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UNITED POSTMASTERS AND MANAGERS OF AMERICA RETIRED 

Clara’s Comments  
In light of the 

events leading up 
to this convention, I 
must remind us all 
how precious this 
time together is, with 
the passing of Dale 
Goff's daughter a 
week ago and Jim Fusco's daughter earlier 
this summer - both young women losing 
their hard fought battles with cancer. Many 
of our Retirees have passed on this year, 
and many others in our UPMA family are 
sick and grieving. Remember each one, 
send a greeting and lift them up in prayer. 

My busy year as your Co-President 
began 11/1/16 and will end 10/31/17. I want 
to say 'Thank You' to those responsible for 
having the foresight, when writing the 
National Bylaws, to include a transition 
period. It gave us all time to get acquainted, 
ask questions about the consolidation 
process and the transition to the UPMA, 
and to develop individual bylaws to guide 
each Retiree chapter. 

The Retiree Executive Board met in 
Franklin, TN Nov. 8-9, 2016 for our first 
official UPMA Board meeting. An audit 
was conducted for both NAPUS and 
League in order to consolidate funds and 
equipment. I want to publicly praise this 
Retiree Executive board for a job well 
done. It has been my pleasure to work with 
them. Immediately after, John Olson and 
I drove to Louisville, KY for the National 
Board meeting and healthy discussions and 
idea sharing from both organizations about 
plans for the future. 

In late December, my husband Sam 
and I made our winter trek to Florida, 
enjoying 80 degree weather for the better 
part of three months. In February we 
traveled to Washington DC for "Advocacy 
Days." A meeting was held at the Capitol 
Hill Visitor center where we listened to 
those supporting postal reform HR 756. 
The next day we all, about 300, went to the 
'Hill' to lobby our state representatives and 
educate them about postal reform. We also 
had a National Board meeting as well as a 
Retiree Executive Board Meeting. 

March brought me back to Louisville 
for convention finalizing meetings. April 
found us in Myrtle Beach, SC for the 
joint NC/SC state convention. We were in 
Park City, UT in May. In June, I attended 
ourTri-State convention in Pigeon Forge, 
TN with AL and MS, then to the VA state 
convention in Roanoke. I concluded my 
state convention attendance in Louisville, 
KY. To everyone at all the conventions, I 
say a heartfelt 'Thank You' for taking such 
good care of Sam and I and making us feel 
like we belonged. Your friendships are the 
most cherished blessings of this life!  

I've written articles for both the Leader 
and In The Mailbox, attended many 
telecoms and posted on 'UPMA Gold', 
to keep everyone updated with Retiree 
news. My goal is to communicate with 
Retirees, be it by email, texts or phone 
calls, and in these mobile time we live in, 
its been necessary to have my phone with 
me wherever I go, becoming a part of my 
physical body! The only time I don't have 
it on my person is 5:30-6:30 AM each 
week day while Sam and I walk the track 
at the City Park. I figure everyone is asleep 
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Straight From John’s Pen 
The week after the 

official consolidation 
date of November 1st, 
your UPMA Retired 
Executive Board met 
in Franklin TN to 
audit both NAPUS 
Ret i red and RLP 
Books. Following our meeting in Franklin, 
we traveled to Louisville for the first 
UPMA National Executive Board meeting.

In February I flew from my winter 
home in AZ to Washington to attend a 
UPMA Executive Board meeting and to 
attend the UPMA Legislative Advocacy 
Days. We basically did away with all of the 
pomp and circumstance and concentrated 
on why we were there. We heard from 
a number of Postal officials and US 
Representatives. The hot topic was of 
course HR 756 and there were plenty of 
questions about the Medicare integration. 

On May 3rd Lucy and I got in our 
car and drove to Maine for their Chapter 
Convention on May 5th in Orono ME at the 
Black Bear Inn and Conference Center. In 
my opinion, the convention was very well 
put together and went very smoothly. We 
returned from Maine and a week later we 
left for our own convention. So on May 
17th we attended the Minnesota Chapter 
Convention in Walker MN at Chase on the 
Lake. Now I may be a bit biased, but it was 
a great convention. We learned a lot and 
had a great time doing it. We changed our 
formal banquet to a lakeside picnic supper 
and rolle bolle tournament (If you aren't 
familiar with rolle bolle, ask someone from 
Minnesota about it.) 

We attended one grandson's high 
school graduation but missed another's as 
we were attending the New York Chapter 
Convention in Alexandria Bay NY at the 
Edgewood Resort. Theirs was a really good 
convention and it was very well attended. I 
was warmly received and had a great time. 
Two weeks after I returned from New York, 
Lucy and I once again jumped in the car 
and hit the road for Oregon. And on June 
23rd we attended the Oregon Chapter 
Convention in Beaverton/Portland OR at 
the Shilo Inn. I have to applaud the Oregon 
chapter. They had to change their venue 
just a few weeks before the convention 
and found a suitable facility and did really 
well. We had a super time and I have to tell 
you, that the drive out through Idaho and 
Oregon was absolutely beautiful. 

Now during all of this time, I 
participated in several UPMA Executive 
Board Telecoms and UPMA Retired 
Executive Board Telecoms. 

I just want to say that it has been my 
honor and pleasure to have served as your 
co-President. I've said it before and I will 
say it again, this executive board was an 
absolute joy to work with. You will not 
find another group of individuals who are 
more dedicated to making UPMA Retired 
work for all our members. And I hope that 
co-President Clara and I have helped put 
UPMA Retired on the right track towards 
a very bright future.  

   John Olson
   Nat'l Co-President, UPMA Retired

(see Clara's Comments - page 2)



From the 
Editor’s Desk 

Editor's Report 
National Convention 
Louisville, KY - Aug. 2017

The year 2017 brought many losses 
when several of our most loyal members 
passed over to the other side. These were 
the people who laid the foundation for 
the organizations we merged in 2016. 
Deleting a name from the subscriber list 
brings so many fond memories of other 
times and places. As we lose members 
we have gained others to maintain our 
numbers.

Thanks to Linda Carter, we continue 
to share names as people join and 
request. I continue to maintain contact 
with Walt Borla, our historian, who is 
unable to be with us today.

I have several requests of our officers, 
committee chairs, and members - that 
you meet the schedules I sent at the 
beginning to insure timeliness in getting 
the articles to the UPMA Leader. We never 
want to lose the 2 pages assigned to us. 
The same goes for the newsletter, as 
print times can sometimes vary, such as 
this next issue, because of the National 
Convention.

I am deeply indebted to Clara and 
John for allowing me to continue as 
Editor this year. It is always a challenge 
to keep the newsletter interesting and 
timely.

I can never close my report without 
thanking two of the best photographers 
ever, Jerry and Kim Owens, who provide 
me with a mountain of pictures and 
another challenge - which ones to print!

Thanks to all again for another 
productive year which keeps me smiling 
everyday.

          Sally Robinson
       National Editor, Retirees

CALLING ALL VETERANS: I am looking 
for articles from retired veterans of all 
armed forces. They can be funny, they 
can be about experiences related to your 
service, or just plain good articles about 
time spent serving your country. Please 
email to robinsal@windstream.net or mail 
to address on back page.

Reminder: all articles by retirees or 
about retirees come to me for review!

- ELECTED -
JACK D. WILKINS

PM Retired, NV

National President
UPMA Retired

2018-2019
I  am deeply humbled by the 

confidence you have placed in my 
ability to lead this organization into the 
challenging years ahead. Thank you 
cannot adequately express my sincere 
gratitude for this unique opportunity. I 
look forward to working with all of you to 
move us in a positive direction. Together 
we will achieve the common goal. 

