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VOLUME 88                       JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2018                  Eva Finley, National Editor

FROM THE               
PRESIDENT

Jack Wilkins
UPMA Ret President

The effective date of the UPMA 
Retiree Officer changes was No-
vember 1, 2017. We scheduled a 
change-over meeting to allow the 
Audit Committee to do their job 
of reviewing all finances of the 
organization and I am pleased to 
announce that all finances were 
verified to the penny.  I was not sur-
prised as President Clara and Trea-
surer Mandy both kept excellent 
records of all UPMA transactions.

I am very grateful for our retirees 
that stepped up for committee ap-
pointments. Their willingness to 
serve is unsurpassed.  Feel free to 
contact any of them if you feel that 
they can help you. The difficult part 
of the selection process is that not 
everyone can be selected.  

Past President Ann McDorman, 
Website Coordinator, has placed 
names and contact information on 
the UPMA Website.  She has list-

ed the Area Representatives, the 
Standing Committees, and the 
State Presidents.  We know that 
numbers, names, and providers 
change so if that happens please 
contact Ann with the changes.  

Secretary Deena Frakes has 
worked diligently on a Retiree Di-
rectory.  We have a limited quan-
tity but the information is avail-
able on the website.  

The Scholarship Committee is 
chaired by Curtis Weed and the 
application and information is on 
page 2 of this issue and also avail-
able on the website.

Our Executive Board, the Legisla-
tive Committee and I will attend 
the Legislative Summit and will 
share the result of that Legislative 
meeting at its conclusion.

Since beginning my term as your 
President the activities have been 
nonstop.  I am excited to be a part 
of the on-going efforts to improve 
our UPMA Retiree Organization.  
Thank you for continuing to offer 
ideas and suggestions. May God 
Bless and Keep You.

CONVENTION
TIME IS HERE

Rodney Boland
UPMA Ret Vice President

Convention season is rapidly ap-
proaching and I would like to encour-
age all of you to attend a state or 
national convention. Better still, why 
not both? 

I know people have many excuses, I 
mean reasons, for not attending but 
remember all the fun we had when 
you were there. You probably didn’t 
know that you were the life of the 
party but you really did lighten up the 
convention when you were there. So 
why not make this the year you come 
and renew old acquaintances. It will 
be interesting to see how much some 
of us have changed. Not me person-
ally but some of the other members. 

Seriously though, this will be a great 
national convention. Reno is a beau-
tiful location with lots to see when 
you’re not in a meeting. 

My cowboy boots are polished and 
ready to go. What about yours? 

RETIRED:  Goodbye Tension – Hello Pension!

UPMA 
SCHOLARSHIP 
INFORMATION  

 Curtis Weed
UPMA Ret Scholarship Chair

The UPMA Scholarship Program 
was started by the retirees in sup-
port of children and grandchildren 
of all UPMA members. Our goal is 
to award scholarships for the de-
serving young adults wanting to 
continue their educational.  

We are excited about the oppor-
tunity this new program offers to 
all our students. A strong financial 
base is of great importance.  We 
are asking for members of UPMA, 
both active and retired, to consid-
er contributing to this worthwhile 
project. Your contributions will 
ensure continued success of the 
school program. 

If every member donated $10, we 
would have a well-funded program 
that continually helps our students.

The application is on page 2 and 
also on the website. I hope you 
know of someone who might be 
interested in applying. 
Note: 
Photo 
ID is 
NOT 
required.   
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RETIREMENT:  RELAX

UNITED POSTMASTERS AND MANAGERS OF AMERICA RETIRED
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 2018

THE UNITED POSTMASTERS AND MANAGERS OF AMERICA RETIRED awards scholarships to qualifying students. 

• The applicant must be the child or grandchild of an active or Retired Postmaster or Manager, who is a member 
of the UNITED POSTMASTERS AND MANAGERS OF AMERICA.

• Applicant must be accepted as a FIRST, SECOND, THIRD OR FOURTH YEAR STUDENT for admission to an accred-
ited college, university or trade school.

• The applicant must have a 2.5 Grade Point Average (GPA) overall including a 2.5 average for the last full year 
ofhigh school, and must provide a transcript of their grades covering the most recent year of school.

If the recipient leaves school for any reason except for sickness or death the money must be returned to the UPMA
Retired organization.

The winners will be announced at annual national convention of The United Postmasters and Managers of America.

