
January - February 2020 Page 1

VOLUME 90                         JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2020                            Eva Finley, National Retiree Editor

TX members with Texas Senator Ted Cruz

MO members with MO Senator Josh Hawley

Dave Cook, Congressman Tom Suozzi, 
Michael Silvestri Dave Laughlin

NC members with Congressman 
Mark Meadows

President Dan Heins and PMG Meg Brennan With 2020 Members

IL Members with Congressman 
Bill Foster (D-IL)

WI members with Andrew 
from Congressman 
Pocan's office

NJ members with Congressman Jeff Drew's Aide



Page 2 In The Mailbox

LEGISLATIVE 
SUMMIT

Steve Vanderhoof
UPMA Ret 

Legislative Chair

Well - we slayed them at 
the Legislative Summit!  

We had 125 retirees attending - out of a to-
tal of 420 members.  The Retirees’ Legislative 
Committee volunteered their assistance to 
Edmund Carley, National Legislative Chair, to 
work any office that the active postmasters and 
managers were having a difficult time schedul-
ing.  Since we did not hear the call to action for 
our committee, we fell in where we thought we 
would have the most impact.  
Some of our group was delayed getting into 
the buildings because of the security lines or 
stuck in traffic.  It rained most of the morning 
and the Metro suffered a problem on the Red 
line that delayed some of  members.  So we 
filled in and were able to be on time for our 
scheduled meetings until the others arrived. It 
is good to have some experience working the 
hill and knowing that what can go wrong, will.  
I don’t mind being early, but I refuse to be late.   
We recognized it would be helpful to have a 
retiree at each of the meetings with the leg-
islator’s aids because one of the topics to be 
discussed was about WEP/GPO.  Who knows 
more about that than those affected?  We were 
able to share real life stories about the devas-
tation this law has on our retirees.  
This year the members of the house did not 
return to work until Tuesday, February 25th;  
because most were traveling and unavailable 
to meet with us.  We spoke with each office 
with the legislative aid that is a subject mat-
ter expert about laws affecting the US Postal 
Service and the retirees.  In most cases the 
people we saw were knowledgeable about our 
issues.  In a couple of meetings we got a new 
person or someone who was a second or third 
string aid.  They were very attentive and took 
notes and we provided them with handouts for 
later review.  
I did not plan to talk about the H.R. 2382 USPS 
Fairness Act in this article, because I am sure 
the active postmasters will cover it in detail.  
However, something happened at one of the 
meetings that I feel very important to share.  
Two of the members of congress had voted 
“Nay” on the bill.  Surprisingly, since one has 
been a stanch supporter in the past.  I won’t 
share this member’s names.  No need to em-
barrass our friends  in congress in case their 
position is not based on accurate information.   
I believe that after we provide some addition-
al information they will be on board.  Their aid 
explained that the Congressman did not vote 

Now let’s shift to the Government Pension 
Offset (GPO) and Windfall Elimination 
Provision (WEP).  These both unfairly re-
duce the Social Security benefits for many 
CSRS annuitants.  USPS annuitants, as 
well as schoolteachers and government 
employees like fire fighters and police 
officers, are all treated the same. That is 
a huge pool of people in the same unfair 
situation. The aids told us of all the other 
organizations that want this fixed,  so we 
have a lot of leverage working with others 
in the same boat.    
The problem, as usual, is how they pay 
for the change.  It amounts to 10 billion 
dollars over ten years. My opinion is there 
should be a minimum amount, a base lim-
it, to prevent someone from receiving their 
spouse’s benefits without reduction if it 
falls under a reasonable level. H.R. 141, 
the Social Security Fairness act eliminates 
the provisions of GPO/WEP completely.  
My opinion is they won’t get that passed.  
H.R. 4540 and H.R. 3934 provide small 
adjustments and that might be the way 
to get it fixed.  I think they should “means 
test” these benefits and give full benefits 
to those lower income annuitants.  There 
are some real horror stories about how 
this bill puts survivors in poverty by the 
reduction.  We should focus on just those 
people who find themselves in the group.  
We have lots of support from other profes-
sional organizations and are not alone in 
this fight.  The worst impact of this law is 
our surviving spouses who retired with a 
small annuity and then get a huge reduc-
tion of their spouse’s benefits.  They only 
get 50% of their spouses’ annuity from So-
cial Security, then they get another reduc-
tion of over 60 %.  How unjust.
If you have questions about legislative 
issues that affect retirees, I would love to 
hear from you.  Below is my contact infor-
mation. I might be playing golf or riding  a 
motorcycle, but I check all my emails and 
phone messages daily and will get back 
with you. Or else someone will provide 
you a copy of my death certificate. Just 
kidding, but I am serious about responding 
to people that took the time to contact me.  
I noticed in past articles that I did not pro-
vide my contact info, but Postal people 
are very resourceful and I was sure if you 
wanted to contact me you would find a way 
by contacting the national UPMA office.  
Your loyal retiree Legislative Chairman
UPMA    
Steven Vanderhoof
Springfield, Missouri 65804
(660) 886-0205
svanderhoof856@att.net 

