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We have 185 
UPMA members 
that have contact-
ed me to provide 
the stories of how 
the GPO/WEP law 

has reduced their Social Security benefits 
and negatively impacted their retirement 
income.  That is a long way from our goal.  
We want to provide at least one story 
from their own constituents to each of the 
435 Representatives and 50 Senators  
during our Legislative Summit in Sept. 
2021. These stories are poignant stories 
of hardship and put a face of the pain cre-
ated by the unintended consequences of 
these provisions of law.  At least I hope 
they are unintended, or the people that 
passed this law are heartless.   
This is the closest we have ever been 
to getting this horrible penalizing law re-
pealed.  Not trying to exaggerate, but at 
least the closest in the years I have been 
tracking our legislative progress.  This is 
at the House Ways and Means Commit-
tee level with lots of bipartisan support.  
That is huge in legislative terms.  If they 
vote to approve it goes to the floor for a 
vote.  With the bipartisan support it will 
pass easily. I don’t believe I am being 
overly optimistic.  
Recently we were asked to provide infor-
mation to the House Ways and Means 
Committee while they reviewed this 
law.  We put the word out on the Gold.  
On June 27th, I wrote an email letter 
expressing the concern of the UPMA or-
ganization how this law is discriminatory 
and should be repealed.  That letter was 
shared in the Gold and will be in an arti-
cle In the Mailbox.  I shared data of how 
many members had contacted me and 
generalizations from the stories of how 
devastating the provisions of this law are; 
especially widows and widowers.  

Several members sent me copies of the 
email messages they sent to the Ways 
and Means Committee.  I am sure that 
others responded directly to them and 
did not send me a copy.  Those stories 
are important to personalize the impact 
and share whose constituents are affect-
ed and hold the Congress Members ac-
countable for their actions or inactions on 
H.R. 82, Social Security Fairness Act.   
Some of us are very fortunate and this 
law has little impact on us.  And you may 
be in the same boat. But I encourage 
you to share your story to show support 
for other members of our organization 
that are crushed by this law.  Unless you 
have read the letters, emails, or taken 
the phone calls I have, you have no idea 
how widows and others are destroyed by 
this law.  They are denied any benefits 
from Social Security even their survivor’s 
benefits.  This leaves them with approxi-
mately one thousand dollars ($1000) per 
month total income.  Some have spent 
their entire life savings to paying for 
their spouse’s nursing home care before 
they died.  Now they are left with insuf-
ficient funds to reach the poverty level 
of income.  That is disgusting and only 
because they chose to work for the gov-
ernment. Now they are treated differently 
than other occupations.  In addition they 
have to write a check quarterly to pay for 
Medicare Plan B.  
It's not too late to provide your story con-
cerning how WEP/GPO has hurt you finan-
cially.  
Steven Vanderhoof, 
National Leg. Chair, UPMA, Retired
3261 Fox Grape Street 
Springfield, MO 65804-4973
660-886-0205
svanderhoof856@att.net

WEP/GPO DISCRIMINATION TO 
CSRS ANNUNITANTS

Steve Vanderhoof, UPMA Ret Legislative Committee Chair

Greetings to all of my UPMA friends.  Well, 
the national convention is almost upon us.  
I hope that everyone is planning on going.  I 
think that the Ohio chapter has worked hard 
and along with the national office, we have 
an enjoyable convention planned.  Howev-
er, it won't be the same if you're not there.
The retiree business meetings will be held 
on Sunday and Monday.  On Sunday we 
start at 10:30 in the Kalahari ballroom 
which is where we have Church services 
on Sunday morning.  This year we will 
elect a president and vice president.  The 
elections take place on Monday afternoon.  
Right now we have two proposed changes 
to the Retirees bylaws.  We will vote on pro-
posed changes to the national bylaws also.  
I believe that we can vote on four proposed 
changes to the national bylaws but I could 
be wrong about the number that we can 
vote on.  The proposed changes that I am 
aware of that we can vote on are changes 
4,8,9 and 10.  We will have presentations 
from some of the cities bidding for the 2023 
national convention.  We will cast our votes 
for that on Monday also
There are tours scheduled for Tuesday so 
take advantage of the opportunity to see the 
local area and sites.  At the retirees spon-
sored dance on Wednesday night there will 
be a wine tasting featuring local wineries so 
if you're a wine connoisseur you'll want to 
come by and check that out.  
After all that we went through last year as a 
result of the Covid I look forward to seeing 
as many of you as possible at the conven-
tion this year.  See you in Ohio.

