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The following article is based on the report I 
gave during the UPMA Retiree session on Sun-
day August 15, 2021 during the annual UPMA 
convention in Sandusky, Ohio. If you attended 
that session, and paid attention, then you can 
skip reading the rest of this article.  Unless you 
need something therapeutic to remedy your in-
somnia, I recommend you skim this material to 
glean anything helpful for you.

I am Steve Vanderhoof.  I am your legislative 
chair for UPMA Retired.  Let me introduce you 
to the other members of the committee.   Please 
stand and be recognized as I call you name:  
Mike Silvestri, Bob Frakes, and Ron Karrels.  All 
of these people have really supported our leg-
islative efforts.  Thanks to Mike especially for 
getting Repr. Carolyn B.  Maloney, (D-NY) to 
kick start a list of co-sponsors for legislation to 
repeal GPO/WEP.  Maloney is the House Over-
sight Chair.

In other legislative news: the Chairman of the 
Ways and Means Committee, Richard E. Neal 
(D-MA) introduced the Public Servants Protec-
tion and Fairness Act of 2021, HR 4540.  Some 
of those provision are: 1.  new formula to com-
pute SS benefits for future retirees.  2.  No re-
duction in benefits to current law for current and 
future retirees.  3.  A $150 per month relief pay-
ment to current retirees.  An estimate of the cost 
of these changes has been provided by the SSA 
Chief Actuary.  Estimated for the period 2021 to 
2030 (9 years) is $30.6 billion to be offset by in-
put from General Revenue Fund.

Each of the committee members has contribut-
ed by writing articles and keeping our members 
abreast of legislative issues that affect our mem-
bers, especially our retirees.  Thank you guys 
for your help and keep driving for our work to 
be done at the Legislative Summit in September.

What are we (the committee) doing in legislative 
action?  We attend a monthly legislative Zoom 
call and get the latest news that is relative to 
our members.  We write articles in all the pub-
lications of the organization and post important 
messages and calls to action on the Gold.  Lin-
da Carter does a great job of getting the word 
out swiftly when we have an issue that needs 
immediate attention.  We provide samples of 
letter to Congress members and Senators that 

support our legislative initiatives.  We also attend 
the Legislative Summit to inform legislators and 
their staff members.  The active members do a 
great job of responding to those things that are 
more important to active members.  

Right now that is the efforts to repeal GPO/WEP 
provisions.  As you know, those most hurt by 
these provisions are our widows and widowers 
that are postal retirees.  We are working on a 
program to collect the stories of how our retir-
ees are devastated by these laws.  Our goal is to 
provide a story from one of the Congress mem-
bers constituents that demonstrate the hardship 
this law causes.  This will be provided at the 
meetings we have during our Legislative Sum-
mit in September.  I am hoping the Congress 
members and Senators are holding live meet-
ings during our scheduled visit.  

We selected this method of changing the GPO/
WEP law after I learned what the Military Offi-
cers Association of America (MOAA) did to get 
the “Widow’s tax law changed.  That was a sim-
ilar law that disenfranchised widows of military 
retirees and cost the survivor approximately 
$15 thousand dollars per year.  Much like what 
happens when one of our retirees is drawing a 
pension and their spouse dies and they apply 
for their survivor benefits under the Social Se-
curity Administration rules.  Basically they get 
nothing and the minimum for a spouse is about 
$1200 per month.  I think most of us on a fixed 
income could use the extra income.  Actually, it 
is a huge reduction of household income to lose 
the spouses contribution from SS benefits.  

During our efforts with MOAA they collected the 
stories of how the law was unfairly treating wid-
ows of military retirees. Then they worked to ob-
tain co-sponsors of the bill and did a yearly visit 
to all the Congress members and Senators in 
an event they call “Storming the Hill.”  Same as 
we do at the Legislative Summit. They provide 
a handout with the organizations talking points 
and points of contact for addition information. 
Laws are slow to pass or get changed. I worked 
for 10 years on this effort. Many years we did not 
make any progress. And at times it was heart-
breaking that it did not move any closer to pas-
sage. But perseverance pays off and bills that 
have huge bi-partisan support win in the end.  