The APPLICATION and all additional pages must be submitted to the Chairman of the UPMA Retired Scholarship Com-
mittee. Please read instructions carefully. INCOMPLETE applications will be disqualified. Type or print all additional 
information on 8½”x11” sheets of paper. Place your full name on top of each page submitted and staple sheets together.

STUDENT INFORMATION:
1.  Full name: _____________________________________________________________________________________

 Address: ________________________________________________________

 _______________________________________________________________ Phone: ___________________

2.  Birth Date: _______________________________

3.  Name and address of the relative who is a UPMA member: ______________________________________________

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________

4:  UPMA member’s relationship to you:________________________________________________________________

5.  School you plan to attend: 

 Name: __________________________________________________________

 Address: _________________________________________________________

 ________________________________________________________________

6. FIRST YEAR STUDENTS: Have you applied for admission?  Yes  No  
       Have you been accepted?  Yes  No  (If yes, include acceptance letter with application)*

7.  Applicant must write and sign a letter (not more than 400 words) describing awards, community service, school 
activities, positions or offices, paid and/or volunteer jobs, future plans and any other pertinent information to assist the 
selecting committee evaluate the applications. Provide information that you believe would be helpful to the Scholar-
ship Committee in assessing your personal or financial need. *

8.  Attach your latest transcript from school: (Include latest ACT or SAT scores)*

 School: _____________________________________ City: _______________________________State: _________

9.  Have you received this scholarship before?   Yes  No    What year/years? _______

______________________________________________________ _____________________________________
Signature         Date of Application

PLEASE SUBMIT ALL PAPERS AND NECESSARY FORMS TO:
Curtis Weed, Chairman • 11908 Brookshire Parkway • Carmel IN 46033
APPLICATIONS MUST BE POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN JUNE 15, 2018.
If you need clarification on any point you can write to the above address, email weed43@att.net or call 317 506-1473.
*Items must be included with application or application will not be considered.
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RETIREMENT:  ENJOY YOURSELF

HAPPY  
PLACES

Deena Frakes
UPMA Ret Secretary

I was at the coast recently and 
thought to myself, “this is my hap-
py place,” because watching and 
listening to the crashing waves re-
laxes and rejuvenates me.  Then I 
thought, “No, being with my grand-
children is my happy place.” Or 
maybe it’s listening to live music, or 
worshiping in church, or traveling 
to new places with my husband, or 
eating my favorite foods, or being 
with UPMA friends.  I have so many 
places and people that truly bring 
me happiness.

Do you have something special 
that puts you in a happy place?  
My daughter loves Oregon wine 
country on a beautiful day looking 
over the rolling vineyards. My son’s 
would be in a boat with a fishing 
rod in his hand.  For some it might 
be in a cozy chair reading a good 
book.  The mountains bring plea-
sure to some of my friends, while 
dancing like no one is watching is a 
source of joy to others.

We all should have something that 
takes us where we can relax and 
just leave our cares and concerns 
behind.  What is your happy place?  
If you can’t think of something, 
maybe it’s time to stop taking life 
so seriously and just let go.

I received this list that gave me a 
couple of chuckles from a friend.  I 
hope you enjoy it too.

Why I Love Retirement
Question: When is a retiree’s bed-

time? 
Answer: Two hours after he falls 

asleep on the couch.

ts
Question How many retirees does it 

take to change a light bulb? 
Answer: Only one, but it might take 

all day.
ts

Question: Why don’t retirees mind 
being called Seniors? 

Answer: The term comes with a 
10% - 25% discount.

ts
Question: Among retirees, what is 

considered formal attire? 
Answer: Tied shoes.

ts
Question: Why do retirees count 

pennies? 
Answer: They are the only ones 

who have the time.
ts

Question: What is the common 
term for someone who enjoys 
work and refuses to retire? 

Answer: NUTS!
ts

Question: Why are retirees so slow 
to clean out the basement, attic 
or garage? 

Answer: They know that as soon as 
they do, one of their adult kids 
will want to store stuff there.

ts
Question: What do retirees call a 

long lunch? 
Answer: Normal.

ts
Question: What’s the biggest ad-

vantage of going back to school 
as a retiree? 

Answer: If you cut classes, no one 
calls your parents.

ts

Always Remember This: 
You don’t stop laughing 
because you grow old,  
you grow old because 

you stop laughing! Proverbs: 3:6  “In all thy ways acknowl-
edge him, and he shall direct thy path”.

