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George and Eva Finley drove those 
blankets to the Missouri Veteran’s 
Home in Mt. Vernon, MO, where we 
had committed to delivering the re-
maining blankets. On August 15 we 
arrived to meet April Cutbirth, the Di-
rector who had employees to help us 
load the blankets onto two pull carts. 
We wheeled them into the lobby 
where several veterans asked what 
we were delivering. One lady veteran 
in a wheelchair asked if we had one-
with a Navy theme.  Knowing what the 
Navy color looked like, I searched and 
found a beautiful Navy blanket.  She 
was delighted so we asked if we could 
take her photo, and with pride in her 
new blanket, she agreed.

Next a WWII veteran on a walker 
asked if we had another Navy blanket. 
Based on the Navy colors we found a 
similar one. If you see the photo of the 
stack of blankets you will realize what 
a miracle it was to locate one for both 
Navy veterans.  God bless the UPMA 
chapter that provided the Navy blan-
kets.  If you saw the joy they provided 
these two veterans you be as teary 
eyed as we were.  

I  WON’T BE IMPRESSED WITH TECHNOLOGY UNTIL I  CAN DOWNLOAD FOOD.

Wonder what ever happened to the lap-
blankets for veterans the UPMA retirees 
manufactured?
You know the ones that we were asked to 
produce and bring to the UPMA conven-
tion in 2019.  Those lap blankets that were 
created with so much love, imagination, 
uniqueness, and expense.  Me too.  So I 
asked some questions and added what I 
already knew.   
On last count there were 519 produced 
and delivered to the convention at the Mo-
hegan Sun, Uncasville, CT. We estimated 
the average cost at $20 x 519 = $10,380.  

That figure far 
exceeded any-
one’s optimistic 
estimates about 
how popular this 
project would 
generate in num-
bers.  Eva Finley, 
UPMA Retiree 

National Editor of “In the Mailbox”, drove 
with Keith Miner to the Soldiers’ Home in 
Holyoke, MA with an SUV load of approx-
imately 100 blankets. The next day, Eva 
and I drove to the same location with an 
additional 100. Why Keith and me? We 
both have been responsible for the veter-
an’s recognition program for the retirees at 
the last two national conventions.
With over 300 left to be delivered, most 
were mailed to Reno where President Jack 
Wilkins had contacted a recently opened 
veteran’s home in Reno and pledged to 
deliver some of the blankets.  How appro-
priate that our President of Retirees was 
able to present them for us.  That left an-
other SUV load to go with Eva and George 
home to Parksville, SC. Barely enough 
room left for their luggage.  You have no 
idea how much room 100 blankets take 
unless you have seen it.  

As a program by UPMA retirees to 
recognize veterans, we could not 
have thought of a more impactful 
way to honor our veterans.  Some 
of the veterans in these homes are 
lonely and forgotten by family.  I am 
not sure who thought up this great 
idea so I will take credit for it. Just 
kidding! Eva was the genius that sug-
gested the idea and it was a grand 
slam home run idea. Great job Eva! 
All 50 states participated, but without 
an actual competition, we believe the 
Texas chapter donated 58 blankets 
and is the record holder. All of you 
that donated blankets have a heart 
as big as Texas.
We want to thank all UPMA members 
that had a part in this. It was a retiree 
project, but some active postmasters 
wanted to help and we greatly appre-
ciate their enthusiasm for the sport. 
You warmed the laps and hearts of 
many veterans. The warm, apprecia-
tive reception we got at the veterans 
homes said it was all worth it.
To show what a great idea it was I 
mentioned it to my Honda Goldwing 
motorcycle riding buddies and they 
want to duplicate your efforts.  So I 
promised to provide the instructions 
for construction of the lap blankets.
Congratulations UPMA on a well-re-
ceived idea to honor veterans.  
Thank you for allowing me to be a 
part of such a magnificent method of 
veteran recognition.  It will be a chal-
lenge to top this idea in the future.  
Due to the privacy concerns, the veterans 
could not be named, but approval for release 
of the photo was obtained.  
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THANK YOU 
VETERANS! 
LOVE, NLPM, 

