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Interested in sharing your talents with our UPMA Members?  Take a photo or 
find one of your favorites that you have taken that you think just might be a 
winner!  You can submit it for the 2022 UPMA Calendar!  

    These are the rules:
     1)   You must be a UPMA member
      2)   Submit no more than two entries per member
     3)   The photo must be on hi-resolution, horizontal jpegs
     4)   The photo files cannot be digitally manipulated
     5)   Files edited in Photoshop or other software will not be accepted.

2022 CALENDAR PHOTO CONTEST Deadline for receipt 
of your photos is 

JUNE 1 
(Please note the 
earlier deadline). 

Send your photos to 
kbalentyoung@gmail.com.  

Be sure to include your 
name, Post Office from 
which you retired and 
contact information

SPOTLIGHT ON 
STEVE VANDERHOOF
UPMA Ret Legislative  Committee Chair

During this #NationalVolunteerWeek, the Missouri 
ESGR Committee would like to thank all of our amazing 
and dedicated Volunteers who make this organization 
successful!
**Leadership Spotlight Today: Area 4 Chair and Om-
budsman, Steve Vanderhoof. He is a retired Colonel 
with the Missouri National Guard and retired Postmaster 

with the U.S. Postal Service. Steve is also a former full-time Employer Support of the 
Guard and Reserve Support Technician for our state.
Steve officially joined our committee in April 2004 (17 years ago!) as the Area 4 Chair 
(18 counties in SW Missouri), and became a certified Ombudsman in Aug 2006. Since 
then, he has over 1,270 hours of Volunteer time through Employer Outreach, Military 
Outreach, Ombudsman assistance, and Training/Operations.
He is also the recipient of the ESGR Seven Seals Award, the ESGR Outstanding 
Performance Award, ESGR 15yr Service Pin, and the highly prestigious James M. 
Roche “Spirit of Volun-
teerism” Award (recipi-
ents are nominated by 
their Committee Chair 
for exceptional contribu-
tions to ESGR’s mission 
over a sustained period 
of time.)
Steve is an avid golfer, 
so if you are trying to 
find him, be sure to look 
around your local golf 
courses!
Again, our sincere 
thanks and gratitude to 
Mr. Steve Vanderhoof. 
We are truly honored to 
have you here as part of 
our ESGR “family”!
ESGR, a U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) program, seeks to foster a culture in 
which all employers support and value the employment and military service of mem-
bers of the National Guard and Reserve in the United States. ESGR develops and 
promotes supportive work environments for Service members in the Reserve Com-
ponents through outreach, recognition, and educational opportunities that increase 
awareness of applicable laws. It also provides assistance in resolving conflicts be-
tween Service members and their employers. 
To learn more about ESGR, part of the Defense Personnel and Family Support Cen-
ter, visit https://ESGR.mil.
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Dawn A. Tisdale joined the US Navy in 
Feb. 1962. He attended boot camp in San 
Diego, California. During his time in boot 
camp he became a member of the Drum 
and Bugle Corp # 4006.
After graduating from boot camp he at-
tended Radarman class A school at Trea-
sure Island, California. Treasure Island 
was in the middle of San Francisco Bay. 
About halfway between Oakland and San 
Francisco.
After leaving the Bay area, Mr. Tisdale 
was shipped across country to Norfolk, 
Virginia. There he was assigned to the 
USS William V. Pratt (DLG-13), a guided 
missile frigate, where he specialized in 

Electronic Countermeasures.
The rest of his Naval career was spent 
aboard ship, with time in the Second 
Fleet( North Atlantic), Fourth Fleet (Carib-
bean Sea) and the Sixth Fleet(Mediterra-
nean Sea).
Upon completion 
of his tour of duty, 
Mr. Tisdale re-
turned to Texas in 
1966 and began 
working for the US 
Postal Service. Af-
ter serving in var-
ious positions, he 
retired as a Post-
master in 2000.
Another oppor-
tunity to serve 
arose in 2002. 
After a 2 year 
vetting process 
Mr. Tisdale was 
nominated by the 

President and confirmed by the 
Senate to be a Commissioner 
on the Postal Rate Commis-
sion in 2004.  He was elected 
Vice-Chair of the Commission 
in 2005. Starting in 2006, he 
helped to turn the Rate Com-
mission into the Postal Regula-
tory Commission.
Mr. Tisdale retired, for good, 
at the end of 2007. He lives in 
his hometown of Austin, Texas 
with his wife Vanessa.

