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FROM THE 
PRESIDENT'S DESK

Rodney Boland
UPMA Ret National President

UPMA Retired and Friends,
There seems to be a lot of confusion 
about this year's national convention 
and retirees participation in it so let 
me make a few comments.  Since the 
Covid 19 pandemic began President 
Dan and I have been in almost con-
stant communication concerning the 
national convention and the safety of 
our members.  A lot of factors went 
into decisions that were made.  UPMA 
had the entire Marriott Hotel reserved 
for the entire week of our convention.  
If we had just cancelled the conven-
tion the cancellation fee for their loss 
of income would have been in excess 
of $477,000.00.  However the virus 
changed everyone's plans.  The hotel 
negotiated with us for a date in 2022, 
a business meeting in October and a 
cancellation fee of $30,000.00.  We 
are the ones who requested to change 
our plans and the hotel did have time 
and money invested in planning this 
year's convention which is only right 
that they be compensated for. Another 
point that everyone needs to remem-
ber is that President Heins did not 
make these decisions, the national ex-
ecutive board voted for everything that 
was done so any criticism of him is 
way off base.  President Heins did not 
create this mess, he just inherited it. 
Since this all started your retiree exec-
utive board has met by telecom every 

two weeks and for over a month we 
have met at least every week. We 
have looked at all of the issues relat-
ed to retirees participation and their 
safety and welfare at the national 
convention.  If the social distancing 
measures remained in place there 
would be no luncheon, banquet, 
hospitality room and possibly not 
enough seats in the meeting room 
for everyone.  The retirees had no 
bylaw changes submitted, there 
will be no time and place voting this 
year, no proposed dues changes 
to vote on either.  All that retirees 
would do is vote for a secretary and 
treasurer.  Our retiree bylaws state 
that officers will serve for two years 
OR until their replacement is elect-
ed so it will be business as usual 
until their replacements are elect-
ed.  Over 20 retirees contacted me 
before any decisions were made 
and were in favor of cancelling re-
tiree attendance at this year's con-
vention.  Also, over 30 had request-
ed a refund of registration so that's 
over 50 retirees who expressed 
their opinion.  Remember, retirees 
are the high risk group.
Decisions had to be made by the 
national board and the retiree 
board well in advance of August 1st 
so that members could make plans 
for plane reservations and arrange-
ments that just can't wait until the 
last minute.  We didn't know if tours 
would run, if restaurants would be 
open or if local places of interest 
would be open.  With so much un-
certainty and with the virus still out 
there the decisions were made to 
scale way back on the convention 
and eliminate retiree participation, 
mainly out of concern for your 
health and safety.  If we have erred, 
it was on the side of your safety .
I hope that everyone stays safe 
and I look forward to seeing you as 
soon as possible.

Deadline for next issue of In The Mailbox is 
August 15th -- Send your Photos, Articles & News to 
     inthemailboxeditor@usa.net

Don't Forget!
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A LEADER, A LADY 
AND A POSITIVE 

PERSON…WHO JUST 
HAPPENED TO BE 

THE FIRST FEMALE 
POSTMASTER 

GENERAL
Compiled by 

Debra Alums

In February 2015, Megan Bren-
nan made history as the first female 
Postmaster General. She was not a 
stranger to the USPS or UPMA. Her 
bio reads like the dream roadmap of 
any entry level USPS employee, and 
her accomplishments read like the 
success story that every Postal Man-
ager would hope to achieve. As her 
five-year tenure as Postmaster Gener-
al comes to an end, let’s reflect on the 
way UPMA members have comment-
ed on her tenure.
Retiree, Mike Sheely started with Me-
gan in Lancaster, PA. He shared the 
following thoughts. “I knew immedi-
ately that Megan was destined for 
greater good in the USPS. She had a 
lexicon far greater than most and her 
intelligence level far exceeded most, 
in my estimation. Megan quickly got 
into management and I watched her 
move through the ranks, she worked 
with others like Pat Donahoe and Clar-
ence Lewis. What impressed me most 
about Megan was her listening skills 
and her ability to respond or rebuff 
quickly. In doing that, she was clear, 
concise, and understandable to the re-
cipient. Most notable, for me, was that 
Megan was a friend.”
Washington Chapter Secretary, Di-
ana Schuler wrote in the Cascade 
Connection, “It was a real pleasure to 
see Megan Brennan one last time as 
our PMG to hear her concerns and to 
see she has a heart and vision for the 
Postal Service to succeed.”
Mississippi, The Magnolia Editor, Bar-
bara Morris, saluted PMG Brennan’s 
expected retirement in the December 
newsletter with Robert M. Duncan, 
Chairman of the Board of Governors 
comments on the PMG’s retirement 
announcement. Duncan was quoted 
as saying, “The Governors greatly ap-
preciate her leadership and devotion 
to the Postal Service. Having begun 
her career as a letter carrier more than 

three decades ago, Megan has a 
fundamental understanding of the 
important role this organization 
plays in communities around the 
country and to our broader econ-
omy.”  Brennan responded with a 
sincere gratitude to the men and 
women of the United States Post-
al Service. “I have had the priv-
ilege to work with you over the 
course of my 33-year career. You 
embody the spirit of public service, you 
earn the trust of the American people 
every day, and you continually reinforce 
my reverence for this institution and my 
abiding belief in our mission.”
In November of 2019, PMG Brennan 
presided at the unveiling of the 2019 
Holiday Wreath stamps hosted by L.L. 
Bean in Freeport, Maine. Retired Post-
master from Bowdoinham, Barbara 
Swiderski attended the event and visit-
ed with PMG Brennan. Barbara shared 
the PMG’s comments at the ceremony 
as an example of her genuine connec-
tion to holiday spirit. PMG Brennan said, 
“The wreaths on the door may express 
the shared spirit of the holidays… of 
family… and good will to others.”
The Music City Annex was dedicated on 
February 18, 2020 in Nashville, Tennes-
see. As the dedication plaque pictures 
were being taken, PMG Brennan invited 
Tennessee UPMA President, Sherwin 
Taylor to share holding the plaque. Lat-
er, she also graciously posed for a selfie 
with Sherwin and Vicki Fogle. What an 
amazing, inspirational example of the 
PMG that has served as a Role Model 
for so many female USPS Managers.
Arkansas Leader Editor Teresa Shelton 
perhaps captures the three adjectives in 
the article title when she pens the fol-
lowing paragraphs in her tribute to the 
PMG in the Spring 2020 issue.
"Many times, in her speeches, she 
would say “family comes first”. A few 
years back, one District mandated a 
blanket no leave during peak season 
policy for Postmasters regardless of 
the staffing. As this was brought to her 
attention from the convention floor, she 
advised them to send their 3971’s to her 
and she would approve them. Again, her 
commitment to her employees. When 
she would stand before us and say she 
was taking a concern back – she did ex-
actly that. While she had a business to 
run, she took care of her employees and 
expected the District’s to do the same. 