NAPUS 
AND UPMA

Keith Miner
UPMA Ret 

All I can say about our National Convention 
at Mohegan Sun in Connecticut is WOW!!!  
I believe a great time was had by all, a lot 
of business was transacted, and future plans 
made. I’m sure my experience mirrored that 
of many attendees and was made even more 
fun by hitting a VERY nice prize in the casino 
(LOL as the younger generation would say).
I would like to thank Presidents Dan Heins 
and Jack Wilkins for placing enormous trust 
in me as the emcee for the Veteran’s Tribute 
and the POW/MIA Table Ceremony. I great-
ly appreciate all of the veterans who partic-
ipated. I think this somber remembrance hit 
just the right chord in paying tribute to the 
veterans both present and absent. A word of 
gratitude to Eva Finley for her extraordinary 
efforts in spearheading the Veteran’s Lap 
Blanket Project. As the summer turns to fall, 
I’m sure these blankets will be a welcome 
addition to every veteran recipient’s day. The 
appreciation of the staff at the veteran’s fa-
cilities where several UPMA/UPMAR mem-
bers delivered these blankets was tangible 
and heartfelt. Eva’s foresight in choosing this 
endeavor also served to bring many UPMA 
Chapters together in a effort to honor veter-
ans. Eva, I salute you!
We are already planning next year’s Veter-
an’s Tribute. I am looking for veterans attend-
ing the National Convention in St. Louis who 
might have a wearable battle uniform from 
the following wars-Revolution, Civil, Span-
ish-American, WWI, WWII/Korea, Viet Nam, 
Persian Gulf, and Iraq/Afghanistan.  If you 
do, please email me at kminer@hvc.rr.com.
The theme of the National Convention was 
“Love” as presented at the Sunday Prayer 
Service. Aside from the saying “No greater 
love has anyone than to lay down their life for 
another,” how does this theme relate to the 
Veteran’s tribute?  Certainly, we all love and 
thank our veterans every day.
I had a very interesting comment from a vet-
eran before the presentations who stated in 
passing that “Hopefully you made sure that 
League and NAPUS members were equal-
ly represented among the participants in the 

ceremony.”  Had the individual waited for a response, I probably would 
have indignantly stated that they were all UPMA active and retired mem-
bers. However, after reflecting on the theme of love, I reached another 
conclusion.  I’m sure that every UPMA/UPMAR member who had formerly 
represented the League and/or NAPUS truly loved being a member and 
held onto the fond memories, friends and efforts that had been extended 
for both organizations. Loving something means you never forget it even 
when it is gone.  I’m sure the member who made the comment to me loves 
being a member of UPMA but still maintains their allegiance to their former 
organization. Let us all cherish our memories but not dwell on the past.  
Let’s keep UPMA moving forward. So, for me, the message was clear- 
“Thank you Veterans.  Love NLPM, NAPUS and UPMA.”
See you at the Fall Swings and next year in St. Louis!

I  WONDER HOW POLICE ON BIKES ARREST PEOPLE...”ALRIGHT, GET INTO THE BASKET”.
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Wisconsin
was the most                         

relentless UPMA             
Chapter with Bill 
and Val as their 

leaders

Tennessee 
Chapter 

delivered 4
blankets to the 
veterans at the 

James H. Quillen 
VA Medical Center 

in Mountain 
Home, TN.

Ted Sterling, NJ UPMARet President,  
Butch Belanger, both Retired Veterans, 

and  NJ Secretary Roberta Hoag

FIVE HUNDRED NINETEEN 
TOTAL TALLY: 

From Keith Miner and Eva Finley
Because of YOU, 519 American Veterans will be a little warmer this 
winter!   We would like to thank ALL who assisted with the Veteran 
Lap Blankets Project. We are humbled by your   acts   of love and 
compassion.  Whether you purchased material, donated money or 
participated in making a blanket, your contribution was awesome!  
We owe our cherished Veterans so much for the sacrifices they 
made to protect our Great country.  It is our turn to show our appre-
ciation for their service to our Country and you all were amazing! We 
know you put time and effort in producing these beautiful blankets 
and the results simply glowed with your love. Please accept our grat-
itude for exceeding our goals. You are the BEST!

TO BE OLD AND WISE, YOU MUST FIRST GO THROUGH BEING YOUNG AND STUPID.



July - August  2019 Page 5

SOMETIMES IT TAKES A GOOD FALL TO KNOW WHERE YOU REALLY STAND.