I don’t 
h a v e 
a n y 
wartime 
s tor ies 
to tell 
as I was 
f o r t u -
nate to 

serve my thirty months in the navy 
away from actual combat.
I was attending college when I 
signed up for the navy’s officer train-
ing program.  I was called up for 
duty in 1943.  I was sent to Central 
Missouri State in Warrensburg, Mis-
souri for my initial training.  I was ac-
cepted into the Navy Supply Corps.  
I was sent to Harvard University for 
their yearly program. 
I received my commission as an en-

sign and was assigned to a supply 
ship, the USS Alkes.  I would be the 
disbursing officer, as well as assis-
tant supply officer.  I went to San 
Francisco and prepared to catch 
a ship to go out to board the Alkes 
somewhere in the Pacific Ocean.  
However, word came that the Al-
kes was coming into port, so I met 
the ship in San Pedro.  I took overy 
my duties as disbursing officer and 
assistant supply officer.  We began 
loading supplies for our trip back to 
the fleet in the Pacific.  Upon com-
pletion of our loading, another or-
der came that the ship was to be 
decommissioned.  That meant we 
would anchor out in the bay and is-
sue our supplies to incoming ships.
After dispersing all our supplies, 
we got underway down through the 

Panama Canal and up the Atlantic 
Coast to Norfolk, Virginia, where the 
ship was taken out of commission.
At that time, I was nearly eligible for 
release to inactive duty, so I was 
sent to the Great Lakes Naval Sta-
tion for the remainder of my time.  I 
was placed on inactive duty status 
on May 6, 1946 and later received 
my discharge from the navy.
I returned to Republic, Missouri and 
spent thirty years as postmaster.  
Now, at the age of ninety-seven, I 
have spent almost thirty years in re-
tirement.
My wife of almost 76 years, Carol 
Coggin, passed away on January 
13, 2021.  She was 96.  I am 97 and 
still live in Republic, managing with 
the help of my daughter and two 
sons.

Herbert Coggin - US NAVY
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GPO & 
WEP 

UPDATE 
STATUS 
ARTICLE 
21 APR 

2021 WITH 
CHANGES ACCEPTED

Steve Vanderhoof, 
UPMA Ret Legislative  Committee Chair

This article is to update you on the status 
on our efforts to collect all the stories of how 
the GPO/WEP provisions are negatively im-
pacting our CSRS and Offset retirees.  To-
night, April 21, 2021,  The National Legisla-
tive Committee participated in the monthly  
Zoom meeting.   I am encouraged that we 
are making progress to getting this law re-
pealed.
We have 149 people that have shared their 
stories with me.  Thank each of you so much 
for your willingness to share your informa-
tion with me.  Several have shared the let-
ters they sent to their Congress members 
and Senators and the reply they got from 
same.  I can tell you what I learned from 
reading a number of them.  Theresponses 
are form letters, but the good news, is that 
most of the legislators who responded were 
proud to announce that they are co-spon-
sors of bills to repeal this law.  Some are 
co-sponsors of HR 82 but some just indicat-
ed they would be in favor to  repeal GPO/
WEP if it gets to the floor for a vote.  
Some general observations from those sto-
ries are strikingly similar.  It seems a lot of 
our retirees have moved to Florida after 
retirement, and maybe they were  bored 
enough with going to the beach to contact 
me.  Also many folks in the states that have 
high state taxes, such as New York, and 
California have responded.  Not sure of the 
motivation.  Maybe the high taxes cause re-
tirees in those areas to want more spend-
able income.  Maybe they were the only 
ones that read my articles.  I assume it is 
because these are densely populated areas 
of the nation.  
I recently attended the Missouri state Chap-
ter UPMA annual convention held in my 
hometown of Springfield, Missouri.  Cheap-
est convention I have ever attended since I 
slept in my own bed instead of a rented ho-
tel room.  That’s not really a big deal here in 
Missouri as we have some of the cheapest 
hotel/motel rates in the country.  You will be 
able to verify that if you attend the National 
UPMA Convention next year in St. Louis.  
We plan to host a great convention for your 
education, enjoyment, and to conduct the 

