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We will be collecting ski 
hats, gloves, and socks to be 

distributed to Missouri 
Veterans Homes by 

President Mandy Whitten 
during our National 

Convention
See page 2  for more information
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First, I would like 
to thank every-
one who sent 
emails, letters, 
texts and phone 
calls asking to 
be on a UPMA 
committee. I am 

sorry that I couldn’t chose all of you 
but only had 42 appointments to make. 
With that being said I know that I can 
count on all to be an active participant 
within the UPMA retirees. I also didn’t 
have time to get back with each of you 
because I had 250 names who were in-
terested. This only told me one thing, 
having that many people who wanted 
to help is such a blessing for this or-
ganization. I wish I could have picked 
everyone, but I feel we will all help each 
other and that’s why we have a remark-
able retiree group. Again, thanks from 
the bottom of my heart for showing 
your interest.

The first month I hit the ground running 
starting with the first National UPMA ex-
ecutive board meeting in Arlington VA.

It was a full 2 days and I learned a lot. 
Then in Southaven MS the Nation-
al UPMA executive board and audit 
committee gathered for a very produc-
tive meeting. At this time, I would like 

to thank Charley Peters for his job as 
UPMA Retired Treasurer. He did an 
outstanding job and the books were 
in order and all monies accounted for. 
Anita Pfiefer is the new UPMA Retiree 
Treasurer for one year I know she will 
follow in Charley’s footsteps. I appoint-
ed Deena Frakes as the UPMA Retiree 
Secretary and I know she will also be 
an asset to your board for a year. Af-
ter the audit the executive board made 
some decisions on what direction we 
wanted to carry the retirees in.

Membership is going to be one of our 
main focuses. I am so excited that the 
board and membership committees 
have put together a rail card, which is 
at the printer as I type. I hope to have 
these before we go to the membership 
meeting in St Louis in January. This will 

help when you go to sign up a retiree 
to have information you can leave with 
them. As of November 2, 2021 we have 
8,136 Retired members and 2,004 As-
sociate members. The board also re-
viewed the Fiscal Policy and Standing 
Rules and made a few changes. We 
also updated the Committee Position 
Descriptions.

So, as you can see, we (the board) 
have been very busy. If you have any 
questions, concerns, or ideas please 
let one of your board members know. 
This is your organization it takes all of 
us as we continue to become bigger 
and stronger.

I am looking forward to serving you. I 
am only a phone call away. May you 
and yours have a very safe and healthy 
holiday season!

FROM OUR PRESIDENT  Mandy Heslep-Whitten, UPMA Retiree President Elect

Our 2022 Veterans Project is underway!!!! After discussing plans with President Mandy Whitten and Co-Chairs Keith Miner 
and Eva Finley, UPMA Retired will be honoring Veterans in Missouri Nursing homes at our National Convention.  Veteran 
Home Administrators are recommending that we donate 3 items:  Ski (or "watch caps") hats,  gloves and sox (preferably 
diabetic), but any will be welcomed.  Diabetic sox can be purchased in bulk-8 pairs for $20 at Costco, or at Walgreens for 3 
for $8. Other stores may be cheaper.  Hats  and gloves will be on sale after the season and can be purchased reasonably.  
You can donate these items separately or in a group of the three requested.  We will see that yours is paired up with the 
others, in case you just want to give one item.  As always, the Veterans in the homes will appreciate the gifts and know that 
your love is also attached. President Mandy will present these to one or two of the nursing homes.  We appreciate your 
generosity and know that we owe these humble men and women much more for their faithful and courageous service. Your 
State President and/or a volunteer will be coordinating your states gifts. We will let you know further information in the near 
future.  If you have any questions at this time, please email Keith at kminer@hvc.rr.com, text/call at  845-706-9894 or Eva 
Finley at inthemailboxeditor@usa.net  or phone at (512) 569-4680.  We welcome your suggestions!
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COMPLETING THE ANNUAL AUDIT
Sheila Scadden, UPMA Retired Audit Committee Member
What a privilege it was to serve on the UPMA Retired Audit Committee 
along with Chairman Jackie Gurr and Bill Tierney. I thank President 
Mandy for the opportunity to serve our Retired membership. 

This past Monday we met in Southaven, MS just across the border 
from Memphis, TN to audit the financial records of our great organi-
zation.  Past Treasurer and new Vice-President Charley Peters is to 
be commended for his accurate and detailed records.  Our task ran 
smoothly due to Charley’s knowledge of his records and he was quick 
to answer any questions we may have asked. 

