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RESERVED SEATING  
From  Gerri Swarm

All National Convention attend-
ees, including delegates, will be 
seated with their Chapter print-
ed on their badge for the Sunday 
Welcome Dinner.  Please see your 
Chapter President on Saturday 
evening or early Sunday morning 
to collect your Welcome Dinner 
Ticket.  Western attire is welcome 
that evening, but is not required.

Casino and enjoy watching others 
playing the slot machines!!!!

There’s a ball game with The Reno 
Aces, the farm team for the Ari-
zona Diamondbacks, if you enjoy 
baseball. Tickets are $25 each, and 
include your admission, a food 
voucher, and a Reno Aces baseball 
cap.  How much fun!   

Who sang “Jeremiah Was A Bull-
frog”? Do you remember that hit 
song? The answer: Three Dog Night.  
Did you know you can purchase tick-
ets to see Three Dog Night in Con-
cert???  They will be performing on 
Friday, July 20.  It will probably be a 
sell-out, so you might need to get 
tickets ASAP. Go to www.nugget-
resort.com. Click the Entertainment 
tab, then shows, then scroll to July 
20 and click on the link to buy tick-
ets. You might not want to miss this 
opportunity! So many things to do 
in such little time. 

Your hotel room has a Keurig Cof-
fee Maker, two bottles of water per 
day, as well as Wi-Fi.  Call the Gold-
en Nugget at 1-800-648-1177 and 
use code GUPMA18 to register.

What to wear? It’s a western 
theme, so if you have any diamonds 
and denim, here’s your chance. The 
Welcome theme is The Gamblers. 
The Opening Ceremony is Gunsling-
ers. The Banquet is Gold Semi-For-
mal. But not to worry if you don’t 
have western wear, just come enjoy 
the fun with UPMA members!  

Hopefully we will see you in Reno!

2018

ATTENTION RETIREE 
VETERANS 

ATTENDING RENO 
President Jack asked Steve Vander-
hoof of Missouri to lead in honoring 
the Retired Veterans at the Nation-
al Convention. Steve wants to make 
sure that the Guard and Reserve 
members, both currently serving 
and past members, are included in 
this ceremony.  He is asking all Vet-
erans to wear your service hat, mil-
itary uniform (if it hasn’t  “shrunk” 
too much), or something that will 
distinguish what branch of service 
you were affiliated with.  He also 
needs volunteers to bring in their 
Service component flag for EACH 
military component. They will be 
marching in with the flags during 
the opening ceremony at the Gen-
eral Session and at the Retirees First 
Session.  Please contact Steve if you 
will be able to participate in this 
honor.  His email address is: svan-
derhoof856@att.net or you can call 
Steve at (660)886-0205.  He needs 
to get his program lined up, so 
please call him as early as you can.  
It should be a memorable service to 
honor these veterans in Reno and 
one we hope you remember for a 
long time.  We honor them because 
they have allowed us to live a life of 
freedom.

THINGS TO REMEMBER
 ABOUT RENO 

(IF YOU DIDN’T KNOW)
by Eva Finley, UPMA Ret Editor

I’ve borrowed all of this information from 
the UPMA Gold so thanks to Linda Carter 

and all the contributors.

Still haven’t decided to go to Reno?  
Here are some things that might 
change your mind!  You can still 
register at a price of $224 for Retir-
ees and you get a lot for that price!   

It includes 3 sit-down meals: Sun-
day Night Dinner, the Retiree Lun-
cheon, and Grand Banquet!  Also, 
in the Retiree Hospitality Room you 
can get a light Breakfast on Sunday, 
Monday, and Wednesday morning.  
There will be sandwiches served at 
Lunch Sunday and Friday. Saturday 
through Wednesday there will be 
light refreshments at night. That’s a 
lot of food for your registration fee! 
And, oh, did you know you will be 
receiving a UPMA polo shirt for 
Free, of course (with your registra-
tion fee).  Be sure to wear them on 
Wednesday morning at the General 
Session when PMG Megan Bren-
nan is speaking. That also means 
packing one less item and gives you 
room for Nevada souvenirs.

There is an assortment of tours that 
you can purchase; just choose the 
one right for your and your group.  
All tours leave from the Casino Re-
sort for your convenience.  If you’d 
like to ride a bus to town, it’s only 
$1.00 for retirees.  The RTC Washoe 
station is located just outside the 
back door of the Nugget, and bus 
number 11 goes right downtown. 
(You also have that free shuttle to 
and from the airport that runs daily 
from 5:30 am to 11:30 pm outside 
door D of the baggage claim. No 
tickets or reservations needed). Or, 
you may want to stay at the Hotel/
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RENO 
HOSPITALITY

ROOM
Betty, Sam and Clara
Reno Hospitality Room 

Chairs

We are excited about chairing the hospitality 
room in Reno, but we need help from you for a 
successful week! If you are driving and have large 
coolers, we would greatly appreciate the use of 
them.…..and, of course, any goodies that you can 
bring to share.  If you can provide any of these, 
please let either of us know.  We can hardly wait 
to see you and look forward to a great conven-
tion! We may have additional requests as the con-
vention gets closer.

The hospitality room is for UPMA Retired mem-
bers and their partner/spouse registered for the 
convention. If you are an active registered mem-
ber, spouse or partner, and want to visit and have 
drinks or snacks, there will be a $10 per day fee 
(as in the past).  Your Registration Badge will be 
required for use of the hospitality room.