We are in good shape right now with a huge 
bi-partisan support and large number of 
co-sponsors.   Recently we got a call that the 
House Ways and Means Committee was re-
viewing H.R. 82 and wanted input from our 
organization.  I wrote a letter to the committee 
explaining the devastating provisions that crush 
our widows and widowers.  Unless they hear our 
specific stories they don’t know the impact and 
unintended consequences of these provisions.

Anyway, I believe we are in the best position we 
have ever been in to get this across the goal 
line.  We will work hard on the members of the 
Ways and Means Committee to get it voted out 
of committee and sent to the Speaker for a Vote 
on the floor.  

I have all the stories entered in a database and 
the stories saved as a word document.  They will 
be provided to each state’s legislative commit-
tees so they can provide each of the members 
of congress they visit during Legislative Summit.  
If we have a story that no one shares with their 
Representative, we will make other arrange-
ments to email or fax to the staff member that 
is responsible for those issues.  Those stories 
won’t be wasted.

I discussed the method to distribute to the state 
legislative committees with President Rodney.  
We decided that the National Convention was 
too busy with other business to add this addition-
al duty.  So we will continue to collect stories and 
deliver them prior to the Legislative Summit.  If a 
state does not have a legislative person attend-
ing the Legislative Summit we will come up with 
a good work-around.

Unless there are questions of me, that con-
cludes my legislative report.

You can still contact me with your story of how 
devastating these laws are to you, but time is 
short.  I plan to get them distributed to each leg-
islative chair by middle of September.  Thanks 
to those that have provided their story. The story 
gives a face to the negative impact and makes 
it personal to the Congressperson and Senator 
from one of their constituents.  

Steve Vanderhoof, Legislative Chair, UPMA Re-
tired, svanderhoof856@att.net, 660-886-0205
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LOOKING FOR THE QUILT WINNER
When the winning ticket was drawn for our quilt raffle, there was no information on it.  

The ticket was red and the number is 640215. 
If you are the winner please text me a picture of the ticket and information on how to reach you.  We'll make arrangements 
to get your quilt to you.  If no one claims the quilt by October 15th, I will draw another ticket.
Deena Frakes, 660-351-2444

2021 SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS
Deena Frakes, Scholarship Committee Chairman

Congratulations to 
the eight 2021 UPMA 
Scholarship Founda-
tion recipients.  After 
receiving and review-
ing 92 applications the 

committee of Deena Frakes, Patti Bas-
com and Doris Conrad determined these 
to be outstanding applicants whose work 
ethics, determination and career goals 
will ensure their success.

COLBY A. ELLIS is the son of Debbie 
Ellis, Postmaster, IL.  Colby’s plans are 
to attend Western IL University and earn 
a Bachelor of Science in Exercise Sci-
ence. This BSA Eagle Scout would like 
to work in physical therapy.  He works 
at HyVee and does volunteer work in his 
community.

BAY HINKLE has earned enough dual 
college credits during her high school 
years that she will be entering Ball State 
University as a sophomore.  Speech pa-
thology is her dream career because it 
will allow her to help people of all ages. It 
will require her to get a masters degree to 
become licensed. Bay is the granddaugh-
ter of retired Postmaster Patti Bascom 
and has earned many awards in volley-
ball while also working at Subway.

EMILY HUISINGA is a sophomore at 
Iowa State University.  During her fresh-
man year she was named to the College 
of Engineering Dean's List.  Emily is the 

granddaughter of Janet Huisinga, 
retired Postmaster, IA.  Emily plans 
to continue working toward a degree 
in software engineering and hopes 
to continue working with organiza-
tions such as FIRST and COR to 
work with kids and encourage them 
to pursue STEM educations.

SARAH KELCHNER, grand-
daughter of retired PA Postmaster 
Donald Kelchner Jr, is a fourth-
year student at Messiah University 
in Mechanicsburg PA pursuing dual 
degrees in mechanical engineering 
and mathematics. Sarah has been a 
teaching assistant, private tutor and 
intern at the Johns Hopkins Applied 
Physics Laboratory and will seek a 
career in mechanical engineering 
with particular interest in learning 
more about materials engineering 
and thermal analysis.