HOPE TO 
SEE YOU 
IN OHIO

Rodney Boland, 
UPMA Ret National 

President

TO THOSE OF YOU WHO SENT LETTERS TO YOUR CONGRESSMEN and did NOT send 
a copy to Steve Vanderhoof or contacted him about your concern, please send him a copy of it as soon as possible.  
He is collecting all the members information and will is sending it to your state PAC chairman prior to the Legislative 
Summit.  His email is svanderhoof856@att.net, and address is Steve Vanderhoof, 3261 Fox Grape Street, Springfield 
MO 65804-4793.  Phone number is (660) 886-0205.
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I am Mike Silvestri, UPMA 
New York State Retiree 
President and Retired 
Postmaster, Bethpage, 
New York. I am a proud 
Veteran.  
There are many Veterans 
in my family.  My father 

was a World War II Veteran as was his brother, both in the 
US Army.  My mother’s four brothers were also WWII Vet-
erans – two Army, one Navy and the youngest enlisted in 
the Marines at age seventeen.  All returned home after the 
war was over.  All men were married and raised families.  
The uncle who was in the US Navy was assigned to a bat-
tleship as a gunner.  He was shelling the Beach of Terror 
while another uncle, the Marine, was landing on the beach 
during the shelling.  They all 
came home safe and four of my 
uncles were awarded the Purple 
Heart.  
Two of my high school friends 
were not so lucky.  Both were 
killed in action in Vietnam.  One 
was William Peter Nogiewich, 
who was killed January 31, 
1969, in the Dinh Tuong provi-
ence South Vietnam.  
The other was Charles Dewann 
Slaton who was killed on May 9, 
197p.  He was a gunner on a helicopter which was shot 
down in Thua Thien province Cambodia. I was inducted 
along with Charles in the army.  I consider myself and my 
family fortunate.  
As Veterans it is our duty and responsibility to honor our 
fellow veterans both living and dead.  To the valiant few, we 
owe an incalculable debt.  

MIKE 
SILVESTRI

US ARMY

SAMMIE 
REESE
US ARMY

I registered with the Se-
lective Service System 
in Georgia one month 
before my Senior Year in 
High School ended. One 
day after my final march 
across the stage to re-
ceive my diploma I went 
to New Jersey for a short 
visit. Nine months later I was still in NJ when I received a 
call from a family member in GA telling me my draft notice 
had arrived.  I went to the Selective System in Jersey City 
to tell them I been drafted in GA. The lady took all my info 
and said she would take care of it.
Three months later on a Friday I returned to GA and re-
ceived a call from my cousin in Jersey City, NJ, to tell me 
my draft notice came (in NJ)! That same Friday I went to 
the Selective System office in Greenville, GA, and told 
them I been drafted in NJ, but I was back in GA. The lady 
took my info and said she would take care of it.
Three days later on a Monday I received my third draft 
notice telling me to report on Wednesday (same week) to 
Ponce De Leon Avenue in Decatur, GA, for a physical and 
to be inducted into the U S ARMY.
After my swearing in, I was bused to Ft. Benning in GA, 
for paperwork, a new hair cut, new cloths and boots. After 
two days at Ft. Benning I was flown to Ft. Riley in Kansas 
for Basic and AIT Training. The hardest thing about Basic 
Training were those boots. I had never worn boots before. 
From the 5th grade until I was drafted my choice for my 
feet were Converse All Stars High Tops and Low Cuts. 
Those boots felt like ten pounds each.
After completing my training I was selected  for one of 
the 9th Division G-2 LRRP Teams.  A team consisted of 
three to five members who conducted reconnaissance 
missions lasting from 3 to 5 days. While the 9th Division 
was traveling to South Viet Nam by ship I was training at 
the JOTC School in the Panama Canal.
After arriving at Camp Bear Cat in Viet Nam I received 
additional training in Da Nang with other American LRRP 
Units, ROK Blue Dragons and a LRRP Unit from the Aus-
tralian Army. We had to learn to travel light, move fast, be 
quiet and not seen while gathering information.
After returning to Ft. Benning I was a member of a unit 
that trained Army Rangers, part of a Life Magazine article 
and in the John Wayne movie "The Green Beret" that was 
filmed in Ft. Benning.
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CHARLES R. 
PETERS 