Our schedule will be as follows, but please check 
the door each day for unexpected changes:

FRIDAY
3:00 - 6:00 Light Refreshments

SATURDAY
2:00 - 5:00 Light Refreshments

SUNDAY
Breakfast 6:00 - 7:30

11:00 - 1:00 Cold cuts / lunch
4:30 - 6:30 Light Refreshments

MONDAY
Breakfast 6:00 - 7:30

5:00 - 7:00 Light Refreshments
TUESDAY

4:00 - 7:00 Light Refreshments
WEDNESDAY

Breakfast 6:00 - 7:30
4:00 - 7:00 Light Refreshments 

We look forward to seeing you in Reno, so be sure 
to come by! Here is our contact information:      
Betty – bettylawson@me.com or (615) 587-8178
Sam – snm38008@charter.net or (731) 645-1740
Clara – camccullar@charter.net or (731)645-0336

The views expressed in the Retiree IN THE MAILBOX are those of 
the writer, and not necessarily those of the USPS or of UPMA.

Retirement means you can rearrange the garage for the next 25 years

MEMBERSHIP
Layton Hansen, UPMA Ret Membership Chair

As President Tony stated in his last article, our focus 
need to be on membership. Signing active Postmas-
ters is a challenge; however, we have items to offer 
them. Representation if charges are made against 
them, training on doing their job at our state conven-
tions or staying out of trouble.

When it comes to retirees, it’s a different story. There 
is no need for training, representation as no charges 
can be filed by DM or MPOO. Convincing someone 
that we still are “protecting” them against the whims 
of Congress is most times like talking to a tree.  All 
the changes implemented in the last few years by the 
USPS has left a lot of Postmasters with a bad taste in 
their mouth.  Unfortunately, we feel the brunt of there 
anger against the USPS.  The retiring Postmaster as-
sociates us with USPS and is trying to distance them-
selves from the USPS.

Looking at the June 1, 2018 Monthly Membership re-
port, I see 596 comp retirees.  Our challenge is to get 
them to fill out and submit the form 1187R to retain 
their membership.  An example of this challenge is 
that in  November 2017 I mailed letters to 50 California 
Postmasters who retired in 2017.  I had ZERO takers.

If anyone has had success in getting the recent retirees 
in their state to submit the Form 1187R, I would like to 
hear from you. Email me at wcpmlah@aol.com.

I am looking forward to catching up with old friends at 
the National convention.

WORKING TOGETHER
Jack D. Wilkins, UPMA Ret President

As President I have the opportunity 
to visit State Conventions represent-
ing our Retiree Organization. I am very 

pleased to see the relationships and dedication of the 
State Officers both active and retired. Each chapter 
has their differences but the key to being successful 
is the way in which situations are handled.  There is a 
uniform desire to continually improve the UPMA Or-
ganization and the lives of Postmasters.
I am very pleased with the active participation of our 
Retirees. I appreciate the willingness to share years of 
experience and knowledge in an effort to help others 
who might be struggling. Times are tough in the Postal 
Service but the desire to be the best we can has not 
diminished.  We will continue to offer our support as 
retirees and I am very proud and thankful for that.
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GROW, LEARN AND 
BUILD AS A 

STRONG FAMILY 
Shirley T. Johnson, UPMA Ret Chaplain

We all must be extremely proud of 
our individual families. Some fami-
lies are larger or smaller than others.  

I am one of six siblings in my family with four broth-
ers and one sister – all older than me. While grow-
ing up, I did not want to be at the end of the chain.  
However, as I grew older, I discovered I found it quite 
beneficial.  While aging, my appreciation for my old-
er siblings grew special because I received valuable 
information, support, and much love.  Merging our 

Retirement — It’s nice to be out of the rat race, but you have to learn to get along with less cheese.

organizations (past NAPUS and League) have given us a 
larger family of brothers and sisters, with all being Post-
masters. We can reflect on many roads we’ve traveled 
during our employment years including our annual con-
ventions.  

I’ve been blessed to meet so many interesting Post-
masters on my journey.  We are a special group and are 
endowed with dedication, experience, knowledge, and 
most importantly, “Love.”  As we reflect on our past and 
the many roads we have traveled with our postal fami-
lies, let us never forget that we’re all in this together as 
“one.” My prayer is that we continue to grow, learn and 
build on the Knowledge, skills, and abilities as UPMA 
members. GOD BLESS!!  NOTE: GOD’S PROVISIONS ARE 
ALWAYS GREATER THAT OUR PROBLEM.
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The only problem with Retirement is you never get a day off!

CHARLEY 
PETERS 
Candidate for 
Treasurer
Retired from 
Somerset KY (EAS 22) 
January 2009 with 
35 years of service.  

Thirty one of the 35 years was as 
Postmaster, except for 5 years that 
I served Southeastern KY as MPOO 
(1999 thru 2004).
I have been actively involved with 
our Postmaster organizations for 
40 years, and served with Kentucky 
NAPUS Active as District Director, VP, 
President, Scholarship Committee, 
Editor, and various committees.
With KY NAPUS Retired, I served 
as VP, President, Parliamentarian, 
Scholarship Board, and Transportation 
Chair for the first UPMA National 
Convention.
I served as 1995 Gazette Editor and 
1996 Co-Chair for Membership 
for National NAPUS Active.  With 
NAPUS Retired I served as Co-Chair 
for Hospitality, Recording Secretary 
and Parliamentarian. Since my first 
Postmaster appointment in 1978, I 
have been active in the communities 
that I served. Kiwanis Club from 
1979 to present, assistant director 
for the Casey County Apple Festival, 
Somerset Downtown Development 
Board, 6 years as Monticello City 
Councilman, Monticello Utilities 
Board Commissioner, Secretary/
Treasurer for Parks and Recreation, 
President and Executive Secretary/
Treasurer for the Monticello-Wayne 
County Chamber of Commerce 
(2011-Present).  I also serve as 
Trustee, Stewardship Committee, 
and Co-Chair for Audio/Video at Elk 
Spring Valley Baptist Church.
I am a U.S. Army Veteran (1969-72) 
and have a BBA Degree from Eastern 
Kentucky University. I’ve been 
married for 26 years to Anita, who 
has been active at both State and 
National Conventions. We have 3 
children and 6 grandchildren.
I humbly seek your vote and support 
of confidence to be elected as 
Treasurer, UPMA Retired.

