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LOOKING TO 
THE FUTURE 

 
 

UPMA Ret                        
Vice President 

 
       Time certainly flies by these 
days.  It seems like the new UP-
MA organization was just orga-
nized and started it’s first year 
and now we’re already in the 
second year. The co-boards 
served for the first year and now 
we are down to one officer in 
each position, we’re in our sec-
ond year and the obvious ques-
tion seems to be, where do we 
go from here?  The annual audit 
of the treasurer has been com-
pleted and the executive board 
has met and started planning for 
the coming year.  The board, ar-
ea reps and committees are all in 
place and know what their re-
sponsibilities are but what I 
would like to ask you is, what are 
you planning to do to support 
the organization this year?   
 
Certainly we hope that many 
members attend their state con-
vention this year and also the 
national convention if possible 

THANKFUL 
 

 
UPMA Ret President 
 
As we are into the 
Holiday Season let 
us take time to 

remember the blessings we en-
counter every day of our 
lives.  Family and Friends are at 
the top of my list.  I am Thankful 
daily to wake up every morning.  I 
am Thankful for the opportunities 

FROM THE 
TREASURER 

 
 

UPMA Ret Treasurer 
 

It is the time of the year where 
we hustle and bustle to shop, 
decorate, and spend time with 
family and friends. It’s joyful time 
to share! 
 

I have enjoyed being your treas-
urer this year.  Even though I 
have been treasurer in my state it 
was a learning process working as 
a national treasurer and I have 
loved every minute of it. I just 
completed the audit, and every-
thing was in order. Now I'm ready 
for 2018. 
 

If you are planning to attend the 
Legislative Summit, it's time to 
send your $25 in and get a 
room.  Also, you need to register 
and get your room in Reno for 
the national convention.  Re-
member it will be a day longer 
this year.   
 

I am wishing each of you a joyful, 
happy Christmas and may the 
new year bring you good health 
and much happiness. 

Retirement is when you stop living at work, and start working at living.  

but what else can you do to sup-
port UPMA Retired?  Let me ask a 
question, how many of you know 
a retired postmaster who lives 
nearby?  Do you know if he or she 
is a member of UPMA Retired?  I 
ask this question because every 
year we lose more members than 
we replace.  Every year our mem-
bership goes down.  I feel that 
this is the number 1 issue that we 
need to address this year and not 
only this year but every year from 
now on.  We certainly need to 
sign up every retiring postmaster 
but what about your neighbor 
who retired several years ago and 
has fallen through the cracks.  No 
one checks on them anymore and 
I bet there are a lot of those re-
tired postmasters who would like 
to know what goes on in our or-
ganization.   
 
Now I think that if every UPMA 
members spoke to just 1 retired 
postmaster this year who is not a 
member that we might sign up at 
least 1 out of every 10 contacted.  
That would amount to a signifi-
cant increase in our membership.  
I assure you that I will speak to 
more than 1 this year.  Can I 
count on you to help?  We need 
YOU to be involved. 

 that are presented to me and 
Thankful for the opportunity to 
have the presence of mind to 
make choices.  
 
 There is so much violence and 
turmoil in our world today.  I am 
Thankful for the first responders 
that are on the scene to aid and 
assist in emergencies.  I am 
Thankful for the people who de-
cline being called heroes but state 
that they act because it is the 
right thing to do.  

Yes, the Holiday Season is a time to 
remind us of all that we could be 
Thankful for. I propose to you that 
we be Thankful on a daily basis for 
our blessings no matter big or 
small.  
 
I am Thankful to be your President 
and I appreciate the guidance daily 
to help me make the right choices 
and do the right thing.  May God 
Bless You and Yours during this 
Christmas Season.  
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let’s get back on track. Our Exec-
utive Board meeting went very 
well. President Jack conducts a 
very good meeting. He kept us 
on point and moving forward 
during the meeting, so we were 
able to do what we were there 
to do.  
 