ARE WE 
THERE YET?
Shirley T. Johnson

UPMA Ret Chaplain
During my child-

hood days, as we traveled to visit 
my grandmother’s home, I’d ask 
my mom often, “Are we there yet? 
Her response was the same an-
swer, we’ll be there soon. That was 
not the answer I wanted to hear. 
She would respond later, we’ll be 
there soon. When we eventually 
arrived, the excitement was hard 
to contain.

Our leaders, and their respective 
membership from each organiza-
tion, NAPUS and league have la-
bored tirelessly to bring our past 
membership to it’s present occu-
pancy. I have the same excitement, 
that we are now one organization 
UPMA, that I had when I traveled 
to granny’s house many years ago.

So I ask this question, “where do 
we go from here?”  We will unite 
and embrace our past, and prepare 
for our future. There will be road 
blocks, but only if we allow them. 
We must be committed, to avoid 
the negative and replace with the 
positive.

Change need positiveness, and the 
members of upma must provide 
the necessary tools of readiness 
and inspiration. I’m overly excited, 
and I’d ask each of you to join in 
the excitement. We will build the 
build the strongest postal retiree’s 
organization.

Thanks, to our leaders for your lead-
ership, and guidance that brought 
us to upma. May God bless each of 
us as we move forward. There is no 
turning back.
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RETIREMENT:  TRY SOMETHING NEW

THANKFUL
Sandra Pugh

Area 5 Rep

As we enter 2018, I 
am grateful to see an-
other year and hon-
ored that President 

Jack selected me as the UPMA Area 
5 Rep. I look forward to serving and 
working on your behalf. Just know if 
there is anything that I can do I am 
an email or phone call away.

It is so great to be a retiree, even 
though being a Postmaster was 
great, being a retired Postmaster is 
even better. As we look around and 
see those still working, I hope that 
you continue reaching out to oth-
ers. Never stop helping others; it’s 
a great feeling and you may never 
know just what a kind word or deed 
will do to lift someone. Try reaching 
down to pull someone up instead 
of trying to hold them down.

I am doing great physically consid-
ering all I’ve been through. All I can 
say is Just God. In January a treat-
ment almost put me into anaphy-
lactic shock.  I had a reaction after 
receiving only about 6½ tsp, so it’s  
back to the drawing board after the 
rest of the $38,000 plus treatment 
was dropped in the trash.  Just God!

RETIREMENT 
LIFE! WHAT’S 

IT ALL 
ABOUT?

Mandy Whitten
UPMA Ret Treasurer

I know many of you retirees stay busy 
with organizations, church, part time 
jobs and serving your communities. 
For me there is never enough hours in 
the day to get everything done. 

I had the opportunity to help my Delta 
friend, Barbara Morris (Retired Post-
master) work the Clarksdale Film Fes-
tival. OMG, how exciting it was! I met 
folks from all over the United States. 
We watched films/movies, met film 
makers and directors plus heard lots 
of good ole blues music. It was a sit 
back, relax and enjoy kind of event. 
Although we were selling tickets and 
merchandise as well as welcoming the
guests, it didn’t seem as if we were 
working at all but just having fun. 

This was my first Film Festival but it 
won’t be my last. I’ve already volun-
teered to help again next year. If you 
get the chance make plans to come 
to the Mississippi Delta and enjoy this 
with us. You can go online and read 
about all the festivities they have. 

If you don’t want to wait til next 
year the Clarksdale Juke Joint 
Festival is April 14th. They have 
lots of activities for all ages. You 
can check out those dates and 
the line-up online as well.

I wanted to share my experience 
with you and say how important 
it is to stay connected to your 
friends. So let your hair down, 
enjoy life and enjoy retirement. 
That’s what it’s all about!

I will be attending the Legisla-
tive Summit so look for informa-
tion from that in my next article.