business of UPMA.  
The point about attending the Missouri con-
vention was that not many of Missouri folks 
have contacted me.  I admonished them 
at the convention for the lack of response.  
Since it is my state I want us to lead by ex-
ample.  What is good about this process is 
you don’t have to contact your Congress 
person or Senator yourself.  We will do it for 
you during our Legislative Summit in Sep-
tember 2021.  I know many of my fellow 
Missouri retirees are affected by this law.  
Maybe the cost of living is so low here that 
it is not that important to do the work to get 
it repealed.  
Some more observations:  Almost all CSRS 
retirees have their Social Security benefits 
reduced by 50 to 60 percent.  Most barely 
make enough to pay their Medicare Plan B 
costs.  Some have to write a check to cover 
the costs out of their own pockets.  If their 
spouse worked a job and paid on “sub-
stantial earnings”, then they enjoy a fairly 
reasonable household income when SS 
income is combined with the pension from 
OPM.  However, things take a radical turn 
for the worst if that spouse that is drawing 
SS benefits passes first.  The CSRS pen-
sioner is denied any of their survivors ben-
efits if 2/3 of their pension is more that the 
survivor benefits from SS.
Now the household income takes a dramat-
ic decrease, probably less than half.  I find 
that unacceptable and probably an unin-
tended consequence of this law.  Imagine 
the impact if you spent all your life’s savings 
to keep your spouse in a nursing home for 
the last two years of their life.   Then have 
your combined household income depleted.  
This is the kind of stories I have been read-
ing.  It is heartbreaking. That is the story we 
need to highlight during our efforts to repeal 
this wicked law. 
I don’t want to discourage anyone from 
contacting their Congressman/woman and 
Senators.  That would certainly strengthen 
our efforts.  But failing that, we will represent 
you well when we meet with the legislators 
in September and tell your story.  If you have 
not sent me your information, it is definitely 
not too late.  Please do so.
UPMA has about 22,000 members.  I as-
sume half, or 10,000, of those members are 
retirees.  I bet most of those are affected by 
this law.  Maybe except those who  are re-
tiring recently that are FERS retirees.  They 
are not impacted by the law unless they had 
years of service under CSRS.
My point is I expect that we should be able 
to accumulate at least 1000 stories or 10 
percent of our retired members. I do not 
think that number is unreasonable.  Hope I 

am not all wet and out in left field.  I play golf 
in the rain, so that is not a new experience 
to me. to be all wet.  
What legislation do we currently have to 
work on?  
House Bill 82 Social Security Fairness Act 
2021 Sponsored by Rep. Rodney David 
(R-IL-13), and Co-Lead Rep. Abigail Span-
berger (D-VA).  Davis currently has 21 
co-sponsors and last session he organized 
a bipartisan group of 264 co-sponsors for 
the legislation.
Latest Action:  House on 1/4/21 Referred to 
House Committee on Ways and Means.
This bill repeals provisions that reduce So-
cial Security benefits for individuals who re-
ceive other benefits, such as a pension from 
a state or local government.
The bill eliminates the government pension 
offset, which in various instances reduces 
Social Security survivors' benefits for spous-
es, widows, and widowers who also receive 
government pensions of their own.
The bill also eliminates the windfall elimi-
nation provision, which in some instances 
reduces Social Security benefits for individ-
uals who also receive a pension or disability 
benefit from an employer that did not with-
hold Social Security taxes.
These changes are effective for benefits 
payable after December 2021. 
I think you notice that this does not pro-
vide any retroactive payments and does 
not go into effect, if passed, until the end of 
2021.  But just to get future benefits would 
be a huge step.  I think this is doable, or I 
wouldn’t be working so hard on it.

It’s still not too late to contact me:  
Steve Vanderhoof

Legislative Chair, National UPMA Retired 
3261 Fox Grape Street 

Springfield, MO 65804-4793
660-886-0205, svanderhoof856@att.net.

Answer the following questions: 
1.  Name
2.  Address, especially your State
3.  Email address
4.  Phone number
5.  Congressman/woman and their District 
6.  Brief description of your story about im-

pact  fromimpact from GPO/WEP
7. Amount of SS after Medicare Plan B 
8.  Married? 
9.  If spouse is drawing SS benefits and 

amount
10.  Are you a widow/widower?  Effect if 

spouse passes before you?
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Please complete one form per registrant. Photocopy the form for additional registrations.