for H.R. 2382.  They thought it would put a 
60 billion dollar unfunded liability on the gov-
ernment (OPM) for the US Postal Service 
(USPS) retiree’s health care benefits.  Their 
position is that it goes back to a status quo, 
prior to the 5.5 billion dollar annual pre-fund-
ing requirement.  It does but is  something 
we could live with waiting for postal reform 
to be approved.  
One Congressman’s “Nay” vote hurt me per-
sonally since I had visited with him before.  
This revelation made me feel I had not done 
my job to keep our Congressman properly 
informed.  
I went back to our organizations leaders and 
asked if that is true.  Our opinion is - it is 
not.  I asked if our National Officers and our 
Legislative Representatives at UPMA head-
quarters in Washington, D.C. would follow 
up with him or his staff.  We wish to hear 
their concerns and provide any information 
they might need to support this legislation to 
remove the pre-funding requirement for the 
US Postal Service.
Their opinion of the reason for voting against 
the bill has NEVER been brought up before.  
I have done lobby activities for the National 
Association of Postmaster of America (NA-
PUS) for years and now as the National 
Committee Chair for UPMA Retired.  That 
concern has never been raised with me.
Here is what I learned asking about their 
position on this subject. We (USPS) pay 
as we go on retirement benefits. Hence the 
term “Pre-funding” as the H.R. 2382 is titled 
means paying in advance.  We are pre-paid 
already to the tune of about 38 billion for that 
expense. They say it is over 50% funded, ad-
ditionally to the requirement for the 5.5 billion 
pre-funding. That is much more than almost 
all retirement funding programs. I remember 
in the past Corporations bought out compa-
nies so they could raid their retirement pre-
funding plans and then sell off the assets 
and make huge profits for the shareholders. 
That is disgusting to me. I believe the gov-
ernment stepped in and fixed that, although 
I personally know someone that just recently 
got their retirement compensation cut in half. 
We have been paying as we go in the USPS.  
If OPM says otherwise I have not ever heard 
it.
I will continue to work on this issue and do 
more research.  I am sure they are not right, 
because our organization thinks otherwise.  
Also, 306 house members voted for the bill 
and only 106 voted “Nay”.   So this congress-
man/woman is swimming upstream against 
the current.  I am sure they want to rectify 
this when UMPA provides the material to 
them. 
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UPMA 2020 
LEGISLATIVE

SUMMIT
James Dillard 

UPMA Ret 
Vice President

Many of you were missed at the UPMA 
2020 Legislative Summit
Our UPMA news outlets, UPMA Gold, 
In The Mailbox, The Leader and USPS 
Retiree E-News Letter keep us well 
informed. If you have read any or all 
of these publications there is nothing 
new, I can say. But I have a question! 
Why is attendance LOW? 
PMG Megan Brennan was there to 
inform us about the current status of 
the USPS and took question from the 
audience concerning our personal job 
situation. It is very disturbing to think 
of the possibility that the USPS could 
close in 3 or 4 years because of deplet-
ed funds. That is why it is so vital that 
we need you to attend the Legislative 
Summit and to visit our Congressmen 
and Congresswomen even if they are 
not in their offices. Their Aides will en-
sure they receive the information and 
inform them of our visit.
We received a lot of valuable infor-
mation at the Legislative Summit but 
low attendant really got my attention. 
Retiree membership in February 2019 
was 9559 members. In February 2020 
it is 8992 a difference of 567 members. 
What happen? In the words of a Viet 
Nam Veteran that is concerted MIA. I 
need your help to find these members.
And by the way, I really missed those 
Cherry Blossoms too!