RETIREE DIRECTORY 
NOW ON WEB SITE 

President Jack has announced that 
he has named Ann McDorman as 
the Retiree Web Site Coordinator, 
since we now have the directo-
ry available on the Web.  You can 
contact Ann for future changes or 
corrections to this directory.  Ann’s 
willingness to serve and her ca-
pabilities will be of great benefit 
to our Organization.  He has also 

announced that two formats 
of the 2018 UPMA Retired Di-
rect Line has been posted to 
the UPMA Retired Documents 
page on the National UnitedP-
MA.org website.  You can now 
download the directory to your 
computer, iPad, phone or other 
device.  The individual pages of 
the UPMA Retired info posted 
on the website were combined 
into booklet form.  It contains 
only the state presidents, not 

the entire executive boards.  If 
you would like to print a hard 
copy for your files, follow the 
instructions on the website.  
One is for the booklet form 
and the other is for placing in 
a 3-ring binder/notebook. Also 
follow the instructions for the 
printing as stated on the web-
site.  Send any corrections to 
Ann McDorman at txam@live.
com as well as to Jack Wilkins 
at jackdwilkins@gmail.com.
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RETIREMENT:  INVITE FRIENDS TO LUNCH

Nugget Casino Resort 
1100 Nugget Avenue
Sparks, NV 89431 

800-843-2427
Request the UPMA 
Convention Rate ($90)
single/double/triple/quad

2nd UPMA NATIONAL CONVENTION
RENO NEVADA • JULY 21st-27th, 2018
2nd UPMA NATIONAL CONVENTION
RENO NEVADA • JULY 21st-27th, 2018

22 January/February 2018 / UPMA LEADER

Lake Tahoe Sightseeing
Luncheon Cruise
Sunday, July 22, 12:45 to 4:30 p.m. (cruise

sails at 2:30; lunch included)

Experience the beauty of Lake Tahoe on

this two-hour, narrated sightseeing tour.

Enjoy panoramic views of Emerald Bay, as

well as the dazzling vistas of the Sierras,

Fannette Island and Vikingsholm Castle.

Scenic Tahoe Sierra 
Circle Tour
Tuesday, July 24, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

(lunch not included)

Travel up to Mt. Rose to see the beautiful

scenery of Lake Tahoe. There will be short

stops along the shore to experience the clarity

and panoramic beauty of the lake. Then it’s

on to Carson City to learn about Nevada his-

tory, including visiting the Nevada State Capi-

tol, Governor’s Mansion and Legislature.

Historic Virginia City
Tuesday, July 24, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. (lunch 

not included)

Established in 1859, Virginia City be-

came the richest mining town in the world.

Today, the city looks remarkably the same as

it was in its heyday, with wooden sidewalks,

restored mansions, Old West saloons and

the Piper Opera House. A trolley ride

through this unique city is included.

Lake Tahoe Dinner Cruise
Tuesday, July 24, 3:45 p.m. to 11 p.m.

Memories will be made as you experi-

ence the majestic beauty of Lake Tahoe from

a vantage point few get to see. Aboard an

authentic paddle wheeler, you will enjoy

dinner, impressive views and live music for

dancing. This is an experience of a lifetime!

See the Sights During the 2018See the Sights During the 2018
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See The Sights While There....

Free airport shuttles 
depart from the Nugget 
Valet parking area every 
hour on the hour from 
5:00 am to 11:00 pm.  
The airport shuttle picks 
up every hour on the half 
hour from 5:30 am to 11:30 
pm outside of DOOR D 
of the BAGGAGE CLAIM.  
The shuttle service is 
offered regularly on a 
daily basis.  

NO NEED FOR TICKETS OR 
RESERVATIONS!
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Photos of 2018 Steak Out - Reunion
135 Retirees, Actives & Guests attended the 2018 Steak Out January 13, 2018 in Eustis, FL
Guests included UPMA Executive Board, Signature Credit Union, 15 other States and more

Pictured above:
James Myrick-Dancer, 
winner of the 50/50 raffle, 
stands with his aunt, K. C. 
Peaden, Postmaster Retired.  
He attended the event while 
visiting K.C. and is from Pace 
University, New York City.  
Congrats, James! 

RETIREMENT:  READ A NEW BOOK OR TWO
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Pictured above:
Three Florida sisters 
attended the-steak out 
and all three are retired 
postmasters.  
L-R:  Karen Sims Medema, 
retired from Citra, FL, Gloria 
Jean Luffman, retired from 
Sparr, FL, and Mary Ann 
Roberts, retired from 
Anthony, FL.  All three 
offices are located down the 
road from each other.  

Plan to attend next year - You'll be glad you did!