One of the things we discussed 
was the UPMA Retired Scholar-
ship program. We discussed the 
need to revisit the program and 
maybe make some changes that 
would open it up to more appli-
cants. President Jack asked for a 
committee from the Executive 
Board, including the Scholarship 
Committee Chair Curtis Weed, to 
review the program. Secretary 
Deena Frakes will head up the 
committee. We hope to have 
any changes approved by the 
Executive Board and published 
well before the Legislative Sum-
mit in February. Just to remind 
everyone, we depend on fund-
raising activities as well as dona-
tions from UPMA and UPMA Re-
tired Chapters to help us provide 
scholarships to deserving family 
members of UPMA active and 
retired members. 
 
In conclusion, we have a very 
good Executive Board and I 
know UPMA Retired will become 
a greater organization as time 
goes by. Please, support UPMA. 
Go out and sign up new mem-
bers, attend your chapter con-
ventions and try to attend at 
least one National event each 
year if you are able to. If you are 
so inclined, run for chapter office 
and help guide us into the fu-
ture. The future of UPMA rests 
squarely on membership and 
mentoring our future leaders. 

LOOKING 
TO THE 
FUTURE 

 
 

UPMA Past                 
Co-President  

 

I just wanted to 
say hello to everyone and hope 
that you all had a very happy 
Thanksgiving. Lucy and I have 
been in Arizona since the middle 
of October and I have to say that I 
don’t miss the cold and snow at 
all. As you know, on November 
1st, I became the Past National 
President and I look forward to 
continue working for our UPMA 
Retired members and for working 
with Jack Wilkins as your new 
President. Soon, the executive 
board will meet to discuss the 
coming year and what challenges 
we may face. I am confident that 
under Jack’s leadership, we will 
meet any challenge and continue 
the forward progress of UPMA 
and UPMA Retired.  
 
I’ve just returned from our 
meeting in Atlanta. Wow, I was 
right! I really don’t like the cold 
weather any more. When I got to 
Georgia, it was 42 degrees and 
raining. Now I know that many of 
you will say that 42 is not really 
cold, but when you consider that 
here in Arizona it was 87 degrees 
on Thanksgiving Day and daytime 
highs are still in the 60s and 70s 
(but no rain) 42 might be said to 
be cold. Suffice it to say that 
when we are used to certain 
weather, major changes affect us. 
If we were in Minnesota right 
now, 42 would seem balmy. Ok, 

CONTINUING 
TO BUILD ON 
OUR SUCCESS 

 
UPMA Ret Secretary 

 
Today was kind of 
exciting for me, be-

cause I signed a new UPMA mem-
ber. Our Post Office has a new su-
pervisor that I met for the first time 
today.  We were chatting and be-
ginning to get acquainted when I 
asked him if he was a UPMA mem-
ber.  He said he wasn’t so I told him 
just a little about our organization 
and offered him an 1187.  He 
signed it right then and there!  It 
would be naïve of me to think that 
it’s always that easy, but if I hadn’t 
mentioned it he might not have 
ever joined.  The most important 
lesson in this is that I asked.  A 
Postmaster at the Washington Fall 
Conference said that she had re-
ceived letters of invitation, but it 
was when a neighboring Postmas-
ter asked her that she joined.  The 
personal contact is much more 
effective than a letter. 
 
It was a great first year for UPMA 
Retired.  We had many successes 
bringing two organizations togeth-
er as one new, bigger and better 
one.  Of course, there are areas 
that need some changes, and your 
UPMA Retired Board is working 
hard to do that.  We need to hear 
from you about what you want to 
continue as it is, and what you 
would like to see changed.  This is 
your organization and your input is 
important and necessary.  Our UP-
MA Retired tab on Unitedpma.org 
has contact information for every-
one on the Executive Board, so 
please let us know your thoughts. 
 
I’m looking forward to 2018 and 
the new friends and adventures 
that I’ll have.  I’ll start in January at 
the Steak Out in Florida.  Then in 
February will be to Advocacy Days.  
March begins the Convention sea-
son.  Your Area Rep should be at 
your Chapter Retiree meeting.  Let 
President Jack Wilkins know if you 
want a Board member to attend 
too.  We won’t be able to cover all 
conventions, but we’ll try to send 

someone to as many as possible. 
 
Then in July comes the 
“crowning jewel” in the UPMA 
year - National Convention.  
Plans are well underway for a 
great time in Reno, and I’m ea-
ger to be there.  Registration 
forms are on the website, so 
don’t wait any longer to make 
the decision to go.  You’ll be wel-
comed as friends and family. 