KATELYN KENNEDY is seeking 
her Bachelor's degree in Science 
in Nursing at Walsh University to 
become a registered nurse in a La-
bor and Delivery Unit or a Neona-
tal Intensive Care Unit.  She is the 
daughter of Ohio Postmaster Ann 
Kennedy.  Katelyn is active in soft-
ball and is the secretary for Walsh 
University Nursing Club while also 
working as a Nursing Student Tech-
nician on an Acute Elderly/Teleme-
try/Covid Unit.

CHLOE ROUGH, daughter of PA 
Postmaster Daniel Rough, is an un-
dergraduate at Seton Hill University 
studying to become a physician. She 
is part of Seton Hill's Service Advisory 
Board where she organizes and volun-
teers in campus-student-wide events 
and community projects. She has been 
accepted to Lake Erie College of Os-
teopathic Medicine, and in order to give 
back to her small community she plans 
to practice medicine in her medically 
underserved rural hometown after ob-
taining her medical degree.

KATHERINE TIELKING is a sec-
ond-time UPMA Scholarship Founda-
tion recipient.  She is the daughter of IN 
Postmaster Gregory Tielking, and is 
a senior at the University of Evansville 
where she is working towards a bach-
elor's degree in global business and 
marketing.  She was a LEAD Forward 
fellow that allows students to gain valu-
able leadership experience through 
hands-on projects that give back to the 
local community.

BRAXTON WIKOFF, grandson of re-
tired MO Postmaster Mildred Bell, will 
be attending State Technical College 
of MO in the Industrial Electricity pro-
gram. Braxton has been involved and 
held leadership positions in 4-H while 
working on his family farm as well as 
working construction and remodeling/
repair work. He plans to be an electri-
cian working towards becoming a mas-
ter electrician owning his own business 
in the community where he grew up.
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Greetings again to all my UPMA/UPMAR friends.  A few 
months ago I wrote an article describing the differences be-
tween Memorial Day and Veteran's Day and information on 
the history of Memorial Day.  As our nation ends its longest 
war, it is fitting and proper that I pay due diligence to Veteran's 
Day which we will celebrate on November 11th.

When I was a young boy, I used to sit listening to my great un-
cles Orval and Alexander talking about their service in France 
in "The Great War" as they called World War One.  Many 
are under the mistaken impression that WWI (wistfully also 
referred to as "The War to End All Wars) ended on November 
11th, 1918 at 11AM- it did not officially end until June 28th, 
1919 with the Treaty of Versailles.  The date and time for No-
vember 11th was the official start of an "armistice" (a pause in 
hostilities) between the belligerents.  As the cessation of fight-
ing seemed more significant than the actual treaty which end-
ed the war, President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed in early 
November 1919 that November 11th would be designated as 
Armistice Day, stating" To us in America, the reflections of Ar-
mistice Day will be filled with solemn pride of those who died 
in the country's service and with gratitude for the victory..."  
President Wilson declared that the date should be marked 
with parades, public gatherings and a suspension of business 
beginning at 11AM.

Congress, slightly slower off the mark, passed a resolution 
on June 4th, 1926 which began "WHEREAS the 11th of No-
vember 1918 marked the cessation of the most destructive, 
sanguinary, and far reaching war in human annals and the 
resumption by the people of the United States of peaceful 
relations with other nations, which we hope may never again 
be severed.."  The resolution basically called for the president 
to proclaim November 11th as a day of reflection, calling on 
all citizens to celebrate and pray at gatherings at churches, 
schools and "other suitable places".  On May 13th, 1938, 
Congress passed an act formally making Armistice Day a fed-
eral holiday with the stated purpose of honoring WWI veter-
ans while promoting world peace.