(CHARLEY) 
CANDIDATE FOR 
UPMA RETIRED 

NATIONAL 
VICE PRESIDENT

I announced my candidacy for UPMA Retired National Retired Vice 
President on August 3, 2020, to be elected during the 2021 UPMA 
National Convention in Sandusky, Ohio, for 2021 – 2023.  At the 
Ohio National Convention it will have been 2 years since we gath-
ered together with membership from all 50 states and Puerto Rico 
to work on UPMA Retiree business and to visit with all our friends.  
The purpose of this Organization is to promote, assist and instruct 
retired Postmasters and Managers in all areas of personal and re-
lated items of interest or concern and to work cooperatively in the 
advancement of UPMA aims and goals.  After 2 years of absence, 
it’s time to come together, united, and work together to move this or-
ganization forward as a strong and viable voice for our membership.
I attended my first Postmaster Organization meeting in February of 
1979, soon after my first Postmaster appointment on December 2, 
1978.  My first KY State Convention was in June 1979, and due to a 
scheduling conflict, I missed my first KY State Convention this past 
year due to date changes made because of COVID, and a previ-
ous commitment to attend the SOC in Georgia.  After attending my 
first National Convention in 1982, and then attending a Legislative/
Leadership Conference in D.C., I then became actively working in 
the Organization.  I served the KY Chapter as President (Active and 
Retired), Editor, Vice President (Active & Retired), District Director, 
various committees, and Scholarship Committee while active and 
retired.  I did not serve the KY Chapter as Secretary/Treasurer.  At 
the National level as an active Postmaster, I served on the Gazette 
Editorial Board, then served as Gazette Editor, and Co-Chair for 
Membership.  As a Retiree on the National level, I currently serve as 
UPMA National Treasurer.  I have also served as Retiree Co-Chair 
for Hospitality and Recording Secretary.
I have been active in my local community having served as a City 
Councilman, City Utility Commission Board, Chamber of Commerce 
President, Treasurer and Executive Assistant.  Also as Christmas 
Parade Chairman for several years and Property Evaluation Review 
Committee.  I am active in my Church as Trustee, Finance Commit-
tee and have served on the Audio/Video Team for the past 28 years.  
I have a BBA degree from Eastern Kentucky University and am a 
U.S. Army Veteran. 
I could say that I was born into the US Postal Service because both 
my Dad and Mom were Postmasters and both were members of 
NAPUS.  I was employed as a clerk in 1974, and then as Postmas-
ter in 1979, and having learned from Dad and Mom that service to 
our community is what it is all about, I have continued in that frame 
of mind and commitment. UPMA is my community and I wish to con-
tinue to serve you as your National UPMA Retired Vice President. 
I will appreciate your vote to elect me as your National UPMA Vice 
President at the National Convention in Sandusky Ohio, to serve for 
the years 2021 – 2023.  Thank you for your support

JAMES 
DILLARD
CANDIDATE 
FOR UPMA 
NATIONAL 

PRESIDENT 
RETIRED

Listed below is my agenda for the future of 
UPMA! 
Why Should You Vote for Me!
LEADERSHIP: I will be a strong advocate for 
Retired Postmasters and Managers on the Execu-
tive Board and at the National Convention as your 
UPMA National Retiree President.
TRANSPARENCY: To promote transparency and 
accountability, all members will be invited to attend 
all scheduled executive board meetings. My agen-
da will allocate time for the members to address the 
board.   
MEMBERSHIP: Is declining at an alarming rate 
and this will be a major focal point as your represen-
tative. I will appoint a committee to introduce new 
technology along with creative thinking to increase 
membership. Working together with Chapter Presi-
dents will help bring in new retirees. Membership is 
the lifeblood of the organization.
FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY: I will explore ways to 
reduce the budget and pass those savings on to the 
Retirees.
MILITARY SERVICE: I volunteered to serve in the 
United States Marine Corp and served a Tour of 
Duty in Vietnam.  My military background will enable 
me to make critical decisions that will strengthen the 
entire organization.
EXPERIENCE: My membership with UPMA start-
ed long before NAPUS/League merger. Enrolled as 
an active member in 1986 and served as the Ser-
geant-at-Arms in the Mississippi Chapter. Served 
two terms as Mississippi Chapter Retiree Vice 
President. One of the most unforgettable moment 
in my postal career occurred when my fellow Post-
masters selected me as Postmaster of the year in 
2014. My first National Convention was in 1999 and 
I am proud to have attended 21 consecutive Nation-
al Conventions before the Covid-19 pandemic. I am 
honored to have served as National Chair/Co-Chair, 
Sergeant-at Arms National for 19 uninterrupted 
years. I am currently serving my 2nd term as your 
National Vice-President of UPMA Retirees and I am 
prepared to serve as your next President.
If you cannot find it in your heart to vote for me, I ask 
that you Pray for me and each other.
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MANDY HESLEP-WHITTEN
CANDIDATE FOR 