DEENA 
FRAKES 
Candidate for 
Treasurer
It has been my 
pleasure to meet 
and visit with so 
many of you along 

with seeing longtime friends 
during my tenure as UPMA Retired 
Secretary, and I feel that I have 
more to give to our organization.  I 
announced my candidacy for UPMA 
Retired Treasurer at our Louisville 
convention, and I hope that since 
that time you have read my flyer or 
articles so you can get to know me 
better. You can be confident that I 
am qualified to hold this position of 
responsibility.

I have served Postmasters and 
Retirees both nationally and in 
Missouri for over 27 years.  For 
the past two years I have worked 
diligently to meet the needs of 
our members while on the UPMA 
Retired Board.  Whenever I have 
been asked for assistance, my 
responses have been quick and 
complete.  I have written articles for 
In The Mailbox and The Leader, kept 
accurate records of the meetings 
and telecoms that the Board has 
had, and completed many other 
tasks that were assigned to me.

My enthusiasm for our new 
organization is apparent to all who 
know me, and my focus in making 
UPMA Retired grow and become the 
best it can be is genuine.  I will serve 
you as Treasurer by continuing to 
have a voice directing the future.  I 
pledge to you that I will guard our 
finances and have accurate and 
timely reports for you.  I will be 
accountable to you for everything 
that is entrusted to me.

I ask for your vote and your support 
at our National Convention in Reno 
this July.   I hope to see you there.  
If you have any questions for me, 
please just ask.  You will see that 
my openness and honesty are an 
indication of my character and 
integrity.

MANDY
HESLEP-
WHITTEN
Candidate for 
Secretary

I, Mandy Heslep-Whitten, ask for 
your support of me in my efforts to 
become your National Secretary of 
the UPMA Retirees.
The organization has always been 
very near and dear to my heart.  I 
joined as soon as I was able and 
have served the Mississippi Chapter 
and on the National level since 1979.  
I pledge to you that I will keep the 
minutes and do anything I can to 
help the board and the membership.  
Please vote for me, Mandy Heslep-
Whitten at the National Convention 
in Reno. Thanks a million!

Donna Dort is hunting a 
1961 plate from the National 
Convention in Denver CO 
(Miss Donna’s first convention 
of many). They ran out of 
plates that year, so she never 
received one.  She has all of her 
convention plates displayed on 
a lovely plate rail on all 4 walls 
of her dining room.  If anyone 
has a plate they would like to 
donate or sell, please notify 
Betty Berndt, from the New York 
Chapter at berndttreefarm@aol.
com.  Many thanks.

QUOTE FROM 2018 
SWEET 16 TOURNAMENT:

“Things turn out well when you 
work as a team, when you share 
the ball and you’re so kind to 
each other.”

 –Sister Jean Dolores-Schmidt, 
98, chaplain of the NCAA 

Tournament darlings
 Loyola-Chicago
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RON KERRELS
I am announcing my nomination as 
a candidate for a Board of Directors 
position with the Signature Federal 
Credit Union.
I began my postal career in 1969 
as a Letter Carrier in Denver, CO 
where I attended Parks School of 
Business, obtaining my two-year 
degree in Accounting and Business 
Administration. I was promoted to 
Postmaster in January in 1976 and 
retired on December 31, 2001, after 
32 years with the postal service. Of 
those, 26 years were as a Postmaster 
in a number of different level offices 
throughout the State of Wisconsin. 
While serving as Membership 
Chairman, Secretary/Treasurer, Vice-
President, and State President, I also 
served as National Vice President Area 
12 Coordinator covering Wisconsin and 
Michigan, as an active Postmaster. 
I appreciate all the support of my fellow 
NAPUS members over the years. Now, I 
ask for the support of UPMA members. 
As always, I will work diligently and with 
the highest level of integrity on your be-
half to maintain a sound Signature FCU.  
You will have the opportunity to vote 
either electronically or by mail. I would 
appreciate your consideration and vote.

TED CARRICO
Postmaster Retired
Palisade CO

The election of two board 
members in the Signature 
Federal Credit Union 

Election is approaching, and I am again 
asking for support for one of the positions.  
For the past several years I served our 
membership as Vice Chairman of the 
Board. With a strong financial background, 
I previously served as National Secretary/
Treasurer for NAPUS and President of 
Mutual FCU in Grand Junction, CO.  I have a 
Bachelors degree from Mesa State College, 
majoring in Human Services, and Business 
Administration.  As a combat veteran 
I served 3 tours in Vietnam in the U.S. 
Army.  I am a Past National President of 
NAPUS, and served my community in many 
leadership positions on various boards.
Signature FCU is one of the top credit 
unions in the country.  Our Directors, 
Board, and Staff are second to none.  I 
enjoyed the challenges of the past and 
look forward to a continued bright future 
of our credit union.  I will do my best to 
ensure that we remain a top financial 
institution, a great place to work for our 
dedicated employees, and that you, our 
members, have the financial resources 
you want and need.  I would appreciate 
your vote.