LET US MAKE A COMMITMENT TO 
BETTER OUR LIVES AND UPMA 

Michael Silvestri
UPMA Ret Legislative Committee 

Change is never easy.  
Old habits are difficult 
to break.  We set goals 
for the new year to 

make ourselves better and or our life 
better but; when we fail, we tend to be-
come complacent.  We fall back to our 
old ways and accept what happens.  
This year I have made a commitment 
to improve my retirement and to help 
improve the life of the active members 
of UPMA.  I have taken the first step 
of making things better for all Postal 
employees active and retired.  I have 
studied the current legislation and have 
taken the necessary steps to make this 
legislation become law.   
I along with over four hundred other 
dictated UPMA members have re-
turned for visiting our representatives 
on Capitol Hill.  We attempted and 
were successful in educating members 
of the House and Senate on the impor-
tance of Postal Service.  We discussed 
the importance of our pay and benefits. 
We explained the need to continue the 
cola for retirees.  Univertical Service 
was one of the main topics, how it is 
important to maintain Univertical Ser-
vice for the good of all Americans.  I will 
continue to maintain my relationship 
with my elected representatives for the 
entire year/ 
My next goal is to encourage you work-
ing and retired member to join me in 
improving our job and our retirement.  
You need to continue bring our mes-
sage to congress and the senate.  
Don’t let some four hundred mem-
bers be the voice in the wilderness.  I 
know that not all could make the trip to 
Washington D.C.  You can take time to 
contact your elected official and contin-
ue to bring the message to them.  It 
is important for them to hear from all 
of you.  Numbers help to bring legisla-
tion to the floor and to be voted on and 

passed.  It is not difficult to reach 
out to your representative. Go on 
to www.house.gov; www.senate.
gov; Before you email our repre-
sentative go to the UPMA website 
and read over the position papers 
that you will find under government 
relations. Look over the position pa-
pers.  Then simply ask your repre-
sentative to support the bills on the 
position papers.  It is that easy.  Be-
low is listed several bills that I think 
are important:         

H. Res. 33—Nonbinding House 
resolution opposing privatization 
of the U.S. Postal Service; 267 
cosponsors. 
H.R. 141—Legislation to elimi-
nate the Social Security Wind-
fall Elimination Provision (WEP) 
and Government Pension Offset 
(GPO); 244 cosponsors. 
H.R. 1254—Legislation to pro-
vide a full cost-of-living adjust-
ment to FERS and CSRS annui-
tants; 18 cosponsors. 
S 521—Legislation to eliminate 
the requirement that the USPS 
prefund future retiree health pre-
miums; 37 cosponsors.  
H.R. 2517—Legislation to allow 
the USPS to accept and deliver 
alcoholic beverages; 42 cospon-
sors. 
H.R. 3934—Legislation to re-
place the WEP with a more eq-
uitable formula; 44 cosponsors. 
S 26 Vote by Mail 15 cosponsors 
H R 92 Vote by Mail 35 cospon-
sors  

Please join me in making the  Postal 
Service continue to serve the Amer-
ican public and continue to protet 
your job and benefits.  

Did anyone have "Tax Day" experiences while they were 
active Postmasters?  Let us hear your story.  

Send to the Editor at inthemailboxeditor@usa.net.
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DAVE ELLIS
US AIR FORCE 1954-1977

Dave was stationed at Lackland AFB, in Tex-
as for his basic training.  Then at Keesler AFB 
Tech School, Hunter AFB, Savannah GA, 
Morrocco, Little Rock AFB, AR, Offut AFB NB 
(Sac HQ), Brize 
Norton AFB, En-
gland, Vietnam, 
Whiteman AFB, 
MO, Goose AFB, 
Mt. Home AFB, 
ID, Panama Ca-
nal Zone and then 
back to Little Rock 
AFB until retire-
ment.