VICE PRESIDENT’S 
REPORT

Rodney Boland
UPMA Ret 

Vice President

The activities of the Vice-President for FY 
2019 are as follows:
1.  I attended the Executive Board meeting in 

January to plan for FY 2019 as required by 
our By-Laws.

2. I represented UPMA Retired at the annual 
steak-out in Florida in January.

3. I attended the Legislative Summit in Wash-
ington in January.

4. I attended state conventions in Tennes-
see, Georgia, Florida and Texas.

5. I was present on several telecons.
6. I participated with the legislative commit-

tee when needed, but congress has been 
very quiet on legislation concerning UPMA 
members both retired and active.

7. As our By-Laws state, the Vice-President 
will assist the President when needed.  
We have spoken many times concerning 
retiree business, and I would like to thank 
President Jack for including me and keep-
ing me informed on the plans and busi-
ness of UPMA Retired.

IMMEDIATE PAST 
PRESIDENT’S 

REPORT
John Olson

 UPMA Ret 
Immediate Past President

Following the convention in Reno last year, 
I attended the SOC in Houston.  I had fully 
planned to attend the Legislative Summit, but 
due to unforeseen circumstances, I could not 
be there.  We left Arizona a month later than 
we planned, due to a medical issue.  We did 
get back to Minnesota in time to attend the 
Minnesota Chapter convention. I was also 
honored to be asked by President Dan Heins 
to be a member of the National By-Laws 
committee, and we held several telecons to 
discuss the proposed amendments. The past 
two months have been very busy: we sold 
our house in Minnesota and moved out on 
July fourth.  We will be able to move into our 
new home in Fargo, North Dakota, when we 
get back there on August sixth.  This ends my 
very short report.

PRESIDENT’S 
GOALS AND 
ANSWERS 
FOR 2019 

UPMA 
RETIREES
Jack Wilkins

UPMA Ret President

1. Support Legislation that benefits 
members including Windfall Elim-
ination Provision (WEP) and Gov-
ernment Pension Offset (GPO), 
HR-756 which mandates Medicare 
Coverage, and continue to moni-
tor the President’s 2018 Proposed 
budget.

2. Be a participative member of the 
UPMA Executive Board.

3. Encourage active participation 
from members and provide needed 
support to Membership Committee.

4. Be an active team member with 
Retiree Officers.

5. Insure Positive Leadership for 
UPMA Retirees.

RESPONSES TO GOALS AND 
OBECTIVES

1. We have a very active Legislative 
Committee who continually moni-
tors legislation that could affect re-
tirees.  There is regular information 
in “THE GOLD” pertaining to HR-
141 and S-521, the WEP/GPO off-
sets.

2. I do not hesitate to voice my opin-
ions on issues relating to UPMA 
which are discussed on the active 
Executive Board.  I requested and 
received $5,000.00 toward the 
Scholarship Fund and further re-
ceived an agreement for the active 
board to pay the associated costs 
relative to getting the 501c3 des-
ignation which allows donations to 
be tax deductible. Associated costs 
were approved up to $810.00 and 
actual costs where $720.00. Dee-
na Frakes did an outstanding job in 
putting all documentation together.  

3. I made 42 appointments at the 
beginning of my term.  I put great 
effort in selecting members who 

had a willingness to assist in 
improving our organization.  
I continually support the 
efforts of our membership 
committee.  

4. I keep the UPMA Executive 
Board fully aware of any ac-
tivities that affect our mem-
bers.  At the beginning of the 
convention season, I sent 
suggested talking points to 
each of the board members 
and to each area represen-
tative.  

5. I approach issues with a 
positive attitude focusing on 
the pros and cons and ap-
propriate strategies to seek 
resolve.  

6. Last year it was requested 
for us to meet at the Legis-
lative Summit.  This year we 
did meet with 87 members 
present.

7. A major issue arose this year 
with the By-law Proposal re-
lating to removing the Asso-
ciates from the Retirees, a 
proposed loss of 2500 mem-
bers.  Dues allotments were 
also proposed to change.  I 
met with the proposer of the 
changes no less that five 
times to explain our dismay.  
I am adamantly opposed to 
such a proposal and I let 
him know he had a fight on 
his hands. We were effective 
enough that the proposed 
changes were withdrawn.  
We must always be ready 
for such a challenge.  Last 
year we voted in the option 
of block voting. This pro-
posal is an example where 
we would have used it to be 
100% against.  