BOB ARSNEAULT
Chief Financial Officer
BOD Signature FCU

To all members of Signature 
Federal Credit Union, I am ask-
ing for your support and vote 
in my bid for re-election to the 
credit union Board of Direc-
tors for the years 2018-2021. 
During my years as a member 
of the Board and my time as 
CEO, I have learned much 
about the workings of the 
credit union and the rules and 
regulations governing the fi-
nancial industry. Working with 
dedicated elected officials and 
staff we have become a very 
strong and highly capitalized 
financial entity. We have some 
of the best savings and loan 
rates in the industry. Your bal-
lot should be received in late 
June. You will be able to vote 
for 2 candidates for the board. 
I ask that you review my qual-
ifications, included with the 
ballot, and then I ask for one 
of your votes. I can assure you 
that the members and credit 
union will always be consid-
ered in any decision and/or 
vote I make.  Thank You.

Candidates For Board Of Directors, Signature Credit Union

 Missouri Missouri

Our 
Missouri 
retirees 
enjoyed 
the time of 
fellowship 
at our State 
Convention

Some of our retirees at 
our State Convention on 
June 10-12
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POLITICAL APPOINTEES
These are the names and photos of the Political Appointees that responded to my article.  We 
appreciate your paving the way for all of us.  Thank you for the many years you served the USPS.

Janet Austen      
Janet was appointed by Dwight 
D. Eisenhower in 1958 at Lees 
Creek OH.   She was transferred 
to Leesburg OH in 1979 and re-
tired there in 1992, where she 
still lives.  Oh yeah, her salary 
in 1958 was $2500.00.

Donna Dort     
Donna was appointed by Dwight D. 
Eisenhower in 1960 as Postmaster 
at the Kennedy Post Office, Kennedy, 
NY.  Donna has attended NAPUS Na-
tional Conventions for many years 
and played the piano for the Church 
Services.  She still resides in Kenne-
dy, where she has lived all her life. 

MaryLou Cook      
Marylou was appointed Post-
master by PMG Arthur Sum-
merfield in 1960.  Marylou’s 
office in Lenore ID was a 
small fourth-class office and 
grew to a Level 15 when she 
retired in 1990.

Paul Edd Butler    
Paul Edd became Postmaster 
on May 15, 1971 in Harned KY 
when Richard Nixon was Pres-
ident.  He retired from Harned 
after serving 29 years. 

Herbert Coggin     
Herbert was appointed acting Postmaster in 
1961 in Republic, MO and permanent Post-
master on April 2, 1963 by President John F. 
Kennedy.  He retired on November 30, 1990.  
Herbert (94) and his wife Carol (93) have 4 
children, 8 grandchildren and 14 great-grand-
children. He still resides in Republic and he 
states, “Life has been good to us.”

James M. Crighton     
James was appointed acting 
Postmaster in 1961 and per-
manent Postmaster on April 2, 
1963 to Willard MO by Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy.  He still 
lives in Willard. 

Howard Foust
Howard was appointed to the Plain City Post 
Office in Plain City, OH by President Lyndon B. 
Johnson in 1965.  Howard is a past NAPUS Na-
tional President as well as past NAPUS Nation-
al Secretary/Treasurer.  He is also a Veteran of 
World War II.  He lives in Ohio.

Joe Gondola
Joe was appointed to Clifton NJ by 
President Lyndon B. Johnson. (Note: 
President John F. Kennedy died 40 
days before Joe was sworn in, but it 
was almost 3 years before the final 
appointment came through).  Joe’s 
thoughts, “Politics!!!!”

Roxie Smart
Roxie was ap-
pointed Postmas-
ter in Jack AL. She 
served her entire 
career in Jack 
with more than 
50 years’ service. 
She only retired in 
the last few years 
and still lives in 
that community.

Clarence R. Gagner
Clarence was appointed by Presi-
dent Lyndon B. Johnson in 1965 at 
Brooks MN.  Clarence wife Dianne 
continue to make their home in MN. 
He is a veteran.

Lanny Fredericks 
Lanny was appointed Postmaster in Sublimity 
OR in 1968 by President Lyndon B. Johnson 
Lanny and his wife Jo, now live at Redmond 
OR where he retired in 1992 after 20 years as 
Postmaster.

Vern Shoemaker 
Vern was drafted in 1945 when he 
was eighteen years old.  He was ap-
pointed acting Postmaster in 1948 
and Postmaster in 1949 by Presi-
dent Harry S. Truman in Kansas.  He 
served as Postmaster for 45 years 
and retired in 1992.

Louis J. Picarazzi 
Louis was recommended for Postmaster by his 
two Senators, Sen. Javits and Sen Keating and 
was appointed by President Lyndon B. Johnson 
in 1963 to Selkirk NY.  Louis retired in 1990.  He 
joined NAPUS in 1964 and held the NY Chapter 

Charles 
France

Hosea Weathers – South Carolina
(Editor’s Note:  Horace wrote and asked that I add his name to the 
In the Mailbox list. He is 93 years old. I don’t know which President 
appointed him or the year.  He resides in Fountain Inn SC.)

Robert E. Weber, Sr.
Robert was appointed the Postmaster of Emery SD by 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower in 1960.  He was nom-
inated by Senator Karl Mundy.  He retired June 2, 2989 
and still lives in Emery SD. 

Secretary/Treasurer position for 4 years and Chapter President for 
one year.  He currently lives in Selkirk NY.
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Sally Robinson
Sally was appointed by Pres-
ident Lyndon B. Johnson in 
May 1968 in a Level 12 office 
in McGrann PA.  She served 
as NAPUS National Editor 
and NAPUS/UPMA National 
Retiree Editor.  She lives in 
Kittanning PA.

Art 
Koetting       

Art was appoint-
ed Postmaster in 
Okawville IL by 
President Harry S. 
Truman. He still 
lives in Okawville 
and is in his nine-
ties.

Alan Case      
Alan was appoint-
ed Postmaster at 
Marland OK in 
1963 by President 
John F. Kennedy.  
He now resides in 
Woodward OK. 