UPMA NATIONAL PRESIDENT RETIRED
Wow what a year we have had! The hurricanes, the wildfires, Covid-19 and lack of 
UPMA Conventions.  Times have really been different but we have all adapted to 
change by wearing mask, keeping our hands clean, and social distancing.
I am proud to be part of this wonderful organization. It has been part of my life since 
I was about 10 years old traveling with my Postmaster Dad.  As soon as I joined the 
organization I got involved and have stayed active. The organization has given me 
a second family and I try to meet someone new at each meeting. I share ideas on 

how to make us better and stronger as Retirees, as well as share all the things that I have learned along the 
way.  I am so grateful for the mentors that have helped me and instilled the enthusiasm of being a leader. 
Most of you know I have served as your UPMA Retired National Treasurer and now UPMA Retired National 
Secretary.  I have served every office in my state of Mississippi except for editor. I am running a campaign 
to become your next UPMA Retired National President. I would appreciate your support and vote in the 
August 2021 election to be held at the National Convention in Ohio. 

Hello! I am Linda Carter and I am a candidate 
for the Board of Directors,Signature Federal 
Credit Union. I ask for your vote!

I retired from the USPS in 2010 after 28 years. For 26 of those years, I served as Post-
master in six EAS Levels, retiring as EAS-21 Postmaster. During those years, I served two 
Details to USPS Headquarters, two Details to GSO District POOM, numerous Details to 
the District Office and several OIC assignments. I retired from Oxford NC, EAS 21.
In the Postmasters Organization, I served most active chapter positions, then two terms 
as Chapter Retiree President, was three-time recipient of the NC Postmaster of the Year 
Award, and the Retiree of the Year Award. I served the national organization as Area 
Vice President, National Co-membership chairperson, and National PAC Chair. I currently 
serve UPMA Retired as National E-Mail Coordinator and National Auditor.
In my community and church, I did the “MOM” things when boys were in school (PTA 
President, Boy Scout Leader, Tee-Ball & Little League sponsor/coach). Served as presi-
dent of most community & civic organizations, and received numerous awards. Born and 
raised Baptist, switched to Methodist upon marriage. Have served in most church posi-
tions, and have been church treasurer since 1980.
Harry and I have been married 57 years. We have two sons, one daughter-in-law, and 
two granddaughters.
Integrity, leadership, accountability, responsibility, and communication are all an integral 
part of my daily life. Now that the time is right, I look forward to serving the members of 
Signature Federal Credit Union. I hope you will vote for me.
Ballots will be in the mail in July. You may vote by mail or on-line. Results will be an-
nounced in August at Signature FCU Annual Meeting in Sandusky, Ohio. I ask for your 
vote. Thank You.

LINDA CARTER
CANDIDATE FOR

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
SIGNATURE FEDERAL 

CREDIT UNION

 

CHARITY 
SELECTED TO 
SUPPORT AT 

NATIONAL
INFO FROM GERRI SWARM

The UPMA Ohio Chapter has 
chosen 4 Paws for Ability to 
support at this year’s National 
Convention at the Kalahari 
Resort in Sandusky, Ohio.  4 
Paws for Ability is a nonprofit 
501©(3) organization whose 
mission is to place quality 
service dogs with children 
with disabilities and veterans 
who have lost use of limbs or 
hearing and educate the public 
regarding use of service dogs 
in public places.  They will be 
attending the convention at 
Kalahari, speaking at both the 
Church Service on Sunday and 
the General Session on Monday, 
along with hosting an exhibit 
table and accepting donations 
for their worthy cause.   
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Active and Retiree boards being sworn in by Dan Heins. From left to right: Agnes Elam, Bill Gleason, Danny Estrict, 
Wayne Orshak, Roberta Hoag, Frank Erm, Tim Hunt, Darlene McNamee, Bernadette Puodziunas, Emad Attaalla & Dan Heins

Awards were given by the UPMA chapter board to retirees that have 
given throughout the years. (Pictured left to right: President Dan Heins, 

Agnes Elam, Ted Sterling, Jim Fusco, Roberta Hoag, Wayne Orshak, 
and Emad Attaalla. Dan and Emad presented the awards.

