend-
ees at our annual retirees fall 
Luncheon. It's always good to 
see each other and get caught 
up on what's going on in our 
lives. Our next years Luncheon 
will be October 9. Most are like 
me and cannot wait to get to-
gether again.

VERMONT STATE CONVENTION
The Vermont Chapter UPMA held their 2020 Convention 
on October 4,2020 in Hyde Park , Vermont at the Most 
Holy Name Catholic Church Hall. Retirees attending were 
(L to R) President Donald Rayta, Second Vice President, 
Aroline Putnam, Secretary/Treasurer  Sylvia Eugair and 
Norman Peters, Executive Vice President. We enjoyed a Re-
tirees Luncheon provided by the active chapter members. The 
retirees held a meeting to conduct pending business. Thank you 
to all who attended. It was nice to see our friends again even if 
we had to wear masks and social distance ourselves! Looking 
forward to a better 2021 and normal state and national conven-
tions. We hope everyone stays safe and healthy.

SOUTH CAROLINA 
STATE CONVENTION

TEXAS STATE 
CONVENTION RETIREES
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Rodney BolandHelen Bauer Walt BorlaBob Arsenault

Clarence Gagner

David McKee

Larry Jones

John Roark

Richard Bielh

No 
Photo

Michael SilvestriJessie Shanks Bill Simpson Stan Skamaryez

Robert J. LeBlanc Paul Mader Sam McCullar

Don Brunnell

Jimmy FuscoBob FrakesJo Dyke

Ted CarricoBill Brewer

No 
Photo

Steve Brighton Roy Brown

Doug Kleplas

Bruce Byrn

James Gillespie

James Joseph

John Johnson

Jim PriceKeith Miner Charley Peters

Sammie Reese

Mary McKenrick Bruce Peters

No 
Photo
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Butch Belanger John DeWitt Steve GonzalesJames Dilard

Tony L. WilliamsRoy Shaffer Dominick Spadero Larry TomlinsonDoug Gray

Demo Sofronas

Richard SkaggsSteven Craig

If you are a veteran and would like to be recognized in In The Mailbox, please send a photo 
along with your name and branch of service to inthemailboxeditor@usa.net or mail it to: 

Eva Finley, National Retiree Editor, P O Box 500, Graford TX 76449-0500.

Ralph Viegelman Jack D. WilkinsRichard Webberson

Deane YoungMichael Winters

No 
Photo

Steve Steinbaum Ted Stirling Dee Strum

Steve Vanderhoof

Lou UrsoSteve Staples

Novice Walker

No 
Photo
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David Lovett John Olson

David Ellis

Dallas Sharpe

Randy Ashford

Ben Johnson

Richard Barnett

Charles Stokke

Paul Edd Butler Don Kelchner

Wes Balken John Ball

John Hamm

Bill Thomas

Calvin Begley

David Seal

Herbert Coggin

Vern Shoemaker

Ronnie DauteriveJamie Chacon

Rufus Wallace

Woody Saylor

Juan Garcia

Larry Hall

Dawn Tisdale

Gary Choice

Don Rayta

Ron Hentz

No 
Photo

Celeste RubinikAlfred Huffer

No 
Photo

James Miller

 Stephen Schneider Sam Tridente
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VERN 
SHOEMAKER

KANSAS, US NAVY, 
RETIRED

I entered the Navy in 
March of 1945.  I went to 
Denver, CO, for my physi-
cal and then to San Diego, 
CA for boot camp.  While 
in training I developed 
pneumonia and I was in 
the hospital a long time.  
When I left Boot camp, 
I was sent to Pearl Har-
bor and was there for 11 
months.  I was discharged 

in Norman OK.  My favorite memory was getting 
to see the Hollywood stars came and perform for 
the troops.  We also were able to go abroad the 
ships that were docked there to see movies.  
Now here is something extra that you might not 
know about the small post Office 70 years ago.  A 
couple or three years before I became Postmas-
ter, the Postmaster was paid for the number of 
stamps canceled.  I paid myself out of the cash 
drawer and IF I had not sold enough money or-
ders and stamps, I waited until there was enough 
money.  At that time, we sold a lot of money or-
ders.  I believe that $10 was the most you could 
make a money order.  We received mail from the 
train, and I met it with the mail pouch and received 
a pouch from them.  We had mail seven days a 
week and on Sunday. If the regular mail was late, 
I would miss going to church.  We owned the Post 
Office boxes and fixtures and were paid 15% of 
my salary for rent on the building and equipment.  
I was to be paid (which wasn’t much) on the 1st 
and 16th.  Now they get paid every two weeks, 
which is a couple more 
pay days a year.  My 
wife, Helen, was one of 
my leave replacements (I 
had more than one).  Our 
town was Wheeler, Kan-
sas.  We had the Gener-
al Store, and the PO was 
in the store.  We sold 
most everything, and our 
living quarters was in the 
back of the store, so to 
go to work every day, I 
didn’t have to go outside 
except to put the flag out. 