The annual UPMA Retired audit was held on November 15, 2021 in 
Southaven, MS. The committee consisted of Chairman Jackie Gurr 
from Washington, Shelia Scadden from West Virginia and Bill Tierney 
from Wisconsin. 

We found the books from outgoing Treasurer Charlie Peters to be 
in excellent order with no discrepancies. Charlie's bookkeeping skills 
and attention to detail made the committee's job much easier. The 
following figure reveals where the books stand at the end of fiscal 
year 2021.

General Fund Checking Ending Balance           $ 135,008.34
Savings Account Ending Balance $  193.05
Total CD Ending Balance $ 511,072.51 

Scholarship Fund Checking Ending Balance $ 5120.17
Savings Account Ending Balance $ 5.00
Total $ 5125.17   

I also was part of the Budget Committee with Chair Anita Pfeifer and 
Bill Tierney. It was interesting seeing how funds are allocated across 
the various line items. With membership being a challenge going for-
ward the EB will be working on creative ways to increase revenue.

Big thanks to President Mandy for asking me to chair this committee 
and to my new found friends in Sheila and Bill.  After all of our work 
was done we were treated to a drive to the Memphis Peabody Hotel 
where we learned about the famous Ducks make their daily trek up 
the elevator to the Penthouse for the night!!    

FROM AUDIT COMMITTEE
Jackie Gurr, UPMA Retired Audit Committee Chair

2022 Audit 
Committee Sheila 

Scadden, Bill 
Tierney, Anita 

Pfeifer and Chair 
Jackie Gurr

New legislation has been 
introduced in the House 
regarding Windfall Elim-
ination Provision.  The 
Equal Treatment of Pub-

lic Servants Act. H.R. 5834 was introduced by 
Rep. Kevin Brady, R-Texas and cosponsored 
by a bipartisan group of 30 representatives 
would reduce the effects of the WEP on public 
servants.  Standard Social Security payments 
are calculated based on average monthly 
earnings adjusted.  The first $996 of average 
monthly earnings are multiplied by 90%; earn-
ings between $996 and $6,002 are multiplied 
by 32%; any reminder by 15%.  Under the WEP 
the first-tier earnings can be multiplied by as lit-
tle as 40%.

Under the new legislation, WEP-affected under 
60 or older would receive a $100 rebate each 
month; individuals between 22 and 59 would 
receive either the old WEP calculation or the 
new one depending on which benefited them 
the most;  and individuals under 21 would re-
ceive a new calculation entirely for their Social 
Security WEP.

Members of both parties have introduced legis-
lation with similar goals during the 117th Con-
gress.

Reps Davis, R-IL, and Spanberger, D-VA in-
troduced Social Security Fairness Act, H.R.82 
which would repeal the WEP and GPO

House Ways and Means Committee Chairman 
Rep. Neal reintroduced the Public Servants 
Protection and Fairness Act, H.R. 2337, which 
would provide relief to civil servants financial-
ly punished by WEP in the form of increased 
monthly benefits.

Rep. Letlow, R-LA introduced the Wellbeing 
for Every Public Servant Act, H.R. 4788, which 
would repeal the WEP penalty for individuals 
with combined monthly benefits (from Social 
Security and their public sector pension) of 
$5,500 or lower, with graduated implementation 
of the penalty on benefits above that amount.

LEGISLATIVE 
NEWS
David Cook, UPMA Retired 
Legislative Chair

See "...Audit" continued on page 4
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Dear Eva,

Thank you for re-
membering me, 
and I’m sure all 
of the other mil-
itary veterans 

who are UPMA retired, with the card 
and thanks at Veterans Day. When 
people tell me “Thank you for your 
service (and it was many years after I 
retired from the USAF before I heard 
those words), I tell them they are wel-
come and ask them to try to live their 
life as a person who is worthy of the 
sacrifices made by those of us who’ve 
served and are serving.  Eva, by what 
you do to thank and honor veterans, 
you are proving yourself more than 
worth of those sacrifices.  For people 
such as you, I would be willing to do it 
all again.

Thank you again and most sincerely, 
Ron Hentz, USAF, Retired

...........................

Sometimes in Life you pass by people 
not knowing anything about them.  But 
as time goes by, you find out there are 
people that seem to stand out even if 
they are on the sidelines.  You, Eva, 
are one of the special ones.  Thank 
you for being in my life and sending 
me the card on Veterans Day.  That 
meant a lot to this ole Veteran.