NEW JERSEY RETIREES

Newly elected Retiree Board. Left to right: 
Roberta Hoag, Wayne Orsak, 

Frank Erm, and Tim Hunt (President)

TWO OLD FRIENDS 
FROM ALABAMA

SYLVIA BROWN AND 
DIANE DOMBROSKI 
(OUR QUILT MAKER)

STEVE STAPLES AT A REUNION OF HIS BATTALION FROM VIETNAM 
Below are members of the 670th 

Transportation Company, 
124 Transportation Battalion, 

Cam Ranh Bay, Vietnam 1969-1970.  

Above and below are Steve and Dennis 
Hoffsteder of Wisconsin in photos taken over 
50 years apart.  They had no contact between 

December of 1969 and the reunion.
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QUILTS OF HONOR RECIPIENT
 JAMIE CHACON, US NAVY

QUILT OF HONOR RECIPIENT
CHARLES STOKKES 

US AIR FORCE, 1950-1953  
PM RETIRED, WISCONSIN

LARRY TOMLINSON WAS PRESENTED HIS QUILT OF HONOR 
BY THE BLANKET TO LARRY WAS PRESENTED BY 
RODNEY BOLAND, NATIONAL RETIREE PRESIDENT 

AND TEXAS CHAPTER STEVE AUFFABER

HELEN BAUER'S QUILT OF HONOR WAS PRESENTED 
BY NATIONAL SECRETARY-TREASURER JIM MEYER 
AND NATIONAL RETIREE LEGISLATIVE CHAIRMAN, 
STEVE VANDERHOOF.  HELEN'S FRIEND, RETIREE 

MARY STUAB, RECEIVED IT ON HER BEHALF. 

The 5th Annual Missouri State Convention was 
a great success. Guest speakers included National 

UPMA President Dan Heins and 
Gateway District Manager Pam Dunaway.

Great training on scanning by Jon Bell, 
Operations Programs Specialist, HERO Training 

by  Pania Heimuli, NW Reg. Learning, Dev. 
& Diversity, and Adverse Action training 
by John Sertich, National UPMA Adverse 

Action Program Advisor.

MISSOURI RETIREES
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THE 2021LEGISLATIVE SUMMIT is fast approaching. Dates are September 26-29.
The registration fee of $40.00 has been extended to September 1 or you can sign up at the national convention.   Price at 
the Hyatt Regency Crystal City in Arlington is $179.  Address is 2799 Richmond Highway, Arlington VA 22202; phone num-
ber is 800-233-1234; and Group Code in PST1.  
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DALE SLATER
from Marlys Timm

Dale Slater, PM Retired, Sacred Heart, 
MN, passed away in July. He was a 
Veteran of the US Air Force and  then 
served to USPS for 31 years.

DAN BOSSE
By Janice Bosse, wife

Dan passed away from complications 
of Parkinson’s on April 18. NAPUS was a 
big part of Dan’s life, and he especially 
enjoyed his time as Western Editor. 
Cards may be mailed to 1223 South 
Lynn Street, Moscow, ID 83843-3910.

DAVID LOVETT
By Judy Miller, PM, Retired GA

David Lovett, PM Retired, Albany 
GA, passed away May 27. Most will 
remember Dave as serving on the 
National Sergeant of Arms Committee 
for many years.  Please continue to 
pray for Dave’s family in the weeks to 
come.  Condolences may be mailed 
to 2102 Evergreen Drive, Albany, GA 
31721.