Retirement  - Where Every Day is Saturday! 
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The challenge to retirement is how to spend time without spending money. 

BE  
THANKFUL 
 

 
UPMA Ret       
Chaplain 

Thanksgiving has always been 
my favorite time of the year 
since I was a small child. The 
gathering of family and friends 
set the tone for the balance of 
the season.  I pause to give 
“thanks” for our new organiza-
tion UPMA (United Postmasters 
and Managers of America). 
 

This is the time we must put 
aside the old and promote our 
new organization. Change is 
often not readily accepted; how-
ever, time will blend us togeth-
er. We must be open to the pos-
itive, rather than the negative. 
I’m confident the leadership of 
our newly elected President Jack 
Wilkins will lead us forward in 
many areas in our organization. 
 

I’m honored that I was asked to 
serve as Chaplain. Thank you, 
President Jack and Congratula-
tions to all appointees.  May 
God bless all “UMPA” members 
as we begin our new journey. 

IN THE   
MAILBOX 

 
 

UPMA Ret Editor 

I am honored and 
humbled that Presi-
dent Jack selected 

me as your new editor of UPMA 
Retired.  I appreciate the confi-
dence he has placed in me to up-
hold the integrity and dignity of our 
communications which provides a 
vehicle to distribute news, retired 
postmaster concerns, personal is-
sues and increase a positive out-
look for our organization. UPMA 
GOLD Linda Carter and I will work 
to provide you with pertinent infor-
mation we feel will benefit you as a 
member. Please send articles of 
interest, concerns about issues, 
personal notes about members.   
 

With perseverance I will attempt to 
follow in Sally’s footsteps, although 
it may be a slow process.  Big shoes 
are tough to fill, so I will strive to 
maintain the diligence and profes-
sionalism she has given this organi-
zation. I ask your support in this 
challenge and am looking forward 
to working with our Executive 
Board, the Area VPs, the com-
mittees and you, the members.  

Please call or email at any time 
and I will do my best to get back 
with you quickly. 
 

Hopefully many of you will be able 
to attend our Advocacy Days in 
DC.  The DC area is one of my fa-
vorite places to visit. I take great 
pride in living in our Country and 
everything becomes so real to visit 
the monuments, historical build-
ings, museums and the Capitol.  
Walking the halls of Congress, you 
feel the impact of those who have 
walked those halls and loved our 
country, too. I know I belong here, 
and this is where our country be-
gan a Government Of the People, 
By the People, and For the People.  
If you can’t get a reservation at 
the Renaissance Hotel, there are 
more nearby.  I hope you will 
choose to attend this event. 
 

Although communicating by email 
or phone is important, it is vital to 
meet our Congressmen face-to-
face to discuss issues about Post-
masters, Managers and the USPS.  
If you visit a Congressmen, please 
take a photo and email it to me. I 
will use as many of these for the 
next issue as space allows.    
 

Please send me news!  I want 
news!  My editor email address is 
inthemailboxeditor@usa.net 

First, the PRC would grant the 
USPS 2% of rate authority per 
class of mail above the consumer 
price index (CPI) for each of the 
next 5 years. Additionally, the 
USPS would be provided up to 1% 
of rate authority per class of mail 
per year, contingent on the USPS 
meeting or exceeding specified 
efficiency and service standards. 
Second, the PRC would require a 
minimum rate increase of 2%  for 
postal products that do not cover 
their attributable costs. Third, the 
PRC would establish two rate ad-
justment bands for work-share 
discounts "pass-throughs." 
 

The PRC has established a 3-
month comment period, ending 
on March 1, 2018. UPMA intends 
to contribute comments. No 
doubt this proposal will generate 
considerable debate within the 
broad postal community, particu-
larly among the major mailers. 