FROM THE 
SECRETARY

Mandy Whitten

Greetings Retirees,
In January your exec-
utive board attended 
the Steakout in Flor-

ida. If you have never been you might 
want to put this on your bucket list. Over 
100 retirees and a few active gathered for 
lunch and a great social outing. Hats off to 
Barbara Whidden and the Florida chapter 
for a wonderful day. The retiree executive 
board met and a few things we discussed 
were membership, state conventions and 
articles for in the mail box. If you have 
concerns or ideas you would like recog-
nized contact a board member or mem-
bers so that it can be discussed. 
I’m just getting home from Washington D 
C where we had the largest group in at-

FROM THE PARLIAMENTARIAN
John Ball, Parliamentarian

I am honored to be appointed Parliamentarian by President Rodney Boland for the year 2020.  It is my 
duty and responsibility to advise the presiding officer on questions of parliamentary law.  In addition, I am 
available to give advice to other officers, committee chairs, executive board and the general membership.  
After giving my advice, it is up to the presiding officer to take my advice or disregard it before making his/
her decision.   When call upon, I assist the president in preparing the agenda and develop a meeting script.  
All of my work is done before the president hit the gavel to open the meeting.  Next year the Rules of Order 

Newly Revised 12th Edition will be available for sale.

JAMIE CHACON
NAVY & MARINES  1955-1978
Jamie Chacon served in the U.S. 
Navy and then as a Corpsman with 
the U.S. Marine Corps.

After return-
ing from a 
t e m p o r a r y 
disability re-
tirement, he 
joined the 
U.S. Army 
Reserve and 
later retired.   

BUTCH BELANGER
USMC, Retired

tendance since our change from Legis-
lative Conference to Legislative Summit. 
We had about 75 retirees in attendance. 
The retirees met on Sunday night where 
we discussed things the retirees would 
like to know more about. Such as, health 
benefits, travel agency, cola, and less 
entertainment for the retiree luncheon at 
national in St Louis this year. 
 It is now time that most states are plan-
ning their state conventions. If you would 
please send me a list of new officers after 
your convention is over. I will need this 
so the Website can be updated. There 
is a list of new officers that you can print 
off the website. Thank you in advance 
for your help!  My wish for each state 
is to have a great convention with a lot 
of members present. Be sure to invite a 
first timer retiree to go with you. Let’s get 
them involved. 
The 2020 Retiree directory is in the mail.  

One to every Area Rep, each committee 
chair and their committee, with each state 
President getting two. We only printed 
250 I do have a few left If you would like 
to have one please let me know.  I made 
several mistakes in the directory and I 
apologize. I put a table of contents but 
forgot to number the pages. Then under 
Sergeant-At-Arms committee Dominick 
Spadaro is chairman but top of next page 
says Margie Jacobson, she’s on the By-
Laws committee. Turn the page and you 
will see Beverly LeNoir and Liz Forsell 
they are on Dominick’s committee.  If you 
would like to print your own copy just go 
to the website it is available there. The 
website is www.unitedpma.org go to re-
tirees. Also, you will find the scholarship 
application which can be printed as well. 
Thank y’all for all you do for our organi-
zation. I’m here if you need me.  Please 
enjoy this spring weather!!  
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NY members with Elise Stefanik(R-NY)

TX membersMO members

NC members

TX members
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NY Dave Laughlin, Dave Cook,
Congressman Lee Zeldin aide Mary Hrinkevich,
Michael Silvestri, Steve Steinbaum

NY Michael Silvestri, Congresswoman 
Kathleen Mike's aide Mike Deamkos, Steve 
Steinbaum, Dave Laughlin, & Frank Kouba

MO membersPMG Meg Brennan

NC Members with President Dan Heins
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Steve Staples  
Area 1