Hon. Eva Finley, 
Imagine the surprise and gratitude I realized upon 

opening the package delivered recently by the USPS and finding the ‘Quilt  
for Honor’. The quilt made by Diane Dombroski and selected by you to be 
presented to me as a Veteran of the Armed Forces.  I am proud to have 
served my country and fellow citizens in the United States Air Force from 
July 1950 through September 1953.  This was the time of the Korean War. 
I then served 30 years in the Postal Service and the last 22 years as a 
Postmaster in Wisconsin. I am enjoying the quilt especially here in Wiscon-
sin and savoring all the memories it brings back.  Having been selected to 
receive such an invaluable gift is really hard for me to comprehend.  I am 
grateful to Diane for the talent she is using to sew such gifts and to you, 
Eva, for selecting me as one of the recipients. 
Sincerely, Chuck Stokke (US Air Force)

JACK HOBSON
from Brenda Cox, PM Retired, AR

Jack Hobson, PM Retired, Arkansas, passed 
away in June. He served the AR Chapter in 
many positions and will be greatly missed. He 
was Postmaster at Rison and New Edinburg, 
AR. After retirement he was appointed as 
Cleveland County Treasurer. 

SISTER OF 
WARREN HARDEN

By Rodney Boland
Louise K. McCauley, sister of Warren Harden, 
PM Retired, Sopchoppy FL, passed away on 
Saturday, May 29th.  Condolences to Warren 
at P O Box 114, Sopchoppy FL 32358.

HUSBAND OF 
PHYLLIS HILL

from Rosa Gonzales, PM Retired Texas
Glendon Hill, husband of Phyllis Hill, PM 
Retired, Part Lavaca TX, passed away in May. 
If you would like to send Phyllis a card of 
sympathy or encouragement, please send to 
120 Larimore Street, Victoria TX 77904.

SISTER OF
CHARLIE ARNETTE

from Charlie Arnette
Joyce Parnell, sister of Charlie Arnette, PM 
Retired, AZ, passed away in June following a 
brief illness.  Condolences to Charlie at 5832 
West Granada Road, Phoenix, AZ 85035-4930.

WIFE OF
TONY MIGNONE

From Dave Cook 
and Ralph Veigleman

Tony Mignone, PM Retired, Massa-
pequa Park, NY, lost his wife in July.  
He hasn't attended meetings for a 
while due to his caring for her needs.  
Please sent cards of condolences to 
Tony and his family at 12 Harmony 
Drive, Massapequa Park NY 11762.

SON OF 
KAREN MUYSKENS

from Gerri Swarm
Karen, Muyskens, PM Retired, Floss-
moor, IL, lost her only child, her son 
Jeffrey, in December 2020 after a long 
illness.  Her home address is 1102 
185th Place, Homewood, IL 60430.

CECILIA STREIT
from Deanna Wilson

Cecilia Streit, PM Retired, Kansas, 
passed away on July 6. Cecilia started 
working for the USPS after her children 
were grown. She started as a mail 
sorter in Salina, and then took the 
task of PM at Lebanon, KS and later 
in Cawker City KS. She retired in 2008. 
For photo and more information, 
mcdonaldrobertsfuneralservice.com/
obituary/cecilia-streit

Eva, You never cease to amaze me.  Thank you 
and Diane Dombrowski so much for this beautiful 
quilt.  It is truly an honor to receive such a gift.  I will 
use it and treasure it forever.
Love, Jamie Chacon (US Navy)

sHi, Eva!
Such an honor to be presented the beautiful veter-
ans quilt at our Texas State Convention.  Editor is 
a time-consuming business and your skills putting 
all the puzzle parts together is wonderfully accom-
plished.
Enjoying retirement, 
Larry Tomlinson (US Marines)
90

Editor's Note:  Also receiving Quilts for Honor were 
Jesse Shanks, Maryland, US Army, and Helen Bau-
er, Texas, US Army.  Photos of some of these can 
be found on page 7.

Editor Eva is requesting all members SEND IN ARTICLES for THE LEADER and IN THE MAILBOX for publication. 
First-time writers are welcomed. Our paper is only as good as the information received, and there are many of you who 
can participate.  We also need to know about our retired members and please help us get this information.  Address, email 
and phone numbers are found on the back cover of this issue.  
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HIGHLIGHTS 
FROM               