Thank you, 
John Hamm, London KY

Eva, 

On behalf  of all my fellow veterans 
of all wars and conflicts, I personally 
thank you for all you do for us.  Our 
numbers are dwindling very fast. My 
WWII Comrades are dying at a rate in 
excess of 1000 a day.  It won’t be long 
before we will be gone.  Once again, 
Thank you for remembering us every 
day.  

Stan the Man Skamarycz, MA
Veteran of WWII and Korea

...........................

Dear Eva,

Thank you very much for sending the 
Quilt of Honor to me and for recogniz-
ing my military in the Army.  The quil-
ter, Diane Dombroski, did a beautiful 
job.  

Sincerely, 
Ret/ SGM Richard A. Dalrymple, NY

...........................

Eva,

It was such a nice surprise to receive 
the Quilt of Honor you sent as a tribute 
to my military service. It is very color-
ful, and we like the material used – 
very patriotic. Please convey my sin-
cere thanks to Diane Dombroski who 
crafted my quilt for a job well done and 
her efforts are appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
Don Kelchner, US PM Retired, and 
USAF MSGT Retired

Hi, Eva,

This 96-year-old US Navy WWII Vet-
eran wants you to know how I sincere-
ly appreciate your Veterans Greeting 
Card. Whenever I’m thanked for my 
service, I always respond by saying 
“Thank you, I really appreciate that 
and for me, it was a privilege to serve 
this great country of ours.”  Eva, to 
you, I say a big “Thank You” for the 
many things you do to honor and rec-
ognize Veterans. In the Mailbox is one 
publication I always look forward to 
reading.

Sincerely, Sam Tridente, NJ
...........................

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Eva Finley, UPMA Retired Editor

Our new Treasurer, Anita Pfiefer, 
observed the audit and is also very 
knowledgeable as to the financial op-
erations of our organization.  She hit 
the ground running at her first Exec-
utive Board Meeting on Tuesday and 
added her expertise along with Pres-
ident Mandy, Secretary Deana, Past 
President Rodney and VP Charley as 
they made plans for FY-22. 

I highly recommend that you attend 
a UPMA Retired Executive Board if 
you have the opportunity and also 
volunteer to serve your fellow mem-
bers on a committee. You will have a 
new appreciation of what your elected 
officers and other appointed positions 
and committee members do to help 
our organization become better each 
year. 

...AUDIT Sheila Scadden continued from page 3

With mixed emotions, I withdraw 
my candidacy for the position of 
National UPMA Retired Treasurer. 
I am so honored to be elected to 
the Board of Directors, Signature 
Federal Credit Union, and humbled 
for support of UPMA members in 
electing me to that seat.  Because 
the duties, responsibilities, and at-
tendance of serving as a Board 
Member overlaps those of National 
Treasurer, trying to do both does not 
do justice to either.  Therefore, I will 
focus my full attention and energy to 
the duties of Board of Directors, Sig-
nature FCU. Thank you for electing 
me to this seat; I will work hard to 
serve you well. I will also continue 
to work hard for UPMA Retired, and 
I’m anxious to jump on board with 
the visions and ideas of our new 
Executive Board and Committee Ap-
pointments!  As always, our UPMA 
Retirees are the best!  

Linda Carter
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THE START 
OF A NEW 
BEGINNING
Rosemary W. Lee 
Retired Chaplain

There’s no better 
way to begin the New 
Year other than with a 
prayer;

Most Holy, Everlasting and Eternal Father, 
we gather before you this day in prayer, cel-
ebrating your presence as we give you glory, 
praise and honor!  Thanking You for being our 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, and Prince of Peace.  We pray for your 
guidance and wisdom throughout this New 
Year; encouraging us to live in your ways and 
granting your Holy Spirit to guide and lead us 
as we grow, learn and work together.

Lord, in the midst of our various celebrations, 
we hold before you those who suffer alone - 
those who ache with pain or hunger – those 
who mourn the loss of loved ones - those who 
tremble in fear or anxiety - those who feel emp-
ty and unfulfilled - and those who feel unloved 
and unwanted. There are many, many ways 
we can show we care; first and foremost, we 
can all start by simply praying for them!