In most every speech, she would en-
courage us to get outside our comfort 
zones. If it doesn’t challenge you - it 
won’t change you.  I have worked un-
der many PMG’s during my career 
but none as committed, dedicated 
and genuine as Megan Brennan. Her 
shoes will definitely be hard to fill. 
Dig in, get your hands dirty, work 
alongside your employees. Set ex-
pectations and hold everybody equally 
accountable. Determination is nothing 
without dedication and hard work. Her 
success, as well as ours, didn’t come 
from taking the elevator.  To be effec-
tive and successful you have to take 
the stairs."
Former NAPUS and UPMA Co-Pres-
ident, Tony Leonardi said, “I worked 
directly with PMG Brennan for five 
years. I knew her to be a lady of high 
integrity, high purpose, and a passion 
for the United States Postal Service. 
She comes from a Postal family and 
that is evident in every decision she 
makes. She has been a true leader.”
Sean Acord, League President and 
UPMA Co-President said, “As Eastern 
Area VP, COO and PMG, I consider it 
a privilege to have known and worked 
with Ms. Brennan. Her demeanor in 
whatever position she held was unwav-
ering. Her open-door policy was not just 
a saying.  She always showed respect 
and serves as a true example of leader-
ship that others should aspire to.”  
If we had hoped for the bar to be set 
high by the First Female Postmaster 
General, we would be evaluating Me-
gan Brennan’s performance as “Far 
exceeds”. She has not only set the bar 
for any females that follow but she has 
set the bar for all future Postmaster 
Generals. To sum it up, she is a Lead-
er, a Lady, a Positive Person and SO 
MUCH MORE… that just happened to 
be the First Female Postmaster Gen-
eral. We honor your service and wish 
you happiness and health in your re-
tirement!
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THE POWER 
OF THE 

INVISIBLE
Keith Miner

Greetings again one 
and all.  Wow, so 

much has happened since our last 
edition that it is difficult to know where 
to start. I guess the best way to start is 
that I hope everyone is safe, healthy, 
and protected from this vile virus that 
has so affected our lives.
We have just celebrated our great na-
tional holiday of Memorial Day. It is, in 
addition to the unofficial start of sum-
mer, a day we set aside to remember 
those who gave their lives is service 
to our country.  While the intent of this 
national memorial is to honor those 
who were killed in action, one can 
never go wrong honoring those who 
came home and continued to serve. I 
personally would like to raise my arm 
in salute to all of my UPMA brethren 
who have served our great country.  
Whether they are still serving with us 
or laid to rest, they are all deserving 
of our thanks, thoughts and prayers.
COVID-19 has slowed the progress 
of action for postal reform but that 
doesn't mean that we can or should 
relax our efforts to encourage our 
legislative representatives in both the 
House and the Senate to pass mean-
ingful legislation. Without true reform 
from Congress, the Postal Service 
will likely cease to be financially via-
ble by QTR1 FY21 (in other words, 
before the end of 2020). Let's contin-
ue to push our elected members of 
Congress to support postal reform. 
For any addition information, please 
visit the UPMA website.
I'm sure by now that everyone knows 
this year's state and national conven-
tion in St. Louis has been cancelled.  
While bitterly disappointing, I'm sure 
that the cancellation was made with 
the best interests of the membership 
in mind.  As of this writing, there have 
been no formal decisions on how we 
will execute alternative conventions.  
There is still an incredible amount of 
business that still needs to be con-
ducted including state and national 
elections as well as bylaw revisions.  
Please keep posted on when and 

how these conventions will be 
conducted.  My guess is that 
they will be in some form of a net 
meeting but please stay tuned.  
Just because we don't meet in 
person doesn't mean that busi-
ness does not go on.
This brings me to my final thought 
on "The Power of the Invisible".  I 
have shamelessly stolen this title 
from a sermon delivered by Timo-
thy Cardinal Dolan on Pentecost 
Sunday.  Cardinal Dolan is the 
Archbishop of  New York.  Since 
the shuttering of all churches in 
NY due to COVID-19, Cardinal 
Dolan has presided over Sunday 
Mass transmitted via YouTube 
in an effort to provide an outlet 
for the Catholic faithful to attend 
weekly Mass.  I'm no theologian 
but the crux of the sermon was 
this- there is tremendous power 
in what we can't see.  "Doubting 
Thomas"  would not believe until 
he saw the risen Christ.  Jesus 
appeared to Thomas and then 
said "Blessed are those who 
have not seen yet believe."  No 
matter what religion you practice, 
you can't see God yet the power 
of God is always present.  Here is 
my extrapolation of this sermon.  
You can't see faith, hope and love 
yet these are some of the most 
powerful concepts in our lives as 
well as driving principles of our 
organization.  I have faith that 
our relatives, friends and postal 
brethren who have gone before 
us watch over us and guide us.  
I have faith that this COVID-19 
pandemic will pass and that our 
personal lives and our organiza-
tion will be made whole and even 
better for having shouldered the 
burdens of this crisis.  Finally, I 
love being part of this organiza-
tion and cherish the opportunity 
to share and to serve with the 
membership.  Even though we 
cannot be together in person, we 
are all still together in spirit.  Isn't 
that also part of the "power of the 
invisible"?
Until we are together, be well and 
be safe.

Old age is golden, 
or so I 've heard i t  said,

But somet imes I  wonder, 
as I  crawl into bed;

With my ears in a drawer, 
my teeth in a cup,

My glasses on the table 
unt i l  I  get  up.

As sleep dims my vis ion, 
I  say to mysel f :

Is there anything else 
I  should lay on the shel f?

Chairman of the By-Laws Committee and SOC
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The Great State of Georgia 
Extends UPMA Members

a Peachy Welcome 

2020 Southern Officers Conference
October 8-11, 2020

Name_______________________________Title__________________________

Address_______________________________________State_____Zip________

Email_____________________________________State Representing__________
                        

March 1, 2020-September 1, 2020 $150.00
After September 1, 2020 and on site $175.00

The Crowne Plaza Atlanta Airport Hotel
1325 Virginia Ave

Atlanta, Ga. 30344
844-369-8559

Use code SOC UPMA deadline for room reservations Sept 16, 2020
Room Rate $115.00 per night (Breakfast NOT included)

Make checks to SOC 2020.   
Return Registration form and fee to 

SOC 2020 Roy Shaffer
162 Poplar Way

                                                  Winder, Ga.  30680-8318
 

Questions contact 
Louise Nix 706.878.6173, louisenix@yahoo.com 

or
Scarlet Middleton 912.288.4978, scarletis47@gmail.com 

 
Flying --- Atlanta International Airport ATL   

**airport shuttle service is included 
Driving --- Daily Parking fee at hotel $7.00

SEE YOU REAL SOON!!!