Unfortunately, world peace was not achieved.  The punitive 
measures of the Treaty of Versailles on Germany by France 
and Britain was one of the propaganda items used by Adolph 
Hitler to mobilize the German people behind him leading to 
WWII, as was Japan's military imperialism.  WWII was obvi-
ously the greatest mobilization of men and women in US his-

tory.  Following closely on the heels of WWII was the Korean 
War. After the Korean conflict, at the urging of the American 
Legion, The Veterans of Foreign Wars, and other veterans 
service organizations, Congress revised the 1938 legislation 
and replaced the word "Armistice" with "Veterans"  On June 
1st, 1954, President Eisenhower signed the revised legisla-
tion into law, designating the VA Administrator (later the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs) as the chair of the Veterans Day 
National Committee.

The saga of Veterans Day does not end there.  In an effort 
to offer Federal employees at least four three day holidays, 
the Uniform Holiday Bill was enacted on June 28th, 1968 to 
become effective in 1971.  This law stated that four national 
holidays- Washington's Birthday, Memorial Day, Columbus 
Day, and Veteran's Day- would be officially celebrated on 
Mondays.  Most state legislatures ignored this federally man-
dated change and all of the veteran's service organizations 
vigorously objected to the change.  On September 20th 1975, 
President Ford remedied the situation and restored the fed-
eral observation of Veteran's Day to its original historic day of 
November 11th, effective as of Veteran's Day 1978.

Veteran's Day is meant to celebrate and honor our veterans 
for their service and sacrifice.  Winston Churchill, the British 
prime minister in WWII, in commenting on the gallant heroism 
of British servicemembers during the Battle of Britain in 1940, 
stated "Never in the field of human conflict was so much owed 
by so many to so few."  As Americans, we too owe so much to 
all of our veterans, whether they are the last of "The Greatest 
Generation" or whether they were on the last plane out of 
Kabul.  Celebrate their service on November 11th, pray for 
peace year round and, if you happen to pass a veteran any 
day of the year, you can honor them by simply saying "Thank 
you for your service." 

HONORING OUR VETERANS 
ON VETERANS DAY

by Keith Miner, US Army
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Val Nehls, Executive Vice President - Membership, WI

At our 2019 Wisconsin State Convention, our membership tied 30 
blankets for our National project. Everyone had so much fun we 
decided to continue the yearly tradition and voted to deliver them 
to our very own WI Retired Postmasters that are not as mobile 
as they once were. They deserve to be honored, recognized and 
thanked for their service to the Post Office and remind them that 
we still care. The first 3 have been delivered, (Kris Schmit, Robert 
Anderson and Dave Gramins) and there are more on their way.

Retired PM (and Veteran) Dave Gramins

Kris Schmit

Robert Anderson

P O S T M A S T E R  T U R N S  A C T O R

D a v i d  B o r n s t e i n ,  I L

                                  How many of you recognize David Bornstein?  PM retired from IL?  Have you taken a 
second glance at him and wondered if you have seen him before?  He is talented and his second profession 
does not go unnoticed!  It’s not too often that we have an actor in our 
UPMA. If you attended the National convention in Chicago, David was 
part of the entertainment – “The Blues Brothers.” 

David lives in Orland Park IL and is frequently seen in many episodes 
of TV shows:  Chicago PD, Chicago Fire, Chicago Med, Empire, Red-
line, Fargo and other shows on local channels. Some of the movies he 
starred in are "Widows" with Robert Duvall, "Proven Innocent", and Girl 
on the 3rd Floor.”  He may have caught your eye in several of these that 
have appeared recently.   

Our National Editor, Nancy Isenbereg, is planning to interview him for 
The Leader in the next couple of months. How exciting!!! Since some of 
his shows will be debuting or available to watch, he has given us a list 
of shows you will be able to see when they appear.  I’ve also included 
some photos of David that you may have seen in past episodes.    

We’re proud of you David and thanks for sharing your talents with us!!!  We’re looking forward to your interview and more information 
about your acting career!!!
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Above: Patsy Blevins and Bernice Sawyer at the Banquet in 
Sandusky Ohio.  R.I.P. Bernice. 