First Name:________________________________  Last Name:______________________________________

Aug. 14-20, 2021
Official Registration Form

Hotel Reservation
UPMA has a special rate at the con-
vention hotel beginning Sept. 15,
2020. You must call the hotel 
directly to make a reservation. The
National Office will not handle room
reservations. To make a reserva-
tion, you must make a deposit to
the hotel in the amount of your
first night’s lodging; this deposit
is non-refundable after July 8,
2021. All room cancellations must
be made directly with the hotel. To
secure the special UPMA rate, you
must identify yourself as part of the
UPMA convention. The rate is avail-
able only until July 8, 2021, or all
rooms in the block are sold,
whichever comes first. The group
rate is available five days pre- 
and post convention based on
availability.

Kalahari Resorts & Conventions
1-877-525-2427
$164—single/double/triple/quad

Be sure to request the 
UPMA group rate.

Convention Registration (only one person per form):

Please circle the 8/15/20- 3/1/21- After
appropriate fee: 2/28/21 6/15/21 6/15/21

Postmaster/Manager/Supervisor/
Associate/OIC/EAS Professional $195 $245 $270

Daily registration is available at $65/day until June 15; $75/day after
that date. Check all that apply:
❏ Sat ❏ Sun ❏ Mon ❏ Wed ❏ Thurs

First-Timer*—Active and Retired $95 $95 $95

UPMA Retired or Guest† $171.25 $208.75 $227.50

(UPMA Retired Luncheon included)

Auxiliary/Spouse/ 
Postmaster Guest $142.50 $180 198.75

(Does NOT include UPMA Retired Luncheon)

Children (17 and under) $80; includes child’s meal at the Grand Banquet.

*First-timers must pay their registration fee in advance using this form; 
online registration not available. After attending the convention, they must
submit a form to the National Office to be reimbursed.
†UPMA Retired member may have one guest (not an active member) regis-
ter for the same price.
Grand Banquet: Aug. 19, 2021

Payment Information
Convention Fee: $________________
_____ Additional tickets for UPMA 
Retired Luncheon @ $25 each $________________

Total Payment: $________________
❏ Check payable to UPMA

❏ Visa/MasterCard 

Card number_____________________________________________

Card security code:_____________    Expiration date:______________
(3- or 4-digit code 
imprinted on card)

Signature:_______________________________________________

Mail with full payment to UPMA National Convention 
Registration, 8 Herbert St., Alexandria, VA 22305-2600.

Registration Cancellation 
Refund Policy
Requests for cancellation refunds must
be made in writing to the UPMA National
Office. Requests must be postmarked by
June 1, 2021; no refunds after that date.
All refunds are subject to a $30 handling
fee.
Registrations are non-transferable.

Questions? 
Call 703-683-9027

First Name (for your badge):_________________________________

Post Office You Represent   City: ___________________________________  State:__________

Your Mailing Address:__________________________________________________________

City:_________________________________  State:______  ZIP+4_____________________

Cell Phone:________________________________________

E-mail:____________________________________________

5th UPMA National Convention5th UPMA National Convention

Registration also available at www.unitedpma.org

Title: 

❏ Postmaster/OIC

❏ Supervisor

❏ Manager

❏ EAS Professional

❏ Associate

❏ UPMA Retired

❏ Spouse

❏ Guest

Active First-Timer?
❏ Yes    ❏ No
UPMA Retired First-Timer?
❏ Yes    ❏ No
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We hear about the 
good football players 
in Alabama, but 
nothing about the 
quilters.   Shout out 
to Diane Domboski, 
one of the best!  I 
can vouch for this 
because I have 
received one of the 
blankets she made, 
and it is outstanding 
in every way--both 
in beauty and quality. 
Speaking of sports, 
I thoroughly enjoy 
watching my St. Louis 
Cardinals, and can 
do so comfortably 
because of your 
generosity.  Thank 
you, Diane!

Sincerely, 
Herb Coggin Retired 
PM, Republic, MO

Illinois held its state convention, pictured 
(from left) are the retirees who attended:  
Secretary/Treasurer John Sertich, Area 7 
UPMA Retiree Representative Kathy Horton, 
President Morrie Smith, and Past President 
Barb Anderson.