Page 6 In The Mailbox

LIFE’S LESSONS
Everything I need to know about life.  I learned from Noah’s Ark.

ONE:  Don’t miss the boat.
TWO:  Remember that we are all in the same boat.
THREE:  Plan ahead.  It wasn’t raining when Noah 
built the Ark.
FOUR:  Stay fit.  When you’re 600 years old, 
someone may ask you to do something really big.
FIVE:  Don’t listen to critics; just get on with the job 
that needs to be done.
SIX:  Build your future on high ground.

SEVEN:  For safety’s sake, 
travel in pairs.
EIGHT:  Speed isn’t always 
an advantage.  The snails
were on board with the cheetahs.
NINE:  When you’re stresses, float a while.
TEN:  Remember, the Ark was built by amateurs; the 
Titanic by professionals.
ELEVEN:  No matter the storm, when you are with 
God, there’s always a rainbow waiting.  



May - June 2020 Page 7

OPERATION POWER PACK
JOHN JOHNSON
US ARMY RETIRED

In 1965 I 
was sta-
tioned in 
Fort Bragg 
NC work-

ing the 3PM to 11:30 PM shift.  The shift 
was quiet but I did notice a significant 
increase in vehicular traffic coming onto 
Fort Bragg and the neighboring Pope Air 
Force Base.  Finishing my shift, I head-
ed back to my barracks and I noticed 
the Headquarters Building of the XVIII 
Airborne Corps was lit up. I knew some-
thing was amiss.  As I was trying to go to 
sleep, I felt the barracks vibrating as was 
the floor.  I thought to myself that they do 
a lot of things that made me feel glad I 
wasn’t a part of that unit – unscheduled 
drills, parachute drops – so I went back 
to sleep.  Shortly after 3 AM the lights 
came on and people were yelling orders 
to be in the mess hall in 5 minutes.  All 
150 of us assembled and found that we 
were being deployed immediately.  Some 
of us had to get the proper vehicles from 
the motor pool and go to the ammo dump 
to get the required ammunition.  Some 
had to mount machine guns on certain 
vehicles. Everyone had an assignment.  
Each of the 4 companies boarded tractor 
trailers if they were not assigned anoth-
er vehicle and we were in route to Pope 
AFB.  I finally realized what was shak-
ing the barracks – there were so many 
C-130 cargo planes landing and taking 
off, it sounded like a mini-earthquake.  I 
still didn’t know where we were going, 
but I felt pretty confident it was not ma-
neuvering or war games.  The Air Force 
loading personnel were continuously go-
ing about their assignments with great 
enthusiasm.  Everything was weighed 
and the calculations were calibrated by 
an airman with a slide rule.  It was a 
momentous sight to see as planes were 
coming in from all over the United States 
loading up with troops and equipment.  
About 45 minutes into our flight we were 
told we were on our way to the Domin-
ican Republic.  The company executive 
officer told us that there was a hostile 
takeover of the government. Americans 

Ready Group, 10,059 Naval Per-
sonnel of Task force 124 (includ-
ing the Aircraft Carrier Saratoga 
and 1,100 US Air Force Person-
nel.  The US Air Force ferried all 
the personnel, weapons, equip-
ment, medical and food supplies 
for this operation to succeed.   
When Operation Power Pack 
was declared over on Septem-
ber 21, 1965, 47 Americans had 
died, 172 were wounded and 111 
severely injured.  After that date 
there was a large reduction in 
US Forces.  A Battalion of Infan-
try and Military Police Company 
and support personnel remained 
until late 1966 of which I was 
one.  The 503rd Military Police 
Battalion was awarded the Dis-
tinguished Unit Citation for their 
performance.

and other foreign nationals were being 
held hostage and anti-American activity 
was rampant.  Our first objective on the 
ground was to find and set up a base of 
operations and secure it.  We would be 
taking charge of those captured or appre-
hended.  We were to assist in the rescue 
and evacuation of Americans and foreign 
nationals caught up in this uprising as 
their lives were in imminent danger, when 
called upon or discovered.  Our plane 
landed and maneuvered to the tarmac 
off the runway. As the ramp opened, our 
jeeps were running down the ramp and 
we heard the gunfire.  People and vehi-
cles were scattering not knowing where 
to go as the tarmac was wide open.  Most 
of us took cover on the ground as planes 
were waved off from landing.  Apparent-
ly, it was a firefight outside the fence with 
some airborne troopers and rebel forces.  
Our welcome gesture!  
Not many remember that event in histo-
ry as shortly after that day the massive 
build-up in Viet Nam was happening and 
the attention was focused to the oth-
er side of the world. The XVIII Airborne 
Corps and the quick response forces of 
our government were given the charge to 
bring the hostilities on this island nation 
to a cessation.  Its quick action mobilized 
12,439 Army personnel, 6,924 Marines 
aboard with the US Navy Caribbean 
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f Steve and Bill Brewer on 
trip to Seattle