WREATHS 
ACROSS AMERICA

Richard Scaggs
MISSOURI, US COAST GUARD, 

RETIRED
I am a member of the Patriot 
Guard whose task is to stand 
flag lines and escorts Veterans 
to their final resting place.  This 
was especially meaningful, as 
a new Veteran Cemetery was 
started in Jacksonville, Missou-
ri, only 15 miles north of Mober-
ly where I live.  It has quickly 

earned praise and for its beauty and respect paid to not only to the 
deceased Veterans, but their families.  I lost my wife in 2017 and 
she is laid to rest there, as I will be in the future.  The cemetery di-
rector asked me to join the Jacksonville Assistance League which 
raises funds for beautification projects and other items needed as 
the cemetery budget does not include.  I currently serve as the Trea-
surer of this organization.  We have one major fundraiser each year, 
Wreaths Across America.  So far, we have raised enough money 
to place a wreath on every grave (over 1900), thanks to donations.  
Most of them are small in the $15-$50 range, amounting to $30,000 
a year. God Bless America and all who are servicing or have served 
this great Nation in the military. 

Honoring All Ft. Jackson Soldiers
The Gateway to the Army Association would 
like to honor all U. S. Army soldiers who have 
trained or served at Fort Jackson by placing 
granite pavers for the “Pathway of Patriots.”  
At the Centennial Park.  The fundraiser that 
was held exceeded their goal by more than 
$10,000.  The Association would like to ex-
plain that the Centennial Park will honor all 
U.S. army soldiers, volunteers and those 
who entered the Army via the military 
draft, who have trained or served at Ft. 
J a c k s o n , 
SC since 
1917. 

photo cour-
tesy of South 
Carolina Liv-

ing magazine, 
1/2020
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For immediate release:

At the September 19th Military Writers Society of America (MWSA) award conference, held this year as a vir-
tual meeting in New London, CT, book award winners were announced for each of the contest categories.  In 
the History category, Centralia resident Steven J. Craig took home the Silver Medal for his book “All Present 
and Accounted For,” the true story of the grounding and near-sinking of the Coast Guard Cutter Jarvis off the 
coast of Alaska in November of 1972. 

The MWSA is a nationwide association of authors, poets, and artists, drawn together by the common bond 
of military service.  Most members are active duty military, retirees, or military veterans.  A few are lifelong 
civilians who have chosen to honor our military through their writings or their art.  The MWSA core principle is 
a love of the men and women who defend this nation, and a deeply personal understanding of their sacrifice 
and dedication. Each year the MWSA has donated books to the VA hospitals and veteran organizations. The 
MWSA has helped various youth programs and schools over the last decade to help promote writing and 
patriotism.

Steven Craig is a retired Coast Guard Reserve Captain with over 38 years of active and reserve service, 
including details for Hurricanes Katrina and Ike, the Haiti earthquake port recovery planning, the 9/11 re-
sponse, and the Asia-Pacific Economic Conference 2011 security planning effort in Honolulu.  On the civilian 
side, he is the retired Postmaster of Oakville, WA, also serving as Postmaster In Tokeland, WA and OIC 
details in Westport, Grayland, and Galvin, WA.

He presently resides in Centralia part-time, spending the winters in Yuma, AZ with his wife Rachel and two 
spoiled dachshunds.  His website is www.stevenjcraigbooks.com

2012 Honolulu retirement

MWSA website: 

www.mwsadispatches.com
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PLANS ARE UNDERWAY FOR OUR ANNUAL STEAKOUT AND THIS YEAR, we want to add a “seafood boil” on Friday evening.  Of 
course, all these plans are contingent upon our present pandemic being a thing of the past.     