RETIREMENT:  EXPAND YOUR HORIZONS
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RETIREMENT:  MAKE PLANS FOR LUNCH

FLORIDA 
STEAK-OUT 

IS AGAIN 
SUCCESSFUL

Eva Finley
UPMA Ret Editor

WOW!  My first Florida bash 
(Steak-Out) will certainly not be 
my last!  I had heard from mem-
bers that the event is always fun, 
and I wasn’t disappointed.  Over 
130 guests included active and re-
tired postmasters and their guests.  
There were many states represen-
tatives, including some members 
from Pennsylvania, Signature FCU 
officials, Co-President Tony Leon-
ardi and Family, Past National Pres-
idents Warren Harding, Paul Edd 
Butler and wife Joanne and Ann 
McDorman, Past National Secre-
tary/Treasurer Bob Arsenault and 
wife, Kim, UPMA Retired Presi-
dent Jack Wilkins, Vice-President, 

Rodney Boland, Secretary, Dee-
na Frakes and husband Bob, and 
Treasurer, Mandy Whitten.  Also, 
Linda Carter and husband Harry, 
Past President Clara and husband 
Sam, George Finley, National Ad-
verse Action Member, and myself.  
Members of the Florida active 
and retired executive boards were 
present and of course the instiga-
tor and side-kick of the meeting, 
Barbara and her faithful hubby, 
Lee Roy. 

You can enjoy a photo collage of 
some of the festivities in this issue 
on pages 6 & 7.

We enjoyed the meeting and won-
dered why there were not more 
of these get-togethers scheduled 
in other states(?). So much fun 
and so much food. We’re looking 
forward to next year! Mark your 
calendars – it’s always Martin Lu-
ther King weekend!

FALLS CITY TX VETERAN HONORED FOR WWII VALOR IN FRANCE
SUBMITTED BY:  MAGGIE BURSON, PM, GILLETT TX

Many locals know Eugene “Gene” 
Dworaczyk as the retired post-
master of Hobson TX or maybe 
even as the announcer for Falls 
City Beaver football games for the 
past 39 years, but not many knew 
what Dworaczyk helped to do for 
France way back during World 
War II.  

In November 2017, the Falls City 
Independent School District held 
its annual tribute to the veter-
ans of the US Armed Forces and 
during the event Dworaczyk was 
awarded the Medal of Knight 
in the French Order of the Le-
gion of Honor.  Retired Lt. Colo-
nel Kenneth Wiatrek presented 
Dworaczyk the Medal of Cheva-
lier de la Legion d’Honneur from 
the French Government in rec-

ognition of his meritorious 
service during World War 
II operations that led to the 
liberation of France.  “We 
should all take pride and 
comfort in knowing that 
the French people are for-
ever indebted and grate-
ful to Dworaczyk and his 
American  brothers-in-arms 
for their most heroic brav-
ery and dedication during 
World War II.  Their sacrifice 
was not in vain.  They were 
instrumental in paving the 
way for a free, democratic 
and prosperous Europe.” 

Dworaczyk, who just celebrated his 
95th birthday, enlisted in the army 
in 1942 and served as a radio oper-
ator and mechanical gunner as part 

of the air crew on a B-24 with the 
4126th  Army Air Force Base Unit.  
He participated in the Air Offen-
sive Europe, Normandy, Northern 
France, Rhineland, and various 
other air combat campaigns.  

I also want to ask your assistance in 
getting articles, member updates, 
suggestions and any information you 
would like to share about our UPMA 
Retirees. Please feel free to contact me 
via phone, email or a note. It is a plea-
sure to serve you and our organization, 
but I need your help and support.  

Thanks to all our veterans who submit-
ted their photos and information for 
the last issue.  May God bless all of you. 

                  Send articles to 
                   PO Box 500

      Graford TX 76449-0500

                  (512) 365-0066 
                  (512) 569-4680 

           inthemailboxeditor@usa.net

I NEED NEWS!!
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HIS LICENSE 
PLATE SAYS 

01473 
Sally Robinson

UPMA Ret Historian

From The Gardner News Weekend, 
October 14-15, 2017 

ddurling@thegardnernews.com

When Stanley Skamarycz was ap-
pointed as postmaster of the West-
minster Post Office in 1965, it was 
the last year the President of the 
United States was a part of the ap-
pointing process. At the bottom right 
hand side of the official appoint-
ment proclamation, there is the bold 
signature, Lyndon B. Johnson.  

When Skamarycz decided to try 
and find his proclamation, he asked 
for help from Congresswoman Niki 
Tsongas, D-3rd.  

There were searches done through 
the National Archives, and then an 
archivist from Waltham became in-
volved.  The proclamation was final-
ly found on a huge microfilm in the 
National Archives. 