Representing Maine, 
Vermont, Massachusetts, 

and New Hampshire

Wayne Orshak  
Area 3

Representing 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania 

and Delaware

Sheila Scadden   
Area 5

Representing 
DC, Maryland, Virginia

and West Virginia

Donna Laud    
Area 6

Representing 
Florida, Georgia, North 

Carolina & South Carolina

Rosa Gonzales   
Area 11

Representing 
Texas & Louisiana

Jerry Nassen 
Area 15

Representing 
 Alaska, Idaho, Montana, 
Oregon and Washington  

More
from
DC

Bill Tierney 
Area 9

Representing 
Minnesota, North Dakota, 
South Dakot & Wisconsin

MO members

NY members
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GETTING 
THE MOST 

OUT OF 
UPMA

Keith Miner

Well, we just completed what I consid-
er to be another successful Legisla-
tive Summit on Capitol Hill. Attendence 
seemed to be a great mix of both active 
members and retirees. It was a nice sur-
prise that we had to move our “class-
room” session to another nearby hotel 
because so many attended.  As always, 
the UPMA and visiting presenters did a 
great job of laying out our legislative con-
cerns and positions that we took to the 
Hill on Tuesday February 25th.  
True of most UPMA events, you’ll nev-
er know what happens at the strangest 
times.  As many of you know, I am a re-
tired Army paratrooper.  While waiting 
outside Congresswoman Elise Stefanik’s 
(R-NY) office, I spotted a group of  three 
military officers walking down the hall-
way, deep in conversation, with about 4 
or 5 security guards around them.  The 
shortest officer was wearing an Army 
101st Airborne Division combat patch on 
his right shoulder.  SOOOOOOO, in the 
time-honored tradition of the paratrooper 
brotherhood, I yelled out”Hey, Airborne, 
what’s up?”  The group stopped and the 
aforementioned officer turned around 
and at that point all I saw was stars..........
four of them to be exact.  The officer was 
none other than Army General Mike Mil-
ley, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.  
The general (much to the surprise of his 
entourage who thought he was going to 
rip me a new orifice) turned, smiled, and 
said “Hey, Airborne, who were you with?” 
After reciting all the airborne units I had 
served with, the general said “Hooah” 
(another rite between airborne brethren) 
to which I responded “Hooah, sir!” and 
then the general and his senior military 
aide (an Army full bull colonel) went in 
to meet with Congresswoman Stefanik.  
While the rest of the NY UPMA/UPMAR 
delegation waited in the hallway, I asked 
one of the security guards if it would be 
possible to get a picture of our NY mili-
tary veterans with the general when he 
left.  The guard told me that “the Gener-
al never poses for pictures” but that he 
could feel some “strange Airborne cam-

eraderie in the air” so anything was 
possible.  Sure enough, when the 
general came out, he was all smiles 
and said "I hear some vets want a 
picture with me.”  I doubt that GEN 
Milley reads our publications, but if 
he does, I would like to thank him for 
giving some old vets a great thrill.
My wife tells me that she hates to go 
anywhere with me because I know 
people everywhere.  Sure enough, 
when we got into Elise’s office (she 
doesn’t mind that she gets called by 
her first name as she feels it keeps 
her in touch with her constituents), I 
found out she had recently moved to 
my original hometown of Schuyler-
ville, NY just down the road from my 
mother and that, of course, caused 
me to dominate the conversation 
with Elise for a short while on mem-
ory lane, friends and acquaintances.  
We finally got down to the purpose 
of our visit to the Hill, promoting and 
supporting the USPS.
From my vantage point, we had a 
good visit on the Hill.  The Members 
of Congress that we met with sup-
port the USPS and are co-sponsors 
on the resolutions and bills that we 
are promoting, HR 141& S. 521, H. 
Res. 33 and 54, HR 2382, HR 1254, 
and HR 1553.  The unfortunate re-
ality is that movement this year on 
postal issues is unlikely due to the 
impeachment issue and the elec-
tion in the fall.  That is why it will 
be critical to stay in touch with your 
elected representatives to keep our 
concerns at the forefront.  Take the 
time to learn who sits on the follow-
ing Congressional Committees- the 
House Committee on Oversight and 
Reform, the House Ways and Means 
Committee, the Senate Committee 
of Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs, and the Senate Fi-
nance Committee.  If your elected 
officials sit on any of these commit-
tees, it is critical that you continue to 
seek their support.
I’ve rambled on long enough.  Take 
the time to attend your District 
Swings, maybe even visit a neigh-
boring district gathering, and let's all 
meet at our State and National Con-
ventions.  In the meantime, be well, 
be safe, and be UPMA Strong!