POSTMASTER 
CONVENTIONS

 BY 
MOTORCYCLE

Steve Vanderhoof
UPMA Ret Legislative 
Committee Chairman

We thought it would be interesting to share 
some stories about a few retired postmas-
ters that traveled to postmaster conventions 
by motorcycle.  That probably would not be 
possible if we were not already retired.  It 
takes additional days of travel both on the 
front and back of the convention and would 
be near impossible for an active postmaster 
to be on leave for such an extended period 
of time.
I know other people have traveled to our 
conventions by motorcycle, but I will be 
sharing the stories and experiences of three 
Missouri guys; Rich Skaggs, Bill Brewer, 
and Steve Vanderhoof.  I know you have 
heard of the rock band the “Grateful Dead”, 
but I will refer to our group as the “Grateful 
we Aren’t Dead”.  That title is for the obvi-
ous reason of our age and that motorcycle 
riding has an added risk than travel by other 
means.  I guess that is what makes it more 
fun, except in the rain; when it sucks.  
2010 Trip to Grand Rapids, Michigan.
One of the funny things that happened on 
this trip happened in Chicago.  I was rid-
ing a brand new Honda 2006 Goldwing with 
built in GPS navigation system.  So I was in 
the lead and using the GPS to set the route.  
All of a sudden it directed us to leave the 
major highway and travel through residen-
tial streets.  It took us right through the worst 
slums, housing projects, and abject pover-
ty areas of Chicago.  We even passed the 
International Headquarters of Hell’s Angels.  
After a two hour delay hitting stoplight after 
stoplight, it finally got us on our way.  All the 
time we could see traffic zipping along on 
the highway we left about two blocks away.  
Later I learned my GPS was defaulted to 
“avoid toll roads”.  It costs us an additional 
two hours in the unbearable heat going too 
slow to get any cooling relieve. It exposed 
us to some extreme danger in the slums, but 
we saved 60 cents. ”.  So it did its job and 
avoided the toll road.  My guys did not think 
it was worth it, but my GPS did.  Our original 
plan was to attend the convention and then 
travel north through Michigan into Canada 
and as time allowed.  Our goal was to go 
east to Nova Scotia, but adverse weather 
made us amend our plans.  It was raining in 

Canada and forecast for more of the 
same for several more days.  Re-
member the fact that it sucks to be 
riding in the rain.  It was not raining 
in the USA, so we headed south to 
Buffalo, New York and cut our trip 
short and headed for home.  We 
were able to visit some interesting 
points of interest in part of the coun-
try we had not visited before.  We 
visited the National Football Hall of 
Fame in Canton, Ohio. 
2013 Trip to Bellevue, Washing-
ton.
This was one of the best m/c trips 
I have ever experienced.  Travel-
ing through the western states like 
Idaho and along the Snake and 
Colorado rivers was breath taking.  
We stopped at a museum in Idaho 
dedicated to the Lewis and Clark 
expedition.  They had a topograph-
ical map of their travels through the 
area.  The lady at the museum no-
ticed we were on motorcycles and 
asked if we had full tanks of gas.  
We did not and sure did not want to 
buy it at the ridiculous price at their 
one pump station.  She informed us 
that the next gas station was over 
a hundred miles.  So we had no 
choice but to fill up.  She said the 
road was well patrolled and to ob-
serve the speed limit.  Both of her 
suggestions were spot on.  As we 
left the museum the next yellow 
caution sign for curves in the road 
looked like a long snake and the 
signage said, “Next 99 Miles”.  No 
towns, crossroads, civilization, or 
gas stations for the 99 miles.  Beau-
tiful ride though.  I see no need to 
patrol it for speeders.  This trip was 
over 7000 miles.  That is about the 
total mileage you get out of a set of 
tires for these large touring motor-
cycles we ride.  So it was about as 
far as I could go on a set of tires.  

2014 Trip to Atlantic City, 
New Jersey.
We planned to travel for a week 
prior to the convention and travel 
through all the northeastern states.  
What a wonderful trip for nice curvy 
motorcycle friendly roads and beau-
tiful scenery.  We traveled all the 
way north to Maine and then started 
down the coast to New Jersey.  We 
encountered heavy rain and rode 
in it for two days on the way south 
and decided to get to our destina-
tion quickly.  The rain modified our 
travel plans to Interstate and major 
highways.  I was pulling a trailer so 
we had additional storage for our 
luggage with clothing we would 
need for the convention.  A lot of 
the east coast has a number of toll 
roads; New Jersey being the worst.  
At each of the toll booths the oth-
er guys were paying one dollar for 
a two axle vehicle (like what a car 
pays), but because I was a three 
axle vehicle, I was paying $6.75.  I 
looked at the rates and I was paying 
the same as a dump truck.  I told the 
lady in the toll booth I thought it was 
rip off as there is no comparison be-
tween what damage I was doing to 
the roads and a 20 ton dump truck.  
She said, “Take it up with the Gov-
ernor”.  This trip for me would com-
plete my goal of riding a motorcycle 
in every state in the lower 48.  Little 
did I know that we missed the state 
of Rhode Island.  It was on the orig-
inal route along the coast before we 
modified it to avoid as much rain as 
possible and travel on major roads 
for safety and visibility. Did I men-
tion it sucks to ride in the rain?
2015 Trip to Mobile, Alabama.  
I don’t remember much about this 
trip so it must have been unevent-
ful.  After the convention I wanted 
to go to Huntsville for the Goldwing 

Road Riders Associa-
tion (GWRRA} annual 
national rally.  It was the 
next day after our con-
vention.  I convinced the 
other guys riding Har-
leys to allow me a day 
to shop at the vendor’s 
arena for any deals on 
“Safety Chrome” I could 
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find.  I think the wives and girlfriends 
have figured out by now the chrome 
has nothing to do with safety, but they 
play along.  I heard one of the gals say, 
“These rallies are really just an excuse 
for guys to shop”.  
2016 Trip to New Orleans.
This trip was almost uneventful.  It was 
a short ride from Missouri.  But we 
stopped in West Monroe, Louisiana, 
to visit the Duck Dynasty Headquar-
ters.  The warehouse, gift shop, and 
museum are in one building.  The first 
thing that happens when you enter the 
building is they take your photo.  It is 
in front of a green screen.  Since we 
were wearing our motorcycle high vis-
ibility gear, it messed up the photo.  It 
only took a picture and blanked out our 
shirts and made us look like our heads 
were sticking out of the wall.  So it took 
them the whole time we were there to 
get it fixed.  We have a picture of us 
with this article.   Another thing I can 
remember, and the only thing the oth-
er guys won’t let me forget is when we 
arrive at the hotel. It is on a one way 
street and I led them the wrong way.  
Not hard to figure out when all the cars 
are facing you in all the lanes.  Oops.  
2017 Louisville, Kentucky.
We had a great ride though the country 
getting to the convention.  We planned 
to visit the Ark Encounter in William-
stown, Kentucky on one of our free 
days or on the way home.  But the day 
we planned to visit we spent most of 