              Respectfully, Jack Wilkins

RODNEY BOLAND
PM Retired, FL

Nat'l Vice President
UPMA Retired

2018-2019
Allow me to express my sincere 

appreciation for the confidence you 
have shown in me by electing me your 
vice president for the next two years. 
I look forward to the opportunities for 
service to our great organization and I 
will work diligently to constantly help 
our organization grow and improve. It 
was a pleasure to see everyone at the 

BARBARA DILLARD
Area 11 Rep (LA, TX)

My postal career 
began March 24, 1975 
as a distribution clerk at 
the General Post Office, 

Houston TX. While attending a Federally 
Employed Women training session, I 
met two Postal Service supervisors who 
informed me the Postal Service had 
every job that exists in the private sector. 
I read all postings in my work location 
and spotted the job announcement for an 
EEO Counselor. The requirements were 
written as if they knew all about my prior 
work experience and the requirements 
I completed to earn my Masters of Art 
degree. Fortunately, I did not get the 
job but I did accept an appointment 
to the Women's Program Assistance 
Council which provided training and an 
opportunity to learn the postal system.

In 1979 I was promoted as EEO 
Counselor and subsequently promoted 
to EEO Investigator Southern Region, 
Memphis TN. After this position was 
abolished under Postal restructuring, 
I was reassigned as EEO Counselor/
Investigator, Houston District.

In 1988, I was reassigned as Affirmative 
Action and EEO Programs Coordinator 
with oversight of the Women's Program 
Assistance Council and host of the Career 
Awareness Conferences. With Postal 
Reorganization of 1993, this position was 
abolished and I was reassigned from HR 
to the Postmaster, Nederland, TX.

In 1994 I attended my first state and 
first national Postmasters conventions. 
At that point I knew I was destined to be 
a Postmaster. I was elected SW Area 
Coordinator, attending & speaking at state 
conventions, cultivating relationships with 
7 district state presidents, and advancing 
their issues and concerns at the SW Area 
Quarterly Leadership Meeting.  

In 1997, I was promoted to Postmaster, 
Port Arthur TX. While serving as TX 
State Branch Membership Chair and 

PROFILEs  
OF sERVICE

at that time and certainly not thinking of 
UPMA business!

I dedicated the month of July to 
preparing for National convention. There 
are so many items of business to complete 
behind the scenes that no one ever hears 
about. Events are successful because we 
are well prepared and attentive to details.

So many things to say, but I must close 
but not without speaking my heart. It's been 
such an honor to serve the Retirees in each 
position I've held on the Executive Board 
the past seven years. I love being a part of 
the fabric of this organization whose main 
goal is to support and protect its members. 
I'm extremely grateful for each and every 
opportunity to serve. You, the members, 
made it happen for me, and I thank you 
from the bottom of my heart! 

   Clara A. McCullar
   Nat'l Co-President, UPMA Retired

(Clara's Comments - from page 1)
convention in Louisville and please let 
me know of any concerns or suggestions 
that you might have.

    Sincerely, Rodney Boland



participating in membership drives with 
LA, I received national recognition for 
membership growth. As the executive 
VP, I coordinated the state convention, 
participated in 3-digit meetings, 
attended District Leadership meetings 
and addressed Postmaster issues 
and concerns. As the state president 
the duties expanded to attending the 
four TX District Managers Quarterly 
Leadership Meetings and advancing 
issues and concerns not resolved by 
the vice-presidents. I was also involved 
in meetings for facilities closure or 
consolidation, emergency weather 
and safety issues and providing 
communication to the membership.

 I served on various Postal Service 
details and assignments, including OIC 
positions. I continue to hold leadership 
positions in various organizations and 
associations within my community.

 June 2011 marked a transition but not 
an end. I retired and became TX Branch 
Retirees Executive VP. I was elected as 
Retired League of Postmasters National 
Vice-President for two terms and held 
this position during the birth of UPMA. 
This allowed the executive board input 
in reviewing the draft, modifying and 
finalizing the UMPA Retirees National 
By-laws presented to the body. With 
excitement I accepted Co-President John 
Olson’s assignment offer to serve as Area 
11 representative.

UPMA RETIRED 
convEnTIon REPoRTs

ScholarShip cmte. report
The inaugural year for the UPMA 

Retired Scholarship got off to a good 
start with 24 applications received and 
evaluated by our committee of Barb Carie, 
James Joseph, and Curtis Weed. I want to 
thank them for their work and suggestions 
to improve the Scholarship process.

All of the money given is raised by 
donations from active and retired chapters, 
individuals, memorials, and raffle ticket 
sales. A heartfelt "thank you" goes to 
Eileen Jenkins, a WY retiree, who made 
and donated the lovely quilt that was 
raffled off. The quilt winner was Dawn 
Lui from Shelton, WA.  

The money raised enabled us to 
give 12 scholarships at the Convention. 

The scholarships winners are: Caitlin 
Anderson, Owatonna MN; Annabelle 
Branch, Tifton GA; Majesty Davis, 
Houston TX; Maddison Fortman, Minster 
OH; Isabel Fritz, Brookhaven NY; Riley 
Huffman, West Fargo ND; Brittany 
Mabe, Candor NC; Kelzi Mather, West 
Liberty IA; Brock Peterson, Clyde Park 
MT; Katherine Risewick, Evansville IN; 
Jeanessa Smith, Berryville AR; Kristen 
Wieneke, Harden IL.

I'm hoping that next year more UPMA 
members can be made aware that this 
scholarship exists, and we can get even 
more students to apply.

       Deena Frakes
 

co-Vice preSident’S report
We are all charter members of UPMA, 

have you thought about that? I was one of 
the NAPUS and League team that wrote 
the bylaws of UPMA retired. We had no 
problem working together and I could see 
right away that this was going to work. The 
transition year was a great idea! Its been 
such an honor to serve on the executive 
board as Sec/Treasurer for NAPUS and 
Vice President for NAPUS and then 
UPMA. I stand here looking back on my 
journey from the first state convention in 
Alabama. My dear friend Sylvia Brown 
was the first to greet me. She was just 
honored by Alabama for 60 years service.

You are the people that are the heart 
and soul of NAPUS and League. Now we 
are one UPMA. You are my friends and I 
am so proud to stand before you. 

I will close with advice from a Glacier:  
Carve your path; Go slow; Channel your 
strengths; Smooth the way for others; Keep 
moving forward; Avoid melt downs; and 
BE COOL!

       Janiece Taylor

co-Vice preSident’S report
It has been an honor and pleasure 

to serve on the first UPMA RETIRED 
National Board. Our first meeting last fall 
in Nashville proved that all of us were 
determined to do the best for our members 
to make UPMA Retired a success. I left that 
meeting excited for our new organization.

In February, I attended the Legislative 
Advocacy Days. I received my assignments 
for state chapter conventions and looked 
forward to attending them, as it meant 
travelling for me and making new friends.  

I attended my home state of CO's 
chapter convention. There I served on the 
Memorial and Tellers committees. Tony 
Leonardi, UPMA Co-President, was the 
National officer assigned to CO. He asked 
me to help tally and verify votes for the 
National candidates. 

I next attended the MT Chapter 
convention. We attended the executive 
board meeting before convention. I spoke 
at the Retiree meeting and to the general 
session. Once again, I was asked to help 
tally and verify votes for the National 
officers.  

Next was the FL Chapter convention. I 
attended the Retirees board meeting, spoke 
at the Retirees luncheon, and attended 
Retirees general meeting. I was asked to 
assist their tellers committee during their 
state elections, and once again, to tally and 
verify votes for the National officers.  

My last convention was in WY. I 
attended the Retiree meetings and spoke 
at the general session, and to again tally 
and verify votes for the National officers.  

Thank you for the opportunity of being 
a Co-Vice President of our first UPMA 
Retired National Board. It has been a 
truly great experience working with you. 
A special thanks to Co-Presidents Clara 
and John. Your leadership and guidance 
was invaluable. It was a pleasure serving 
with you.  

     Nancy Trautman

Secretary’S report
It has been such an honor serving as 

the first UPMA Retired Secretary. I wanted 
to do this job correctly, so I enrolled in a 
course on Parliamentary Procedure. I am 
now a member of the National Association 
of Parliamentarians. 

We started the year in early November 
at our Executive Board meeting, some of 
us meeting each other for the first time. 
It has been such a pleasure to work with 
these folks. We might not have agreed 
on everything, but no one has ever been 
"disagreeable". I took minutes and emailed 
them to all Board members for review. 
We've had several telecoms since then, and 
I did the same with the minutes for those 
also. I completed the documents necessary 
to incorporate UPMA Retired in Virginia, 
obtain our EIN, and open our checking 
accounts. I worked with Co-President 
Clara McCullar to update the Committee 
Position Descriptions.  



process of Budget Reconciliation that 
takes place to match up the Presidential 
Budget with the House Budget Resolution. 
When it was unveiled in May we found 
a Budget that took direct aim at present 
and future postal and federal retirees. For 
future retirees, it proposes implementation 
of retirement based on high 5 instead of the 
current high 3 among other things. 