8. I have thoroughly enjoyed 
serving as your president 
and I very much appreciate 
the support that you have 
given me during these two 
years.  In the end, I hope you 
can say, “Bless his heart.”  
He did his best.  
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SECRETARY’S 
REPORT

Mandy 
Helsep-Whitten
UPMA Ret Secretary

It has been an honor serving you. I 
am trying to do my best as serving 
you as secretary. All minutes of meet-
ing and teleconferences have been 
recorded.
President Jack appointed me as Ad-
visor to the Scholarship Committee 
and Deena Frakes and I have talked, 
texted and emailed a lot working on 
it.
To date I’m missing 27 states of new-
ly elected officers for 2019-2020. I 
have a form you can fill out and re-
turn to me. I give it to Ann McDorman 
to put on the Website. If you are in 
one of the states below, please con-
tact me for a form. Even if you don’t 
have a change, I need to know.  The 
states are Arkansas, Arizona, Califor-
nia, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, 
Georgia, Hawaii, Illinois, Iowa, Kan-
sas, Maryland, Missouri, Nevada, 
New Hampshire, New Jersey, New 
Mexico, North Dakota, Oklahoma, 
Pennsylvania, Puerto Rico, South 
Carolina, South Dakota, Vermont, 
West Virginia, and Wyoming.  
I want to encourage you to fill out the 
survey form about the convention.  If 
there is something you don’t like, tell 
them. Remember, this is your organi-
zation and you can be heard.
If you ever need me don’t hesitate to 
give me a hollar. Thanks, Ya’ll.  

BE DECISIVE....THE ROADS ARE FULL OF SQUIRRELS WHO COULDN’T DECIDE RIGHT OR LEFT.

TREASURER’S 
REPORT

Charley Peters
Upma Ret Treasurer

First, I would like to 
thank Mandy for the 

great job she did as Treasurer.  All re-
cords and funds were fully accounted 
for during the annual audit of Novem-
ber 1, 2018.  
I would also like to thank Mandy and 
Rodney for always being available and 
willing to help me when I had ques-
tions.  It has been a pleasure working 
with President Jack and the UPMA Re-
tired Board of Directors, and I would 
like to thank all of you for electing me 
to serve to the office of Treasurer.
The first nine months of my two year 
term have been a great learning expe-
rience and I look forward to what the 
next 15 months have to offer as I con-
tinue to serve you, the membership. 
I attended all the meetings and tele-
coms of the UPMA Retired Board of 
Directors.  All funds of UPMA Retired 
and the UPMA Scholarship foundation 
are accounted for and the Bank State-
ments as of June 30, 2019 have been 
balanced.
I had the pleasure of attending four 
state conventions: California, Wiscon-
sin, New York and Kentucky, my home 
state.  At national conventions we vis-
itef with friends we have made over the 
years, but to go to their home turf and 
work with them is a total new and re-
warding experience.  New friends were 
made and being there helps you to be-
come a part of their family, and I appre-

ciate the hospitality that each state 
extended to Anita and me.
Thanks to Deena Frakes and the 
work she did to file the paperwork 
to certify our Scholarship Program 
to a 501c3 status that now makes 
your donations to the foundation tax 
deductible.  The name of the organi-
zation was changed to UPMA Schol-
arship Foundation, Inc. and working 
with the Signature FCU, I opened a 
new account to separate the Schol-
arship funds from UPMA Retiree 
Funds. The scholarship program is 
open to all UPMA members, active 
and retired.  Send donations to me, 
payable to UPMA Scholarship Foun-
dation, Inc. 
As time and the opportunity allowed 
during my travels to state conven-
tions, I stopped at some small of-
fices to speak to the Postmaster or 
Clerk. All in all, I found the same 
problems from New York to Califor-
nia. At one small office, Anita and 
I enjoyed talking with a couple of 
customers who were extremely sup-
portive of their community post office 
and asked who they could contact to 
show their support for maintaining 
the office in their community that 
had been downgraded to a part-time 
office and now operated by a clerk 
from a nearby office. Talking to ac-
tive postmasters in their offices and 
listening to their questions and con-
cerns at meetings, makes you happy 
to be retired.
What do they call someone who 
wakes up on Monday morning with 
a smile?  RETIRED!
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...Convention continued....
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SOME DAYS I AMAZE MYSELF .... OTHER DAYS I  PUT MY KEYS IN THE FRIDGE
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THANKS KAY VAUGHN, PM RETIRED, TEXAS, 
FOR SHARING PICTURES

Janice Taylor, PM Retired, AL, reported that 404 Retirees with 73 guests attended the National Conven-
tion at the Mohegan Sun.  What a fantastic turnout!  (Let’s make it 500+ for our St. Louis Convention !) 