TOGETHERNESS
Shirley T. Johnson

UPMA Retired Chaplain

Proverbs: Chapter 3: 
verse 6  “In all ways 
acknowledge him and 
he will make your path 

straight.”
Our UPMA organization came full cir-
cle for the “lap blanket” project for our 
military veterans.  I pause to thank Eva 
Finley, our National Retiree Editor, for 
her initial thought and hard work, among 
with many other UPMA members from 
other chapters. Our organization made 
a difference in recognizing our soldiers 
that gave us so much, defending our 
country through many wars.
It’s amazing what we can accomplish 
when we come together and work as 
a TEAM.   It’s even more gratifying to 
watch the progress we’re making as one 
organization.  Are we there yet?  We’re 
getting closer and all indications reveal 
we will be there soon. 
Many members from our two previous 
organizations (NAPUS/League) have 
worked tirelessly as one team to ac-
complish the goals that have been set 
forth.  It’s often not easy making chang-
es, however, we will continue to work 
together as one body to accomplish the 
task.   
UPMA is endowed with much talent, 
knowledge and skills that can only move 
us forward.  When I recall the mentors 
that have assisted in my postal growth, 
it keeps me humble.
Lastly, may we continue to reach out 
to each other as we follow this journey.  
Our rewards will be given at the end of 
our road.

IN OUR 
NEXT ISSUE:
SOC Registration 
and Information.  

Put October 8-11 on 
your Calendar for this 

unique experience.
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LOIS BARBOUR
Submitted by Linda Carter

Lois Barbour, PM Retired, Hender-
son NC, was a patient at Wake Med-
ical Center with several blood clots in 
her lungs. She had arthroscopic knee 
surgery and it was unknown if the 
two were related. Lois is very active 
in UPMA and currently serves as NC 
Retired Vice-President.  She is past 
NC Chapter (NAPUS) and past NC 
Retiree President (NAPUS). Cards 
may be sent to her at 125 Bobbitt 
Road, Clayton NC 27520.

Prayers for our UPMA 
Family

Let us all remember all of the our 
UPMA family affected by the earth-
quakes, floods, fires, and tornados 
which have created destruction in 
many areas of our country.  Our 
UPMA families have been  touched 
by this lost of their property and pos-
sessions. We ask for prayers contin-
ue to ease their pain and heartaches 
and may God’s mercy give them the 
strength to rebuild their lives and 
homes.  

BRUCE ABBOTT
From Roberta Hoag, NJ Sec/Treas, Retired

We are sad to announce the passing 
of Bruce Abbott, PM Retired of Scotch 
Plains, NJ.  Bruce was a veteran of the 
Vietnam Conflict before being honorably 
discharged in 1965.  He worked as a let-
ter carrier in Scotch Plaines before be-
coming Postmaster in 1984.  He retired 
in October 1992.  Cards may be mailed to 
the Abbott Family, 1192 Hetfield, Scotch 
Plains NJ 07076.

ALICE  BOLAND 
From Roberta Hoag, NJ Sec/Treas, Retired

Alice Boland, past Sec/Treas of NK 
League/NAPUS, passed away on Febru-
ary 24, at the age of 66.  She was Post-
master Retired of Hadden Heights, NJ.  
Please keep her family and friends in your 
prayers.

GORDON STRATER
AND FAMILY

From Roberta Hoag, NJ Sec/Treas, Retired

Gordon Strater, Post Co-President, NJ 
Chapter, UPMA, lost his father on Febru-
ary 26.  Condolences may be mailed to 
him at 525 Blanchard Ave., Runnemeade 
NJ 08078.