PRC FINDS CURRENT 
RATE SYSTEM FAILS 

TO MEET OBJECTIVES  
Copied & Posted by Bob Levi 

 

On December 1, the Postal Reg-
ulatory Commission (PRC) con-
cluded that the postage rate-
setting system created in the 
2006 Postal Accountability and 
Enhancement Act has failed to 
maintain the financial health of 
the USPS as intended in the law, 
has weakened the high quality 
service standards and has not 
increased pricing efficiency. In 
sum, the decade-old statutory 
postage rate regime has not met 
many of the criteria outlined in 
the 2006 postal legislation. 
As a result, on December 1, the 
PRC proposed 3 changes in the 
way postage rates will be adjust-
ed, in the future, to improve the 
USPS finances and operations. 

Moreover, this may encourage 
Congress to accelerate the leg-
islative process with regard to 
consideration of HR 756. In-
deed, PRC Commissioner Marc 
Action wrote in his supplemen-
tary comments to the PRC an-
nouncement: 
"The last few years have seen 
significant bipartisan efforts in 
Congress to craft such reform, 
and it has yet to come to frui-
tion. The Commission does not 
have the ability to allow the 
Postal Service to re-amortize 
unfunded liabilities, administer 
employee benefits differently, 
change the frequency of deliv-
ery, or deliver profitable items 
restricted by statute. In short, 
there is no action the Commis-
sion can take to substitute for 
meaningful legislative reform, 
and I urge Congress to contin-
ue to work toward that goal." 
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 Life begins at retirement.  

SALLY ROBINSON 
A LIFETIME OF SERVICE  

            By Eva Finley, Editor 

                     Sally Robinson 
                     began her Post
          al Career as a                      
                      Temporary In-
                      definite Clerk  
         in McGrann, PA 
        in 1955, a small 
    town of 750 in 
         western Pennsylvania. 
Sally worked 6 hours per week, 
and became Postmaster in 1968, 
receiving a political appointment 
from President Lyndon Johnson. 
Sally worked diligently, propelling 
herself to Postmaster’s positions 
in New Bethlehem, Ellwood City, 
and Sharon, PA as well as Nor-
walk, CT.  
 

She worked Ad Hoc in EEO for 10 
years as MSC Women’s Program 
EEO Coordinator, as Acting District 
Women’s Coordinator, and Re-
gional EEO Coordinator. In 1992, 
she was awarded MSC Manager in 
Cheyenne, WY.  Over the years 
she enjoyed the upward mobility 
many women seldom enjoyed in 
those days.  Sally was successful in 
various positions in the USPS: 
USPS Marketing, Communica-
tions, City Operations, Human Re-
sources, Field Operations, Retail 
Marketing, and on the Consumer 
Advocate’s Staff.  She was award-
ed membership into the Who’s 
Who Registry of Business Leaders 
for 1994-95 which is limited to 
those individuals who have 
demonstrated outstanding leader-
ship and achievement in their oc-
cupation, industry, or profession. 
There are too many jobs, titles, 
positions and awards to mention 
here to give deserving accolades 
to this great lady.   
 

Upon her retirement in 1995 after 
40 years of service, Sally received 
recommendations from President 
Bill Clinton and Postmaster Gen-
eral Marvin Runion.  Three years 
later, she was inducted into the 
Ford City, Pennsylvania Area Hall 
of Fame.  Sally’s involvement with 
NAPUS is impressive. She has 
served in NAPUS on a county lev-
el, PA State Secretary/Treasurer, 
“Postal Quiz:” Editor, National 
Women’s Coordinator, National 
Editor of The Gazette, National 
and State Convention instructor, 
received the Harold McGraw Edi-
torial Award, and received the Or-
der of the Vest from the Airlines 
Advisory Council in 1991.  She was 
an original Service Rep for both 
Pennsylvania and Connecticut.  In 
1992, Sally was awarded the NA-
PUS Lifetime Achievement Award 
by Ray Martin of Martin Commu-
nications at the Legislative Confer-
ence in Arlington VA. Steve 
Kochersperger, past editor of the 
PA Chapter, eluded to Sally’s be-
ginnings as “a clerk in Philadelphia 
for Benjamin Franklin!  Another 
said she began working for the 
Post Office when she was only 3 
years old, and another added that 
when she was 3, she found some 
3¢ stamps of her mother’s and ate 
them!  I’m sure there were many 
more rumors of this great lady, 
but she humorously laughs at the 
stories being told about her.  
 