...Convention continued....
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WHERE DO YOU PLACE IN THE ORGANIZATION?
Shirley T. Johnson, Chaplain, PM Retired

ADVICE FOR MARRIED MEN....NEVER LAUGH AT YOUR WIFE’S CHOICE BECAUSE YOU ARE ONE OF THEM.

POSTAL REFORM
BY: WALT BORLA
PM RETIRED, UTAH

Congress went into the annual August 
recess with little action on postal reform.  
There have not been any bills filed sim-
ilar to the one filed by Senator Carver, 
to offer Postal Service relief from the re-
straints of the pre-funding of retirement 
for active and retired postal employees.  
That bill would require postal retirees to 
enroll in Medicare in order to continue 
their receiving current federal health 
insurance coverage (FEHBP).  Over 
1,000 retirees, covered by the various 
plans offered by the federal insurance 
program, strongly oppose enrollment in 
Medicare in order to keep their federal 
insurance plans.  This requirement has 
also drawn the opposition of the Feder-
al Employees’ Association, NARFE.
An excellent article in the June UPMA 
Leader by Edmund Carley, reports on 
the April 30, 2019 hearing on the Post-
al Services by the US House Oversight 
and Reform Committee.  Several wit-
nesses appeared at the hearing to of-
fer their views.  Carley noted the view 
offered by the Cato Institutes Director 
of Tax Policy Studies, Chris Edwards.
Edwards said that European postal ser-
vices face the same challenges as the 
US Postal Service, but their response 
has been to open their postal markets 

to competition postal companies.  He 
alleged the U.S. should follow suit.  
Edwards said that the USPS should 
close many of its locations, cut labor 
costs, narrow the universal service 
obligation and end cross subsidies.
Is this what we want to see happen to 
our beloved USPS?  Unless Congress 
takes some positive action in the near 
future, that is our danger.  With the 
burden of the prefunding provision 
for retiree benefits, it is estimated that 
90% of the huge deficits incurred by 
the Postal Service is the result of this 
burden.
Two resolutions introduced in the 
House and Senate, HR-993 and 
S-633, express the sense that Con-
gress should take measures to en-
sure that the USPS remains an inde-
pendent establishment of the Federal 
Government and is not subject to pri-
vatization.
In view of the situation in this day and 
age, it is noted that the Postal Ser-
vice as itis now operating will run out 
of cash in 2024 and will go bankrupt.  
One question – is this behind the rea-
sons for lack of action on postal re-
form?  Bankrupt postal service in 2024 
would see privatizers quickly take over 
the agency.  Is this what we want?  BY 
NO MEANS WHATSOEVER!

EXECUTIVE 
BOARD 

MEETING
Jack Wilkins

UPMA Ret President

I made 42 appointments selecting 
members, some of which I did not 
know, who had the desire to make 
a positive difference in our organi-
zation. I have kept our Executive 
Board informed of situations that 
arose during the year and together 
we reached conclusions.
We had a challenge with the By-
Law proposals that affected the 
removal of the Associate Members 
from the Retirees.  We readily arose 
to meet that issue head-on with a 
lot of personal telephone calls and 
a firm position to defeat the propos-
al.  The proposal was withdrawn.
A major step this year was the 
approval of 501c3 status for the 
Scholarship Fund and the receipt 
of $5,000.00 from the Active Ex-
ecutive Board.  Also achieved was 
the agreement to pay the associ-
ated costs relative to obtaining the 
status.  Up to $810 was approved;  
the actual cost was $720.00, all re-
ceived due to my persistence with 
the National Board.  We give credit 
to Deena Frakes who did an out-
standing job in putting all the infor-
mation together for the approval.

Postmasters and Managers of America.  We are a united 
group, willing and ready to assist our fellow Postmasters.  

“SHARING”
“The path of life is cluttered with obstacles;                                   

it is up to us to decide if they are                                                                                                
stumbling blocks, or stepping stones.”