As we approach the end of 2021, let us end 
it with a thankful heart and start this year with 
New Beginnings full of promise, hope and po-
tential. As we enter 2022, we pray that your 
Light will shine upon all people and nations 
bringing us together in unity as you lead us into 
a year filled with love, joy, and peace.  Amen  

Now unto Him that is able to do exceedingly and 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, ac-
cording to the power that worketh in us, to Him 
be the glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all 
generations forever and ever. (Eph. 3:21-22)

Your UPMA 
Retired Na-
tional Board 
is a group 
of extremely 
dedicated and 
h a r d - w o r k -

ing individuals.  As the appointed 
Treasurer (for 1 year), I saw this 
firsthand, as we met to conduct the 
audit of the organization’s finances, 
develop the 2022 budget and con-
duct the board meeting.  

The audit was conducted on No-
vember 15th and all receipts, depos-
its, vouchers, and disbursements 
were accounted for and validated.  
Reconciled bank statements with 
canceled and/or voided checks and 
deposits were verified and found to 
be in order.  Charley Peters, past 
Treasurer, is to be commended on 
the detailed and accurate financial 
bookkeeping. Thank you to the au-
dit committee for their thoroughness 
in the examination of the accounts. 

The Board approved a balanced 
budget for Fiscal Year 2022, which 
started on November 1, 2021.  How-
ever, one area that is important to 
monitor will be the Dues Income.  
During the last year, membership 
declined by 496 members. The dues 
income line item is directly tied to 
our membership figures and as the 
membership declines, so does this 
income. You will see a very defined 
focus this year on retaining mem-
bers. It is up to all of us to support 
and retain members as they transi-
tion from active to retired.

I want to thank President Mandy for 
this appointment and will do my best 
to continue the high quality of finan-
cial accountability.  Also, thanks to 
Charley Peters and Rodney Boland 
for their support and guidance as I 
venture into this position. And last, 
but not least, thank you to my hus-
band, Steve, who supports me in 
every new position and project that 
comes my way.

FROM OUR TREASURER
Anita Pfiefer, UPMA Retired Treasurer

First, I want to thank President 
Mandy for selecting me as a mem-
ber of the nominating committee 
for UPMA Retirees.  I promise I will 
serve in this capacity to the best of 
my abilities.  This year have been 
an interesting yet challenging year 
with lots of possibilities. I truly be-
lieve that membership is a very im-
portant part of the success of our 
organization.  In order to be suc-
cessful and viable organization we 
all must be active in this process.  
I am appealing to all of you to rally 
around active Postmasters to help 
them in any way you can.  Retired 
Postmasters we have a wealth of 
knowledge and time to share.  How-
ever, we must remember that there 
have been many changes since we 
retired, so we must listen first and 
encourage later. 

I want to let all of you l know what 
I been doing since retirement. I 
recently started working again as 
a reading coach at Liberty Steam 
Charter School in Sumter, SC.  
Working with children have been 
the most rewarding experience that 
I have ever done.  Not only that, I 
wanted to give back to my commu-
nity, after all our children are our 
future. Although I am serving our 
children, I will be available to help 
anyway that I can.  Please con-
tact me to let know if you know a 
Postmaster that is not a member of 
UPMA so that I can contact them. 
President Edith and I have been 
visiting post offices in our area to 
help with recruiting.  I appealing to 
each of you to do the same.  God 
Bless You All and I want to wish ev-
eryone Safe and Happy Holidays.

FROM OUR NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Debra Hunter, SC Retired PM Vice-President / Nominating Committee Member

EDITH BRADSHAW
I want to thank each and everyone of you 
for the cards, prayers and phone calls I re-
ceived due to the passing of my beloved 
Harold. Please continue to keep me and 
my family in your prayers.  

Note: Cards can be sent to Edith at 895 West 
Emerald Lake Rd., Sumter SC 29153.



Page 6 In The Mailbox

KENNETH BLACK
From Steve Auffbarger

Kenneth Black, husband of Jeri-
lyn Black, PM  Retired, Wadsworth 
TX, passed away on December 19. 
Cards can be mailed to her at 101 
Cedar Vale Rd., Bay City, TX 77414.  

BRENDA COX
From Mandy Whitten

Brenda Cox, PM Retired, Arkansas, 
passed away the last of October.  
Brenda was active in our organiza-
tion until she retired and began a 
new career. Cards can be mailed to 
her son, Brad Bettis at 289 Sunshine 
Village Square, Royal, AR 71968.

LINDA TUHKANEN
From Gerri Swarm 

and Margie Jacobson
Linda Tuhkanene, PM Retired in MN, 
passed away on October 26, 2021.  
Cards may be mailed to her family 
at:  Family of Linda Tuhkanen, 7592 
Randall Road, Cotton MN 55724.