For the CSRS retirees, the Trump 
Budget reduces the annual COLA by 
.5%, supposedly for just next year, but 
we all know once a "savings' is found it 
quickly becomes an every-year thing. For 
current and future FERS retirees, the 2018 
budget also abolishes the FERS retirement 
supplement for those who retire prior to 
their 62nd birthday. 

In addition to the abolishment of 
the FERS supplement, for future retirees 
it will also increase FERS retirement 
contributions beginning in 2018 made by 
employees by an additional 1% EACH 
YEAR FOR THE NEXT 5 TO 6 YEARS 
to make your contribution match the 
USPS contribution. The OMB projects this 
proposal would save some $72.1 billion 
over the next 10 years. The 2018 Budget 
also proposes several postal reform items 
too numerous to list. The facts of the matter 
are that federal and postal employees and 
their families have already contributed 
$182 billion towards deficit reduction since 
2011 and the new proposals would cost 
people like us and our families more than 
$149 billion more.

Where we are today is at the really, 
really dangerous next step in the budget 
process which is "Budget Reconciliation". 
Budget Reconciliation is scary because the 
current Senate process for "reconciliation" 
leaves little time for just that. First, only 
50 votes are needed for passage; second, 
amendments are limited and can be voted 
on all lumped together; and third, total 
debate is limited to just 20 hours! The 
next step on House-Senate Conference 
Agreement is limited to just 10 hours!  

I want to urge this Executive Board 
and UPMA retirees everywhere to continue 
to check the Government Relations 
pages at Unitedpma.org frequently and 
be ready to act when called upon. Under 
Kentucky's recently adopted Bylaws, 
our Vice President-at-large within the 
Retirees was designated the Legislative 
person and I plan to try to get each states' 
name and email with that designation so 
any information I get can be passed on. 

In February I attended the Legislative 
Advocacy Days in Washington DC and 
spoke to Senators and Representatives 
about our Retiree Issues. I was pleased that 
the Board gave me the "go ahead" to print 
the By-laws in booklet form. I felt that it 
looked more professional and is easier to 
carry than full sheets of paper.

I  attended the OR mid-winter 
conference and the Chapter conventions in 
MO, IA, NV and AR, representing UPMA 
Retired at each one. One of the most 
enjoyable duties I've had was installing 
the newly elected officers, and looking 
ahead at our organization. In the words of 
those great philosophers, Timbuk 3, "The 
Future's So Bright, I Gotta Wear Shades."

        Deena Frakes

treaSurer’S report
As you can see in the budget for 

2016 - 2017 and the audit sheets that were 
completed, the retirees are in good, sound 
financial shape. 

July 11 is where I cut off the finances 
to get ready for the national convention.  
At that time we had $79.78 in savings 
(Why savings, you ask? You must have 
a savings account to have a checking 
account with Signature FCU), $108,158.30 
and $45,762.25 in two CDs, $4,495.54 in 
the scholarship fund (we will add more 
while at this convention), and $198,065.15 
in checking.  

I have also gotten the Executive Board 
bonded for a 3 year period. Now, when 
officers change, we just call and change the 
names. Rodney Boland took care of filing 
the taxes for 2016 and I thank him for that. 

I  got to attend the Maryland, 
Louisiana, and Tri-State (AL, TN and MS) 
Conventions. I enjoyed seeing old friends, 
meeting new ones, and bringing home 
good information that I can use.  Thank you 
for electing me as your Treasurer.

     Mandy Heslep Whitten

legiSlatiVe cmte. report
Last year, the turmoil of November 

elections pretty much sidelined any 
Postal legislation. I think right here is 
where I should entertain words about the 
importance of PAC. Every Postmaster and 
Retiree should be sporting a PAC or ePAC 
emblem with their UPMA shirt. Just like 
you can't change a bad call while you're 
watching your favorite sports team, PAC 

is the way the game is played. Congress 
has immense control over our health and 
benefit issues, and the power to define 
what is Universal Service. PAC covers 
campaign costs, re-elects powerful allies, 
and builds relationships. PAC is important.  

After the November elections, the 
Chairman of the House Oversight and 
Government Committee, Jason Chaffetz 
of UT, introduced a new and improved 
Postal Reform bill in the 115th Congress 
with HR 756, with bipartisan support. 
Other Postal bills introduced this year 
were HR 760, the Postal Service Financial 
Stability Act; HR 942, the Postal Employee 
Appeal Right Act; and joint bills HR 1057/
S372, the STOP Act. Important Budget 
bills include the Budget Reconciliation 
Act; joint bills HR 1205/S917, the Social 
Security Fairness Act; and HR 3031/S873, 
Thrift Savings Modernization Act.  

I attended the February Legislative 
Advocacy Days and participated in 
learning all about HR 756 and Federal 
Budget issues. I've dialed in to all Bob 
Levi's Legislative telecoms, and I've 
followed up on articles for both the 
Leader and the In the Mailbox. I feel the 
Legislative Advocacy Day "fly in" meeting 
was very beneficial for all involved and 
would encourage the UPMA Legislative 
Committee participation in the future.  

With HR 756, those who follow postal 
reform legislative thought, FINALLY! 
Something constructive with bipartisan 
support and is also supported by all the 
stakeholders and the mailers. Congressman 
Chaffetz had some of the most qualified 
and informed postal issue staffers that I've 
ever seen or heard. In March, following 
hearings, it was reported out of committee, 
which only happens in about 25% of all 
bills. The independent CBO even reported 
the bill would have a net savings to the 
Federal Budget of $6 million dollars.

In June Congressman Chaffetz 
announced his resignation from Congress 
for "personal reasons" and, of course, his 
knowledgeable staffers, with their boss 
resigning, were gone too. Congressman 
Trey Gowdy of SC now holds the leadership 
position Chaffetz previously held, and HR 
756, once again, is on the back burner. 
Gowdy and his staff are taking the time 
to "bone up" about the issues facing the 
committee he now leads. 

At the Legislative Advocacy Days 
we were warned about the then yet to be 
announced 2018 Federal Budget and the 



I have the phone number of the Capitol 
Switchboard in my phone and I think you 
all should too.

Donetta Faulkner-Elmore, Nat'l Chair

audit committee report
Last November, we conducted an audit 

on all our finances and all were correct and 
up to date. We are in sound financial status 
as all of our monies have been accounted 
for. I would like to thank our National 
President Clara McCullar for allowing me 
to serve as chairman. Also thanks to the 
audit committee and for working as a team. 

M y  f a m i l y,  m y  c h u r c h ,  m y 
community...they're always asking me why 
I continue going to these meetings, and I 
say it's because of you. Every one of you 
that are reading this article are the reason 
that I continue going. It's the friendships 
that I've have made over the years and all 
the knowledge that I've gained throughout 
my career. Thank You,

   Arlene Bush, Nat'l Chair

hoSpitality cmte. report
We certainly enjoyed seeing everyone 

in the hospitality room. I'd like to thank 
President Clara for the opportunity to co-
chair the retirees hospitality room again 
this year. I really appreciate being given 
this chance to honor our UPMA Retirees 
Organization by serving our Retirees. 
We want to thank Randy and Dianne for 
agreeing to Co-Chair the Hospitality with 
us this year, we couldn't have done this 
without their help. We also want to thank 
everyone that has helped us or volunteered 
to help. Whether it be cleaning up, serving, 
making up trays, or anything else, it takes 
a lot of hands to prepare for 577 people. 
We appreciate you all so much.  I want to 
thank my husband Steve for always being 
there to help and do what ever needs to be 
done. Thank you all. 