“Never regret a day in your life:                                                  
good days give happiness,                                                                                         
bad days give experience,                                                        
worst days give lessons,                                                                                      

and best days give memories.”
“Hope is the power that gives a person                                        

the confidence to step out and try.”

Many of our Postmasters have been 
a part of our organizations, NAPUS/
League for many years and served in 

key positions.  Making changes can be quite beneficial 
to an individual and our organization. With our recent 
change to UPMA, it has opened the door(s) for many of 
our members to advance in other areas of opportunities.  
Since coming together as one organization, we have an 
opportunity to make training a “team” effort.  Our immedi-
ate goal should be to ready our membership with oppor-
tunities. There’s much talent in UPMA and it is my hope 
that we utilize the opportunities at our disposal.  
We never get too old to learn, nor should we feel uncom-
fortable in asking a question. UPMA stands for United 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEWLY ELECTED 
2020-2021 UPMA RETIRED OFFICERS

Rodney Boland PM RETIRED, FL
Elected as National President, UPMA Retired

James Dillard PM RETIRED, MS
Elected as National Vice President, UPMA Retired

Barbara Whidden:
With the Signature Credit 
Union elections over for 2019, 
I send my deepest apprecia-
tion and thanks to all who cast 
their vote for my re-election to 
the Credit Committee. When 
I was elected in 2016, I made 
a personal commitment that 
I would attend ALL meetings 
and telecoms of the commit-
tee during my 3 year term. 
Hurricane Irma tried to get in 
the way but we found a “hot 
spot” and with the aid of bat-
teries were able to make the 
telecom then. A family vaca-
tion tried to interfere but Lee 
Roy graciously agreed to 
postpone our leaving a cou-
ple days so I could attend a 
“face to face” meeting. And 
of course, other scheduling 
conflicts arose; however, I’m 
proud to say that I did make 
my goal! I am deeply hon-
ored to serve another term 
on the Signature Federal 
Credit Union Credit Com-
mittee and my most sincere 
thanks to my “compatriots”, 
Ruthie and Jimmy for sharing 
their knowledge and experi-
ence with me as we all work 
together so well. Again, my 
sincere thanks to each of you 
who cast your vote for me. It 
is sincerely appreciated, and 
I pledge to you my best. We 
have a great credit union that 
offers great service and rates 
to our members.

James Dillard:
VICE PRESIDENT ELECT
I want to thank everyone for the 
prayers and support that have 
provided me with this opportu-
nity to serve as your Vice Pres-
ident and UPMA Retired.  I look 
forward to working with Rod-
ney, and I am excited about 
serving the membership of our 
great organization.

Ann McDorman:
I want to thank all those who 
voted for me in the recent 
election for the Signature FCU 
Board of Directors. I take this 
responsibility seriously and 
promise my best efforts on 
your behalf. I truly appreciate 
this opportunity to work for you.   
If you are not a member of our 
great credit union, please call 
or text me. We can handle all 
your financial needs.   
Ann McDorman 
817-991-4002 | txam@live.com

Paul Edd Butler
A great big thank you to all who 
voted for me in my re-election 
to our Signature Federal Cred-
it Union.  I truly appreciate the 
confidence you placed in me 
and promise to do my best as I 
try to provide each member the 
best service available.  Thanks 
so much. 

SOC AGENDA
THURSDAY  
12:00 Noon GOLF TOURNAMENT, 
 Disney Lake Buena Vista Golf 

Course Contact Rick Pasek, 
PM Palatka (904) 945-5341

3:00-6:00 pm  Registration in hotel lobby
 Vendors in hotel lobby
 HOSPITALITY ROOM, snacks, 

drinks, conversations
6:30-8:30 pm  WELCOME DINNER AND 

STATES NIGHT – Wear Your 
Favorite Sports Team Shirt

8:30-11:00 pm HOSPITALITY ROOM 
 Snacks, drinks, conversations 
FRIDAY 
6:30-10:30 am Embassy Suites Breakfast 
 (with hotel room reservations)
7:30-9:00 am  Registration in hotel lobby
 Vendors in hotel lobby
8:00-5:00 pm  General Sessions - UPMA 
 National President Dan Heins
 TRAINING – BREAKOUTS –
 President, Vice-President, 
 Secretary/Treasurer, Editor, 
 Parliamentarian, Adverse Action 