Texas Chapter UPMA Loves you. 
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RETIREES @ NEW YORK STATE CONVENTION

Diane Dombroski with Sherry 
and Bryant Hughes who love 

that Alabama BBQ

NY Congressman 
Tom Suzzi and UPMA 

Retired Steve Steinbaum 
at Congressman Suzzi's 

birthday breakfast

5 GENERATIONS
Great-great Grandma

Sally Robinson, 
Great-Grandma Cheryl 

Peters, Grandma Kristie 
Fennell, Father Matthew 

Fennell, and baby 
Christopher Fennell

Granddaughter of Charley 
and Anita helped sell 50/50 
tickets for hot wheels car 

races at Arizona State 
Convention

RETIREES AT ARIZONA 
STATE CONVENTION

Ron Karrels, Josie Oakes, 
Joan Hancock, and 

Charley Peters
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Karen Boudreaux, Louisiana UPMA Editor

I retired from the Postal Service on June 1, 2011 with 40 years of service; 36 of those as  Post-
master of my hometown, Loreauville, Louisiana. I have served as the editor for the Louisiana 
chapters of NAPUS and UPMA for the past 6 years and will soon be giving that position up to 
become the Louisiana chapter secretary/treasurer. 

I have the honor of participating in a St. Jude fundraiser with my 5 year old granddaughter, 
Katelyn, in a special event called “Dancing with the Stars”. This fund raiser is organized by a 
group, Kamryn’s Cause, who work to raise funds for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital in 
honor of a little girl from my little village of Loreauville, Kamryn Elizabeth Dorsey.

Kamryn was diagnosed with DIPG (Dif-
fuse Intrinsic Pontine Glioma) on August 1, 2011 at the age of 8. DIPG is a rare type of 
brain tumor that starts in the brain stem on an area called the pons. A child diagnosed with 
DIPG today faces the same prognosis as a child diagnosed 40 years ago. There is still no 
effective treatment and no chance of survival. Only 10% of children with DIPG survive for 
two years following their diagnosis, and less than 1% survive for five years. 

Kamryn received radiation treatments at St. Jude and participated in a clinical trial. Al-
though her prognosis was grim, she surpassed the odds and survived a little over two years. 
During those two years, she was able to attend school, continue dancing (her favorite ac-
tivity), and make memories with her younger sisters. The family is extremely grateful to St. 
Jude for the outstanding care 
they received and continue to 

receive even after her passing. Although they miss their sweet little girl dearly, they 
want to honor her memory by spreading awareness and supporting St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital.

The ”Dancing with the Stars” event will be held on October 2. There will be ten 
teams competing and a Grand Champion Winner will be crowned. Grand Champion 
status will be awarded to the team that raises the most funds for St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital. A Fan Favorite team will also be awarded the night of the event 
as everyone attending will have one vote to choose their favorite performance.

Website voting went LIVE August 16th and you will be able 
to Help your favorite team win this honor while also contrib-
uting to a wonderful organization. All voting proceeds will be 
donated to St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital in memo-
ry of Kamryn Dorsey. Voting will continue through Thursday, 
September 31st. The link to vote and make your donations is 
www.kamrynscause.com/events.

There are ten teams participating; dads with daughters/son, 
moms with daughter, sisters, and I’m the only Nana with a 
granddaughter. I guess I’m the token old lady in the group. 

Katelyn and I are having a grand time practicing for our four 
minute routine. My cousin is choreographing our routine to 
a medley of ballet, hip hop and dance music. We are “Team 
Boogie Shoes”! Please consider donating to this worthy 
cause. 
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I want to thank 
all of the mem-
bers of the Sig-
nature Credit 
Union who voted 
for my re-elec-
tion to the Credit 
Committee.  I ap-
preciate in your 
confidence for 

this re-election and I am dedicated 
to our Credit Union and will continue 
to provide our members with quality 
service and a renewed dedication 
to assisting our members with their 
banking needs.  Please feel free to 
call on me at any time and I will be 
happy to respond to your questions.  
Your support is valuable and I again, 
I thank you for your trust