“Ironically, there was no one after 
me on that document,” said Ska-
marycz.  “There will never be any-
more.  That was Westminster’s last 
Presidential appointment.”  

RETIREMENT:  EMBRACE YOUR FREEDOM

Nick Langhart, Director of 
the Forbush Memorial Li-
brary said that Skamarycz 
expressed his wish to donate 
his official Congressional ap-
pointment proclamation to 
be postmaster in Westmin-
ster to the Forbush Memori-
al Library.  

Langhart said the proclama-
tion was the last such docu-
ment because, in 1972 the 
Post Office became the Unit-
ed States Postal Service, and 
postmasters became Civil 
Service appointees.  The Li-
brary Trustees voted to accept the 
gift and will keep it on display. 

Westminster Town Administrator 
Karen Murphy was in attendance as 
Skamarycz turned over his procla-
mation to the Library.   His license 
plate says 01473,” she said. West-
minster’s zip code.

Langhart read a clip that was print-
ed 25 years ago in The Gardner 
News.  It stated that on October 10, 
1992, Skamarycz was lauded for his 
27 years of service to the town at 
his retirement from the town’s post 
office.  A Gardner native, he worked 
at several jobs prior to his appoint-
ment as Postmaster.  

Stan served with the U.S. Army in 
Italy when he was 18, and later in 
1950 served as a member of the 
Reserves in Korea.  

Tsongas’s office also found a list 
of presidential appointees for the 
Westminster postmaster position 
including the dates they were ap-
pointed from 1930 on. The last 
name of the list was Stanley Skam-
arycz.  

“It was also signed by the only Pol-
ish postmaster general in the his-
tory in the history of the country, 

John A. Gronouski, and I am proud 
of that,” said Skanarycz.  

He thanked all in attendance, and 
especially thanked Patrick Kennedy, 
an aid to Tsongas.  

“Without him I would never have 
had that document which tells us 
historically what has happened,” 
said Skamarycz.  

“In 1971, the Post Office Depart-
ment that we know with the Pony 
Express changed to the U. S. Post-
al Service, and the Post Office 
changed when the postmaster gen-
eral was not in the president’s cab-
inet any longer.  So, my name is the 
last name on there and you are not 
going to see any more.”  

People will forget what

you said,

  people will forget what

    you did, but 
               people will 

  never forget
        how you

made them feel
                           - Maya Angelou
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CLAYTON FRITZ 
By: Fran Ehret

Clayton Fritz, Postmaster Retired 
from Bethlehem PA died in Decem-
ber. Services were held in Bethle-
hem on January 13.  He was a 31-
year Veteran of the USPS. Online 
condolences can be made at Pear-
son Funeral Home in Bethlehem at 
www.pearsonfh.com.

ALBERTA “TOOTSIE” 
(HUNT) HARDING 

by Donna Legro
Alberta Hunt, PM Retired, Catu-
ment MA passed away on Novem-
ber 27.  In addition to her postal 
career, “Tootsie” was a talented en-
tertainer – singing and playing the 
organ throughout Cape Cod.

DAVID “GENE” HOUGH 
from Dean Riggan

Gene Hough, PM Retired, Mount 
Pleasant, passed away January 1st.  
He served as past chapter president 
of the NC Chapter of NAPUS, served 
as Legislative Chairperson, and as a 
National V-P. Cards may be mailed 
to the Hough family at PO Box 35, 
Mount Pleasant NC 28124-0035.

PATRICIA “GABRY” 
CARTER 

from Don Luxon
Patricia Carter, PM Retired, Hamil-
ton MA died January 7.   Memori-
als/ contributions can be made in 
her name to the Cure Alzheimer’s’ 
Fund, 34 Washington Street, Suite, 
Wellesley Hills MA 02481.

DORIS DOUGLAS 
by Gerri Swarm

Doris Douglas, PM Retired, Jasper 
AL passed away on January 14.  
Condolences may be sent to Greg 
Douglas at 3805 Fox Run, Jasper AL 
35504-6782.

MARGARET 
ROBERTSON 

from Brenda Ward and Sarah Zimmerman
Margaret Robertson, PM Retired 
Barco NC, passed away on January 
12. Cards may be sent to the Rob-
ertson family at 118 Robertson 
Lane, Maple NC

WILLIAM “BILL” LEE 
from Marilyn Copple

William Lee, PM Retired of Mount 
Vernon IL passed away on January 
3. Cards may be sent to the Lee 
family at 2404 Pace Avenue, Mount 
Vernon IL 32824. (He was the per-
son who hired me and encouraged 
me to become a postmaster.)