    Rosa Gonzales, Co-chair

Diane and I would like to thank Pres. 
Clara and Pres. John for asking us to 
help in the Retiree Hospitality Room. We 
consider it an honor to do what we can for 
the Retirees. We feel privileged to work 
with Rosa and Steve and draw from their 
experience. We certainly enjoy seeing and 
visiting with everyone. We hope all of you 
enjoyed your time of fellowship, food and 
drink in the Hospitality Room. Thank you.

            Randy McBride, Co-chair

hiStorian’S report
I am unaware of the original formation 

of Postmasters Retired in the National 
League of Postmasters, but the formation 
of Postmasters Retired in NAPUS can be 
credited to John B. Masterson, Postmaster 
at Harmon-on-Hudson, NY in 1950. 
Postmaster Masterson simply said he was 
looking forward to a group of retirees with 
whom he could meet and talk over old 
times with. From that humble beginning 
much more evolved rather than just getting 
together to talk over old times. Through 
the years Postmasters Retired have offered 
support to active postmasters, worked to 
solicit PAC funds, assisted in convention 
planning, helped defend postmasters 
in adverse action areas, active in the 
legislative field to protect their retirement 
benefits and the U.S. Postal Service as 
well. The same can be said of the Retired 
League of Postmasters, as their activities 
paralleled that of NAPUS. 

Now history is being made as we 
work together. It has been my honor and 
privilege to serve as historian for the 
past 12 years, 11 for NAPUS and the 
current year under the UPMA banner. 
When I was first appointed to the office 
by NAPUS Retired Past President Janet 
Austen, I undertook two projects, first to 
write a summary of the years activities and 
secondly, compile a book of all published 
articles concerning retirees appearing 
in the Postmaster's Gazette and in Sally 
Robinson's publication, In the Mailbox.  
The summary of the years activity printed 
in In the Mailbox annually benefited from 
a suggestion from Janet that the article be 
so situated in the publication that it is easily 
clipped and filed in a history book. This 
worked out well over the past 12 years. 
In so far as an annual book of articles 
appearing in the Gazette and the Leader, I 
had a decision to make, what do I do with 
such a book at year's end? I decided to 
send it to the NAPUS national office for 
safe keeping. After doing this I had second 
thoughts...why have it there collecting 
dust where few would see it? I retrieved 
the book and presented it to Janet at the 
Leadership Conference the next spring. 
I followed this procedure for the next 12 
years as a keepsake for each succeeding 
president.  It is often said, membership is 
the life blood of any organization, which 
surely is true, but secondly, communication 
is what nourishes the membership. It has 

been my good fortune to work closely 
with the editor of In the Mailbox, Sally 
Robinson, as well as with UPMA Gold's  
Linda Carter in this vital area. It surely 
has been an honor to serve as historian, an  
experience I will look back on with joy.

       Walt Borla

chaplain’S report
Following the 2016 Convention in 

New Orleans, we had the OK State Fall 
Conference where we elected new UPMA 
Retired officers in October 2016.

In November, I conducted the annual 
OK Retired meeting in Oklahoma City. We 
had 26 members and guests in attendance. I 
reviewed the OK Retiree printout and after 
substantial research, I identified 6 deceased 
members still on the list and forwarded that 
information to the National Office.

In October, I was appointed First VP 
of the NARFE Federation and in May 
2017 was elected to a 2-year term in that 
position. In this capacity, I emcee'd the 
state NARFE convention in May.

I assisted Chaplain with church and 
memorial services at National Convention 
in Loiusville, and compiled, set-up and 
printed programs for the services.

     James Gillispie

AREA 1 REPREsEnTATIvE REPoRT
I visited the VT Chapter Quarterly 

meetings, and reached out to the other 
chapters by phone to assist where possible. 
I also attended the MA, NH and VT 
State Conventions and assisted with 
the implementation of the Bylaws and 
discussed the National UPMA talking 
points. I witnessed also the election of 
officers for those 3 States that elect at their 
State conventions.

I was unable to attend the Maine 
Chapter convention. It was held the same 
time as the VT/NH conventions. Maine 
will be electing their officers at their 
October Meeting which will be after 
National Convention. I instructed The 
President of the retirees to send in the 
officers list and new Bylaws separately.

Demosthenes P. Sofronas

AREA 2 REPREsEnTATIvE REPoRT
During my tenure as UPMA Retired 

Area 2 Representative, I have attended 
quarterly meetings of my active chapter 
where we have discussed options for 



getting participation and involvement of 
our retirees. Very few have shown interest.

I, along with three other retirees, 
attended our State Convention. Attendance 
was very scarce on the part of both active 
and retirees. I also attended the NY State 
Convention where there was a good 
turnout of active and retirees. An article 
written by me appeared in the July 2017 
issue of the UPMA Leader.

Cora Lee Russell

AREA 4 REPREsEnTATIvE REPoRT
Attended KY State Convention at 

the Gault House Aug. 3-4. New Retired 
officers elected and installed, list turned in. 
Retiree By-laws formulated and voted on.

There was no Retiree Branch of 
League that was functioning, so there was 
no consolidating to form new chapter.

The Indiana convention was May 3-6 
in Shipshewana, IN.

Hazel Boettcher

AREA 5 REPREsEnTATIvE REPoRT
Currently Co-Sec/Treas. on the 

Active side for WV. Wrote articles for 
both the Leader and Retiree Newsletter. 
Communicated with MD’s Retiree 
President via phone, but was was unable 
to attend MD’s State Convention. Attended 
the WV State Convention and addressed 
the Retirees at their Business Meeting 
and Luncheon. Attended the VA State 
Convention and spoke at their Retiree 
Business session and luncheon.

Jim Bibey

AREA 6 REPREsEnTATIvE REPoRT
I attended the NC/SC state convention 

in Myrtle Beach from April 20-22. I 
also attended the GA state convention in 
Calloway Gardens, GA from May 4-6. 
Both conventions were well attended by 
retirees.  Sean Accord was at the NC/SC 
state convention and installed the newly 
elected officers for both states. Tony 
Leonardi was at the GA State convention 
and installed the newly elected officers. 

David Disharoon 

AREA 7 REPREsEnTATIvE REPoRT
I have learned how to look up 

membership reports with the help of 
Frank Augustosky and Lorraine Lindsay, 
MI’s Membership Chair. This information 

helped MI retirees present a case to the 
active Michigan UPMA chapter for a $10 
dues reimbursement back to the retirees. 
Illinois went to their active board and 
received 7% back to their retiree’s chapter.  

IL retirees had approximately 45 
retirees at their state convention. They also 
had two other get-togethers throughout the 
year. MI had around 25 retirees at the state 
convention. They hold a 2-day reunion/
meeting in September that is well attended.

I attended the Legislative Advocacy 
days. I have written articles for both the 
Leader and the retiree newsletter.

Gena Nelson

AREA 8 REPREsEnTATIvE REPoRT
I have been honored to serve as the 

Retired Area 8 Rep and wish to thank those 
who trusted me enough to appoint me. My 
Area includes the great states of Arkansas, 
Iowa, and Missouri. Upon my appointment 
I sent an introduction out to each of these 
states and set up a communication network. 
As I explained to them this will let me pass 
important information on to them and offer 
a resource for them should they have any 
issues or need any clarification. 

I was able to attend all of the State 
Conventions in Area 8, and after a follow 
up, all the new state By-Laws were reported 
to have been submitted to the national 
office. The new slates of 2018 chapter 
retired officers have been submitted also. 
At each of the conventions I made sure that 
I went over all of the talking points sent 
to me by our national board. I submitted 
articles for the UPMA Leader and for the 
UPMA Retirees In the Mailbox, but also 
have more scheduled for this year. 

I did witness some growing pains but 
most of those, once discussed, were easily 
resolved. One other problem I had this year 
was a retired Postmaster who called me 
about a problem with OPM. To help her 
I had to recommend outside contacts to 
assist her. I would at this time recommend 
that we work to find or train personnel 
to help retirees with problems that they 
may face with OPM, Social Security, and 
Medicare for example. I believe we will 
have an even better organization to offer to 
retirees.  Another thing I want to mention 
is that we need to encourage the use of 
retirees at the Chapter level. We have the 
skills and the time, we can help. 