Sally was also extremely active in 
the communities where she 
worked.  She was named Woman 
of the Year in Bethlehem PA in 
1978.  She has served as President, 
Vice-President and Treasurer of 
the Norwalk CT Business and Pro-
fessional Women and United Way, 
aided the American Red Cross and 
volunteered for the Girl Scouts. 
She is also an Ordained Elder of 
the Presbyterian, a capacity she 
served in Ford City, PA and Darien, 
CT. Sally attended Indiana Univer-
sity of PA, Community College in 
Norwalk CT and advanced man-
agement at Duke University.   
 

She is blessed with two wonderful 
children, David and Cheryl and 
three awesome grandchildren; 
Ken, Kristie and Eric.  AND, she 
dotes on her four great-
grandchildren; Michal, Kendall, 
Kacie, and Matt. And, WHEN 
there’s time for hobbies, they in-
clude writing, traveling, shopping 
and, of course, her family.   
 

Sally will never be forgotten for 
her energy, talents, friendship and 
leadership in our organization.  As 
we go forward to a new organiza-
tion, let us follow her example and 
learn from the best – be profes-
sional, be loyal, be honest, do your 
best, love life, and possess a posi-
tive attitude.   
 

Remember Sally’s own words in 
our progress for a successful 2018 
year, “Keep Smiling.”  
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Retirement  is waking up in the morning with nothing to do and by bedtime having done only half of it. 

UPMA                  
MEMBERS… 

ARE YOU             
WINTERING             
IN FLORIDA?  

From Barbara Whidden 

How about joining FL UPMA Retirees for 
their annual "steakout" Saturday, Janu-
ary 13, 2018 at the Eustis, FL communi-
ty center on Lake Eustis? Last year 150 
attended from all over the country so 
it’s sort of like a big UPMA family reun-
ion. Menu is grilled filet mignon and all 
the trimmings. If you prefer chicken 
breast, please let us know.  Cost is $20 
per person.  For more details, please 
call Barbara Whidden at 352 669 5724 
or email Barbara.whidden@aol.com for 
The Steakout Registration Form.  
 

Co-President Tony will be there as well 
as the entire UPMA Retiree National 
Executive Board, the FL Active and Re-
tiree Executive Boards, Signature FCU 
board members and credit committee 
members, past national Presidents of 
active and retired, etc. Social time be-
gins around 10:30 and lunch is at 
12.  ACTIVE, RETIRED, AND ASSOCIATE 
MEMBERS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND. 
If you are a non-member, come on and 
we will offer you an 1187 or 1187R if 
you want to join. Co-President Tony will 
hold a breakout session with all activi-
ties right after lunch. 

 

2018 COLA  
ANNOUNCED FOR              
FEDERAL RETIREES 

The 2018 cost-of-living adjustment 
(COLA) for Social Security recipients and 
annuitants in both the Civil Service Re-
tirement System (CSRS) and the Federal 
Employees Retirement System (FERS) 
will increase 2%, the Social Security Ad-
ministration announced. Because the 
COLA amount is not more than 2%, both 
CSRS and FERS retirees will receive the 
same percentage.  CSRS COLA and FERS 
COLA are awarded based on the follow-
ing formula: 
 If the CSRS COLA is more than 2% 

but less than 3%, then the FERS 
COLA is 2%. 

 If the CSRS COLA is less than 2%, 
then the FERS COLA is the same. 

The 2018 federal retiree COLA is much 
larger than last year's 0.3%  increase 
and the zero COLA in 2016.  It's also 
the first year the CSRS and FERS CO-
LA has been 2% or more since 2012. 
 

A GREAT 
YEAR OF 
“FIRSTS” 

 
 

UPMA Area 8 Rep 
 

As the year 2017 comes to the 
end, I would like to reflect on 
UPMA’s year of “firsts.”   We 
had our first Legislative Advo-
cacy Days. It was short notice 
for most of us but we turned 
up to get the job done.  We 
went to Washington and pre-
sented the needs of the Postal 
Service and it looked as if we 
got our message across to Con-
gress. They had a chance at a 
first and they are still trying to 
get to first base for the Postal 
Service needs.  Actually I be-
lieve that some in Congress 
worked harder to cut our re-
tirement benefits than to ben-
efit the service.  We need to 
remind them that we are the 
real stuff that kept things going 
for many years with little or no 
assistance from them. 
 