Bill Simpson.  US Army Veteran. 
shows off his Quilt of Valor

Thanks to
Dianne Domboski

Jack Wilkins, past National President, NAPUS 
Retired and past President UPMA PM Retired, 

and Cindy Addy got married in Reno Nevada at 
South Reno Baptist Church on February 25th.  

They have moved to Jackson, Tennessee.  
We wish you both the happiness you deserve!!!

JACK & CINDY
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In 2009 I became very involved in the National 
Quilts of Valor Program and made a record 15 
quilts!  At that time, I was 68 years of age and got 
hooked on Veterans because my husband started 
a study on World War II and I became very inter-
ested along with him!  Watching the movies and 
talking to an uncle of mine who fought in the Battle 
of the Bulge, I could only imagine and cringed for 
the soldiers who had to fight in such hard circum-
stances. Many times doing without the things they 
really needed. I realized how war time affected the 
whole country and what our parents and grand-
parents went through. I have tried to give a quilt to 
every family member and friend that served and 
have donated many to anyone else that served.
I belong to two Quilting groups and participated 
in their QOV programs . When I read about the 
Post Office Retired Military men being honored, 
I thought YES!  I want to do this......so about 11 
quilts later here I am, loving what I do! They are 
the REAL HEROS! Thank you men and women 
who have served!

BIRTHDAY
BIRTHDYA

BIRTHDAY

HAPPY

TH

MR. VERN SHOEMAKER
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NATIONAL CONVENTION NOTES
THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE BOARD VOTED TO FREEZE THE National convention Registration fees at the 
current level until June 14!  Look for an updated registration in this issue.  
THE NATIONAL CONVENTION REGISTRATION FEES HAVE INCREASED TO: 
ACTIVE MEMBERS $ 195.  After 6/15/21 - $245
RETIRED OR GUEST   $ 171.25    After  6/15/21- 208.75  Retired members may have one guest (not an active 
member) register for the discounted rate.  This includes the Retiree Luncheon.  
FREE REGISTRATION FOR FIRST TIMERS *:  First timers (Active and Retired) $95
CHILDREN (17 AND UNDER) $80; INCLUDES CHILD’S MEAL AT THE GRAND BANQUET.
* First Timers must pay their registration fee in advance using the UPMA Registration Form.  Online not available 
for this offer.  After attending the Convention, they must submit a form to the National Office to be reimbursed.

THE GRAND BANQUET WILL BE HELD ON THURSDAY NIGHT, 
AUGUST 19, 2021
HOTEL RESERVATIONS:  UPMA has a special rate at the convention 
hotel.  You must call the hotel directly to make a reservation. To make 
a reservation, you must make a deposit to the hotel in the amount of 
your first night’s lodging; this deposit is non-refundable after July 8,2021.  
All room cancellations must be made directly with the hotel.  To secure 
the special UPMA rate, you must identify yourself as part of the UPMA 
Convention.  The rate is available only until July 8, 2021, or until all 
rooms in the block are sold, whichever comes first.  The group rate is 
available five days pre and post-convention based on availability.  Kalahari Resorts & Conventions  rates are 
$164 -single/double/triple/quad.  The phone number is 1-877-525-2427.  There are Lodge Suites for $194 each 
night and contain a full equipped kitchen.  (One king bed, queen sofa sleeper, living room group with fireplace 
kitchen, dining room set, whirlpool tub, 2 flat screen televisions.  (4 guests).  There is also available a combination 
Suites for $378 (6-8 guests) and the Village Suites $542 (for 12 guests).  Both of these suites also have a fully 
equipped Kitchen. 
SCOOTERS FOR RENT IN SANDUSKY:   Pro Medica Medical Equipment Rental in Sandusky is handling these 
rentals.  Standard scooter (up to 300 lbs) will rent at $25 per day.  Heavy duty scooters will rent for $35 per day, 
plus the $25 fee.  There will be plenty of scooters available and reservations will b e accepted starting on July 1.  
Reservations will not be accepted until July 1.  
FREE SHUTTLE SERVICE:  Free Shuttle Service is provided from the Cleveland Hopkins International Airport 
(CLE).  Shuttles will be provided to the hotel on Saturday, August 14 and Sunday, August 15.  Shuttles   for return 
flights will be Thursday evening, August 19 and Friday, August 20.  A shuttle sign-up spot will be announced at 
a future date.  (There are several airports in the area.  FREE SHUTTLE SERVICE IS PROVIDED ONLY FROM 
CLEVELAND HOPKINS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT.  
FREE PARKING: If you are driving, free parking at the hotel.  Valet parking is available.  
FREE WATER PARK PASSES:  The $29.99 resort fee is waived for UPMA attendees, and all run of the house 
guest rooms include 4 admissions to the Indoor and Outdoor Water park for the duration of the stay!
REVISED INFORMATION FOR THE GOLF TOURNAMENT:
The registration for the Golf Tournament is only $45!!!!That’s because FESA will subside the cost of the golf fees 
for each participant!!! Thanks to FESA!!!!  YOU MUST REGISTER BY JULY 10, 2021.     