THOMAS J. MANZI
From Dave Cook, NY

It is with great sadness that we an-
nounce the passing of Thomas J. 
Manzi, PM, Sayville NY.  Cards may 
be mailed to Mary Manzi, 23 Dale 
Drive, Oakdale, NY, 11769-1805.

LINDA GRAHAM
From Marcia Shea, AK

I’m sad to say that Linda Graham of 
the Alaska Chapter lost her battle to 
cancer.  Her husband, Chuck, died a 
week before her.  Linda was active 
in NAPUS/UPMA for 30 years and 
never missed a state convention. 
She was chairman for the national 
convention in Alaska, and served 
as PAC Chairman and state editor.  
She is survived by two daughters, 
Lora and Kim. Cards may be mailed 
to the family at PO Box 11, Hope AK 
99605.

BUD GIBSON
from Ted Carrico

Bud Gibson, PM Retired, Colbran 
CO, passed way on November 
30, just a few days shy of his 90th 
birthday.  He was very active in NA-
PUS and attended many of the Na-
tional Conventions.  He was also a 
Korean War Veteran serving in the 
US Navy.  Cards can be sent to the 
Bud Gibson Family, 706 Bunker 
Street, Grand Junction CO 81506.

SYMPATHY TO THE FAMILY OF
 RICK DAMA
From Linda Fredrick, WI

The mother of Rick Dama, PM re-
tired and Editor of the WI Chapter 
the Zip Line, passed away four 
days after her 97th birthday.  His 
parents were together 73 years.  
When Rick built his home, he also 
built a level for his parents, who 
lived with Rick and his wife, Chris, 
and their family.   They still care for 
his Dad, who he has honored many 
times in the publication. Due to his 
parents’ health, Rick has not been 
able to attend a lot of the events, 
both national and state for a couple 
of years. Sympathy wishes can be 
sent to Rick Dama, N6196 County 
Road F, Sullivan WI 53178.   

SYMPATHY TO 
LINDA WILSON

From Etta Williams
Linda Wilson's son, Williams, 
passed away on November 14.  
Linda was one of the Founding 
Sisters of NETWORK 1983, former 
PM of Robbins, Clarendon Hills and 
Maywood IL.  She was also Postal 
Operations Manager, South Subur-
ban IL, MSC Manager, Kalamazoo 
MI, and retired as District Manager, 
Spokane WA. Condolences may 
be sent to Linda and to Williams’s 
wife, Denise Wilson at  8 Pendleton 
Way, Bloomington IL, 61704.

GRETA COFIELD
From:  Donna Legro

I am sad to let everyone know that Greta, 
Cofield, PM Retired of the Massachusetts 
Chapter passed away at her home in Fram-
ington, MA, on December 20. She received 
many wards and accolades in her position 
as PM, including Postmaster of the Year in 
1994. She retired after 42 years, where 19 
were Postmaster in Farmington MA. She is 
survived by 3 sons and their families.  Con-
dolences may be sent to the Cofields at 
215 Grove Street, Framington, MA 01701. 

JAMES COCKCROFT
From Steve Auffbarger

James Cockcroft, husband of Katy Cock-
croft, PM Retired of Burton Texas, passed 
away on December 20.  Cards may be sent 
to PO Box 333, Sheridan TX 77475-0333.

JUDY GORDEN
From Ted Carrico

It is with great sadness that I inform UPMA 
members of the passing of Judy Gorden, 
former associate Member Director of NA-
PUS and widow of Don Gorden, past Na-
tional Chaplin of NAPUS. Judy was a 
longtime supporter of our organization and 
worked tirelessly to improve and better the 
lives of Postmasters, associate members 
and their spouses. Cards can be sent to 
the Gorden Family at 1511 Crestview Way, 
Woodland Park, CO 80862.

CONNIE TURNER WOOD
From Mary Harrison-Jones

Connie Turner Wood, PM Retired, Woow-
ine VA, passed away October 29.  She was 
an active member of the Virginia Chap-
ter NAPUS/UPMA for over 34 years. She 
served as convention Chairman and other 
positions in the Chapter.  Condolences can 
be sent to her husband, Benny Wood, 8079 
Woolwine Highway, Woolwine VA 24185.
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SYMPATHY TO
GINGER REESE

From Eva Finley
Ginger Reese, PM Retired, Oklahoma, lost 
her mother, Margie Caldwell, who lost her 
battle to multiple health issues on November 
7. Cards may be sent to Ginger Reese at 
221 Pheasant Circle, Altus, OK 73521.