Robert Frakes

AREA 9 REPREsEnTATIvE REPoRT
In February, I attended Legislative 

Advocacy Days in Washington DC. I 
attended  the legislative training session 
and joined my Minnesota delegation 
the following day to visit and promote 
legislative issues supported by the UPMA. 

On Feb. 22-24, I attended the ND state 
UPMA convention in Bismark. Attended 
the general sessions, and the retired 
chapter business meetings. Addressed the 
retirees and shared all national talking 
points pertinent to retirees, recorded and 
forwarded the retiree election results to the 
National Retiree Secretary. I had a very 
informative visit with National VP Mike 
Quinn, attended the grand banquet and 
volunteered as auctioneer for the retiree 
scholarship auction.

On May 5-7, I attended the WI state 
UPMA convention in Manitowoc. I 
attended the general sessions and the retiree 
business meeting. Addressed the retirees, 
explained all national talking points and 
legislative issues. Answered questions and 
explained HR 756 as it pertains to retirees. 
Recorded and forwarded retiree election 
results to the National Retiree Secretary. I 
had a informative visit with Richard Hui 
concerning UPMA convention procedures 
and protocol. 

In May, I wrote an article for the 
UPMA  Leader. On May 17 -19, I attended 
my home state convention in Walker, MN. 
I attended the general sessions and all of 
the retiree functions. Participated in all 
activities, and assisted in retiree elections 
and business sessions.  Recorded and 
forwarded retiree election results to the 
National Secretary.  I had a discussion with 
Co-President John Olson and Co-President 
Tony Leonardi on retiree concerns and 
attitudes I'd encountered in other states.

On June 14-16, I attended the SD State 
UPMA convention in Huron.  Again, I 
attended the general sessions along with all 
retiree business meetings. Met with Dennis 
Nemmers, former Area 9 retiree rep, and 
asked for his input on how I might serve 
the position better. I met with the retirees 
and discussed all the national talking 
points, particularily HR 756.  Recorded 
and forwarded retiree election results to the 
National Secretary.  I also was taught a new 
card game in the hospitality room and left 
a nice donation to the branch because of it.  

Wes Balken



AREA 10 REPREsEnTATIvE REPoRT
I attended the Legislative Advocacy 

days and National Convention in 2017, and 
also submitted articles for the Leader and 
our retiree Newsletter, fulfilling my duties 
as the Area 10 Rep. 

I attended the OK State convention 
April 7-8 in Norman. Met with Retirees, 
answered, and discussed questions, and 
enjoyed the hospitality of the OK Chapter. 

Attended my home state of Kansas' 
convention April 21-23. Spoke from 
podium and attended Retiree’s meetings, 
again discussing UPMA policies and 
procedures for the new by-laws and 
consolidation to UPMA. 

Attended the NE State Convention 
April 30-May 1 in Kearney.  Attended 
Retiree meetings and sat in on active 
meetings,  visit ing and discussing 
Postmaster and Manager concerns about 
UPMA and the future of our organization.

I was available by phone all year to 
all 3 states and submitted news articles to 
each state to keep them all informed on the 
movement through the consolidation and 
Legislative agenda. 

Ron Wood

AREA 11 REPREsEnTATIvE REPoRT
As Area 11 Representative I have 

shared the UPMA Gold emails so retirees 
would be in the loop to receive current 
information from National to the field. 

I met with the Texas Co-executive 
Board and reviewed, modified and finalized 
the By-laws and established a budget to be 
presented at the State Convention.  

I attended and participated in the TX 
State Convention with the active and retired 
Postmasters. I shared information about the 
Retiree Scholarship and explained how 
applicants are accepted, where to find 
applications, and how funds are raised. At 
the retiree meeting the By-laws and budget 
were voted on and adopted, as well as new 
officers elected. The Retiree State Officers, 
2018 was mailed to the National Secretary.  

I've written and submitted articles for 
the newsletters. I have served as a resource 
to a LA Postmaster concerning disability 
retirement. To ensure that I was directing 
him correctly I spoke to the Social Security 
representative and got the person that 
could address his concerns. I reviewed 
the information on the OPM website and 
provided him step-by-step directions to the 
link using the UPMA website.  

I send letters to my senators regularly 
regarding matters of concern to Postmasters 
and retirees, including HR 756-Changes 
to Retiree/Health Benefits in the Postal 
Reform Act. Repeal of the WEP is also 
addressed.

I met with congressman Al Green to 
discuss the importance of repealing the 
WEP and the impact of retirees being 
forced to have Medicare Part B as primary 
insurance. He expressed that he was not in 
favor of any legislation that would harm 
federal or retired constituents.

Barbara Dillard

AREA 12 REPREsEnTATIvE REPoRT
During this past year I contacted 

the co-presidents for the area of my 
responsibility: AZ, CA, HI, and NV. I 
discussed with them how the process of 
the merger was taking shape. Some states 
were further ahead than others. I also asked 
to be included in the state’s agenda so I 
could share information given to me from 
the national co-presidents.  

On April 21-23, I attended the CA state 
convention in Sacramento. The convention 
was very well attended by 22 retirees. The 
league co-president did not attend. The 
bylaws were adopted and approved. New 
state officers were elected.

On May 20-21, I attended the NV state 
convention in Sparks, the site of the 2018 
national convention. 13 Retirees attended. 
The bylaws were adopted and approved, 
and new state officers were elected.

On June 24-25 I attended the AZ 
state convention. 8 Retirees attended. The 
bylaws were adopted and approved. The 
new state officers were elected.

The state of Hawaii did not have a 
convention. My observations conclude that, 
with the exception of a few individuals, the 
merger is being well accepted.

Theodore W. Stinson

AREA 13 REPREsEnTATIvE REPoRT
I attended the Mississippi Mid-Winter 

meeting in Jackson MS on March 19 and 
the Tri-State Convention in Pigeon Forge 
TN. The TN UPMA chapter laid out the 
red carpet with a Bar-B-Que on Saturday 
night - the food and fellowship were great! 
The Mississippi Chapter of UPMA was 
well represented, the Alabama Chapter 
had a great many delegates present also. 
The TN Chapter of UPMA did a great job 
in hosting the Tri-State. 

A few things went wrong but it was 
due to new people during the planning. 
I want to thank the Mississippi Chapter 
for being such great leaders in the face 
of adversity, and to thank the Tennessee 
Chapter for apologizing for the mix up.

The Tri-State Convention was filled 
with great speakers and training. I want 
to commend the retirees in attendance 
from all three states, the active members 
only outnumbered us by a few people. As 
with any convention, attendance is always 
important. I encourage all members to 
attend - there is always information to 
share with one another. Most conventions 
have the District Manager or someone 
from the Area to give updates on the 
Postal Service. I spent 32 years trying to 
understand why Postmasters don’t care 
enough about their jobs to come to a 
meeting or convention where that can learn 
more about their jobs and how to perform 
their duties better.  

Richard L. Barnett

AREA 15 REPREsEnTATIvE REPoRT
This first  year of our new UPMA  

organization saw many growing pains. 
The first issue I noticed was the lack of 
open communication between the old 
organizations, NAPUS & League. 

This year I reached out to ALL five 
states in Area 15 with informational facts 
from our national office. Lists of the new 
state retired officers and the new Retired 
State By-laws have been sent to the 
national office. 

I have completed two articles for the 
UPMA Leader and two for the Newsletter. 
As I stated earlier, there were many growing 
pains in ALL the states I represented.   

Ken Engstrom 

Retired Postmaster To 
Umpire World Series!
(with permission from Mike's Facebook Page)

Mike McCullough, PM Retired 
Ruskin FL, and Florida Chapter Retiree 
President, has been selected as one of 
only 16 umpires in the country to call 
games at the Little League World Series in 
Williamsport PA. Congratulations Mike!

Mike has been a volunteer umpire 
for local Little Leagues since 1988, and 
has umpired thousands of games at 
Little League fields throughout Pinellas 
County. At age 65, Mike says, "This has 



never been a job. Some guys weightlift, 
or some do woodwork. Little League is 
my hobby. I don't want to change that. I 
want to do this until I can't see straight."  