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE IS JUNE 4th, 2021
Remember to send any news, photos, and articles to inthemailboxeditor@usa.net
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NATIONAL 
RETIREE BOARD 

MEETS IN 
CLEVELAND, MS
Mandy Heslep-Whitten 

UPMA Retired National Secretary

The Retiree Executive Board met at the Cot-
ton House in Cleveland MS on Thursday March 18, 2021 for our 
board meeting.   It was a huge success with a lot of well-planned 
business being conducted.
I hope everyone knows there is a membership contest going on 
and that we are all responsible for membership. In Sandusky Ohio 
at National Convention there will be a drawing for those that have 
signed up new members.  The National Executive Board put up 
$500 towards the drawings so our Retiree National Executive 
Board voted to match their $500. Membership is so important to 
our organization. Have you sign up anyone?  Have you told them 
what UPMA has to offer? 
Cathy Winnie, Kelly McCarty, and Debra Alums have been working 
on a membership presentation of how many retirees have dropped, 
didn’t pay cash dues, or just won’t join after re-
tiring. They also had some ideas about what we 
can offer newly retirees.  Debra Alums came to 
the meeting and presented these to the board. 
President Rodney will share it with the member-
ship committee and let them add to it.  
The Scholarship Committee will have a booth 
at the National Convention in Sandusky Ohio 
to raise scholarship money for 2021.  This year 
Deena Frakes and her committee will be working 
the booth and raffling a homemade quilt. Our Ex-
ecutive Board also decided to do a raffle for free 
registration and 2 free night lodging to be given 
for the National Convention for 2022. Be sure to 
go by the booth and buy several raffles.  The 
National Executive Board gave $5000.00 to the 
scholarship fund.  The deadline for applications 

is July 15,2021. There was an application in the March issue of the 
Leader. You can also get applications from the UPMA website.  If 
you have any questions on scholarship contact Deena Frakes.
Have your registered for the National Convention in Sandusky 
Ohio?  Today March 23, we have 265 retirees that have registered. 
Please encourage your friends and neighboring members to reg-
ister. The registration fee is $171.25 until June 15, 2021.  Betty 
Lawson and Sam McCullar will be our host in the Retiree hospitality 
room.  We will have 2 meetings, Sunday August 15 (after church 
service) and Monday August 16 at 1:30pm.  Wednesday the 18th 
is our annual retiree luncheon and that evening our retiree dance. 
Come be with your second family and enjoy all the things the Ohio 
UPMA chapter has in store for us.
Just a reminder to Chapter State Presidents; after your election of 
new officers at state convention please send me their names and 
position. The form is on unitedpma.org website under retirees.
Your Executive Board is here for you if you have any questions or 
concerns. Ideas and suggestions are welcomed as well. We all 
hope that each State Chapter has a successful State Con-
vention with a large number of members. We look forward 
to seeing you at National Convention!
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SYMPATHY TO 
DAVID & JONATHAN 

MURRAY
Submitted by David Murray

Jonathan and David Murray, both 
Postmasters Retired, SC, lost their 
brother Melvin in March.  Burial was at 
Beaufort SC National Cemetery.  Cards 
may be mailed to Jonathan Murray at P 
O Box 61034, Savannah GA 31420-1034.  
Cards may be mailed to David Murray a 
6 Sugartree Drive, Bluffton SC 29910.  
(Many of you remember Johnathan 
and David, one of the very few sets of 
Postmaster twins in the USA).