Eugene “Gene” 
Dworaczyk 

Hobson TX.  Gene is a decorat-
ed World War II Veteran and 
was honored for WWII Valor 
in France from the French 
Government which led to the 
liberation of France. As a radio 

Dorothy Hall    
Dorothy was appointed in 1967 to Postmaster 
at Richville NY by President Lyndon B. Johnson.  
Dorothy currently lives in Leesburg FL.

Robert J. LeBlanc    
LeBlanc was appointed Post-
master in 1960 to Abbeville 
LA by President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower.

Warren C. Harden
Warren was first nominated 
as Postmaster of Sopchoppy 
FL during the last year of Pres-
ident Dwight D. Eisenhower. 
He was nominated under Ei-
senhower, but since he was 
a registered Democrat, no 
action was taken.  The whole 

Bill Thomas  
Bill Thomas was appointed 
Acting Postmaster in 1966 
and his appointment was 
signed by Lyndon B. Johnson 
on October 5, 1967 to the 
Sandy Spring MD Post Office.  
He now lives in Silver Spring 

Audrey Moore 
Audrey was appointed Post-
master in Mims FL in 1959 by 
President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower. She currently lives in 
Timberlake NC.

Caldean 
Merrifield   

Caldean was ap-
pointed Postmas-
ter in Wolcottville 
IN in 1965 by 
President Lyndon 
B. Johnson and 
still lives there.

George 
Sasges

George was ap-
pointed by Lyn-
don B. Johnson 
on April 23, 1964 
to the Hartford SD 
Post Office.  He re-
tired on Septem-
ber 9, 1984.

Don Kelchner
Don served as a postal clerk 
from October 1955 to July 
1966. He was appointed 
Postmaster by President 
Lyndon B. Johnson in 1966 
to Orangeville PA. After 43 
years of postal service, he re-
tired in July 1998. He served 
4 years active duty, 8 years 

Stanley Skamaryez 
Aka “Stan The Man”, Aka 

“Stan The Mountain Man”
Stan was appointed in 1965 
to the Westminster MA Post 
Office by President Lyndon 
B, Johnson. (Stan was West-
minster’s last Presidential 
Appointee.)  Stan served in 
the US Army in Italy when 

Jessie Snell
Jessie was polit-
ically appointed 
to Skipperville AL. 
He served his en-
tire career at that 
office and retired 
in 1987. He still 
lives there.

he was 18 years old, and later in 1950 he served 
as a member of the Reserves in Korea.  (He is a 
disabled veteran.)  Stan says, “I miss seeing my 
Postal Family.  Hopefully, I will see all of you in 
Connecticut in 2019. “

Air Force Reserve, and 20 years PA Air National 
Guard with a total of 32 years. (This included serv-
ing in Korea and a short tour in England).

process started over when John F. Kennedy was 
elected as President, and Warren was appointed 
Postmaster to Sopchoppy on September 29, 1962.  
He transferred to Crawfordville in July 1979.  He 
retired from Crawfordville in January 1994.  War-
ren still resides in Sopchoppy, FL. MD although he says, “my heart is still in Sandy 

Spring where I was Postmaster of my own home 
town for more than 33 years.”

operator and mechanical gunner in the Air Offen-
sive Europe, Normandy, Northern France Rhine-
land and various other air combat campaigns.

Ann Gordon Smith
Ann was appointed in October of 1962 by President John F. 
Kennedy to Brown Summit NC.  She remained in that posi-
tion until her retirement in 1992 and still lives there.  At the 
time of her appointment, it was announced on the local ra-
dio station before she had been notified of her appointment.  
When she returned from lunch that day, her supervisor men-
tioned he was surprised to learn from the radio that she was 

leaving the company.  Needless to say, Ann was surprised as well that he heard 
it on the radio.  During her early years with the Post Office, she spent time in 
the evenings working as Santa’s helper so that every child that had written a 
letter to Santa would get a handwritten response.  She has a special Christmas 
tree filled with post office ornaments that family and friends add to each year.

Charles Stokke
Charles was appointed Post-
master of Barron WI in 1967 
by President Lyndon B. John-
son.  He served as Wiscon-
sin NAPUS President and on 
the National NAPUS Board 
for five years.  He retired as 
Postmaster of Menomonie 
WI in 1990.



Michigan Retirees let their painting creativity show at State Convention

Pictured Above:
Retiree officers for 
2018-2019: VP Lorraine 
Lindsey, Sec-Treas 
Jim Price, President 
Gena Nelson, Chaplain 
& Past President Don 
Horton, Executive VP 
Jean Dirkse
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Retirement - When yuo can sit back and give advice to others, even though you never followed it in your own life

CAROLYN TALLEY
From:  Dinah Marshall

Postmaster Retired, Avon NC, Car-
olyn passed away on April 12 after 
a battle with colon cancer. Carolyn 
was past Secretary/Treasurer of NC 
NAPUS, and her husband,  Raleigh 
Talley, Postmaster Retired, Burling-
ton NC, served the chapter as State 
President. Following retirement, 
the Talleys relocated to Florida.  
Cards can be mailed to Raleigh Tal-
ley at 1427 SW 47th Terrace Unit 
201, Cape Coral FL 33914.

GRAHAM HARRIS
Postmaster Retired, Kittrell NC, 
Graham passed away on April 27.  
Cards can be mailed to the Harris 
Family at 3710 Cannady Mill Road, 
Kittrell NC 27544.

ALICE JACKSON 
PENDLEY 
From Judy Miller

Postmaster Retired, Hampton GA 
and Lifetime member of UPMA, 
Alice, age 96, passed away quietly 
on April 21 with her family at her 
side.  She was preceded by her hus-
band of 69 years who passed away 
in 2015.  Alice traveled extensively 
throughout the USA attending an-
nual Postmaster conventions every 
August.  Cards may be mailed to 
the Pendley Family at PO Box 204, 
Hampton GA 30228-0204.