the day riding on back roads some-
times so remote that it was more like a 
private drive than a road.  So when we 
arrived at the Ark, it was too late in the 
day to have enough time to adequately 
learn about it.  The price is high enough 
you don’t want to just do a drive-by.  At 
that time the whole park had not been 
open yet and it had only been partially 
open to the public since 2016.  
2018 Trip to Reno.
For this trip our plan was to haul our 
bikes in an enclosed trailer.  We figured 
that each bike gets about 30 miles per 
gallon.  So if the truck could get 10 miles 
per gallon we would break even.  Since 
the trip was so long, though the desert, 
and during the hottest part of the year, 
we wanted to ride in a truck with air 
conditioning.  The sad news about this 
trip is the wild fires were roaring in the 
west Nevada and California. The parks 
we wanted to ride through were closed, 
so we only got to ride one day during 
the time in Reno.  But the ride around 
Lake Tahoe was spectacular.  We got 
Bruce Nelson and John Jacobo to join 
us.  Too bad the truck only got about 5 
miles per gallon.  The fuel getting home 
cost $750.  It seemed our plan to ride 
bikes was very expensive for the one 
day we rode.
2019 Trip to Uncasville, CT.
I did not have anyone that wanted to 
ride to this convention.  But I had a 
brand new 2019 Goldwing Honda, and 
if the weather cooperated, I planned to 
make the trip on the motorcycle.  I took 
a couple of days to arrive.  Remember 
the fact that I missed riding in Rhode 
Island during the east coast trip to com-
plete my 48 states goal?  Well I was 
only 20 miles from the RI state line and 
I was not to be denied on this trip.  So I 
headed east instead of west.  That re-
quired me to be farther south than my 

previous route.  That caused me to 
go through New York City.  Huge mis-
take!  The time of day it took me two 
hours extra and creeping pace of traf-
fic and not able to miss a single red 
traffic light.  I could have walked fast-
er across town.  I should have gone 
way out of my way to avoid the traf-
fic.  Lesson learned.   I got to western 
Pennsylvania that day.  The next day 
I left the motel about 7:30 a.m.  It was 
843 miles home and I got there in one 
day.  I was pulling a trailer, so I had 
to keep the speed down. Not sure, 
but I think there are warrants out for 
my arrest in four or five states.  That 
beats my previous personal best of 
750 miles in a day.  Not something I 
intend to do again.  
2020 UPMA convention in 
St. Louis, MO.
Since the convention is planned for 
Missouri, and as a host state chapter, 
we will have to work the convention.  
Too close to home to make for a good 
motorcycle trip.  We got information 
from the Virginia Tourist Bureau at a 
m/c rally last year that Virginia has 
great m/c roads.  They provided us 
with some great maps and informa-
tion about motels and camp grounds.  
So we plan to take them up on their 
offer.  How about scheduling a post-
master’s convention in Virginia?
Hope you found this article worth the 
time to read it.   

Steve and MC on Reno trip g
2006 Goldwing on Dragons Tail

Bill Brewer, Steve, and Richard Skaggs at Duck Dynasty Steve and his motorcycle
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New 
Hampshire 
Retirees at 
September
2019 Fall 
Meeting

Oklahoma 
Retirees at 
their State 
convention

UPMA Retirees Jimmy Fusco (left) 
and Butch Belanger (right) 
with former PMG Meg Brennan
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SIGNATURE FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
Carol Sue Carnes

Secretary, Signature Federal Credit Union

The Signature FCU has enhanced your online and mobile banking ex-
perience.
Features include:  view balances and transfer of funds, view accounts, 
loans, and Visa transactions, make loan and Visa payments, apply for a 
loan, remote check deposit, transfer funds to another SFCU member's 
account, find a shared branch or free ATM near you, view mortgage 
balance and transactions, bill pay and even skip a payment.
This new Mobile Banking app will allow you to manage all of your ac-
counts in the palm of your hand, everywhere you are.
Simply download our new mobile app in your smartphone app store by 
searching SFCU Mobile Banking.  Look for icon with the white back-
ground and blue Signature "S".
Should you need assistance with our new mobile app or any of its fea-
tures contact our e-Services department 800-336-0284 Ext 694. or es-
ervices@signatureFCU.org
Have you checked our record low mortgage rates lately?
Refinance your mortgage with Signature FCU to lower your monthly 
payments, change your term and even pay off your mortgage faster.
We offer fixed rate and adjustable rate mortgages (ARM) with a variety 
of terms.  Apply online at: SignatureFCU.org/Mortgages or email: mort-
gage@SignatureFCU.org.

Dear Fellow Signature Credit Union 
Members:
I would like to once again ask for your 
vote as I endeavor to be elected to 
the Signature Federal Credit Union 
Board of Directors.  I have found the 
job to be very challenging and reward-
ing.  Since the time I was first elected 
to the Board I have served in the ca-
pacity of Secretary.  I am the Retired 
Postmaster of Brussels, Illinois, 36 
years in the USPS, 10 years as clerk 
and 26 as Postmaster.  I served the 

IL Chapter as “Service Rep” for 25 years. In 1993 I 
was honored to be chosen “Postmaster of the Year” 
by the IL Chapter.  I became a member of the Credit 
Union in 1972, 48 years ago.  I am a 45-year mem-
ber of the Brussels Woman’s Club, have served on 
the South Calhoun Retirement Center Board for 20 
years, Treasurer for the last 12 years.  I am now in 
my 34th year as Secretary-Treasurer of St. Matthew 
Church LWML.  Thank you so much for the friend-
ship, trust and support you have given me over the 
years.  I would greatly appreciate the opportunity to 
continue serving you.  
Warmest Regards
Carol Sue Carnes
Secretary, Signature Federal Credit Union

BETTER LATE THAN 
NEVER

By Eva Finley, Retiree Editor

When you think nothing else can go wrong, 
it does! The havoc the virus has created 
has been unprecedented in my lifetime.  All 
of our lives have changed – everyone.  And 

while we are all trying to improvise and make the best of 
it – another incident pops up.  George and I were traveling 
from South Carolina to Texas and stopped for the night in 
Jackson MS. This is our usual resting spot, since it’s half-
way between our two residences. The tropical storm was 
just flaring up from the Gulf about the time we reached the 
hotel; the weather included both high winds and drench-
ing rain. George grabbed his c-pap machine and I grabbed 
our overnight bag and we made a wild dash to the lobby. 
The severe weather continued, and we ate our supper in 
the room. The next morning, we checked out and when 
we got to our SUV, discovered someone had broken out 
the back-passenger window and stole our three computers 
along with my bag which contained my jewelry. We contact-
ed the Jackson Police and he filed a report, but we knew 
recovering the items would be slim to none. Of course, I 
had much of In the Mailbox material on my laptop and I’ve 
had to reconstruct my many files and data. So please ac-
cept my apologies for a later-than-usual issue. The news is 
trickling in, so if you have pictures of your short convention 
or other items that you consider news-worthy, please send 

them to me.  The next deadline will be August 15th, so 
please email, text or send me your information. Thank 
you so much for your help.  May God bless each of you.  
I tore this out of the Pinecone Postmaster 20 years ago.  
Barbara Swiderski gave me permission to use it.  Thanks, 
Barb!  I hope the author will recognize it and let me know.  
I think it’s cute.  We need a laugh once in a while.