All are very committed to wearing masks and social distancing. 

• The Seafood Boil will take place Friday, January 29, 2021 6 to 9pm 
• The Steakout will take place Saturday, January 30, 2021 from 10:30am to 2pm.   
• Location will be the Eustis Community Center, 601 Northshore Dr, Eustis, FL  32726    

Because we have moved away from the MLK weekend, rooms, and room rates, hopefully, will improve from previous years as we 
will not be competing with the local 3-day antique extravaganza and should not have 2-night minimum stays 
. 
Registration forms are on our FL UPMA webpage and in our October Bugle. We also already have tentative commitments from 
several national officers, plus Signature FCU board members/employees (who come at their own expense).  We chose these dates so 
that they were not too close to the annual UPMA Legislative Summit.  

As always, all UPMA members, active and retired, are welcome and encouraged to attend.  Also, our UPMA “cousins” wintering in 
Florida are encouraged to attend our annual UPMA family Reunion sponsored by Florida UPMA, active and retired. 

Come one, come all… 
 

We need to have a closing date for registration earlier this year. DECEMBER 15th is the deadline for registrations.  With everything 
being so uncertain due to COVID, we will offer to refund registrations to those that register by December 15, 2020, ONLY if we must 
cancel the event due to the pandemic.  

Look forward to seeing you in Eustis. 

Rodney Boland 
National President, UPMA Retired and Chairman of Steakout/Low Country Boil 

REGISTRATION FORM FOR LOW COUNTRY BOIL AND STEAKOUT –  
Just mark the events that you will be able to attend.  If you have questions, PLEASE EMAIL BARBARA.WHIDDEN@AOL.COM   

Please enclose payment in full and make checks payable to:  Barbara Whidden, 19633 Dorr Rd,  Altoona, FL  32702-9307. 

LOW COUNTRY BOIL, FRIDAY, 1/29                                   STEAKOUT, SATURDAY, 1/30 

ADULTS_______@$20. EACH = ___________                 ADULTS__________@$25. EACH = _____ 

CHILDREN______@ $10. EACH = __________                 CHILDREN________@$12.50 EA =  _____ 

I,______________________ WILL NEED A HOTEL ROOM FOR _______________NIGHTS/dates?  Please send 
Barbara your email or phone #. She will contact you for details and give you prices.       

Filet Mignon Filet Mignon Filet Mignon Filet Mignon 

Filet Mignon Filet Mignon 
Filet Mignon 

Filet Mignon 

Two Hotels for your consideration.
Quality Inn, 16630 Hwy 441, Mt. Dora - Rates $84/dbl-$104 King Suite. (844) 266-7149.

Comfort Inn, 1380 E Burleigh Blvd (Hwy 441) Tavares FL (855) 516-1090.
If you have questions, please contact Barbara Whidden.
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LEANDRA BECKEMYER 
(NEWLY RETIRED)

and Her Family
Sandy Munson, younger sister of Le-
andra Beckemeyer, newly Postmaster 
Retired, died in August from a brain em-
bolism at the age of 57.  Leandra was 
the “voice” of NAPUS for many years at 
national events.  Cards can be mailed 
to Leandra Beckemeyer at her new ad-
dress, 8832 Kipapa Way, Diamondhead 
MS 39525.  

STEVE JOUTRAS
and Her Family

from Robert Umland
Elizabeth Joutras-Brewer, Mother of 
Steve Joutras, PM Retired, Modena Il-
linois passed away on September 28, 
in Squires, MO.  She was -93.  Condo-
lences may be sent to the Steve Joutras 
Family, 2885 Horizon Trail, New Lenox, 
IL 60451.

CAROL COMMISSO
and Her Family
from Dave Cook

Carol Commisso, PM Retired and 
Former National Vice President, 
lost her sister, JoAnn Van Case-
seele, who passed away recently.  
Cards may be mailed to Carol at 
11 Ambassador Drive, Victor, NY 
14564.

The Family of
JAMES EVANS

from Betty Hicks
James Evans, PM Retired from 
the San Ramon, CA post office 
passed. Cards can be sent to Mrs. 
Jeanette Evans, 2385 Hampton 
Place, Livermore CA 94550.