EXECUTIVE 
BOARD 

MEETING
Mandy Whitten, 

UPMA Ret 
Membership Chair

Your National Retiree Executive Board 
held a meeting on Thursday May 13, 
2021 at the Cotton House Hotel in Cleve-
land Mississippi.  Those attending were 
President Rodney Boland, Vice-President 
James Dillard, Treasurer Charley Peters, 
Past President Jack Wilkins, and myself 
Mandy Heslep-Whitten, Secretary.  Area 
13 Representative Bill Taylor and Retired 
Postmaster Janiece Taylor were attending 
guest.
Things discussed were the National Con-
vention in Sandusky Ohio 2021. As of May 
13th, we have 339 Retirees and guest reg-
istered. Hopefully we will have more before 
August.  Remember registration will not go 
up until June 15th so if you know some-
one that is interested in attending now is 

the time to register.  Our general session 
on Sunday and Monday will be held in the 
Kilimanjaro Ballroom.  The hospitality room 
will be on the ground floor and a tent will be 
set up for the overflow. Wednesday is the 
Retiree Luncheon and the Ohio Chapter 
wine tasting.  Wednesday evening Retiree 
dance from 7:30 to 10:30.  
We also discussed membership and how 
important it is to our organization to sur-
vive. We have about 8200 retiree mem-
bers.  Have you signed anyone up? Have 
you given them the benefits that we have 
to offer? Let me list a few: 
1. UPMA MEMBER UNITY: UPMA mem-

bership numbers can speak volumes 
when we face USPS headquarters and 
Congress.  Of course, if you can’t at-
tend meeting, you may still write or call 
me.

2. FRIENDSHIP/FELLOWSHIP: UPMA 
activities and publications are the life-
line for nurturing long-time friendship.  
Retirees are the foundations of our 
organization our wisdom, experience, 
and expertise, is vital to our future.

3. PUBLICATIONS: You will receive not 
only your state publication but also IN 

THE MAILBOX which is published ev-
ery other month for retirees.  You may 
receive UPMA GOLD which will come 
to your email very important informa-
tion that needs to be received immedi-
ately.

4. SCHOLARSHIP: We have a scholar-
ship fund for any child or grandchild of 
a member.  Students can apply when 
they are senior in high school, in col-
lege, or trade school.  They may apply 
more than once.

5. PAC: We strongly encourage you to 
meet your Congressional Represen-
tative and attend their town hall meet-
ings.  Your contributions are critical as 
we face unknown challenges in today’s 
world.

Membership:  It’s easy, you can sign up 
online, www.unitedpma.org/membership.  
Remember you must have your CSA num-
ber. So please go out there and sign up a 
new member or an ole retiree. 
NOTE:  After your state convention please 
send me a list of your new officers. Even if 
they stay the same, I would like to know. 
Thank you so much for your help.

DON HAGEN
From Margie Jacobson, 

MN Chapter Retirees President
Don Hagen, PM Kasota, MN, was hospitalized 
with bronchitis and COVID.  He was moved to 
the ICU unit at the Mayo Clinic in Mankato.  
Cards of cheer may be mailed to him at 304 
Connie Lane. Eagle Lake MN 56024-9609.

SALLY ROBINSON’S 
DAUGHTER
From: Sally Robinson

Cheryl Peters, daughter of Sally Robinson, 
got her first chemo and is doing OK.  After 
chemo treatments, she progresses to 20 
radiation treatments. Thank you everyone 
for the encouraging cards she has received 
and for all your continued prayers.  She looks 
forward to her mail and I thank you on her 
behalf.  I encourage all ladies to never, ever 
miss a mammogram. That is how they found 
her cancer. Cards may be mailed to Cheryl at 
2058 Oak Drive, Ford City PA 16226.

HILDE KOCH
By Dave Cook, PM Retired NY

Hilde contacted me that she had 
suffered a heart attack and was 
recovering from that along with 
other complications.  She has been 
diagnosed with cancer. Please keep 
Hilde in your thoughts and prayers.  
Her home address is 33 Fairway 
Avenue, Liberty NY 12754.

BILL SCHAEFER
From Roberta Hoag, PM Retired, NJ

William E. Schaefer, PM Retired, 
Cranford NJ is in a care facility and 
as a failing memory, but he enjoys 
getting cards.  Bill is 84 and retired 
in 1992.  He is a longtime NJ NAPUS/
UPMA member, former NJ PM Retired 
Treasurer.  Please send a car to William 
E. Schaefer, 2411 Route 563, Green 
Bank NJ 08215.

RITA VANCE
Rita Vance, PM Retired, Kentucky, 
has recently been hospitalized and 
is experiencing some severe health 
issues. Cards would be appreciated. 
Rita's address is 1060 Kiawah, Drive, 
Lexington, KY 70515-1195.