WAYNE H. NIXON 
From Nikki Nixon

Postmaster Retired from Bass Har-
bor ME, Wayne passed away quiet-
ly in his home in Florida on May 5 
with his wife, Nyoka (Nikki) by his 
side.  Wayne had been Postmaster 
of Strong and Anson and retired in 
2000 as Postmaster of Bass Harbor 
ME. He served in the US Air Force 
from 1953-1973.  Nikki is Postmas-
ter Retired from Southwest Harbor, 
ME. Cards may be mailed to Nikki 
Nixon, The Villages, 8a64 Barry-
more Loop, FL 32162-3363. 

EMIL ENGEL JR.   
From Lorraine Lindsey/Jim Price

From Brighton, MI, Emil, age 80 
passed away on April 24th.  Emil 
served two years in the US Army 
and was the Postmaster Retired of 
Brighton, MI, where he served from 
1980-1995.  Cards may be mailed 
to his wife, Joan, at 7194 Winding 
Train, Brighton MI 48116.

GARY HALL
From Norma Hall National vice President

Postmaster Retired of Reedley CA, 
Gary passed away in June.  He is 
survived by his wife, Anna.  Cards 
may be sent to the Hall Family at 
3220 Crescent Avenue, Space 16, 
Eugene, OR 97408-7372.

VALERIE YOUNG
From Gerri Swarm

Valerie, Postmaster Retired, West 
Union, Ohio passed away on May 
18, 2018.  Mrs. Young was one 
of our lifetime members, over 90 
years old.  Cards may be sent to the 
Young Family in car of Mrs. Helen 
Bayless, 1280 Crawford Road, West 
Union OH 45693.

LAURIE STEWART
From Scott Boardman

Postmaster Retired, Bucksport and 
York Harbor ME, Laurie tragically 
died in a boating accident on May 
5. Please keep her children Dakota, 
India, Montana and Chyna in your 
prayers. Laurie began her career for 
the USPS in 1987 where she would 
remain for 30 years, 17 years as a 
Postmaster.  Laurie retired after 
her final position of York Harbor, a 
place that was very special to her.  
Cards may be mailed to the Stew-
art Family a P O Box 33, York Harbor 
ME 03911-0033.  Laurie is the for-
mer wife of Scott Boardman.

EVA MCLEOD  
From Ann McDorman

Called Honeybee by her husband, 
and retired Postmaster from Apple 
Springs, TX, Eva passed away on 
May 24, 2018, at the age of 84.  She 

was known by many and loved by 
all.  She is survived by her husband 
of 32 years, Gene McLeod, and 6 
children, 16 grandchildren, and 12 
great grandchildren.  In addition 
to her to her service to the USPS, 
she is also known for her volunteer 
service for the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 6899 in Trinity TX, where 
she served as President of the Aux-
iliary for many years.  Cards may be 
sent to Gene McLeod, at 116 S Bai-
ley Street, Trinity TX 75862.

MARION J. “JUNE” 
WILSON

From Lorna Edie, MA President, UPMA Ret
Postmaster Retired Marion died 
June 4 surrounded by her family 
after a brief illness.  In 1957 June 
was appointed Postmaster of Haw-
thorne MA by President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower.  She served 35 years 
prior to her retirement in 1992.  
June was a former Lifetime Mem-
ber of the organization.  She was 
a hard-working, kind, thoughtful, 
generous woman and the absolute 
rock of her family.  She was the 
mother of Postmaster Retired Jan 
Wilson, who retired from Massa-
chusetts and now resides in Flori-
da.  Cards can be sent to Jan at 823 
Wexford Blvd., Venice FL 34293.

CARYN ZMUDA
From Phyllis Fisher

Postmaster Retired of Buncombe, 
IL, Caryn, 64 passed away on May 
27. Cards and condolences may be 
sent to her home address:  885 El-
kins Lane, Vienna IL 62995.

LENARD “MARK” 
ROSENBAUM

From Deena Frakes
Postmaster of Stockton, MO, Mark, 
63, died May 10th. He started his 
career in the oil fields of Oklaho-
ma and Kansas.  Later he entered 
the USPS where he retired as Post-
master. Cards may be mailed to the 
Rosenbaum Family at 13060 E 1500 
Road, Stockton MO 65785-8408.
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Current Article IV - Dues
Membership dues shall be charged on an 
annual basis as established mutually by 
UPMA and UPMA Retired. Persons who 
were active members in good standing 
or surviving spouses specified in Article 
II, Section 2, shall not be required to pay 
dues through the remainder of the calen-
dar year in which they become eligible for 
membership under this section. In order 
to remain a member, those eligible are 
required to complete and submit Form 
1187 or 1187R, as appropriate, for dues 
withholding. Exceptions: A former Post-
master, EAS Employee, Postmaster Relief 
or surviving spouse not receiving an an-
nuity may pay by cash. A current UPMA 
Retired member, who reaches the age of 
ninety (90) years, shall be considered a Life 
Member and will no longer be required to 
pay dues.
Rationale
All dues monies are paid directly to UPMA. 
Consequently, UPMA Retired does not 
have the authority to mandate how dues 
are paid.  UPMA along with UPMA Re-
tired sets the amount of dues UPMA Re-
tired members pay and nothing else.  Free 
membership is the purview of the UPMA 
National Executive Board.  If UPMA Retired 
wishes to pay the dues for any new retirees 
so as to give them free membership, then 
that should be part of the UPMA Retired 
Fiscal Policy since it involves expenditures 
of UPMA Retired funds. 