Jimmy Fusco
Credit Committee, Signature FCU

To all Retirees who 
were in attendance 
at the just complet-
ed National Con-
vention in Ohio, 

thank you for all your support during 
the past 3 years that I have served 
as your UPMA Retired National Trea-
surer, and thank you for your votes of 
confidence in electing me to serve as 
your next Vice President for Retirees.  
My two year term will begin November 
1, 2021.  I very much look forward to 
serving you, our UPMA Retired mem-
bership, in this position and working 
with you as a team to carry forward our 
mission statement, "to promote, assist 
and instruct retired Postmasters and 
Managers in all areas of personal and 
related items of interest and concerns 
and to work cooperatively in the ad-
vancement of UPMA aims and goals."  
This is not about me as an individual, it 
is all of us together (Together we stand, 
divided we fall).  As always, we met 
new attendees at this year's conven-

tion, saw friends from past meetings, 
and we missed those who were not 
able to attend.  I will have to admit that 
I was busier this year than past years, 
and if I didn't get around to speaking, 
I apologize for that failure on my part.  
Anita and I really enjoyed the State 
Chapter Conventions that we had 
the good fortune to visit this past few 
months, and over the past 3 years.  
We made lots of new friends, both ac-
tive and retired, and that is one of the 
best benefits of being involved with 
UPMA.  New and old friends are a true 
blessing as we wander through this life 
that God has given us!!  
To the UPMA Ohio State Chapter, you 
deserve a great big THANK YOU for a 
great convention.  I know it was a lot 
of hard work, but you did well, and you 
should be very proud!
To President Dan Heins and our UPMA 
National Leadership Team, thank you 
for your leadership and support.  Con-
gratulations to Edmund Carley in his 

election as our next UPMA Nation-
al President, and to Mandy Heslep 
Whitten in her election to be our next 
UPMA Retired National President. 
Thank you to the members of our cur-
rent UPMA Retiree Board, President 
Rodney, VP James, Past President 
Jack and Secretary Mandy, for having 
the opportunity to work with you over 
the past 3 years.  We are a great team 
that worked well together to serve in 
the best interest of the membership.  
To all the Area Reps and Committees, 
thank you for your cooperation and 
hard work.
To the KY UPMA Chapter, family and 
friends, who have encouraged and 
supported me over the past 43 years, 
thank you for all your words of encour-
agement and friendship as we contin-
ue to grow and work together.  

Once again, 
please convey 
my thanks and 
appreciation to 
the members 
of Signature 
Federal Credit 
Union for their 
support and 

confidence of my successful bid for 
reelection to the Board of Directors, 
Signature FCU.  Our credit union 
is member owned and I will work 
diligently to ensure that we remain 
a well capitalized, and that we pro-
vide the products and services that 
you desire.  Thank you again for 
your trust and support.
Ted Carrico
Vice Chairman, Board of Directors
Signature FCU

THANK  YOU
Charley Peters, UPMA Retired National Treasurer and UPMA 
Retired National Vice President Elect

When dreams come 
true, how do you thank 
those who made it hap-
pen?  When the oppor-
tunity became real, how 
am I so ready to step 
into the role of Board 
of Directors, Signature 
Federal Credit Union?  

Because I have prayed for guidance.  Be-
cause I have strong support from husband 
and family.  Because I am genuinely inter-
ested in serving our members.  And be-
cause I sincerely believe that Signature 
Federal Credit Union strives to provide 
the services our members want and need 
most.  Thanks to those who encouraged 
my dream, thanks to Signature members 
who voted for me, and a million thanks to 
the Keeper of the Stars!

Linda Carter
Board of Directors, Signature FCU

DEADLINE FOR INCLUSION IN THE NEXT ISSUE of IN THE MAILBOX is OCTOBER 21. 
First-time writers are welcomed. Our paper is only as good as the information received, and need to know about 
our retired members.  Address, email and phone numbers are found on the back cover of this issue.  Thank you! 
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FROM 

KAREN & DAN HEINS
A heartfelt thank you for the many 
cards, messages and gifts that were 
extended to us after the loss of Kar-
en’s brother in July. Your thoughtful-
ness and support were greatly appre-
ciated.  