SYMPATHY TO 
JAN WEBER

Submitted by Marlys Timms

Jan Weber, PM Retired, Hastings MO, 
lost her husband James “Jim” Weber in 
March. Cards can be mailed to Jan at

SYMPATHY TO 
ABIGAIL SAMPSON

Submitted by Edith Bradshaw

Sharon Abigail Sampson Jones, sister of 
SC Retired PM Novice Sampson Briggs 
passed away in April in Summerton SC. 
The funeral was held on April 24th.  Cards 
can be sent to Novice at 200 Novice Road, 
Orangeburg, SC 29115.

SYMPATHY TO THE FAMILY OF 
ZIGGY WILINSKI
Submitted by Mike Silvestri

It is with great sadness to announce 
the passing of Zbigniew (Ziggy to the 
Postal Service) Wilinski, PM Retired, of 
Riverhead NY at the age of 74 on March 
9, 2021.  Ziggy joined the Post Office in 
1964.  He joined the military and served 
in Vietnam and returned to the Postal 
Service.  He served as Postmaster of 
Riverhead for 11 years.  Condolences may 
be sent to Michelle Wilinski, 147 Broad 
Avenue, Riverhead NY 11901-5053.  

SYMPATHY TO
DAVE SPARANO

by Roberta Hoag, NJ Retired, Secretary

It is with sincere sadness that we 
announce the passing of Maria Sparano, 
beloved wife of Dave Sparano, PM 
Retired, Caldwell NJ.  Davie’s beautiful 
singing voice was a staple at many 
National Conventions.  We hold Dave and 
his family in our thoughts and prayers. 
Cards may be sent to Dave Sparano, 3001, 
Sunwatch Drive, Wesley Chapel FL 33544.  

SYMPATHY TO THE FAMILY OF
NORM FERGUSON

Submitted by Kathy Horton

It is with great sorrow that Norm 
Ferguson, PM Retired of Lawton, MI, 
passed away.  Letters of condolences can 
be sent to his bride (as he referred to her) 
Janice Ferguson, PM Retired, St. Joseph 
MI, at 4287 Laurel Drive, St. Joseph MI 
49085.  They have been active members 
for decades.  

Thank You from the Widdens
From Barbara Whidden
Lee Roy and I feel so blessed with all of the 
well wishes, cards, phone calls, emails, 
gifts, etc. that we received for our 50th 
wedding anniversary.  Our dining room 
table is full of the cards, standing on end, 
so that we can enjoy them every day. Our 
“second family/UPMA” is the best.  Thank 
all of you so much for remembering us.

Thanks from the Murrays
Potmasters Retired Jonathan and David 
Murray would like to acknowledge and 
express our thanks for all the expressions 
of sympathy shown during the passing of 
our beloved brother Melvin. Many crds 
were received and it lifted our spirits 
in knowing we have lots of friends who 
truly care.  May God Bless all of you.  

hear from your friends and know 
that they care about you.  I sincerely 
appreciate all the thoughts and 
prayers.  I think that I’m doing fine, 
but Wednesday I go back to the 
doctor and I hope he thinks I’m doing 
fine too.  (Rodney’s address is PO Box 
96, Lamont FL 32336-0096.)

Kris Schmit
Thank you for all the cards, emails, 
calls and support that Steve and I 
have received from out UPMA family 
since my fall that resulted in a brain 
bleed and fracture.  I spent one week 
in mostly ICU at the hospital and 3 
weeks at a health center for therapy.  
A month since my fall I was able to 
come home.  My goal is to walk again 
without a walker.  The good news is 
that my brain bleed is healed.  Please 
keep the prayers coming.  I love 
hearing from everyone.  Cards of 
cheer can be sent to Kris Schmit at 
N5090 Country Lane, Saukville, WI 
53080. 

Thank You from Tony & the Girls
Thank you so much for all the cards sending 
us prayers, words of encouragement and 
just supporting our family.  It has been 
incredible, and we appreciate it so much.  
THE MEDICAL UPDATE from wife Karyn 
rang the BELL on April 15th.  Tony just 
completed 8 aggressive chemo sessions 
and had a PET Scan.  His tumors are 
completely gone, and he has no evidence 
of cancer in his body.  Remission and anow 
on the maintenance care for the next year.  
Now it’s time to continue to heal and get 
his body strong. Tony and Karyn address is:  
Tony Leonardi, 6704 Merryvale Lane, Port 
Orange FL 32128.