DEE TOUSIGNANT
From Dominick Spadaro

Dee Tousignant, PM Florida, has been diag-
nosed with Leukemia and received treatment.  
Dee served as Service Rep for many years 
for the Florida NAPUS Chapter. Cards may 
be sent to PO Box 815, Dunnellton FL 34430.

CAROLYN GODBEE
From Roy Shaffer

Carolyn Godbee, PM Retired, Tignall GA fell 
and broke her shoulder and pelvis. Get well 
wishes can be sent to Carolyn at 5401 Lake 
Oconee Pkwy, Greensboro GA  30642.

RICKY MILLER
By Judy Miller

Ricky Miller, husband of Judy Miller, PM Re-
tired, GA, suffered a stroke in December.  He 
was sent to Rehab and will have to learn to 
walk again but is improving each day.  Please 
pray he will regain his strength to conquer 
his ailment. God has heard every single one 
of your prayers and with God he will continue 
to heal. To help lift him up, please send cards 
of encouragement to them at 4393 Tennille 
Harrison Road, Tennille GA 31089-3311.

UPDATE ON SALLY 
ROBINSON’S FAMILY

From Sally Robinson
My daughter Cheryl is now cancer-free.  The 
chemo worked!  Kristie is now in the 2nd round 
of chemo. They wanted me to thank you for all 
the phone calls, cards and prayers, as I do. I 
believe in the power of prayer and to all who 
have survived because of that prayer ring. 

BILL TIERNEY 
FOR UPMA RETIRED 

NATIONAL TREASURER
Hi!  My name is Bill Tierney and I want to be your 
next National UPMA Retired Treasurer.  I seek this 
office because of my desire to serve my fellow 
UPMA Retirees.  As a 36-plus year veteran of the 
USPS, and a member of postmaster organizations 
since 1981, I feel what it takes to be a valuable 
member of the Executive Board and work for the 
betterment of UPMA Retired members.  

My involvement with UPMA Retirees since my re-
tirement includes serving in all positions of the Ex-
ecutive Board for Retirees in Wisconsin.  Currently, 
I have just returned to the Executive Board as one 
of the Vice Presidents.  I just completed two years 
as National Area Rep 9 and currently serve on both 

LOUISE NIX 
FOR UPMA RETIRED

NATIONAL TREASURER
In 1980 when I became an OIC in an EAS 15 of-
fice, I was told by my Postmaster/OIC Trainer I 
should join the postmaster’s organization.  Since 
she was my trainer, I did as I was told.  In 1981 
when I became a postmaster, I was told by a great 
mentor, “now that you are Postmaster, get active 
in this organization, and help someone else get promoted. “  Again, he 
was my mentor, so I did as he said, and for 38 yrs. I never looked back.  

I have worked diligently to promote our organization as having served 
on state level in many officers’ position including President 1995, 2016, 
co-President 2017.  I have served as National Vice President t 2002-2004, 
2014-2016 serving Georgia, Florida and Puerto Rico.  I have served on 
several national committees beginning in 1996, which included Chairman 
of Articles and Bylaws for both active and retired. 

I am active in my community and church serving as Chairman of Board of 
Directors for United Community Bank as well as a member of our church 
financial committee. I tell you this to say, I am proud to be running a cam-
paign for Treasurer of our National UPMA Retired Organization. 

I feel my experience as a hard worker and leader has prepared me for 
such a position as treasurer.  I sincerely ask for your support and vote 
in St. Louis.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.  
louisenix@yahoo.com 

VOTE LOUISE NIX – TREASURER IN ST. LOUIS!

So remember 
the 3 T’s
TIERNEY 

+
TREASURER 

=
TRANSPARENCY

the National Audit and Budget committees.  In addition, I have been a 
member of the National Legislative Committee.  