Section 2: Vice-President –their duties 
shall be to assist the President with the 
responsibilities of their office as may be re-
quired; represent the President at various 
functions and meetings in their absence 
and perform such other duties as may per-
tain to the office. The Vice President shall 
be elected concurrently with the election 
of President for one two-year term.  
Section 3:    Secretary - their duties shall 
be to take the minutes of meetings, han-
dle correspondence, and make reports as 
required and other duties as assigned by 
the President. The Secretary shall be elect-
ed for a two-year term in even- numbered 
years. 
Section 4: Treasurer – their duties shall be 
to keep all financial records; have custody 
of all funds; deposit and withdraw them 
upon approval of the President and shall 
keep accurate and complete accounts, 
vouchers and receipts, provide a financial 
statement at the annual meeting of the 
Organization and perform other duties in-
cident to the office of Treasurer. They shall 
be bonded as required and approved by 
the Executive Board. The Treasurer shall be 
elected for a two-year term in even-num-
bered years.
Section 5: Executive Board – this board 
shall be composed of the President who 
shall serve as chair, the Vice-President, the 
Secretary, the Treasurer and the Immedi-
ate Past President. The Executive Board 
shall have full control of the affairs of the 
Organization between conventions. Fif-
ty-one (51) percent of the Executive Board 
shall constitute a quorum.
Section 6: Advisory Board – the Advisory 
Board shall be composed of one member 
from each of the fifteen Executive Areas as 
established in Article III, Section 2, and one 
Associate member-at-Large, all of whom 
shall be appointed by the President, based 
on state rotation within the Executive Area. 
The duties of the Advisory Board members 
shall be advisory in nature and to assist the 
President with the responsibilities of their 
office as may be required.
Rationale
The executive committee is a concept car-
ried over from the past and is not needed 
in UPMA Retired.

Section 1: President – their duties shall 
be to preside at all meetings of the Or-
ganization; call all special meetings; ap-
point all committees required by the By-
laws and all committees authorized by 
the Executive Board necessary for the 
proper conduct of the business of the 
Organization; request reports from time 
to time of the Treasurer of the financial 
condition of the Organization; approve 
all vouchers upon the treasury; serve as 
a member of the UPMA Executive Board 
as provided in the UPMA Bylaws; and 
other such duties as may pertain to the 
office. The President shall be elected to 
one two-year term in odd-numbered 
years.
Section 2: Vice-President –their duties 
shall be to assist the President with the 
responsibilities of their office as may 
be required; represent the President at 
various functions and meetings in their 
absence and perform such other duties 
as may pertain to the office. The Vice 
President shall be elected concurrently 
with the election of President for one 
two-year term.  

Section 3:    Secretary - their duties shall 
be to take the minutes of meetings, 
handle correspondence, and make re-
ports as required and other duties as as-
signed by the President. The Secretary 
shall be elected for a two-year term in 
even- numbered years. 
Section 4: Treasurer – their duties shall 
be to keep all financial records; have 
custody of all funds; deposit and with-
draw them upon approval of the Presi-
dent and shall keep accurate and com-
plete accounts, vouchers and receipts, 
provide a financial statement at the 
annual meeting of the Organization and 
perform other duties incident to the of-
fice of Treasurer. They shall be bonded 
as required and approved by the Execu-
tive Board. The Treasurer shall be elect-
ed for a two-year term in even-num-
bered years.
Section 5: Executive Board – this board 
shall be composed of the President who 
shall serve as chair, the Vice-President, 
the Secretary, the Treasurer and the Im-
mediate Past President. The Executive 
Board shall have full control of the af-
fairs of the Organization between con-
ventions. Fifty-one (51) percent of the 
Executive Board shall constitute a quo-
rum.

Proposed amendments to the UPMA Retired Bylaws:

PROPOSED CHANGE:
Article IV - Dues
Membership dues shall be charged on an 
annual basis as established mutually by 
UPMA and UPMA Retired.

Current Article V – Officers
The officers of this Organization shall be as 
follows: 
Section 1: President – their duties shall be 
to preside at all meetings of the Organiza-
tion; call all special meetings; appoint all 
committees required by the Bylaws and all 
committees authorized by the Executive 
Board necessary for the proper conduct of 
the business of the Organization; request 
reports from time to time of the Treasur-
er of the financial condition of the Orga-
nization; approve all vouchers upon the 
treasury; serve as a member of the UPMA 
Executive Board as provided in the UPMA 
Bylaws; and other such duties as may per-
tain to the office. The President shall be 
elected to one two-year term in odd-num-
bered years.

PROPOSED CHANGE:
Article V – Officers
The officers of this Organization shall be 
as follows: 
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Current Article X – Committees
Section 1: The following Committees shall 
be appointed as needed by the President 
to serve during the National Convention 
or for other purposes as he or she may 
direct, with a minimum number of mem-
bers as specified below:

a) Credentials/Teller Committee, 
three (3) members, to verify mem-
bers in good standing, who intend 
to vote in the proceedings. 

b) Bylaws Committee, three (3) mem-
bers, who shall receive, evaluate, 
and recommend for official action 
all proposals for amendment of 
the Bylaws.

c) Financial Audit Committee, three 
(3) members who shall prepare a 
complete annual financial report 
to be available at the National 
Convention or other meeting.  

d) Budget Committee shall consist of 
the Treasurer, and two (2) mem-
bers who are not on the Executive 
Board appointed by the President, 
to formulate an annual budget to 
present to the Executive Board for 
approval at the first board meeting 
each fiscal year.

e) Nominating Committee, three (3) 
members, to find candidates for 
each elective office due for an 
election, make sure the candidates 
are members in good standing, 
and present a slate of candidates 
for consideration in the approved 
election process.

f) Legislative Committee, four (4) 
members, to inform the Organiza-
tion of legislation affecting UPMA 
Retired.

g) Membership, three (3) members, 
to continually seek to bring new 
members into UPMA Retired.

h) Scholarships, three (3) members, 
to receive, evaluate and rate UPMA 
Retired Scholarship applications.

i) Other committees with appropri-
ate number of members as may be 
necessary. 

j) No member will serve more than 
two (2) consecutive years on the 
same committee.