Fellow umpire Mike Leath put it this 
way: "I have had the opportunity to watch 
fellow umpires in all levels of play - in the 
Little League Tournaments from Local 
District to Section, State, Region and 
World Series in both baseball and softball. 
But one more is doing the Ultimate World 
Series, yet to be played. That is the 
Little League Baseball World Series in 
Williamsport PA. Congratulations to my 
umpire friend Michael McCullough. You 
get to step on the True Field of Dreams, 
in the largest youth sports tournament 
in the world! I will be watching you live 
the ultimate dream of all Little League 
umpires. Most of all, have fun!" 

HR 756's Unmentioned cost  
After talking with other retirees and 

our Director of Government Relations, 
I find I can't withhold my opinion any 
longer. I have reviewed all the advantages 
and disadvantages that HR 756 will have 
on retirees of Medicare eligible age. The 
cost for my wife and I will go up $2472 a 
year, AFTER co-pay savings on drugs and 
doctor visits! 

Our Legislative Director tells me 
three things: First, this only effects a 
small number of retirees. Therefore, this 
small number of retirees, that built this 
organization and have supported it for 
many years, are being sacrificed for the 
benefit of the Postal Service. If we are 
such a small group, how can our small 
contribution have any significant impact 
on the Postal Services 50 plus billion dollar 
budget?; Secondly, if your doctor doesn't 
accept Medicare, the additional cost falls 
to you; Thirdly, the so called major benefit 
to me is there will be no co-pay "should 
I need surgery". My co-pay maximum 
under FEHBP is $3500. I would need 
to have surgery every 17 months just to 
break even for the $2472 annual cost. I 
don't know about you, but I don't plan on 
being in the hospital every 17 months for 
the rest of my life. For every 17 months 
I don't go to the hospital I am pocketing 
$3500. Do the math, you can't get those 
kinds of odds in Vegas. 

The final insult is that the current head 
of the House of Representatives and his 
party have stated publically many times 

that they want to do away with Medicare, 
cut its benefits or put it on a voucher 
system, thus fixing the amount that will 
go towards it, costing you even more 
as the price goes up.  Should you agree 
with me, please contact your Senator and 
Congressman/woman and ask them not to 
support HR-756.  
             Gary Greenhalgh, Yuba City CA

GOD'S PRESENCE, 
OUR REST

Have you ever felt all alone even in 
the midst of a crowd or with friends all 
around? Let us examine the story told in 
Exodus 33:14.

Moses had been born at a time 
when Herod had declared that all male 
children two years old and under were 
to be killed. Moses mother put him in 
God's 'hands' as she prepared a basket, 
put the baby inside and floated him down 
the Nile. As his sister followed the course 
of the basket, it came to rest among the 
bulrushes near where the Queen and her 
maids were bathing. Thus began his early 
life in the court of the king.

I can't help but think that even at 
this time in his life, the exalted life he was 
living, that he must have felt alone. Then 
as he got older and saw the treatment to 
which the Israelites were subjected, he 
was involved in an altercation resulting 
in him killing an Egyptian soldier. He fled 
to the back side of the desert where he 
found himself tending the flock of Jethro. 
Perhaps at this juncture he was more "at 
rest" than any other time in his life.

However, he was jolted into God's 
presence by the appearance of the 
"burning bush". We all know the story 
as it unfolded. He would go back to the 
palace and demand that Pharaoh let 
"God's people go". Following the plagues 
and a hurried exodus to the Red Sea, can 
you imagine how lonely he must have felt 
as the people grumbled and complained 
about him leading them to the water's 
edge to die.

Then God's presence was manifest 
with the miracle of the Red Sea crossing. 
However, that great event would be 
followed shortly with continued problems. 
Even in the midst of thousands of his 
fellow Israelites he had to feel alone. God 
had to know the loneliness Moses felt 
when He called him into His presence on 
Mt. Sinai. Still Moses must have felt alone 

when he descended from the Mount and 
observed the reviling of the people. We 
could continue with the story of Moses 
but I'm sure you are well versed in the 
full drama.

Moses must have thought or perhaps 
even uttered "Will You be my companion 
and comrade - my referee in difficulty; my 
adviser in this perplexing situation, my 
friend in this solitude?" Then God speaks 
to Moses in the verse noted above: "My 
presence shall go with thee, and I will 
give thee rest".

We can take joy in realizing that 
God's concern for us is no less than it was 
for Moses. Let us find rest, real rest, in 
knowing that whatever situation we find 
ourselves, we have a "Friend who sticks 
closer than a brother".

    James Gillispie, Retiree Chaplain

UPMA AUXILIARY 
oRGAnIZATIon
The National UPMA Executive Board 

has authorized the formation of an Auxiliary 
to UPMA. The Auxiliary supports, 
promotes and protects Postmasters' and 
Managers' concerns, while providing 
their spouse, family and/or friends, and 
retired Postmasters with an organization 
of friendship and fellowship. Sharing 
concerns, building good public relations 
for the Postal Service, generating new 
ideas, and having fun together all make 
our work more interesting, worthwhile, 
and rewarding.

Membership is open to all PMs, 
Managers, Retired PMs, Retired Managers, 
their spouses, and children, their parents 
and their in-laws. Anyone supportive of 
the UPMA including extended family 
members can also be Associate Auxiliary 
members.  BRATS are Auxiliary members 
between the ages of 6 - 21.  BRATS stands 
for Bringing Real Attributes To Society.

At the UPMA National Convention in 
Louisville KY, Articles of Incorporation 
and Bylaws for this Auxiliary will be 
reviewed and approved by those attending 
the meeting then an election of officers 
will follow with the first business meeting. 

On a state level Auxiliary members 
can help out at their annual conventions 
with travel from airports to convention 
sites for speaking guests, registrations 
and a place for fellowship.  At the national 
level the BRATS will conduct their own 



– – – – – – – – – – –

I was an infantryman in 1969, just 
arrived in Vietnam and assigned to 9th 
Infantry Division in the Mekong Delta. 
I had the good fortune to be in "D" 
Company, 4/39th Infantry Battalion 
commanded by Col. David Hackworth. 
Col. Hackworth wrote a book about 
our unit and those of us who fought 
together. STEEL MY SOLDIERS HEARTS 
tells our story quite well. 

I served as a radio operator so I 
carried a radio, 2 antennas, and a spare 
battery in addition to my rifle, ammo, 
grenades, and rations. My rucksack 
probably weighed around 70 pounds, a 
heavy load for a 150 Ib. kid of 19 years 
old. Every time one had to get to his 
feet, it was a strain, leading to the more 
common term for infantrymen, "Grunt". 

The Delta is a very wet environment, 
so we had to deal with the terrain as 
much as we did Communists. We walked 
in water, slept in water, and the result 
was very hard on men's skin. We ended 
up with immersion feet (called "Trench 
foot" in previous wars) or what we called 
"Paddy rot", as well as ring worm. 

Another element of dealing with 
muddy rivers was leaches. They had 
a tendency to attach themselves in 
hard to reach parts of your body so, 
as a result, you had to depend on a 
buddy to check you over and of course, 
you would have to return the favor. 
(Use your imagination). Removal of a 
leach is pretty straightforward. Light a 
cigarette and touch the hot end to the 
leach, causing it to drop off. Or squirt 
some mosquito repellent on it, but that 
smarted. Plus, we might need that bug 
juice for keeping the mosquitoes at bay. 
I thought we had ferocious mosquitoes 
in Minnesota but they were amateurs 
compared to the bugs in 'Nam!  

So when you hear someone say 
"War is Hell", keep in mind he's not 
always referring to combat. That's an 
entirely other subject I won't get into. 
But every day that I don't have the 
intense pain of paddy rot, ringworm, 
leaches, or mosquitoes, I am grateful. 
Life may not always be wonderful, but 
it's always good.

         Bruce Peters

– – – – – – – – – – –

Early in the morning of August 14, 
1945, my ship, the S.S. West Cusseta, 
arrived at New Westminster, B.C. Canada. 
After docking, our Commanding Officer 
notified the crew that the war was over 
- the Japanese had surrendered! You 
can just imagine the joy that was felt 
by all of us.