I look forward to seeing many of you in St. Louis at our National conven-
tion and ask for your support and VOTE.
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At our recent 
state convention, 
there were some 
questions about 
how to pack for a 
convention, and 
I will attempt to 

help you with that. On the day of arriv-
al, you will be traveling, and you want 
to be comfortable. This is where your 
travel list begins. When you arrive and 
get settled in your room, the first ac-
tivity will probably be dinner and the 
President’s reception.  This can be ca-
sual, business casual, or semi-formal 
based on what is listed in the program 
and the President’s wishes for the at-
tire. A dance could follow and some 
like to change for the dance.  However, 
it is highly recommended that you do 
not wear shorts – this is a professional 
meeting and guests could be present. 
Second day is the start of the busi-
ness meeting where business casual 

or business is always in order. Never 
wear shorts of jeans to this meeting.  
The afternoon could be free for activi-
ties and here the preference is based 
on the activity.  The evening could be 
themed activity, and if costume is de-
sired, you should plan ahead and wear 
it, but if you change for a dance, no 
shorts, please.  Third day the business 
is the same – business or business ca-
sual.  This attire should carry through 
to the afternoon training session. The 
evening function will determine your 
dress based on the activity listed. Each 
day following will be the same except 
for the last night which is traditionally 
the banquet, and dress code is usually 
semi-formal or formal. If you are un-
sure, you can also ask a friend who has 
attended in the past.  

You should also always pack the fol-
lowing: notebook, pens or pencils, um-
brella, extra folding suitcase for all the 
goodies you get, extra glasses and sun-

glasses, bathing attire if there is a pool, 
tennis shoes if the hotels are spaced, 
medicines (with prescriptions), camera 
and film if you want to take pictures, 
dollar bills to leave housekeeping tips.  
Some other items you might want to in-
clude are spot remover pads, aspirin, 
Tylenol, cough drops, sanitized hand 
lotion, bottled water and a sewing kit.  
Many items come in compact form and 
can be a lifesaver sometimes. I usu-
ally start with a notepad outline each 
day’s activities with a space beside to 
fill in clothing needed for each function, 
as well as a list of essentials, such as 
toiletries, etc.  To relieve wrinkles, I al-
ways put hang-up items in plastic dry 
cleaner bags and leave them on the 
hangers. Items can be rolled that are 
not the wrinkle type to save space. If 
you do not have a suitcase with rollers, 
this should be a must item, and many 
of them have several side pockets. 

HOW TO PACK FOR A CONVENTION
Sally Robinson, UPMA Retiree Area Rep

I am Rosa Gonzales, and I would like 
to ask for your support for National 
Secretary UPMA Retired at the Na-
tional Convention in St. Louis in 2022. 

I worked for the Postal Service for 31 
years. In 1992 I became a Postmas-
ter and immediately joined our great 
organization. Ever since I became a 
member, I have either been an offi-
cer, on a committee, or involved be-
hind the scenes. I realized right away 
I could learn so much at the meetings 
and make friendships that would last 
a lifetime. 

I started running for officer positions 
in my state Chapter of Texas to push 
myself out of my comfort zone. I soon 
realized that by doing this I was grow-
ing as a person which helped in my 
career as a Postmaster, but more im-
portantly, the consequences of doing 
this was creating a Postal family that 

means more than words can express. 

I have held the following offices within 
my Texas Chapter: Deputy Director, 
Director, First and Second Vice Pres-
ident, Two 2-year terms as President, 
and I am the newly elected Texas 
President Retired 2021-2023. 

I have served on the following commit-
tees at the state level: Audit, bylaws, 
training, P.A.C., membership, legis-
lative, scholarship, nominations, me-
morial service, hospitality room and 
anything else that needed to be done.

I served as the Texas National Vice 
President for two years.

I have been honored to serve our 
organization on committees at the 
National level. I co-chaired the Na-
tional Retired hospitality room for four 
years, and have also served on the 
bylaws, and membership committees. 

Most recently I 
served as the 
Area 11 Rep-
resentative.

I retired in 
2012 and 
have contin-
ued to stay 
active within 
our organization. The offices I have 
held and the committees I have been 
on have prepared me for National 
Secretary Retired by allowing me to 
learn the required organizational skills 
needed for the position.

I love this organization and working 
for you my extended family and want 
to continue to work for you as your 
secretary. I will see you at the UPMA 
National Convention in Saint Louis 
2022 and humbly ask for your vote for 
National Secretary UPMA Retired! 

ROSA GONZALES 
FOR UPMA RETIRED NATIONAL SECRETARY
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UNITED POSTMASTERS AND MANAGERS OF AMERICA  
2022 SCHOLARSHIP 

  

THE UNITED POSTMASTERS AND MANAGERS OF AMERICA SCHOLARSHIP FOUNDATION awards scholarships to 
qualifying students.   

1. The applicant must be the child, stepchild, grandchild or great-grandchild of an Active or Retired Postmaster or 
Manager who is a member of the UNITED POSTMASTERS AND MANAGERS OF AMERICA. 