Section 2: The National UPMA Retired 
President and the Vice President are 
Ex-Officio members and shall be included 
on all committees, so as to have input.
Rationale
This change will bring UPMA Retired 
bylaws into line with UPMA National 
bylaws.  Standing committees by defini-

tion have a function all year long.  Other 
committees are necessary only for specific 
events.  The necessity for those commit-
tees can and should be determined by 
the UPMA Retired Executive Board on an 
annual basis.  Compensation for commit-
tee members is determined by the UPMA 
Retired Fiscal Policy.  Duties and responsi-
bilities of non-standing committees should 
be defined in UPMA policy and not “locked 
in” as part of the by-laws.

Current Article XII – Representation at 
National Convention
Representation for UPMA Retired at Na-
tional Convention shall conform to the 
Bylaws of the United Postmasters and 
Managers of America.  Each member 
registered for the National Convention, 
present and in good standing, shall be 
entitled to a voice at such proceedings 
as provided therein.  During a sched-
uled business session at the National 
Convention, the UPMA Retired National 
President will conduct a ballot vote to 
determine the percentage of votes for 
any issue where a UPMA Retired vote 
is authorized by UPMA Bylaws.  The 
National President will then cast the 
appropriate number of UPMA Retired 
votes for each issue bases on their re-
spective percentage.  In the event a 
subsequent vote is required on the floor 
of the National Convention, the UPMA 
Retired National President will call for a 
caucus to determine the percentages of 
UPMA Retired votes for each of the re-
maining issues.  The National President 
will then cast the appropriate number 
of UPMA Retired votes for each issue 
based on their respective percentage. 
Rationale
Changes give the Postmasters Retired 
the full representation they are entitled 
to, when voting for issues authorized by 
UPMA Bylaws.

PROPOSED CHANGE:
Article X – Committees
Section 1
There shall be four standing committees, 
which shall be composed of UPMA Retired 
members in good standing. The standing 
committees shall be Bylaws, Legislative, 
Membership and Scholarship. Annually, 
the President shall appoint the members 
of each committee and shall appoint one 
member of each committee as Chair.

a) There shall be a committee on By-
laws. This committee shall contin-
uously review the governing docu-
ments and recommend proposed 
changes, which shall be placed on 
the agenda of the National Conven-
tion for consideration.

b) There shall be a committee on Leg-
islation. This committee shall con-
tinuously monitor Legislative issues 
and activity. The committee shall be 
responsible for communicating Leg-
islative information to the members 
via all available methods.

c) There shall be a committee on Mem-
bership. This committee shall act 
continuously to bring into UPMA Re-
tired eligible persons as members.

d) There shall be a committee on Schol-
arship, This committee shall act to 
receive, evaluate and rate UPMA 
Retired Scholarship applications. 

e) All committees shall report to the 
UPMA Retired National Executive 
Board on a regular basis.

f) No member will serve more than 
two (2) consecutive years on the 
same committee.

g) The President shall annually ap-
point, with the consent of the Exec-
utive Board, such other committees 
deemed necessary for the efficient 
operation of UPMA Retired. 

Section 2
The National UPMA Retired President and 
the Vice President are Ex-Officio members 
and shall be included on all committees, so 
as to have input.

PROPOSED CHANGES:
Article XII – Representation at National 
Conventions
Representation for UPMA Retired at 
National Conventions shall conform to 
the Bylaws of United Postmasters and 
Managers of America.  Each member 
registered for the National Convention, 
present and in good standing, shall be 
entitled to a vote at such proceedings 
as provided therein.  During a sched-
uled business session at the National 
Convention, the UPMA Retired National 
President will conduct a ballot vote for 
any issue where a UPMA Retired vote is 
authorized by UPMA Bylaws.  The Re-
tired National President will then cast 
the appropriate number of UPMA Re-
tired votes for each issue.  In the event a 
subsequent vote is required on the floor 
of the National Convention, the UPMA 
Retired National President will call for a 
caucus to determine the UPMA Retired 
votes for each of the remaining issues.  
The Retired National President will then 
cast the appropriate number of UPMA 
Retired votes for each issue.
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FROM 
MARY & KATHY KEENE-WILLIAMS

The great-grandson of Kathy Keene 
Williams, Postmaster Retired, Fulton 
MS, needs our prayers and her family 
needs our financial assistance.    
Here is the message from Kathy:
“My first great-grandchild, Wesley Scott 
Rea, Jr., was born 5/27/18 with a rare 
genetic disease, SCIDS (bubble boy dis-
ease – no immune system).  He will un-
dergo a bone marrow transplant or gene 
therapy, both with chemo, when he’s 2 
months old.  Presently he is in Children’s 
Hospital in Los Angeles and will be there 
over 5 months. “

A GoFundMe account has been set up to 
help with medical expenses.  
www.gofundme.com/team-baby-wes 

Your generosity of any donation amount 
is immensely appreciated.  Cards to en-
courage Kathy may be mailed to:  234 
Brentwood Drive, Pontotoc MS 38863.

PLEASE EMAIL YOUR NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS TO

inthemailboxeditor@usa.net
Editor Eva Finley:  

512-365-0066 . 846-333-2840 . 512-569-4680