And More!
12:00-1:30 pm LUNCH
1:00 -5:00 pm  TRAINING, BREAKOUTS
6:30 -8:30 pm DINNER AND LIVE AUCTION 

NIGHT (Please Bring Items For 
Auctions - Live & Silent)

8:30-11:00 pm HOSPITALITY ROOM 
 Snacks, drinks, conversations 
SATURDAY 
6:30-10:30 am Embassy Suites Breakfast 
 (with hotel room reservations)
7:30-9:00 am  Registration in hotel lobby
 Vendors in hotel lobby
8:00am-3:00pm General Session and more 

training
Noon-1:00 pm LUNCH
1:00-3:00 pm  Training, more breakouts
3:30-11:00 pm  HOSPITALITY ROOM 
 Snacks, drinks, conversations
Sunday
6:30-10:30 am Embassy Suites Breakfast 
 (with hotel room reservations)

Free day in Orlando!  Have Fun! 
Call KC Cunningham at (407) 756-0495 

or Nancy Grace at (813) 546-2609 
for more information.

I ’M GUESSING I BURN 1000 CALORIES EVERYTIME I TRY TO PUT A F IT TED SHEET ONTO THE BED.
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Ms. Eva! When we spoke originally about 
“What Retired Postmasters Do Now,” I 
was pleased and honored you would like 
to hear about my tasks since retirement. 
I had no idea you would print my experi-
ences in the In the Mailbox. As I read the 
March-April issue, I was taken by com-
plete surprise to see the article and pic-
ture. WOW! Could hardly wait to show my 
wife Barbara!  To say, “thank you” barely 
scratches the surface of how tickled I was 
and am still.
 Michael J. Winters, PM Retired 
 and Retired Veteran

Eva, WOW! What a pleasant surprise I re-
ceived in the mail just before V-J day, Au-
gust 14th–A most beautiful Veteran Throw 
blanket made by you. “Thank You” is not 
nearly enough to express my appreciation 
for your thoughtfulness and kindness. You 
are not only a great editor but also a great 
seamstress. For this 94-year-old WWII 
Navy Veteran to be remembered for my 
service to this Great Country of ours – is, 
and always will be, a special honor and 
privilege. Good use will be made of your 
blanket and when I use it, it will be a re-
minder of how being a member of UPMA 
Retired makes me a part of a fantastic 
postal family.  Eva, thanks again so much. 
 Sam Tridente, PM Retired, 
 and Navy Veteran, Washington, NJ

Eva, I sure appreciated the couple of 90th 
heads-up items in the March-April edi-
tion. I just received a nice letter/card from 
John Borg Eagle, Alaska!  We always had 
something to mull over.  My daughter’s 
energy brought out mail from so many ac-
quaintances from long ago.  I did a rough 
count and was edging my quay to 200 
such mail contacts.  AWESOME!
 Gerry Osborn, Ainsworth, NE

LETTERS TO EDITOR
Dear Eva,
You all collected 519 Blankets - Fan-
tastic, Congratulations! Thank you 
for remembering us old timers (90+) 
who are no longer in good health to 
attend conventions, much as we de-
sire to do so. Keep up the good work.
 Sincerely, Walt Borla

Again, you have some great stories!  
I absolutely loved reading about 
Sheila Hunter’s trip to Croatia.   The 
thrill of locating ancestors’ homes 
and the cemeteries brought up mem-
ories of my trip to Sweden in 2006, 
where I did the same.  Anyone that 
is interested in family background 
and genealogy can understand how 
emotional that experience can be.  
I’d love to travel to western Roma-
nia to the home area of my  maternal 
grandparents, but don’t see that hap-
pening anytime soon.
Your UPMA Gold item about helping 
a fellow postmaster/retiree in dis-
tress – you were meant to be there, 
right time right place. We ARE family.  
I can’t imagine the stress of having 
this happen so far from home. I hope 
the remainder of Janice’s trip home 
was uneventful! Thanks for sharing.
  Kathy Carter, Retiree Iowa

Eva!  That is the best story I’ve ever 
read. You and George are a perfect 
example of Christian UPMA mem-
bers.  We are family and do take care 
of each other.  What an inspiring sto-
ry! So thankful to both of you. You 
are the epitome of christian service. 
You are always willing to do whatev-
er it takes to help others.
 Love you,  Ann (McDorman)