The Family of
“VETO” REID

from Gerri Swarm
Mr. Vitilas “Veto” Reid, PM Retired, 
St. Charles, Missouri, passed 
away on August 16.  Condolences 
may be sent to his wife, Bessie, at 
2937 Marbach Court, St. Charles 
MO 63301.

Get  Well
CHARLIE FREEMAN 

& DAVE ELLIS
It has been four years since their 
terrible car accident returning to 
Arkansas from the National con-
vention in New Orleans, Louisiana. 
Charlie had a stroke about a year 
ago.  He is doing well, but most-
ly home bound and not getting out 
much. He still appreciates hearing 
from his Postmaster friends.  Char-
lie’s address is P O Box 1, Green-
brier, AR 72058.  Dave is also hav-
ing some health issues, but he still 
gets out when he can and still drives 
some.  He has good days and bad 
days. Dave’s address is P O Box 
165. Center Ridge, AR 72027.  

DAVE SPARANO
from Roberta Hoag,Secretary, NJ Retired

Our friend, Dave Sparano, MJ PM Retired and 
all-around great guy has been going through 
a significant medical change.  Roberta reports 
that Dave is doing well and is getting stron-
ger every day and says, “Stronger every day.  
Grateful for all the Get Well wishes.  I miss ev-
eryone but not the Post Office at election time.” 
Cards may be sent to Dave at 3001 Sunwatch 
Drive, Wesley Chapel, FL 33544.

BARBARA WHIDDEN
Prayers for a speedy recovery for Barbara 
Whidden, who underwent back surgery.  She 
serves on the Credit Committee of the Signa-
ture Credit Union.  She has also spearheaded 
the Florida Steak-out for the past several years 
and served in many positions.  Cards my be 
mailed to Barbara at 19633 D’Orr Road, Alton-
na, FL 32702.

The Family of
GOLD JOWNER

from Ben Bulluck & Tom Sutherland
Gold Joyner, PM Retired, Rocky Mount, 
NC, passed away in August at the age of 
84.  Due to COVOD-19, a memorial will be 
at a later date.  Cards may be mailed to 
the Joyner Family at 1529 Old Mill Road, 
Rocky Mount, NC 27803-2139.

The Family of
BRUCH TANNER

From Roberta Sivley, President UPMA 
Ret, Arkansas Chapter

Bruce Tanner, PM Retired, Mansfield Ar-
kansas, passed away on September 6. 
Burial was in Waldron, AR. Bruce was 
an active member of the League where 
he was honored with PM of the Year and 
Membership Awards.  He was a friend to 
anyone who met him and loved by many.  
Cards can be mailed to Tonya Tanner, 5387 
Lower Winfield Road, Waldron AR 72859.

The Family of
ANDREW BERISH

Andrew Berish, age 68 of Bethlehem PA, 
passed away on October 5th.  Andy, who 
served in the Army and was a graduate of 
the University of Maryland, was the PM 
Retired of Easton PA.   

JOAN TROTTER
Joan Trotter, PM Retired, 
Ozark Arkansas, was hos-
pitalized from July 4 to 
August 24 with stroke-like 
symptoms but was finally 
diagnosed as severe back 
damage that affected spinal 
cord and movement ability.  
After multiple treatments 
followed by back surgery, 
she is now home with hus-
band Bob being number 
one caretaker.  Bob thanks 
everyone for their thoughts, 
prayers, cheer and hope 
and said every day is a little 
better.  Cards can be sent to 
Joan at 701 N 18th Street, 
Ozark AR 72949. 
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From Bill Thomas
USAF Retired and PM Retired, Sandy Springs, MD
I sadly note the passing of an old friend. James Bud 
Turner died on October 6.  Buddy and I served as 
letter carriers in the late 1950s at Kensington, MD.  
He became a shop steward with the NLCA there and 
went on to become an official at the national level 
as a National Business Agent and retired after 44 
years of service. In later years, as a PM, I sat across 
the table from him more than once. I think there are 
probably other PMS out there who may remember 
him.  May he rest in Peace.