RONNIE 
DAUTERIVE

By Dale Goff
Ronnie is continuing physical 
therapy and is working hard to 
improve each day.  He has a long 
road ahead but is striving to improve 
every day.  Continued prayers and 
well wishes are what he presently 
needs from our UPMA friends and 
also prayers for his wife Janet and 
his family.  Even if you have sent him 
a card, please continue to send him 
cards of cheer, encouragement and 
good wishes.  Every card is an extra 
Rah! Rah! Rah1 for the Team!!! His 
address is 13223 Dutchtown Lakes 
Drive, Geisman LA 70734.

PRAYERS FOR 
KEITH MINER

From David Cook
Keith Minor, New York Retiree 
President, had knee surgery on July 
15th.  He is recovering at his home 
and is doing well.  Please send a 
card to Keith Miner, 101 Highwoods 
Road, Saugerties NY 12477-3420.  
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Please complete one form per registrant. Photocopy the form for additional registrations.

First Name:________________________________  Last Name:______________________________________

Aug. 14-20, 2021
Official Registration Form

Hotel Reservation
UPMA has a special rate at the con-
vention hotel beginning Sept. 15,
2020. You must call the hotel 
directly to make a reservation. The
National Office will not handle room
reservations. To make a reserva-
tion, you must make a deposit to
the hotel in the amount of your
first night’s lodging; this deposit
is non-refundable after July 8,
2021. All room cancellations must
be made directly with the hotel. To
secure the special UPMA rate, you
must identify yourself as part of the
UPMA convention. The rate is avail-
able only until July 8, 2021, or all
rooms in the block are sold,
whichever comes first. The group
rate is available five days pre- 
and post convention based on
availability.

Kalahari Resorts & Conventions
1-877-525-2427
$164—single/double/triple/quad

Be sure to request the 
UPMA group rate.

Convention Registration (only one person per form):

Please circle the 8/15/20- 3/1/21- After
appropriate fee: 2/28/21 6/15/21 6/15/21

Postmaster/Manager/Supervisor/
Associate/OIC/EAS Professional $195 $245 $270

Daily registration is available at $65/day until June 15; $75/day after
that date. Check all that apply:
❏ Sat ❏ Sun ❏ Mon ❏ Wed ❏ Thurs

First-Timer*—Active and Retired $95 $95 $95

UPMA Retired or Guest† $171.25 $208.75 $227.50

(UPMA Retired Luncheon included)

Auxiliary/Spouse/ 
Postmaster Guest $142.50 $180 198.75

(Does NOT include UPMA Retired Luncheon)

Children (17 and under) $80; includes child’s meal at the Grand Banquet.

*First-timers must pay their registration fee in advance using this form; 
online registration not available. After attending the convention, they must
submit a form to the National Office to be reimbursed.
†UPMA Retired member may have one guest (not an active member) regis-
ter for the same price.
Grand Banquet: Aug. 19, 2021

Payment Information
Convention Fee: $________________
_____ Additional tickets for UPMA 
Retired Luncheon @ $25 each $________________

Total Payment: $________________
❏ Check payable to UPMA

❏ Visa/MasterCard 

Card number_____________________________________________

Card security code:_____________    Expiration date:______________
(3- or 4-digit code 
imprinted on card)

Signature:_______________________________________________

Mail with full payment to UPMA National Convention 
Registration, 8 Herbert St., Alexandria, VA 22305-2600.

Registration Cancellation 
Refund Policy
Requests for cancellation refunds must
be made in writing to the UPMA National
Office. Requests must be postmarked by
June 1, 2021; no refunds after that date.
All refunds are subject to a $30 handling
fee.
Registrations are non-transferable.

Questions? 
Call 703-683-9027

First Name (for your badge):_________________________________

Post Office You Represent   City: ___________________________________  State:__________

Your Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________

City:_________________________________  State:______  ZIP+4_____________________

Cell Phone:________________________________________

E-mail:____________________________________________

5th UPMA National Convention5th UPMA National Convention

Registration also available at www.unitedpma.org

Title: 

❏ Postmaster/OIC

❏ Supervisor

❏ Manager

❏ EAS Professional

❏ Associate

❏ UPMA Retired

❏ Spouse

❏ Guest

Active First-Timer?
❏ Yes    ❏ No
UPMA Retired First-Timer?
❏ Yes    ❏ No
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Eileen Jenkins 
displays the quilt that 
she made to be raffled 

for the Scholarship Raffle 
at the upcoming
UPMA National 
Convention in 

Sandusky, Ohio.
Hope to see you there!