Hello, Eva. I sent the lap blanket to 
your Texas address yesterday, Prior-
ity Mail and hope if finds you. I found 
your email in my Junk Mail. I’m from 
the Navajo Indian Tribe and my Dad 
was in the US Marines with the Code 
Talkers during WWII.  Thank you for 
all you do for UPMA.
 Ethelyn Stevenson, Utah

E-mail your Letters to the Editor 
or other news items 

for this publication to:
inthemailboxeditor@usa.net

You can also mail them to:
Eva Finley

PO Box 500
Graford, TX 76449-0500

OLD LICENSE 
PLATES, ANYONE?
I am looking for any old sport team 
or state license plates you may 
have laying around that you’d be 
willing to part with.  I’ll make a do-
nation to the scholarship fund for 
each one I get.  Semper Fidelis.
Roy Shaffer, PM Retired Georgia
162 Poplar Way
Winder GA 30680

RETIREE 
MEMBERSHIP 

CONTEST WINNERS
LAYTON HANSEN 

Retiree Membership Chair
Ninety-six new members joined 
UPMA Retired during the Member-
ship Contest period.  Congratula-
tions to the Chapters that won in 
the identified color groups.

BLUE
OREGON

ORANGE 
ALABAMA

YELLOW
VIRGINIA

GREEN
TENNESSEE

PURPLE
MONTANA

RED 
CONNECTICUT

I THOUGHT IT WAS THE DRYER THAT MADE MY CLOTHES SHRINK...TURNS OUT IT WAS THE REFRIGERATOR ALL ALONG.
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LIFE IS TOO SHORT FOR FAKE BUT TER, CHEESE OR PEOPLE.

The views expressed in the Retiree 
IN THE MAILBOX newsletter are those 
of the writer, and are not necessarily 

those of the USPS or of UPMA.

Robert & ArLou Edwards
The family of Robert and 

ArLou Edwards want to ac-
knowledge and announce their 
70th wedding anniversary. A 
lifetime of laughing, crying, 
loving, traveling and living 
life.

Bob and ArLou met in 
high school in Gunnison, de-
ciding to get married on June 
28, 1949. And now, 3 chil-
dren, 6 grandchildren and 
11 great-grandchildren later, 
they are still going strong. In 
celebration of their anniversa-
ry, they went on a cruise with 
family members. Throughout 
their years together, they have 
built a life and a posterity that 
have had a far-reaching im-
pact on many people locally, 
across the nation and even 
across the world. ArLou is still 
the number one fan for any 
sports events of her grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren. 
She is always there to support 
and cheer everyone on. And 
Grandpa Bob is always ready 
with hugs and treats to any and 
all that come by to visit him.

ArLou has traveled the 
world over for many many 
years, made so many friends… 
and as anyone that knows will 
tell you, she is always planning 

that next trip. She has held 
many positions of leadership 
within the church and com-
munity and as a Postmaster in 
Centerfield and then Mayfield.  
She is always the first one to 
offer a helping hand when she 
sees anyone in need. It’s very 
likely that she can still outdo 
most people at the gym. In 
her mid-70s she actually ran 
a 5K...sitting still is not in Ar-
Lou’s vocabulary.

Bob has traveled to many 
places in the world as well, and 
has spent a lifetime working 
with his hands, doing heavy 
equipment and auto repairs and 
creating beautiful wood deco-
rations. His banks in the shape 
of log cabins have always been 
a big hit, and they have the ac-
tual combination postal mail-
box doors on them.  He is an 
avid reader and gardener, and 
always has a ready smile and a 
welcome hug for family.

Please join us in wishing 
them a Happy Anniversary 
with many more to come.

Mom and Dad, Grandpa 
and Grandma, we love you 
and are so very very grateful 
for the example of service and 
perseverance that you have 
given to us.
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I’M NOT LAZY...I’M JUST IN ENERGY-SAVING MODE.

CONVENTIONS    STATE MEETINGS

Cheers 
to the 

Cornhusker 
State!

New Jersey
Thanks to all the retirees who attended our State 

Retiree Luncheon. It was a very enjoyable 
gathering and good to see new and old friends.

Thanks to 
Roberta Hoag 

for all her 
hard work 

in putting our 
luncheon 
together. 

NeBRASKA

FLORIDA
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