Sad News THANKS TO BILL TIERNEY, WI 
FOR LINK AND INFO ON HEALTH CARE FEDS WILL 

PAY 4.9 % MORE TOWARD HEALTH CARE PREMIUMS

Federal Employees and Retirees will spend an average of 4.9% 
more on their health premiums in 2021, a sizeable increase 
that nonetheless is an improvement from last year's price hike.  
The government’s share of Federal Employee Health Bene-
fits Program premiums will increase by an average of 3% next 
year and agencies will cover around 70% of each enrollee’s 
total premium costs, OPM announced in October. Open sea-
son runs from November 9-December 14.  More info on plan 
options and OPM’s plan comparison tool can be found on the 
agency’s website:
www.govexec.com/pay-benefits/2020/10/feds-will-pay-49-
more-toward-health-care-premiums-next-year/169234/

FROM 
VERN SHOEMAKER

Thank you, Eva, for all you have done 
for me.  I want to thank all the Post-
masters and Retirees for all the Anni-
versary cards that we got and all the 
Get-Well cards that my wife received.  
After 42 days in the hospital she is 
home.  I am now chief cook and bottle 
washer and so on. She is doing better 
and has finally gotten solid foods. 
Editor’s note: Vern’s wife Helen was 
diagnosed with bladder cancer and 
the doctors removed her bladder. She 
had sores in her mouth, was having 
a hard time getting nourishment and 
was in pain. Vern and Helen still need 
our prayers and support.  Please send 
cards to them at their home address: 
PO Box 123, Cawker City, KS, 67430.  
They are both in their mid-90s, Vern 
a Lifetime Member and Veteran of 
the US Navy.  Thanks also to KATHY 
COOPER, Kennedy, New York, and 
family member of the late Donna Dort 
for information on the Shoemakers.

FROM
JACKIE GURR

I would sincerely like to thank all of 
my fellow Signature FCU members 
for voting for me in the current Board 
elections.  I might not have achieved 
my goal, but your votes were greatly 
appreciated. 

FROM 
DANIEL HEINS

Let me begin by congratulating Carol Sue 
Carnes and Joe Gondola on the reelec-
tion to the Signature Federal Credit Union 
Board of directors!  They have both served 
well over the years and will continue to do 
what is best for the members of the cred-
it union.  In Addition, I want to say thank 
you to all of you who had the confidence in 
me to serve on the board by casting your 
votes for me.  While I am sorry that I was 
unsuccessful this time, I am truly humbled 
and very appreciative of the support that 
was shown to me in the election process.

FROM
RON KERRELS

A big Thank You to all that supported me 
for a position on the Signature FCU Board 
of Directors. Once again, I am saddened 
that I did not receive enough votes to se-
cure a position one the Board, but I truly 
appreciate your support and the confi-
dence you have in me.  As you all know we 
have a great FCU under great leadership.  
Congratulations to Joe Gondola and Carol 
Sue Carnes on their re-election.

FROM
DAVE LAUGHLIN AND 

MIKE SILVESTRI
Thanks to everyone for your cards.  I went 
back to doctors in NYC Mt. Sinai Hospital 
on September 9 for a review check-up.  
Mike Silvestri, President NY Chapter 
UPMA Retirees said, “Dave is doing well.  
He goes back to get checked for liver can-
cer every three months.  He can still use 
prayers.”  Dave’s address is 35 Adobe 
Drive, Shirley NY 11967-3325.

FROM
BETTY BERNDT

My sincerest thanks to so many of 
my old and new UPMA friends for 
the cards, emails and phone calls.  
It’s truly amazing how hearing from 
friends can lift your spirit and make 
life so much better.  Jerry is still hav-
ing problems, but nothing we can’t 
handle.  May God bless you all with 
love, good health, and happiness.  
Betty’s address is P O 12, Martville 
NY 13111-0012. 

FROM
BARBARA WHIDDEN

Postmaster Retired, Umatilla, FL
The last 3 weeks have been a whole 
new experience for me.  Titanium rod 
inserted in my back on 9/30, followed 
by 4 days in hospital but without com-
plications...AND THEN, on Tuesday 
after surgery, i received 28 cards 
from my UPMA family plus the calls 
began to come in and emails too....I 
know that certainly lifted my spirits 
and renewed my spirit to work hard to 
get better as soon as possible.
I am not running any races BUT with 
support from all of ya'll i plan to be 
back "in the game" real soon....
Thank you all for the cards, prayers, 
calls, flowers, food, etc.etc....And to 
those that wanted to send cards, but 
didnt get it done, I would fit in that 
caterory,, I could feel your prayers 
and support so dont feel bad.
Lee Roy and my sister Julie have 
been great helpers with no com-
plaints at all.....What a team.
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