Next we had at state level our 
“first” UPMA state conventions 
and as usual they were a hoot.  
Met new friends, old friends 
and heard about new and old 
issues. Wow, some things 
haven’t changed.  For example 
MPOO’s are still trying their 
best to do what they do best.  
At times we all wonder do they 
know what “that” is.  It is good 
to see and hear about patches 
of blue now and then in the 
cloudy sky. 
 
A great “first” National Con-
vention was held in Louisville 
KY, and did the Kentucky peo-
ple treat us right!  It was an-
other great opportunity to 
meet new people and talk 
about old issues.  Of course 
many things never change, but 
we seem to come up with new 
ways to address our problems.  
Sharing is great.  I’ve learned 
so very much from others 
about how to handle profes-
sional and personal issues at 

these events.  The greatest is 
that I’m not alone, and that I 
have friends willing to help me 
and others during the rough 
days.  All I have to do is ask, 
and I know from experience 
that in itself that can be rough.  
Some of us can’t express our 
need but at times we all need 
a little help from our friends.   
 
Another “first” was when I 
attended the Southern Officers 
Conference.  Let me tell you 
the program and the hospitali-
ty was unmatched.  What a 
wonderful experience and 
how refreshing it was to visit 
and share with others our and 
challenges for all that attend-
ed.  Elvis was in the house for 
sure. 
 
My best “first” experience this 
year was at the Washington 
State Fall Conference. The re-
tirees did something out of the 
box one evening when they 
contacted a local community 
group and stepped up to assist 
and serve dinner. It was a well-
planned event with infor-
mation on local homeless.  
What an expression of love by 
a group to reach out to others 
less  fortunate.  They helped 
to set up, serve, visit with folks 
and clean up afterwards. What 
an outreach from this group, 
and from what I heard this will 
not be the last time they plan 
to do this.  All of us should 
look to see if we can duplicate 
this at our state conventions.  
Washington State retirees 
know the true meaning of 
helping others.  Thank you for 
allowing me to have such an 
opportunity. 
 
Now since 2017 is coming to 
an end I would ask all who 
have read this article to start 
planning your “seconds” for 
the year 2018.  If for some rea-
son you didn’t make one of 
the “firsts” of 2017, plan and 
figure a way to make it in 
2018.  UPMA is working at this 
time to give all an opportunity 
to for a great future.  So take 
it! 
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 The concept of freedom is never truly realized until one settles into retirement mode. — A. Major  

 

ALLEN D, FINK 
from Fran Ehret  

Allen D. Fink, 104, Postmaster Re-
tired Macungie PA, died Novem-
ber 16, 2017. Allen honorably 
served his country in the Army 
during WWII. He was a mail carri-
er for the Macungie Post office for 
14 years and later the Postmaster 
for 6 years, retiring in 1978. He 
was very active in church and 
community, and was a founding 
member the Macungie Ambu-
lance Corps. He wrote the 100-
year history of the Macungie 
Grange, history of Solomon's 
U.C.C., and the history of the 
Macungie Woman's Club. Cards 
may be mailed to the Fink Family 
% Schantz Funeral Home, 250 
Main St, Emmaus PA 18049.  
 

JAMES "JIM" SCOTT 
DEPUE  

from Jim Willett 

James "Jim" Scott DePue, Post-
master Retired Pittsburg Oklaho-
ma, passed on Saturday, Decem-
ber 9, 2017 at the age of 62. Jim 
grew up in Pittsburg and graduat-
ed from Pittsburg High School 
with the Class of 1973. He joined 
the U.S. Marine Corp and served 
in Vietnam. Following his military 
service, Jim attended Eastern Ok-
lahoma State College. During his 
tenure as Postmaster, Jim also 
served several terms as the 
Mayor of Pittsburg. Jim was a 
"jack of all trades" and enjoyed 
fixing and working on cars and 
trucks and riding his Harley. He 
was an avid hunter and fisher-
man. Jim will mostly be remem-
bered for being a loving husband, 
father and pop. He is survived by 
wife, Sherri, 4 sons, a daughter, 
19 grandchildren, and 2 great-
grandchildren. Cards may be 
mailed to the DePue Family at PO 
Box 35, Pittsburg OK 74560. 
Thank you, Jim Willett, for getting 
that information for us. 
 