Most of the crew were granted 
liberty and I attended a big celebration 
in Vancouver. After a fantastic day of 
celebrating, I returned to my ship, but it 
was impossible to get to sleep, thinking 
about the great event of the day.  I put 
my thoughts to paper and the result was 
my poem "PEACE".

Each year on August 14, my thoughts 
always take me back to 1945...V-J DAY.

                    Sam Tridente

"Peace"
Peace – at last, at last the war is over; 
These are the thankful, jubilant words of 
the hour 
Echoing humbly yet proudly from the 
cliffs of Dover 
To the far flung blood-stained fields of 
Okinawa.

Peace – a strickened world settles down 
to rest; 
And no more do men so needlessly have 
to die. 
Once again the land with happiness is 
blessed, 
Hearts filled with laughter that once 
used to cry.

Peace – at the cost of many valiant 
dead; 
The blue sea, the crusty earth marks a 
grave 
For guys like Rico, Cohen, Riley and 
Bufred,  
who so willing fought and who so bravely 
gave.

Peace – peace on earth, good will to 
men; 
No longer just a hopeful dream or idle 
saying. 
There's brightness with the sun in life sky 
again 
And smudged-face kids like before are 
playing.

elections and  meetings, learning about 
Parliamentary Procedure and public 
speaking. They'll also have organized 
activities and outings at the National 
Conventions, supervised by adult Auxiliary 
members, freeing parents to attend their 
meetings. We ask that every one of you 
reach out to Postmasters and Managers and 
encourage them to bring their families to 
your State and National Conventions.  It 
can become a great family vacation

Each UPMA State Chapter can form 
their own UPMA Auxiliary and collect 
membership after the first meeting of 
their state UPMA Board. It is our hope 
that every state chapter will authorize a 
state Auxiliary and that they will have 
families that want to help Postmasters 
and Managers with their postal concerns 
and their state conventions. Families can 
still be very effective talking to their local 
congressional representatives.

          Lucy Olson, Interim President

VET'S CORNER
While serving on the USS Cherokee 

ATF66 (ATF-Attack Tug Fleet) during 
WWII, we spent those years serving 
in the Mediterranean in the battle for 
ORAN, then did North Atlantic anti-
submarine patrols until that menace 
abated in 1944.

During 1945, along with other 
rescue and repair duty, the ship was 
ordered to the La Plata River area near 
Buenos Aires, Argentina where two 
German Submarines had surrendered 
and were being held near Montevideo, 
Uruguay under U.S. Navy control.

The USS Cherokee was ordered to sail 
from Norfolk, VA, where we were based 
in mid-1945, to bring them to Norfolk. 
The German crews of the submarines 
had deserted and had disappeared into 
the Argentine populace, as had so many 
other Germans

With skilled mechanics in the crew 
of the Cherokee, assessment was made 
of the subs conditions. The U-566 was 
found inoperable (engine damage) and 
was towed; the U-907 was found to be 
in running order and was sailed back to 
Norfolk. It was an interesting experience 
and postscript to the Cherokees's WWII 
service.

          Alfred Huffer



Peace – may it never again be denied us; 
For our sacrifices were many - our 
sorrows great. 
Let us together pray for God's help to 
guide us 
For He, unlike war, heeds man's color, 
creed, or faith.

Peace – emerges triumphantly to rise 
and be reborn 
Midst the chaos of misery, pain and 
utter ruin, 
Again the lamp of liberty hums bright to 
greet the dawn, 
Thank you, dear Father, for bringing it to 
us this soon,

Peace – at last, at last the war is over.

Letters - We 
Get Letters

SAD, SAD NEWS:
 Our daughter Amy passed 
last night (July 30) in 
Paul's arms. We had just 
left after spending the day 
with her. Our Little Girl 
is no longer in pain or 
suffering. Please pray for 
her and us as we deal with 
this. Please, we ask for 
some privacy and respect 
as we move forward. Thank 
you for your prayers and 
support, both emotionally 
and financially, this past 
year and a half. God Bless! 
Fly high My Monkey!
 Also, many thanks to 
those who contributed to 
Amy's Leukemia Fund in 
Becky's Mothers name. 
(Becky's 90-year old Mom 
passed away in May) 
     Dale & Becky Goff
Ed. Note: Condolences may 
be sent to Dale and Becky 
Goss at PO Box 212, Folsom 
LA 70437. Donations in 
memory of Amy may be made 
to: Mary Bird Perkins 
Cancer Center, Our Lady of 
The Lake, 4950 Essen Lane, 
Baton Rouge, LA 70809, or 
offer the gift of life 

at your local Blood Bank 
Center or hospital. Also 
sign up as a donor at Be A 
Match.Org to become a match 
for someone in need.

• • • • •

TO ALL:
 A GoFundMe account has 
been set up for the family 
of 14-year-old Kaytlynn 
Cargill, granddaughter of 
retired PM Donna Hill, 
whose death has been ruled 
a homocide. Anyone who 
would like to donate can go 
to www.GoFundMe.com, search 
for the Kaytlynn Cargill 
Memorial Fund. Donations 
can also be mailed to the 
Kaytlynn Cargill Memorial 
Fund, Bank of the West, 
5801 Davis Blvd, Richland 
Hills, TX 76180. Meanwhile, 
continue to pray for Donna 
and her family. Cards may 
be mailed to Donna and 
Lewis Hill, 1501 Joshua 
Way, Granbury TX 76048, 
and to Kaytlynn's parents 
at: Keith and Trisha West, 
1702 Oak Creek Lane, Apt C, 
Bedford, TX 76022.
     Rosa Gonzales

• • • • •

THANK YOU:
 The love and kindness 
you've shown my family and 
me has made a difference 
in getting through these 
dark days. Your cards, 
e-mails, phone calls, 
and most importantly 
your prayers have lifted 
our spirits. I'm a firm 
believer that "GOD" never 
makes a mistake. I'd ask 
for continued prayers for 
me and my family. Thanks 
and God Bless. (Ed.Note: 
Shirley is past Nat'l 
Retiree Sec/Treas. Her 
address is 10 Alcovy Court, 
Covington, GA 30014)
     Shirley Jonhson

• • • • •

GET WELL:
 Hugh Bates informed me 
that Janie is back in the 
hospital in need of our 
thoughts and prayers. Cards 
can be mailed to Janie and 
Hugh at 201 Hoyt Brownie 
Road, Clanton AL 35045.
       Ted Carrico

• • • • •

WITH THANKS:
 I would like to thank 
everyone for the cards 
prayers and thoughts during 
the past five months that 
I've been having such 
difficulties. Thank you! 
(Ed.Note: Rod's address 
is 197 Andrew Ave., East 
Meadow NY 11554)
    Roderick Geoghegan

• • • • •

GET WELL WISHES:
 Warren Michener, Past 
Pres. PA Chapter NAPUS and 
Past VP Area 4, underwent 
triple bypass surgery at 
Morton Plant Hospital in 
Clearwater, FL. Cards may 
be sent to him at 9245 Golf 
View Dr., New Port Richey, 
FL 34655.
      Linda Michener

• • • • •

GOOD NEWS:
 Cindy Kain, former 
NYS Editor and former 
Gazette Editor received 
the Rotary District 7170 
Rotarian of the Year 
Award. She holds the 
positions of Trumansburg 
Club Secretary, District 
7170 Newsletter Editor 
and Club and District Web 
Editor. Congrats may be 
mailed to Cindy at PO Box 
216, Burdett NY 14818, 
or emailed to her at 
goddess48@aim.com. 
      from UPMA Gold

• • • • •



DEAR SALLY:
 I am retired not in my 
eighties yet. Many thanks 
to Lyle Puppe for writing 
regarding the WEP. I am 
affected by both the WEP 
and GPO. When I asked at 
the last Convention about 
the WEP I was told," Oh 
well, we are pursuing the 
GPO". Oh, I thought,"Guess 
we can't make an effort 
to cure two ills at one 
time". I had no idea I am 
one of 1.5 Million still 
breathing! Wonder how many 
affected by the GPO and how 
many affected by both the 
WEP and the GPO? Much love 
and respect to Retirees who 
never give up or give in.
      Carol Kroupa