2. Applicant must be a high school graduate and accepted as a FIRST, SECOND, THIRD OR FOURTH YEAR STUDENT 
for admission to an accredited college, university or trade school. 

3. The applicant must have a 2.5 Grade Point Average (GPA) overall including a 2.5 average for the last full year of 
high school, and must provide a transcript of their grades covering the most recent year of school. 

 

The winners will be announced at the annual national convention of The United Postmasters and Managers of America. 
The applicants who are not chosen to receive a scholarship will not be notified.  If the recipient leaves school for any 
reason except for sickness or death the money must be returned to the UPMA Scholarship Foundation. 

             

This APPLICATION and all additional pages must be received no later than JULY 15, 2022 by the Chairman of the UPMA 
Retired Scholarship Committee. Please read instructions carefully. INCOMPLETE applications will be disqualified.  Type 
or print all additional information on individual and numbered 8-1/2” x 11” sheets of paper.  Place your full name on top 
of each page submitted. 

STUDENT INFORMATION: 

1. Full name:             ______     

Address:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email:________________________________________________________Phone:      

2.  Birth Date:       

3.  Name and address of the relative who is a UPMA member: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

4.  UPMA member’s relationship to you:_____________________________________________________ 

5.  UPMA member’s state in which they are a member if different from address: ______________________ 

6.  School you plan to attend: 

Name:         

Address:                

7.  FIRST YEAR STUDENTS: Have you applied for admission? _____   Have you been accepted?_____  

Include acceptance letter with application 
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8.  Write a narrative that is not more than 500 words describing the following: 

1. Awards  
2. Community service  
3. School activities, positions or offices  
4. Paid and/or volunteer jobs  
5. Future plans  
6. Personal or financial need  
7. Scholarships or grants received  
8. Approximate annual cost of institution you are attending.  
9.  You may include any other pertinent information to assist the selecting committee in evaluating the 

applications. 
 

9. Attach your latest transcript from school.  

 School:       City:       State:      

10.  Have you received this scholarship before?     Yes    No                      What year/years? _______ 

 

                 

Signature         Date of Application  

 

PLEASE SUBMIT ALL PAPERS AND NECESSARY FORMS TO: 

Stephen Auffarber, Chairman 

876 Shoal Pointe Ln. 

League City TX 77573-6392 

 

APPLICATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER JULY 15th 

If you need clarification on any point you can either write to the above address or email at: 

Saauff23@yahoo.com 
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DEADLINE 
FOR 

INCLUSION 
IN THE NEXT 

ISSUE of 
IN THE 

MAILBOX is 
FEBRUARY 

21st. 
First-time writers 
are encouraged. 
Our paper is only 
as good as the 

information 
received, and 

we need to know 
about our retired 

members.  

Address, email 
and phone 

numbers are 
found on the 
back cover of 

this issue.  

 

Ellis Jones, age 90, 
from NC, received 

a lifetime membership

Rosa and Suzanne at SOC

I served in the US Army for 39 and a 
half years after having completed two 
years of ROTC at New Mexico State 
University in Las Cruces, New Mex-
ico.  

When I joined the US Army Reserves, I was entitled to the 
rank/grade of Pfe/E-3.  By the time I retired, was SGM/E-9 
with 6 different MOSs and 6 different identifiers. I started 
as a heavy truck driver, and I drove 18-wheel tankers that 
were used to carry fuel for vehicles, aircraft and wheeled 
vehicle tanks, half-tracks, etc. My other MOSs included 
personnel, wheeled vehicle driver tanks/half-tracks, ar-
mored personnel carriers.  As far as identifiers, I was a 
Battle Focused Trainer(B), Master Fitness Trainer(M), 
Instructor(I), Recruiter Retention®, Tanker(T), and Sap-
per(S). 

I am extremely proud of my service, and I will do almost 
anything for a fellow veteran.  I belong to AUSA (Assoc. 
US Army Veterans), VVA Vietnam Veterans Assoc., AOL 
(American Legion), VFW (Veterans of Foreign Wars, JWV 
(Jewish War Veterans of USA), and the DAV (Disabled 
American Veterans).  I completed my basic in Fort Ord, 
CA and AIT (Advanced Individual Training).  I have served 
in all 50 states including Alaska at Fort Richardson and at 
Fort Schafter in Hawaii.

AIR FORCE
Beverly Stubblefield

AIR FORCE
Leroy Henry

STEVE 
STEINBAUM

US ARMY
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