Thanks from President Rodney
I want to take this opportunity to tell 
everybody how much I appreciate all the 
cards, calls, test messages and emails that 
I have received for my birthday and for my 
eye surgery.  It’s easy to go through life 
taking good health for granted but when 
you do have a little probem, it’s good to 
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CANDIDATE FOR 
SIGNATURE FEDERAL 
CREDIT UNION CREDIT 

COMMITTEE
JIMMY FUSCO, (INCUMBENT) 

NEW JERSEY
I have served as the Secretary of the Signature 

Credit Union for the past three years.  I have also been a board member 
of the Credit Committee since September of 2015.  

I have been a member of the Credit Union since 1991.  I retired from the 
United State Postal Service in January 2009, as Postmaster of Ocean City, 
New Jersey with 42 years of service as a level 21.  I had the positions of 
Postmaster of 18 and 20 offices and served as an OIC in a level 22 office.  
I am also a Veteran, serving my country in the United States Army.  After 
my discharge from regular duty, I served in the New Jersey National 
Guard for the next five years.  

I was a member of NAPS from 1974-1977, and a member of NAPUS/
UPMA since 1976.  In 2014 I was served as the Convention Chairman 
for the National Convention in Atlantic City NJ which had over 900 in 
attendance. I was appointed the National Chair of the Constitution & 
By-Laws Committee under two former National NAPUS Presidents. 

I was elected to serve three terms as the New Jersey Chapter President: 
1996-2006, the only President in Chapter history serving three times.  
I served as the National Vice President for Area 5 representing New 
Jersey, Delaware and Maryland for 2003-2004.  

I am presently serving as the President of the Commodore Club in 
Sea Isle City, New Jersey since 2003.  The Commodore Club is a Non-
Profit social club.  I have received the Mayor’s Award for Support in 
Community Events, including the annual Mayor’s Holiday Food and Toy 
Drive. I attended Atlantic City College of Commerce and Majored in 
Accounting.  

I have completed all the required training for the Credit Committee’s 
Position.

I am asking all members of the Signature Federal Credit Union for their 
vote of confidence and re-elect me to the position of  the Credit Union 
Committee so I can continue to help our members.   

TED J. CARRICO 
FOR SIGNATURE FEDERAL 

CREDIT UNION BOARD
The ballots for the election of two board members 
will soon be in the mail, and I am again asking for 
support for one of the positions.

For the past several years, I have served our 
membership as Vice Chairman of the Board. I have 
a strong financial background, having previously 
served as National Secretary for the National 
Association of Postmasters of the United States, 
and President of Mutual Finance Credit Union in 
Grand Junction, CO. I have a bachelor’s degree from 
Mesa State College, majoring in Human Services, 
and Business Administration.

I am a combat veteran who served three tours 
in Vietnam in the United States Army, Past 
National President of the National Association of 
Postmasters of the United States, and have served 
my community in many leadership positions on 
various boards.

Signature Federal Credit Union is one of the top 
credit unions in the country. Our Directors, Board, 
and Staff are second to none. I have enjoyed 
the challenges of the past and look forward to a 
continued bright future of our credit union. I will 
do my best to ensure that we remain a top financial 
institution, a great place to work for our dedicated 
employees, and that you, our members, have the 
financial resources that you want and need. I would 
appreciate your vote.

If you need more information or have questions, 
contact me at tcarrico@msn.com.

MANDY HESLEP- WHITTEN FOR 
NATIONAL UPMA RETIRED PRESIDENT

I am a candidate for your next National President UPMA Retired for 2021-2023. The organization 
has been very near and dear to my heart for many years.  I joined as soon as I could but for many 
years I just tagged along with my dad, David Heslep who was a Postmaster.  I got involved with the 
Mississippi Chapter serving every position except Editor and then was also active on the National 
Level. As a retiree I served as National Retiree Treasurer and now serving as your National Retiree 
Secretary.  I have learned and gathered so much experience and knowledge that I am now ready to 
serve as your next National Retiree President.

I look forward to the challenges we face.  I pledge to you that I will be timely, 
accurate and keeping you involved with what is going on within our organization.

Please vote for me, Mandy Heslep-Whitten at the National Convention in Sandusky Ohio in 2021. Thank you for your support.
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