JOHN 
“ZIPPY” SIEWERT

From Marlys Timm

John “Zippy” Siewert, PM Retired, Gay-
lord MN, died unexpectedly in January 
while leaving a community meeting. He 
waswalking across the street to go to 
church choir practice and was killed by an 
impaired driver in downtown Gaylord.  He 
was 85 years old.  His funeral services in-
cluded full Military honors. Cards of sym-
pathy can be mailed to the Siewert Family 
at PO Box 1, Gaylord MN 55334-0001.

FAMILY OF
CAROLYN HATCH

From Walt Borla

Sympathy to the family of Carolyn Hatch, 
PM Retired, Hanksville, UT, whose hus-
band Steven passed away the first week 
of February.  Cards may be mailed to Car-
olyn and family at P O Box 27, Hanksville 
UT  84724.

ALLEN LANIER
FORMER NATIONAL EDITOR

By Debra Alums

Allen Lanier, PM, Retired, Guyton GA, 
passed away on December 7, 2019.  
He served a PM in Guyton GA for over 
30 years.  He was the National Editor 
of the Postmaster’s Advocate published 
by the National League of Postmasters 
for decades.  Allen was best known 
for his motivational speaking at USPS 
events all across the country. In 2002 
he opened Mossy Oak Music Park, 
which has hosted 55 Bluegrass Festi-
vals.  Allen’s love of Bluegrass devel-
oped with his children being musicians. 
He lost his beloved daughter, Rebecca 
Rose to cancer in 2013. He is survived 
by his son, Doug, 12 grandchildren 
and 8 great grandchildren.  Allen was a 
friend and mentor to so many, his lega-
cy lives on in those he influenced.  
One of my favorite presentations that 
he did was “The Dash”, a poem with a 
lesson for life.  There are two days in 
your life that will “stop traffic.”  The first 
is the day you were born when every-
one gathers around the nursery to see 
you and the last is the day that cars pull 
over by the side of the road in honor 
of your final ride.  The point was that 
it’s not the beginning or the end that’s 
important but what you did in the mid-
dle.  How did Allen use his “Dash”?  
the share laughter, to inspire ideas, to 
make others feel important by remem-
bering so much about them, but most 
of all, to share his faith.  I am honored 
to have called him my friend.  In lieu of 
flowers, the family requests that dona-
tionals be made in Mr. Lanier’s memory 
to the American Cancer Society, 515 
Denmark ST., Suite 500, Statesboro 
GA 30458.  Condolences can be sent to 
this son, doug, 533 Old Louisville Road, 
Guyton GA 31312.  

BOB LEVI
AND FAMILY

We are sad to learn of the death of Bob 
Levi’s father in February.  Cards may be 
mailed to Bob and wife, Susan, to 520 
Lamberton Drive, Silver Spring, MD 
20902.

DAVID LAUGHLIN
AND FAMILY

From Mike Silvestri, NY Chapter President

It is with my deepest sympathy and 
condolences that I must inform you that 
Edith B. Laughlin passed away peace-
fully March 4th.  She was the mother of 
David Laughlin, Retired PM of Selden 
NY.  David was also President of  the 
Suffolk County Chapter.  He also served 
as a National Vice-President of our orga-
nization.  David is presently is the UPMA 
NYS Chapter Parliamentarian.  Cards 
and condolences may be sent to David 
Laughlin at 35 Adobe Drive, Shirley, NY 
11967-3325. 
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FROM 

MARTI MILLER
NY STATE SEC/TREAS, RETIREES

I would like to thank everybody for the cards 
and the well-wishes since my fall in Decem-
ber. It is very difficult for me to stay put.  Since 
my fall in December I have had uplifting times 
between the mail, phone calls and my Kindle 
Fire.   Before I retired, I was buying books like 
crazy.  In addition to the stacks at the book-
case, I have four huge boxes with unread 
books.  I thought in retirement I would have 
time to read them.  I was wrong.  Normally, I 
don’t have time to read, except at bedtime.  
Now my busy life has been sidelined and 
it’s time to read!  Thank you to Mike Silvestri 
and David Cook for their concern for me and 
letting others know about the fractures in my 
spine.  I am so grateful for my UPMA family!