FROM 

STEVE BRIGHTON
I would like to thank you members of 
UPMA for making me feel so welcome 
at the Ohio. It’s been a pleasure to 
have been here to share it with you. 
I would like to especially thank our 
National President Dan Heins and 
Past National Retiree President Jack 
Wilkins for making this possible.  I 
hope all had a safe trip home and will 
see you at next year’s convention in 
St. Louis.  

FROM 

RONNIE DAUTERIVE
I am working hard in rehab seeing 
positive gains, but arm and leg is 
still slowly recovering.  My brain has 
to reconnect with limbs so it’s a slow 
process.  I was transferred to Neuro 
Rehab in Hammond for more intense 
rehab.  Thank you for your love and 
prayers and thank you for your cards 
and donations.  Ronnie’s home ad-
dress is 13223 Dutchtown Lakes 
Drive, Geismar, LA 70734.  

Special 
Thanks to                 
all my fellow            
Postmasters               
and           
Managers

I want to take this opportunity 
to thank all my supporters who 
voted for me at the National 
Convention in Ohio. We put up 
a vigorous campaign to take 
UPMA Retirees to a higher lev-
el. The official vote count was 
145 to 115. It was a privilege 
and an honor to serve my fellow 
Postmasters and Managers as 
your National Vice President of 
UPMA Retired. 

My prayer is the newly elected 
officers will have much success 
going forward. I have a few rec-
ommendations I will present to 
the executive board to improve 
and enhance our election pro-
cess in the future. Thank you for 
allowing me to serve you! Stay 
safe, and may God bless our or-
ganization.

Thank you,
James Dillard

FROM 

TED & TANNA                  
CARRICO

Tanna and I wish to thank our UMPA family 
and friend for all the cards, emails, phone 
calls and well wishes that we received on 
our 50th anniversary.  You made our day so 
special!

FROM 

RON & JEANNE                
KARRELS

Ron is recovering very well from Covid, 
while his wife Jeanne never got sick.  Ron's 
immune system was weakened by antibiot-
ics he took for a cut and stitches to his hand 
prior to the Ohio convention. On Friday after 
the convention, he received a Monoclonal 
Antibody Infusion in the ER that knocked 
the virus down very fast.  He is feeling much 
better and wants to thank those who said a 
prayer and sent a card of well wishes. The 
address for the Karrels is 2611 E San Thom-
as Drive, Casa Grande, AZ, 85194-8449.  

 FROM 

SANDEE PEADEN
I would like to thank everyone for the 
prayers, call and thoughtfulness during the 
unexpected loss of my 34 year old daugh-
ter-in-law to COVID.  Her passing has been 
extremely rough on my son, his daughter 
and all the family and friends.  We appre-
ciate all of your kindness during this time. 
Sandee’s address is PO Box 624, Paisley, 
FL 32767-0624.  

 Submitted By Eva Finley

Ladies, unless he wears a diaper, you can’t change him.  
The more I get to know people, the more I understand why Noah only let animals on the Ark.
Freak out your grandkids by telling them that you’re older than the internet.
Telling a woman to calm down works as well as baptizing a cat.  
Injuries when you were a child: Fell off a bike! Jumped out of a tree. Twisted an ankle.                            
Injuries when you are an adult: Slept wrong. Sat down too long. Sneezed too hard.  
Marriage is a relationship where one person is always right, and the other person is the husband.  
Sometimes when I talk to annoying dumb people, I have to close my eyes, take a breath, count to ten, and remember I don’t look 
good in those orange jumpsuits they give you in prison.  
Before you criticize someone, you should walk a mile in their shoes, if they fit.  Then, if you still think you should criticize them, 
you’re a mile away and you still have their shoes. 
If at first you don’t succeed, skydiving is not for you.  
Never test the depth of the water with both feet.  
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THE FAMILY OF              
KEN BROWN

By Roberta Hoag

With sadness, we share to news of the 
passing of Hon. Ken Brown, PM, West-
field, NJ.  Ken was a Marine Veteran.  
He served as PM of Garwood, South 
Orange, prior to serving in Westfield/
Mountainside, NJ.  Ken was an active 
NJ NAPUS member and served as 
Vice President of New Jersey's UPMA 
Retired. Cards can be sent to Mrs. Ann 
Brown and Family, 1491 Deer Path, 
Mountainside NJ, 07092.