IN MY NEXT LIFE I’M GONNA BE A BEAR
If you’re a bear, you get to hibernate.  You do nothing but 
sleep for six months.  I could deal with that.
Before you hibernate, you’re supposed to eat yourself 
stupid.  I could deal with that.
If you’re a bear, you birth your children (who are the size 
of walnuts) while you’re sleeping and wake to partially 
grown, cute cuddly cubs.  I could have dealt with that.
If you’re a mama bear, everyone knows that you mean 
business.  You swat anyone who bothers your cubs.  
If your cubs get out of line, 
you swat them too! 
If you’re a bear, your mate 
EXPECTS you to wake up 
growling.  He EXPECTS you will 
have hairy legs and excess 
body fat.
Yup……..gonna be a bear.
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our various exercises! Notice 
Jim on  page 15, bottom right!
 If you are new to exercising, 
start slowly with walking, grad-
ually increasing your routine. 
Exercise can bolster your im-
mune system, but you must 
ease into it and not burn out in 
one day. Most research shows 
positive correlations between 
consistent exercise and im-
proved function, as opposed 
to one, all-out sweat session. 
Be sure to consult your doctor 
before beginning any exercise 
program!

Information gathered 
from Livestrong.com

of what you are trying to achieve.  
This may INCREASE your likelihood 
of contracting an upper respiratory 
tract infection. And remember not to 
push yourself to extremes in a single 
workout, as the human body is not 
designed for high-intensity exercise 
that lasts for several hours. Stress 
hormones are released during this 
kind of exercise and will put your im-
mune system into a “red flag mode”.
On a personal note, I believe keep-
ing up with my exercise routine this 
year had helped to keep me healthy 
this winter. Recovery from my recent 
hip replacement surgery was quick-
er than most, my doctor said, due 
to my consistency with an exercise 
program. I was also able to keep up 
with everyone during our trip to the 
Hill! My husband and I regularly at-
tend fitness classes at our local gym, 
along with other fitness routines that 
we perform at home. In fact, I believe 
so much in the importance of exer-
cise that I took the opportunity while 
I was recovering from hip surgery to 
become a Certified Fitness Trainer!  I 
would like to thank our trainer, Paula 
Brown, owner of Absolute Health and 
Fitness located in Anytime Fitness 
of Vineland, Millville and Hopewell, 
NJ. Due to her encouragement and 
mentoring, I pursued my dream of 
becoming a Certified Fitness Train-
er! Also, I must thank her for making 
us get up and down from the floor for 

KEEPING 
YOUR 

IMMUNE 
SYSTEM 
HEALTHY
Agnes Elam
Certified Fitness 

Trainer

How are you feel-
ing these days? 
Are you stressed, 
is your body run 
down from the 
daily demands 
of keeping your 
office running 
smoothly? How 

about your body, is it running smoothly? Are 
you taking care of yourself, physically and 
mentally? A regular exercise routine may just 
be one of the best ways to boost your immune 
system, mood and self-confidence. It is also 
key in the prevention of heart disease, just 
make sure you don’t overdo it!
Exercise will boost your immune cell function. 
Immune cells are boosted when muscle move-
ment and an increased heart rate occurs, with 
just a 30-minute walk! Why, many of us can 
accomplish this by completing our mandated 
carrier safety observations! Or, how about a 
brisk walk around the workroom floor, observ-
ing how efficiently and safely your employees 
are working. While performing your daily du-
ties, you are triggering your immune cells to be 
primed and ready to seek and destroy patho-
gens. Exercising 30 to 60 minutes is enough to 
trigger your body’s immune response.
Coronavirus, colds and flu seem to be on ev-
eryone’s mind these days. Keeping your body 
strong and staying active can make it easier 
to stay healthy. “Regular exercise has been 
shown to flush bacteria out of lungs and re-
duce respiratory infections,” says Purvi Parikh, 
MD, and expert in infectious disease, allergy 
and immunology with NYU Langone Health 
in New Your City and the Allergy and Asthma 
Network.
Keeping your body moving will also keep those 
stress hormones down. Exercise will help re-
duce the risk of chronic conditions, which can 
leave you more vulnerable to getting sick in the 
first place.  Feeling stressed? Move your body!
But be careful not to do TOO much! Hours on 
the treadmill, consistently exercising too much, 
or pushing yourself too hard will lead to over-
training, which will SUPRESS your immune 
system function and have the opposite effect 
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Dear Eva, 
Ken Heath is a retired Post-
master of Chester Pennsyl-
vania.  After his retirement he 
moved to New Jersey.  He was 
very active in the old NAPUS in 
the representation of  PM's and 
offering much respected ad-
vice.  He comes from a family of 
PM's.  His father PM of Bristol 
Pa. and his uncle PM of Fair-
less Hills Pa.  
He is currently riding a bicycle 
from the PACIFIC OCEAN TO 
THE ATLANTIC OCEAN to 
raise funds for several worthy 
charities.  Last year we came 
out in force to support Lap 
Blankets for Veterans.  This 
year almost all state and Na-
tional conventions are going to 
be modified in time and place 
along with the chance of post-
ponements and cancellations.
Therefore, I am suggesting to 
create some kind of a support 
venture that shows the love 
and heart of UPMA, the former 
League of Postmasters and 
NAPUS.  There is currently a go 
fund me program in the works 
I suggest the body support, 
or organize a concerted effort 
from his friends, Postmasters 
and Managers, that we are be-
hind him and with him.
Known beneficiaries of his ef-
forts are BREAST CANCER, 
ALS, AUTISM and WOUNDED 
WARRIOR PROJECT.  Ken 
started his venture at the Pacif-
ic Ocean in Oregon with a tar-
get arrival date of July 4, 2020 
in Sea Isle City in New Jersey.  
At last report, Ken is east of the 
Mississippi River in southern Il-
linois.
This is an outstanding effort and 
deserves support by one of US.
 John Johnson
 UPMA Retired, 
 Pennsylvania

The views expressed in the UPMA Retiree IN THE MAILBOX newsletter are those 
of the writer, and are not necessarily those of the USPS or of UPMA.