ALBERT HABERER 
from Robert Trotter 

Albert M. Haberer, age 97, Postmas-
ter Retired Ozark AR, died Novem-
ber 9, 2017 in Little Roc. Albert 
served the postal service 30 years, 
and retired in 1980. He was a life-
time member of NAPUS/UPMA. Al-
bert served in World War II, and re-
ceived 2 Purple Heart Medals for 
Injuries in the Battle of Leyte Gulf 
and Okinawa, and later received the 
Bronze Star Medal. He was commis-
sioned Lieutenant in a field promo-
tion as a result of his display of cour-
age and skill in handling of forty 
men in his platoon in heavy combat 
in the Battle of Leyte Gulf.  After re-
turning to Ozark, Albert was also 
very active in the Civic affairs of the 
community: Citizen of the year 
1970, Lifetime Achievement Award 
in 1996, Chairman of the Turner Me-
morial Hospital Board of Trustees 
for four years, was instrumental in 
getting the Arkansas Valley Voca-
tional Technical School (now Arkan-
sas Tech University Ozark), was on 
the Industrial Committee in securing 
Industry for the area, and was a 
member of the Presbyterian Church 
serving as an Elder and Chairman of 
Stewardship. In 2007, with some 
health issues, Albert & his wife Mar-
jorie Lane,  reluctantly moved to 
Little Rock AR to be closer to family. 
He is survived by his wife Marjorie 
Lane, four children, three grandchil-
dren, and eight great grandchildren. 
Cards may be mailed to Marjorie 
Lane Haberer, 3 Shepherds Cove, 
Apt. 211, Little Rock, AR 72205-
7075.  
 

RON O'CONNOR 
Ron O’Connor, former NAPUS Na-
tional Vice-President, Texas State 
President and retired PM of Little-
field, passed on  September 
10th.  Cards my be sent to Eva Nell 
O'Connor, 218 E 26th Street, Little-
field, TX 79339.  
 

MILDRED MARBLE 
Mildred Marble, retired Postmaster 
of East Pembroke, NY, left this earth 
October 17th. Cards may be sent to 
daughters Michal Petty and Candi 
Fite at 2394 Pratt Road, Corfu, NY. 
14036-9644. 
 

POSTMASTERS  
IN POLITICS 

Larry Taylor, PM Retired 
Zebulon NC, was reelected to 
his 3rd term as city council-
man for Nashville NC. He also 
serves as Captain of the Nash-
ville Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment and is an Auxiliary Police 
Officer. Larry is past chapter 
president of NC NAPUS. Prior 
to his USPS employment, he 
served 4 ½ years in the Air 
Force. Cards may be mailed to 
Larry at 405 E. Church St, 
Nashville NC 27856.   

Thank you so much for 
printing my poem "We Deliv-
ered" in the Sept-Oct issue of 
“In The Mailbox”.  It was 
wonderful to see it in print 
again.  I was proud to have 
written something that told 
our story of commitment 
and duty during that difficult 
and challenging time.  Thank 
you again! 
 

Respectfully, 
Paul A. Mader 
Postal Police Captain, Retired 
New York Division 
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JUDY CLEATON  
from Colanne Bunting 

Judy Cleaton, Postmaster Re-
tired Bracey VA, lost her brother 
recently. Please add Judy and 
family to your prayer list. Her 
address is 6179 Goodes Ferry 
Rd, South Hill, VA 23970. 
 

NANCY BUENING 
AND GAIL ESTER 

from Larry Wieneke 

Sister Postmasters Retired Nan-
cy Buening and Gail Esker lost 
their mother this week. Both are 
active in the Illinois chapter, and 
beloved by all members. Please 
keep the families of these sisters 
in your prayers. Cards may be 
mailed to Nancy at 20063 N. 
1675th St, Effingham, IL 62401 
and to Gail at 13947 N 
1100th St, Effingham IL 62401. 
 