FROM

WALT BORLA
PM RETIRED

Allow me to thank the many UPMA friends of 
mine who flooded me with so many birthday 
greetings.  I deeply appreciate this act of kind-
ness in my old age.  May I recite the words 
of encouragement I received from my great 
grandson on my day: “Guess what Grandpa, 
only six more years and you will be 100.”  I 
had a most enjoyable day as my sons took 
me to dinner at an Italian restaurant.  Thank 
you all once again.  If you did not mail Walt 
a card and would still like to, his address is 
Walt Borla, Sunrise Senior Center, 2130 East 
9400 South #250, Sandy, UT 84093.  Happy 
late Birthday, Walt.  

SUMNEYTOWN POST OFFICE 
CELEBRATES 200 YEARS IN 2019

SUBMITTED BY 
JOHN JOHNSON, PM RETIRED

(With permission of Editor Larry Roeder, Town and Country)

The origin of the Sumney PA Post Of-
fice goes back to the early 1800s and 
includes the move to its current home 
located in the General Store  across 
the highway at the Intersection of the 
Sumneytown Pike and the Kings High-
way (later renamed as the Geryville 
Pike) in 1819.  
Prior to 1775, the oversight in the deliv-
ery of mail was under the control of the 
British in the Colonies.  This was usu-
ally accomplished by coach or soldier 
which brought the mail to a hotel or inn 
in the community or village.  After July 
26, 1776, the delivery of the mail was 
under the oversight and control of the 
Second continental congress.  The ho-
tel in Sumneytown Pennsylvania was 
still the receiving and dispatching point 
for incoming and outgoing mail, which in 
most instances was transported on the 
Springhouse to Allentown stage route.  
It is exciting to think that the local office 
opened just 40 years after the continen-
tal congress named Benjamin franklin as 
the First Postmaster General in 1775.  
Imagine the written words and packag-
es that have crossed the counter since 
1815. 
Over the years mail arrived y horseback, 
stagecoach, wagon and finally motorized 
vehicles.  The Post Office was opened 
eight years  before Congress designat-
ed navigable wasters as post roads, 10 
years before the creation of the dead let-
ter office, 23 years before congress des-
ignated railroads as postal routes, and 
32 years before postage stamps were 
used.  
In Theodore Beans’ 1884 History of 
Montgomery County  informs us that 
that the “we cannot say at what exact 
time the Post Office was established, but 
that it was previous to 1827.”  In another 
section of the publication, Beans writes, 
“prior to 1800 the total number of post 
offices in Montgomery County was two.”  
In 1819 he places the Sumneytown Post 

Office on the list of those estab-
lished before 1816.  Other, and 
later, historical place the year at 
1815.  Part of the confusion can 
be pointed to different spellings 
of the village.  
With the help of the USPS and 
the cooperation of all of the local 
Postmasters, the 1963 Sumney-
town Bi-Centennial publication 
displays a list of Postmasters 
provided to them from the Postal 
Department.  The list identifies 
Jacob Boyer as the first Post-
master.  His appointment was 
made on February 9, 1815.  
Some additional understanding 
can be had when we remember 
that the early post offices were 
little more that a counter in a lo-
cal business establishment or 
private home, and that the pro-
prietor performed the duties of 
a Postmaster without the title.  It 
is believed that the postal ser-
vice moved across the street into 
the General Store around 1819.  
That store was located in the 
same building which houses the 
post office today.  Local gunpow-
der mill owner Lorenze Jacoby 
constructed the building in 1790 
to the house the General mer-
chandising business of Jacob 
Geiger.  
When you walk into the Sumney-
town Post Office today, it doesn’t 
take much imagination to appre-
ciate and enjoy the rustic beauty 
it maintains inside and out.  The 
current Postal Support employee 
manning the Sumneytown Post 
Office since 2019 is Liz Robin-
son.  Her job is to ten to around 
85 box holders and provide over-
the-counter postal services to the 
local folks who still call that facil-
ity theirs. 

For Areas that are 
hosting Fall Conferences, 
please send information to

inthemailboxeditor@usa.net
so it can be publicized 

in the 
March/April Issue.

The views expressed in the UPMA Retiree IN THE MAILBOX newsletter are those 
of the writer, and are not necessarily those of the USPS or of UPMA.
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