MILLARD BOND FAMILY 
by Linda Carter

James Madison Bond, father of 
Millard Bond, PM Retired of Tyner 
NC, passed away on Christmas Day.  
James was also a retired PM who 
served in Edenton NC as one of the 
last Presidential appointees.  Cards 
can be mailed to Millard and his 
family at 323 Mexica Road, Edenton 
NC 27932.

RHODELL DUNN 
by Judy Miller

Rhodell Dunn, PM Retired of Rich-
land GA passed away on January 
22, 2018. Cards may be sent to his 
daughter Taylor Bankston, 9585 Old 
Georgia Highway 3, Beaconton GA 
31716.

JOE TESTA 
by Roberta Hoag

We are saddened to announce the 
passing of Joe Testa, PM Retired, 
past NJ State President, past mem-
ber of the National NAPUS closing 
committee and Past dedicated and 
active NAPUS/UPMA member. He 
enlisted in the army and served his 
nation proudly in the Korean Con-
flict.  He served as postmaster in 
Ridgefield.  He was elected to the 
Palisades Park Borough Council in 
1995 and served on the council to 
the present.  Joe was the past pres-
ident of Saint Michael’s Holy Name 
Society and was a member and for-
mer past commander of the VFW.  
He will be missed by all who knew 
him.  Cards can be mailed to:  Mrs. 
Joe Testa, 56 West Ruby Avenue, 
Palisades Park NJ 07650.

DEBRA ALUMS FAMILY 
by Gerri Swarm

The husband of Debra Alums, PM 
Retired, passed away of January 21.  
Cards may be mailed to Debra and 
her family at 406 Charleston Ave-
nue, Dothan AL 36301.

PETER STATE
from Fred Martinez

Peter L. “Pete” State, Postmaster 
Retired, Litchfield IL, passed away 
Friday, February 9. Pete started as a 
letter carrier, supervisor, and Post-
master in Ballwin MO and Litchfield 
IL. Pete was a member of the Litch-
field Country Club and the Moose 
Lodge #1634 of Litchfield. He was 
passionate about golf and fishing 
along with spending time with his 
family and friends. Pete married 
the former Shirley Lee Swarring in 
on May 28, 1989 and she survives. 
For full obit and picture, visit www.
plummerfuneralservices.com

RETIREMENT:  NAP WHEN YOU CHOOSE
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OLA MAE ROSS & 
FAMILY

from Judy Miller
Ola Mae Ross, Postmaster Re-
tired of Waresboro GA, is request-
ing prayer for her son-in-law, Hal 
Snider, who continues to fight 
cancer and his condition worsens. 
Ola Mae is currently staying with 
the family as caretaker, and loves 
her postmaster friends across the 
USA. Please keep Hal and Ola Mae, 
and the rest of the family, in your 
prayers. Cards may be mailed to 
HAROLD AND DEBBIE SNIDER and/
or Ola Mae Ross, 6690 HWY 360, 
TELLICAO PLAINS TN 37385.
 

AUDREY MAE 
MACWILLIAMS

From Rebecca Cuddy
Audrey Mae’s sons, Mike and He-
ber sent a message that their mom, 
Postmaster Retired, Maryland, has 
been in the hospital with an intes-
tinal blockage and is scheduled for 
surgery. Your prayers are welcome, 
but please no visits, calls or flow-
ers. We will let you know as soon 
as we have any additional news. 
We do not have the email address 
of most of mom’s friends, so please 
pass this along. Note: Cards may be 
mailed to Audrey Mae’s home ad-
dress: Audrey Mae MacWilliams, 
Postmaster Retired, 3114 Grace-
field Road, Apt #109, Silver Spring 
MD 20904. 

HUGH BATES
from Ted Carrico

Best wishes to Hugh Bates who is 
recovering from a stroke.  He re-
mains in the rehab center after 
another set-back.  Hugh fell at the 
center and hurt his shoulder.  His 
rehab now includes recovery from 
the stroke as well as from the fall.  
Hugh was past president NAPUS 
president after having served two 
terms.  Hugh and Janie appreciate 
your cards and well wishes.  Cards 
may be sent to them at 201 Hoyt 
Brownie Road, Clanton AL 35045.