EILEEN LIVERMAN 
Eileen Liverman, Postmaster Re-
tired, Robersonville, NC, lost her 
husband Jim Liverman on  No-
vember 25th at Creekside Care 
Nursing Facility in Ahoskie NC, 
after residing there for 3 1/2 
years.  In lieu of flowers, memo-
rial contributions may be made 
directly to the Alzheimer's Foun-
dation of America, 322 Eighth 
Avenue, 7th Floor, New York NY 
10001.  Eileen is the past two-
term NC Chapter secretary-
treasurer that included the 
years of NC's planning and then 
executing the Charlotte '99 Na-
tional convention.  Cards may be 
mailed to Eileen at 108 Dunning 
Road, Aulander NC 27805-9450. 

 
LARRY WIENEKE 

from Morrie Smith  

Larry Wieneke, Postmaster Re-
tired, Illinois UPMA chapter lost 
his mother. Please keep Larry 
and his family in your prayers 
during this holiday time. Cards 
can be sent to Larry at HC 61, 
Box 13B, Hardin, IL 62047-9702.  
 

SHARON CONNER 
Sharon Conner’s husband 
passed away October 9th.  Sha-
ron is the former League Nation-
al Secretary and retired Post-
master, Minden WV. Cards may 
be sent to Sharon, 107 Wayne 
Avenue, Oak Hill WV. 25901-
3501.  
 

PATSY BLEVINS 
Sympathies are expressed to the 
family of Patsy Blevins, Postmas-
ter Retired, Ackerly, Texas, 
whose sister passed away De-
cember 13th in Andrews, Texas. 
Cards can be sent to Patsy at 
3971 White Oak Road, Harrison, 
Arkansas.  
 

DAWN BURGER 
from Dawn Burger 

Phyllis Clark, Mother of Post-
master Retired Dawn Burger, 
Irwin Ohio, passed away on Oct. 
26th after a short illness of peri-
toneal cancer. Dawn served as 
National Co-Chair of the Service 
Reps. during Dale Goff's presi-
dency. Dawn cherishes that she 
was able to take her mother on 
a wonderful trip in September to 
Mount Rushmore & The Bad 
Lands, and many other great 
sites along the trail from Ohio to 
South Dakota. Cards may be 
mailed to Dawn at 11220 State 
Route 38, Irwin, OH 43029.  

Retirement: That's when you return from work one day and say, "Hi, Honey, I'm home — forever." — Gene Perret  

CHUCK KUESTER 
from Carrie Kuester 

Chuck Kuester, husband of 
Postmaster Retired Carrie 
Kuester, Chimney Rock NC, 
had emergency heart cauteri-
zation and three stints, and 
check- up of previous bypass-
es. He is home from hospital 
and doing well. Cards may be 
mailed to the Kuesters at 
their new address, 156 An-
thony St, Baxley GA 31513 

 
JIM BIBEY 

Jim Bibey, WV Chapter editor 
and UPMA Rep Area 5, is re-
covering from open heart sur-
gery.  Cards may be sent to 
Jim at 210 Center Street, 
Elkins, WV 26241.  
 

TAMMY POWELL 
info from John Powell 

Tammy Powell, immediate 
past president of South Caro-
lina Chapter UPMA, and wife 
of current S.C. Retiree State 
President John Powell, is re-
cuperating at home following 
Breast Cancer surgery last 
week. Both Tammy and John 
are active members of UPMA. 
Cards of cheer may be mailed 
to 4 Raleigh Court, Simpson-
ville SC 29681. 

 

Those                 
Grieving 

CANDIDATE FOR UPMA RETIRED NATIONAL SECRETARY 
 
I am Mandy Heslep-Whitten and I would like to announce my candidacy for National Sec-
retary for UPMA Retirees.  I am finishing up serving as your National Treasurer and serv-
ing on the ex-board for 2 years.  I have been active in my state and on the national level 
for many years. I would appreciate when you go to Reno at the national convention if 
you would cast your vote for me.  



 
 

 
Graford, TX 76449-0500 

 

The views expressed in the Retiree IN THE MAILBOX are those of the writer, and not necessarily those of the USPS or of UPMA. 
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