THE FAMILY OF              
WESLEY BALKEN

From Margie Jacobson

Wesley Balken, PM Retired, Breck-
enridge MN, passed away on August 
30.  Wes was a Veteran of the US Air 
Force. Condolences may be sent to 
37094 Twelve Lake Road, Erhard, MN 
56534.

SHERRY JUDE
From Donna Loud

Donna Jude, Retired PM, Lisbon ME 
and mother of Sherry Jude, RP, En-
glewood FL, went to be with Jesus 
on June 16, 2021. Cards of sympathy 
can be sent to Sherry at 29968 Parrot 
Street, North Port, FL 34286.

TINA KEDZIERSKI
Info from Gerri Swarm

Tina Kedzierski, UPMA Maryland 
Chapter Editor, and PM Street MD, lost 
her 31 year old son in a car accident 
on July 23. The saddest news, this is 
the second son Tina has lost in a car 
accident. Her other son died in 2013. 
The address for condolences is 1288 
Pearson Place, Belcamp, MD 21017.

EDITH BRADSHAW
By Steve Lenoir

Harold Bradshaw, husband of Edith 
Bradshaw, PM Retired, passed away 
on July 22. Cards may be mailed to 
Edith at 895 West Emerald Lake Drive, 
Sumter, SC 29153-7431. (Editor’s 
note: Harold attended many national 
conventions with Edith, who served as 
a national PM Rep for NAPUS).  

JIM DUPREE
Our condolences and sympathy to Jim 
Dupree, PM, Retired, who lost his wife, 
Dorothy on May 27, after 60 years of 
marriage. Dorothy attended conven-
tions with Jim and helped in the hos-
pitality room along with other NAPUS 
functions. Jim has been a member 
of NAPUS/UPMA for over 48 years. 
Please send a card to Jim's home ad-
dress at 1136 7th Street, Dickinson, TX 
77539. 

JACKIE GIBSON                           
AND FAMILY

From Dallas Sharpe

When Past President NAPUS Ken-
tucky Chapter President Jackie Gibson 
returned from the convention in Ohio, 
her mother had passed away and her 
daughter, Shann, was placed on a 
ventilator battling COVID 19. Shann is 
nearing trachea surgery to assist her 
breathing. She has been in the hospi-
tal since Jackie returned home. Please 
add Jackie and daughter Shann to 
your prayer list. Jackie’s address is 103 
Wetherby Lane, Danville KY 40422.

SALLY ROBINSON 
AND FAMILY

From Sally Robinson

I am asking for your prayers once 
again.  My daughter, Cheryl Peters and 
my granddaughter, Kristie Fennell, are 
both experiencing the dreadful cancer 
disease.  Cheryl had chemo treatments 
and will undergo radiation treatments.  
Kristie will undergo several tests to de-
termine the severity of her cancer.  It is 
hard to imagine two in my same family, 
but I believe in the power of prayer, so 
I am asking again for your continued 
prayers.  Kristie’s address is P O Box 
201, McGrann, PA 16236 and Cheryl 
Peters is 2058 Oak Drive, Ford City, PA 
16226.  

QUILTS OF HONOR TO BE SENT TO FOUR VETERANS
EVA FINLEY, UPMA Retired National Editor

Quilts of Honor made by Alabama PM Reitree, Diane Dombroski are being mailed to four of our 
retiree veterans.  They recipients are:

U  Richard Darymple US Army, of Poughkeepsie, NY (the oldest living veteran in the state of NY)

U Don Kelchner, USAF, Pennsylvania

U Bill Thomas, USAF, Maryland

U Tony Williams, USMC, Illinois
Congratulations to these honorable and deserving men who have given part of their lives to serving our country.    May 
God Bless you and your Families.
If you know of a Veteran who is older than 80 years, please drop me an email, text or give me a call. 
Thanks for your help!  Editor Eva
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