MARY PHILLIPS
from Judy Miller

Donny Phillips’ wife, Mary of Jack-
son GA has been hospitalized in 
ICU at the Bobby Spalding Regional 
Medical Care Center in Griffin GA 
with advanced small cell lung and 
liver cancer.  Please uplift our fellow 
postmaster retired and his family in 
your prayers. Cards may be mailed 
to: Donny and Mary Phillips, 652 
James Moore Drive, Jackson GA 
30233.  Let us do together what we 
cannot do alone.

RONNIE DAUTERIVE
Ronnie is at home following back 
surgery.  Cards may be sent to 
Ronnie at 13223 Dutchtown Lakes 
Drive, Geisman LA 70734.

DARYL M. FORD 
by Donna Sele

Daryl Ford, PM Retired Valley Falls, 
KS, passed away on February 6.  
Daryl was 94 years old.  He served 
as president and secretary of the 
Kansas Pm Association and was a 
National V-P for KS, NE, and OK.  He 
was the past president of the Jeffer-
son County National Association of 
Retired Federal Employees and past 
secretary of KS NARFE.  Cards can 
be mailed to the Ford family in care 
of the Valley Falls Methodist Church 
and send c/o Mercer Funeral Home, 
PO Box 6, Valley Falls, KS 66088.

WAYNE RUSSELL FAMILY 
by Eva Finley

Ruth Russell, mother of Wayne Rus-
sell, PM Retired, Plum Branch SC 
passed away on February 2, 2018.  
She was also the sister-in-law of 
Betty Dorn, PM Retired, Appling GA.   
Funeral services were held at the 
Parksville Baptist Church.  Cards can 
be sent to Wayne and his family at 
113 Oak Street, Parksville SC 29845.

MAURY MULDER
from Clara McCullar

Maury is still improving! After over 3 
weeks in the hospital, he was moved 
to a rehabilitation facility in Jackson 
TN, (35 miles from home), for exten-
sive physical therapy. He’s regaining 
strength with each passing day and 
walking with the help of a walker. 
I continue to be grateful for every-
one’s prayers and concern as he still 
has a ways to go for complete heal-
ing. In light of this past month, since 
my Mother’s fall and Maury’s acci-
dent, ‘love’ for family and friends 
has an even deeper meaning on this 
Valentine Day! We all have ‘some-
thing’ important we’re dealing with 
so please do not miss an opportu-
nity to tell those close to you how 
much you love them! I love you all!! 

THANK YOU
FROM LARRY JONES

I just want to thank so many of 
our PM friends for all the cards 
and messages we received  at 
the death of my brother, Bobby 
in December.  His death was so 
unexpected and such a shock, 
and we still grieve in disbelief.  
Your cards and messages really 
helped us get through some of 
the sores days. Thank you.

RETIREMENT:  TAKE TIME JUST FOR YOU!
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WHITE HOUSE FY 2019 BUDGET HITS 
POSTAL EMPLOYEES AND RETIREES

Posted by Bob Levi on 02/12/18 - www.unitedpma.org

Today, President Donald Trump submitted his $4.4 trillion fiscal year 2019 budget 
to Congress. While the budget projects a 2027 budget deficit of $450 billion, it still 
slashes over $155 billion from benefits upon which active and retired postal and fed-
eral employee rely. In part, the budget proposes to:

• More than triple retirement contributions of most postal and federal employees
• Change the FEHBP employer contribution rate to encourage beneficiaries to en-

roll in health plans deemed to be “high-performing” and “high-value”
• Eliminate the FERS COLA
• Reduce CSRS COLA by 0.5 percent
• Abolish the FERS retirement supplement for federal and postal employees who 

retiree prior to Social Security eligibility
• Replace the current annuity calculation of the highest 3 salary-earning years with 

the highest 5; and
• Dramatically reduce the yield on the Thrift Savings Plan’s G-Fund investments.

The budget also proposes unspecified reforms to the Postal Service that includes 
changing postal rate-setting, modifying the mail delivery schedule and using more ef-
ficient delivery methods. In addition, the budget assumes that postal employees and 
retirees will suffer the same benefit cuts as all active and retired federal employees.

The upcoming UPMA Legislative Summit will provide a crucial opportunity for UPMA 
members to voice opposition to these proposals that adversely impact UPMA members.