Boy, this Corona 19 virus has 
hit Arizona hard. I have sev-
eral friends who have tested 
positive, but, thank God, they 
haven't gotten sick. We had to 
postpone our state convention 
AT LEAST a month. 
Our beloved Editor, Brian 
Oakes, passed away after an 
epic battle with cancer, and we 
haven't had a  state paper pub-
lished in over a year because 
of it.  Arizona is in the dark as 
far as local UPMA news.  Luck-
ily we have our National mag-
azine and IN THE MAILBOX.  
That Eva Finley is a saint, but 
don't let her know I said any-
thing good about her.  My rep-
utation is at stake.
I don't see HOW our Postmas-
ters are getting the mail deliv-
ered during this time. You are 
all HEROES!  I went to Walmart 
early this morning  (yes, I had 
my mask on).  My friend who 
works the self-service registers 
said that, out of the ten people 
who are assigned to their de-
partment, only two showed up.  
The rest were sick.  I know you 
managers have to deal with the 
same thing daily.  By the way, I 
wore the keyboard on my lap-
top completely out pointing out 
errors in Eva's publications.  
Bought a new one at Walmart 
so I could write this article.  
Don't let Eva know about this, 
either.
Managers, keep yourselves 
safe, if possible.  This too will 
pass, but it looks like not for a 
LONG time.  We have a very 
important election coming up 
soon.  Be sure to vote. 
 Charlie E Arnett
 Postmaster Retired
 Grand Canyon & 
 Cottonwood  AZ, 
 Homer, AK, and 
 Beavercreek, OR

LETTERS 
to the Editor

POSTAL SERVICE 
IN JEOPARDY

By Walt Borla
The coronavirus pandemic sweep-
ing the country has had a drastic 
effect upon the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice, as it has on all other activities 
of our daily lives,  It is projected 

that the Postal Service faces bankruptcy this summer 
without emergency help from Congress. With Con-
gress coming back into session very soon, they will 
be considering additional stimulus funds for affected 
businesses. 
The Postal Service traces its origin to the United 
States Constitution. The founding fathers granted 
Congress the power to establish Post Offices and 
Post Roads in Section Eight of Article 1 of the doc-
ument. The post office agency was known as the 
Postal Department until 1971 when President Nix-
on signed a Postal Reorganization Act establishing 
the quasi-government, self-sustaining U.S. Postal 
Service to function under a Board of Governors The 
agency has no access to tax-payer dollars.
The Postal Service has operated in debt in recent 
years largely due to an enactment in 2006 by Con-
gress requiring the agency to deposit 5 billion dol-
lars annually for ten years into a pre-fund designed 
to cover retiree health benefits over a 75 year period. 
With the advent of the internet in the meantime, a 
drastic loss of first class mail has cut deeply into post-
al revenue. The Postal Service has defaulted on the 
pre-fund deposit in recent years.
The president has hinted often of a desire to privatize 
the Postal Service. Before the present crisis it was 
projected that the Postal Service would run out of 
cash in 2014. To avoid this, postal reform legislation 
is required to rescue the agency. Two concerted at-
tempts have been made in Congress to accomplish 
this with little success. Prior to leaving Congress, Ja-
son Chaffetz co-sponsored a bi-partisan bill with the 
late Congressman Cummings calling for the elimina-
tion of the pre-funding along with other reform items. 
Later Senator Carper sponsored another postal re-
form bill in the Senate, similar to the Chaffetz-Cum-
mings proposal. Both bills died in committee.
The Postal Service annually is voted the most trusted 
agency of the federal government by the American 
public. With 630,000 employees, many of them vet-
erans, it is the only entity to reach every household 
and business daily and handles millions of pieces of 
mail daily.                                                                                                                        
Sincerely, Walt Borla
Now Residing at Sunrise Senior Center
2130 E. 9400 #250 • Sandy, UT 84093 • 383-275-7774

Editor's Note: Walt Borla retired from the Postal Ser-
vice after a 45-year career that included stints as 
Postmaster of Huntington and Helper and an assign-
ment at Postal headquarters in Washington DC.
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TIPS AND 
INFORMATION 

FROM RETIREES 
TO RETIREES

VETERANS ASSISTANCE
For those needing help with Vet-
erans assistance,Keith Miner 
has agreed to make contacts for 
you,or he will help you contact 
the appropriate agency.  The 
assistance may be needed for 
yourself, as a Veteran, or as a 
member who is assisting a family 
member.  Contact Keith at kmin-
er@hvc.rr.com  or phone number 
is 845-706-9894.  Be sure to in-
clude all your contact information 
so Keith can contact you.    

NATIONAL CONVENTION 
REGISTRATION RE-
FUNDS
Convention Registrations will car-
ry over to the 2021 convention in 
Sandusky Ohio, unless you spe-
cifically request a refund in writing 
from the national office. Requests 
may be mailed to UPMA, 8 Her-
bert Street, Alexandria VA 22302, 
or emailed to Gerri Swarm at 
gswarm@unitedpma.org.  Please 
note that request for refunds will 
take approximately 30 days.  

ST LOUIS TOURS AND 
REFUNDS
The Discover St. Louis Tour Com-
pany has been notified of the Na-
tional convention cancellation.  
They will contact members who 
had booked tours and refund all 
fees paid.  You do not need to 
contact the Tour Company.  

2021 UPMA RETIRED 
CHAPTER OFFICERS
Just a reminder to report new of-
ficers on the 2020 Retired Chap-
ter Officer Form.  The information 
is required even when the same 
officer holds the same position.  
Where the form is preferred, you 
may also send me a note at email 
at Mandy_38730@yahoo.com or 
text me at 662-721-0150.  We are 
currently working on the updated 
directory for the website  Thanks 
for your help.  Mandy

KEN & ANN 
BROWN

From Roberta Hoag, NJ Retiree 
Secretary

New Jersey Postmaster Re-
tired, Ken Brown, and his 
wife, Ann, are recovering 
from their illness.  They both 
had pneumonia, but Ken 
was hospitalized with posi-
tive Covid19. They are now 
doing well, but in case you 
missed this message, it’s not 
too late to send them a card 
of note of cheer. Their ad-
dress is Ken and Ann Brown, 
121 Golf Edge, Westfield, NJ 
07090,  

JOHN & IRENE 
GREGG

From Gary Greenhalgh, 
National Hospitality Chair

John Gregg, retired PM of 
Robbins CA and his wife 
Irene are both recovering in 
a care facility; Irene for her 
Diabetes and John endured 
multiple falls. He tripped over 
his dog and broke his pelvis, 
collar bone, cracked spine 
and concussion, then later 
fell again and broke 10 ribs.  
I told him I was going to buy 
him a seatbelt for his walk-
er. With the COVID-19 re-
strictions, I know they would 
appreciate hearing from ev-
eryone.  Cards can be sent 
to them at 203 Canal Road, 
Lincoln   CA 95648-9518

