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     UPMA National Election Policy 

 

1. The period of official announcement for the position of National President, National Secretary/Treasurer 

and National Vice President shall be thirty (30) days prior to the start of the National Convention 

preceding the convention at which the election shall take place.  

2. Whenever possible, sitting National Executive Board members who have announced their intention to 

seek National Office, shall not be assigned to attend any chapter conventions on official travel. 

3. Members of the National Executive Board must refrain from publicly speaking for or against any 

candidate, other than themselves. 

4. There shall be no campaigning on the convention floor when the convention is in session, except for 

speeches, or debates, as set forth by the President and the National Executive Board. 

5. Candidates for all National offices shall be permitted to set up a booth in the exhibit hall at cost for 

sharing information and possible fund raising. 

6. In lieu of nominations, all declared candidates for National President and National Secretary-Treasurer 

should be given (10) ten minutes to speak at the convention in the year preceding the election.  If they so 

choose, a candidate may defer their time to allow someone to speak on their behalf for the remainder of 

their (10) ten minutes.  

7. The successful/unsuccessful candidates for National Office may be given up to two (2) minutes to 

address the general session if time permits. 

8. Membership totals to determine chapter votes, as called for in UPMA Bylaws Art. VI Sec 6, for all 

voting (i.e., elections and time and place) shall be pulled by the National Office 30 days prior to the start 

of the National Convention at which the votes will be cast.   

9. If any national candidate withdraws, the withdrawn candidate’s name/number of votes (as cast by the 

chapter convention) shall be left on the ballot, but annotated as withdrawn.   

10.  In any roll call vote, no passing will be allowed.  If any Chapter does not vote after their chapter has 

been called, their vote shall be forfeited, unless the Chair decides that there is a good and a reasonable 

reason that the Chapter was absent at the time they were called. 

11.  Any National Candidate running unopposed may by motion be elected through acclamation.  Any 

position (s) in a National Election involving 3 or more candidates, the candidate(s) earning the most votes 

is elected. 

12.  Candidates for any National position may declare at any time; however, they can only receive votes cast 

at chapter conventions. 

13.  This National Executive Board Policy may be changed or amended by a two thirds (2/3) majority vote of 

the National Executive Board. 

 

 