• • • • •

WITH THANKS:
 I'd like to thank all of 
our members for the cards, 
emails, and kind remarks I 
received during my recent 
health problem, which I 
continue to work on. Thank 
you! (Ed.Note: Stan's 
address is 107 Johnson Dr., 
Butler PA 16001)
     Stan Ostwinch

• • • • •

THANKS FOR CARING:
 My wife Freda and I 
would like to thank our 
UPMA family and friends for 
their prayers, cards and 
all expressions of sympathy 
during the death of our 
son Lee. We sincerely 
appreciate your kindnesses 
and please know they helped 
us get through a very 
trying time. We also ask 
that you continue to pray 
for my only living brother, 
Perry, who is still confined 
in Kindred Hospital in 
Dayton OH. (Ed.Note: the 
Harewood's address is 415 
Trenton Street, Hillsboro 
OH 45133)
 Wendell & Freda Harewood

Obituaries
it is with a great sense of sadness that i 
learn of the passing of betty eickler, 
87, of New Paltz, Ny, on July 23th. i 
worked many years with betty in the 80's 
& 90's in the fight to save post offices. 
betty chaired the NaPus committee on 
saving post offices. she was a relentless 
tiger on the subject, really a champion. 
she organized and chaired instructional 
meetings on Prevention of Post Office 
closings at leadership conferences in 
Washington Dc every spring and at 
the National conventions every year. in 
recalling betty's efforts, the old saying 
"she left no stone unturned" certainly 
applied to her work on the committee. 
When the Postal service sprung the 
POstPlan upon us, i messaged her, 
"betty we have saved post offices but 
we have lost postmasters, 10,000 of 
them." a NaPus champion has passed 
on but not forgotten. rest in Peace 
my friend. cards may be mailed to her 
daughter, Joanne eickler, 45 castagna 
Drive, apt 007, Pawling,Ny 12564. 

(from Walt borla)  

teD MccOrD, 82, PM retired, Ohio, 
died July 3rd. ted retired from the usPs 
with 30 years of service. He was active 
in NaPus at both state and national 
levels. He served as PM at several 
central Ohio locations. He was well 
known for the many hours of volunteer 
time and his commitment to the shriners 
burn Hospitals. cards may be sent to 
his daughter, Debbie spence at 6986 
shorehill lane, columbus OH 43235. 

(from sara kreitzer)

WilliaM "bill" keNNeDy, 91, retired 
PM of Woodsboro, tX passed away on 
May 7th. bill was a WWii army veteran, 
having served in the Pacific. He was a 
graduate of the university of Missouri 
school of Journalism and put his education 
to good use, first as the editor of several 
weekly newspapers in southwest tX and 
then as long time editor of the lone 
star Postmaster. annually bill walked off 
with the bulk of the awards made to the 

chapter publications at national NaPus 
conventions. sometimes controversial, 
bill called the shots as he saw them, 
making friends and enemies along the 
way. bill and his wife, tomi, who passed 
in 2010, had one son and five adopted 
children. years ago, as bill told it, they 
thought they would not have children so 
they traveled to Denver to adopt a son. 
When they had made their selection they 
were told the boy came from a family 
of five and was not to be divided. so, 
bill and tomi said, we will take all five.  
His ashes were deposited with his wife's 
at the arlington National cemetery in 
Virginia. cards for the family may be 
sent to one of bill's sons: steve kennedy, 
P.O. box 1096, Goliad, tX 77963. 

(from Walt borla)  

Willie cHester “W.c.” DaNiel, 
89, of sandersville, Ga, died June 
17th. He was a Navy veteran, serving 
as a radio operator during the korean 
conflict. He had a 43 yr. career with 
the usPs, starting as a mail carrier, then 
PM of Warthen and Davisboro where 
he was instrumental in the construction 
of a new post office. condolences 
may be sent to wife Marilyn at 433 
Morningside Dr, sandersville Ga 31082. 

(from ricky Miller)

it is with great sadness that i want to 
inform you that my mom, DeaNe 
NelsON, 82, passed away peacefully at 
home surrounded by family in Gulfport, 
Ms. she was Postmaster retired, seward 
ak. she is survived by her husband 
Donald, of sixty-three years, and two 
sons. Deane enjoyed traveling with her 
husband and her dear friend, bertha 
bousley, a fellow alaskan Postmaster. 
Deane rose through the us Postal 
service from a part-time carrier in MN 
to postmaster for three different towns 
in ak - barrow, Nome, and seward. she 
retired from seward in 1995 and turned 
her attention to the Van Gilder Hotel, 
a historical hotel owned by Deane and 
her husband from 1986 to 2000. upon 
selling the hotel and "finally" retiring, 
she and Donald moved to Gulfport, 
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Ms in 2001 to enjoy family, the warmth 
of the sand, and the sound of the Gulf. 
this dream was dashed when Hurricane 
katrina destroyed their home. they 
moved to coeur D'alene, iD in 2006, 
but the gravity of friends and warmth once 
again pulled Deane and Donald back to 
Gulfport in 2013. condolences may be 
mailed to the Nelson Family at 4640 W. 
beach blvd a-2, Gulfport Ms 39501. 

(from Don Nelson)

aNN HuDsON buck, 82, Postmaster 
retired, Grimesland, Nc died June 
19th. ann served many years with 
the usPs including 23 as PM in 
Grimesland. she was active in the 
Nc chapter of the NaPus, serving 
as its sec-treas. and chairing several 
committees. cards may be mailed to the 
Hudson-buck Family at 3972 Hudson 
crossroads, Greenville Nc 27858. 

(from clarence Hunter)

DaViD McbriDe died June 20th. 
David was a PM retired Gardner, ks 
and Ottawa ks. He served NaPus 
in many positions, including the 
Nat'l PM rep chairperson in the late 
1990-early 2000's. He conducted 
training classes for national and chapter 
PM reps, and was highly acclaimed for 
his Postmaster representative skills. 

(from Dona sele & linda Jones)

FraNcis leWis caPutO, 82, emmaus, 
Pa, passed away July 27th. Fran worked 
for the usPs for 30 years, was a member 
of the Delaware National Guard and was 
involved with local politics and various 
organizations right up until his passing. 

(from stan Ostwinch)

JOHNNy WaDe WilliaMs, PM 
retired centrahoma and caney Ok, 
passed away on July 15th. cards 
may be mailed to wife angela at 
PO box 1146, atoka Ok 74525. 

(from laura Mccormick)

Geneva Haywood Hinson, 92, died June 
19th. she was the mother of linwood 
Hinson, PM retired, Jamestown Nc. 
cards may be mailed to linwood at 
1109 byron lane, archdale Nc 27263. 
(from Delma Murdock & enola Mixon)

evelyn baldwin, PM retired blue springs 
Ms, has lost her granddaughter Melissa, 
28, who leaves behind two small children. 
cards may be mailed to evelyn at 408 
Mountain leader trail, tupelo Ms 38804. 

(from kathy keene-Williams)

Pat brumley's daughter, rebecca, passed 
away on July 31st after a long battle with 
cancer. Pat is PM retired from converse, 
la. Pat's home address: 21350 Highway 
174, converse la 71419-0054. 

(from Gerri swarm)

the brother of Dean Whitman, PM 
retired of Fleetwood Pa, passed away. 
Dean has lost his two brothers in a 14 
month period. He is totally devastated and 
could use all your prayers for him and his 
family. sympathy cards may be sent to 32 
calming trail, sinking spring Pa 19608. 

(from sharon Whitman) 

Donald cowen, son of bobby Joe 
cowen, PM retired, atkins, ar, lost 
his battle with cancer august 14th. 
condolences may be sent to bobby 
Joe and wife Verla at 1122 Frankfort 
ave, russellville, ar 72801-3066. 

(from robert and Joan trotter)

We are sorry to report that David 
Disharoon's mother has passed away. 
David is the uPMa retired area 
6 representative and a member 
o f  the  uPMa adver se  ac t ion 
committee. condolences may be 
sent to David and his family at P.O. 
box 1322, Dawsonville, Ga 30534. 

(from Gerri swarm)

The views expressed in the 
Retiree In The Mailbox are 
those of the writer, and not 

necessarily those of the  
USPS or of UPMA.