MS. DONNA DORT'S 
CHURCH BELLS

Submitted by 
Charley Peters, UPMA Ret Treasurer

The Kennedy First United Methodist Church congre-
gation is pleased to announce that thanks to the many 
generous donations received in memory of our dear 
friend, Donna Dort, we have been able to purchase and 
have the Carillon Bell System installed in  our bell tower. 
Currently the bells ring each day at noon and 
five o'clock pm. A variety of traditional music  
selections play following the chiming of the hour. 
An announcement was published in our local newspa-
per as follows:

We sincerely appreciate your donation to this project 
and are grateful that we can remember Donna each day 
as the bells ring and the music she loved so much is 
played. 
Sincerely, 
The Kennedy First United Methodist 
Church Memorial Team

Remember to send 
any news, photos, and 

articles for the next issue to
inthemailboxeditor@usa.net

before August 15th
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THE FAMILY OF
RONALD MILLER

From Marlys Timm

Ronald Nicholas Miller, PM Retired, How-
ard Lake MN, passed away on March 28, 
2020, at his home. Following his time in 
the Air Force, Ron took a job with the 
USPS.  He worked in Minneapolis, Gold-
en Valley and Buffalo before becoming 
Postmaster of Howard Lake in 1981 and 
until his retirement on March 21, 2005.  

THE FAMILY OF
ROBERT WESTGUARD

Submitted by Marlys Timm

PM Retired Robert A. Westguard, SR, 
77, of Battle Lake died April 23 at his res-
idence in the care of his family and LB 
Hospice.  He began his career with the 
USPS in 1965.  In 1993 he and his wife 
moved to their lake home in West Battle 
Lake.  Bob enjoyed golfing, community 
involvement and church activities. Cards 
may be mailed to the Westguard Fam-
ily at 40342 Girard Beach Road, Battle 
Lake, MS 56515-9667. 

THE FAMILY OF
EARL HOLMES

From Marlys Timm

Earl Holmes, 92, of Mankato MN died 
peacefully on June 2 at Pathstone Living.  
During his long tenure with the USPS, he 
became Postmaster and MSC manager 
of Mankato, PM of Brighton, CO, then 
promoted to MSC manager in Springfield 
Illinois until he retired to Lake Francis, 
Elysian.

THE FAMILY OF
LARUE STALOCH

Submitted by Marlys Timm

LaRue Rita Staloch of Easton, MN, died 
June 13, 2020 at home with her family 
and great hospice care.  She had a heart 
valve repair done in April 21 in Rochester 
MN. On April 23, she suffered a massive 
heart attack. LaRue worked at the Min-
nesota Lake Post Office for 33 years, re-
tiring as PM in 2009. After retiring for one 
day, she accepted a job as a para-pro-
fessional at the Maple River Elementary 
School.  

THE FAMILY OF
KENNETH HOPKINS

Submitted by Judy Miller

Ken Hopkins, PM Retired, Gainesville GA, 
passed away on June 6 at the age of 90.  
Ken served the USPS as Postal Inspector 
and retired as Postmaster of Gainesville.

THE FAMILY OF
PAM GAMES

Submitted by Barbara Whidden and Gerri Swarm

Pam Games, beloved former First Lady 
and wife of Past National President David 
Games, passed away in June following 
declining health.  David served as NAPUS 
National President 1994-1995 and retired 
from the Frankfort KY Post Office.  In an in-
terview for the Postmaster Gazette at the 
end of David’s term, Pam thanked Post-
masters  for the “once-in-a-lifetime-oppor-
tunity” to serve them and said, “No matter 
what we do in life, the friends along the 
way will last forever.”  Pam’s faith and 
conviction – and love of friends – soon 
would serve her well again. In 1995, she 
suffered a series of strokes.  Her recovery 
period was a testament to her faith.  Cards 
may be mailed to David at 7721 Snug 
Harbor Place, Barefoot Bay, FL 32976.

THE FAMILY OF
DAVID NELSON

From Gerri Swarm and Charley Mapa

Our friend and fellow Postmaster, David 
Nelson, passed away in July.  We were 
Postmasters together in the Sierra Neva-
da Gold Country.  We were call the Three 
Musketeers or the Three Amigos, but we 
were more like brothers.  We lived “All for 
one, one for all!”  We always had each 
others’ backs.  We were kid Postmasters 
together and aged to retirement together.  
David, Godspeed, until we meet again.  

THE SISTERS
From Mary Ann Roberts

Our sister, Linda Tochmen, passed away 
unexpectedly and suddenly on March 31.  
She was the sister of Karen Sims Mede-
ma (Ret. PM, Citra FL), Gloria Luffman 
(Ret, PM Sparr FL), Mary Ann Roberts 
(Ret. PM, Anthony FL), and Susan Ostan-
ik (Ret Clerk, Silver Springs, FL).  Linda 
was non-postal and retired from teaching 
cosmetology.  It was a shock to the fami-
ly since Linda was not sick, nor she have 
any life-threatening illness. Cards can be 
mailed to Mary Ann and she will share 
with the other sisters:  Mary Ann Roberts, 
PO Box 730, Anthony FL 32617.  

RONNIE DAUTERIVE
AND FAMILY

From Ronnie Dauterive

Trent Meche, 50-year-old Son-in-Law 
of Ronnie Dauterive, PM Retired, 
Geismar LA, died on June 22 after 
losing his fight with liver cancer.  Trent 
was strong and faithful to the end and 
will be sorely missed.  Cards may be 
mailed to his wife (Ronnie’s daughter) 
Iran Meche, 406 Tapestry Circle, La-
fayette LA 70508.   Cards may also be 
mailed to our friend, Ronnie and Janet 
Dauterive at 13223 Dutchtown Lakes, 
Geismar LA 70734.

RANDY SLIKER
AND FAMILY

From David Cook

Randy Sliker, PM Retired, Rock Stream 
NY lost his wife, Patty on June 27, after 
a long-fought battle with lung cancer.  
Cards may be sent to Randy and fam-
ily at Randy Sliker, 440 Rock Stream 
Road, Tock Stream NY 14878. 

PATRICIA FISHER
AND FAMILY

From Rosa Gonzales

Please pray for Patricia Fisher and her 
Family.  She lost her husband in July 
in a tragic vehicle accident.  Please 
pray for them during this time of grief.  
Patricia is the Postmaster Retired of 
Ballinger TX.  Cards can be mailed to 
Patricia at P O Box 381, Ballinger TX 
76821.

GERRI SWARM
AND FAMILY

From Eva Finley

Bill Swarm, husband of Gerri Swarm, 
passed away recently in an accident.
Cards and letters may be sent to Gerri 
Swarm and her family at 6603 Byrnes 
Drive, McLean, VA 22101
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